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Introduction

Cities of the United States (CUS) provides a one-stop source for all the vital infor-
mation you need on 199 of America's top cities—those fastest-growing, as well as
those with a particular historical, political, industrial, and/or commercial significance.
Spanning the entire country, from Anaheim to Virginia Beach, each geographically-
arranged volume of CUS brings together a wide range of comprehensive data. The
volumes include: The South, The West; The Midwest; and The Northeast.

Within each volume, the city-specific profiles organize pertinent facts, data, and fig-
ures related to demographic, economic, cultural, geographic, social, and recreational
conditions. Assembling a myriad of sources, CUS offers researchers, travelers, stu-
dents, and media professionals a convenient resource for discovering each city's past,
present, and future.

For this completely updated sixth edition, ten new cities have been added, providing
even greater access to the country's growing urban centers. The new city profiles
include:

e Aberdeen, SD

e Aurora, CO

o Cambridge, MA

o Chesapeake, VA

o Huntsville, AL

e Missoula, MT

¢ Shreveport, LA

» Sioux City, 1A

e Vancouver, WA

¢ Winston-Salem, NC

i



Introduction

Key Features Unlock Vital Information

Cities of the United States offers a range of key features, allowing easy access to targeted
information. Features include:

¢ Section headings—Comprehensive categories, which include History, Geography
and Climate, Population Profile, Municipal Government, Economy, Education,
Research, Health Care, Recreation, Convention Facilities, Transportation, and
Communications (including city web sites), make it easy for you to locate answers to
your specific questions.

e Combined facts and analysis—Fact-packed charts and detailed descriptions bring you
the statistics and the rest of the story.

e “In Brief” fact sheets—One-page “at a glance” overviews provide the essential facts for
each state and each city profiled.

¢ Economic information—Detailed updates about such topics as incentive programs,
development projects, and largest employers help you rate the business climate using
criteria that matter to you.

e Directory information—Contact information at the end of many entry sections
provides addresses, phone numbers, and email addresses for organizations, agencies,
and institutions you may need to contact.

e Selected bibliography listings—Historical accounts, biographical works, and other
print resources suggest titles to read if you wish to learn more about a particular city.

o Web sites for vital city resources—Access points to URLs for information-rich sources,
such as city government, visitors and convention bureaus, economic development
agencies, libraries, schools, and newspapers provide researchers an opportunity to
explore cities in more detail.

 Enlightening illustrations—Numerous photographs highlight points of interest to you.

e Handy indexing—A referencing guide not only to main city entries, but also to the
hundreds of people and place names that fall within those main entries, leading you
directly to the information you seek.

Designed for a Variety of Users

Whether you are a researcher, traveler, or executive on the move, CUS serves your needs.
This is the reference long sought by a variety of users:

» Business people, market researchers, and other decision-makers will find the current
data that helps them stay informed.

¢ People vacationing, conventioneering, or relocating will consult this source for
questions they have about what's new, unique, or significant about where they are going.

 Students, media professionals, and researchers will discover their background work
already completed.

Definitions of Key Statistical Resources

Following are explanations of key resources used for statistical data:

ACCRA (The Council for Community Economic Reseavch; formerly the American
Chamber of Commerce Researvchers Association): The Cost of Living Index, produced
quarterly, provides a useful and reasonably accurate measure of living cost differences among
urban areas. Items on which the Index is based have been carefully chosen to reflect the
different categories of consumer expenditures, such as groceries, housing, utilities, transpor-
tation, health care, and miscellaneous goods and services; taxes are excluded. Weights assigned
to relative costs are based on government survey data on expenditure patterns for mid-
management households (typically the average professional worker's home, new construction
with 2,400 square feet of living space). All items are priced in each place at a specified time and
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according to standardized specifications. Information regarding ACCRA and the Cost of
Living Index can be found at www.accra.org. Please note that the ACCRA Cost of Living
Index and ACCRA housing price information are reprinted by permission of ACCRA.

Metropolitan Statistical Avea (MSA): The U.S. Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) provides that each Metropolitan Statistical Area must include (a) at least one city
with 50,000 or more inhabitants, or (b) a U.S. Census Bureau-defined urbanized area (of at
least 50,000 inhabitants) and a total metropolitan population of at least 100,000 (75,000 in
New England). The term was adopted in 1983. The term “metropolitan area” (MA) became
effective in 1990. During the 2000 Census, the MSA standards were revised, establishing
Core Based Statistical Areas (CBSAs). CBSAs may be either Metropolitan Statistical Areas or
Micropolitan Statistical Areas. It is important to note that standards, and therefore content
of 1990 Census MSAs, are not identical to 2000 Census MSA standards. Additional in-
formation regarding MSAs can be found at http://census.state.nc.us/glossary,/msa.html.

FBI Crime Index Total: The total number of index offenses reported to the FBI
during the year through its Uniform Crime Reporting Program. The FBI receives monthly
and annual reports from law enforcement agencies throughout the country. City police,
sheriffs, and state police file reports on the number of index offenses that become known to
them. The FBI Crime Index offenses are: murder and non-negligent manslaughter; forcible
rape; robbery; aggravated assault; burglary; larceny; motor vehicle theft; and arson.

Estimates of population: Between decennial censuses, the U.S. Bureau of the Census
publishes estimates of the population using the decennial census data as benchmarks and
data available from various agencies, both state and federal, including births and deaths,
and school statistics, among other data.

Method of Compilation

The editors of Cities of the United States consulted numerous sources to secure the kinds of
data most valuable to you. Each entry gathers together economic information culled in part
from the U.S. Department of Labor/Bureau of Labor Statistics and state departments of
labor and commerce, population figures derived from the U.S. Department of Commerce/
Bureau of the Census and from city and state agencies, educational and municipal gov-
ernment data supplied by local authorities, historical narrative based on a variety of
accounts, and geographical and climatic profiles from the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration. Along with material supplied by chambers of commerce, con-
vention and visitors bureaus, and other local sources, background information was drawn
from periodicals and books chosen for their timeliness and accuracy. Through print
resources, web sites, email contact, and/or phone calls with agency representatives, the
information contained reflects current conditions.

Acknowledgments
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The State in Brief

Nickname: Heart of Dixie; Camellia State
Motto: We dare defend our rights

Flower: Camellia

Bird: Yellowhammer

Area: 50,744 square miles (2000; U.S. rank 30th)
Elevation: Ranges from sea level to 2,407 feet

Climate: Subtropical and humid; summers are long and
hot, winters mild, rainfall abundant

Admitted to Union: December 14, 1819
Capital: Montgomery
Head Official: Governor Bob Riley (R) (until 2010)

Population

1980: 3,894,000

1990: 4,040,587

2000: 4,447,100

2006 estimate: 4,599,030

Percent change, 1990-2000: 10.1%

U.S. rank in 2006: 23rd

Percent of residents born in state: 70.91% (20006)
Density: 89.8 people per square mile (20006)

2006 FBI Crime Index Total: 200,578
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Racial and Ethnic Characteristics (2006)
White: 3,237,958
Black or African American: 1,209,321
American Indian and Alaska Native: 20,592
Asian: 45,882
Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander: 3,244
Hispanic or Latino (may be of any race): 111,432
Other: 34,990

Age Characteristics (2006)

Population under 5 years old: 293,727
Population 5 to 19 years old: 962,687

Percent of population 65 years and over: 13.3%
Median age: 37.2

Vital Statistics

Total number of births (2006): 61,007
Total number of deaths (2006): 47,205
AIDS cases reported through 2005: 8,252

Economy

Major industries: Paper products, agriculture,
chemicals, textiles, lumber, wood, metals,
electronics, automobiles, food processing

Unemployment rate (2006): 6.9%

Per capita income (2006): $21,270

Median household income (2006): $38,783

Percentage of persons below poverty level
(2006): 16.6%

Income tax rate: 2.0% to 5.0%

Sales tax rate: 4.0%






Birmingham

B The City in Brief

Founded: 1871 (chartered 1864)
Head Official: Mayor Larry P. Langford (since 2007)

City Population
1980: 284,413
1990: 265,347
2000: 242,820
2006 estimate: 229 424
Percent change, 1990-2000: -8.7%
U.S. rank in 1980: 50th
U.S. rank in 1990: 60th (State rank: 1st)
U.S. rank in 2000: 82nd (State rank: 1st)

Metropolitan Area Population

1980: 815,000

1990: 839,945

2000: 921,106

2006 estimate: 1,100,019

Percent change, 1990-2000: 9.6%
U.S. rank in 1980: 42nd

U.S. rank in 1990: Not reported
U.S. rank in 2000: 54th

Area: 151.95 square miles (2000)
Elevation: Average 620 feet above sea level

Average Annual Temperatures: January, 42.6° F; July,
80.2° F; annual average, 62.2° F

Average Annual Precipitation: 53.99 inches of rain

Major Economic Sectors: services, wholesale and retail
trade, government

Unemployment Rate: 3.6% (June 2007)

Per Capita Income: $16,129 (2005)

CITIES OF THE UNITED STATES, SIXTH EDITION

2005 FBI Crime Index Property: 18,923
2005 FBI Crime Index Violent: 3,449

Major Colleges and Universities: University of Alabama
at Birmingham; Samford University; Birmingham-
Southern College; Miles College

Daily Newspaper: Birmingham News

B Introduction

Modern Birmingham calls itself the “Magic City,” but
this young city, which was founded after the Civil War,
has seen its days of adversity. Early in its history it suffered
from epidemics, crime, and violence. It failed badly in two
depressions and saw, in its darkest days, violent racial
confrontations. After years of hard work on race relations,
Birmingham gradually moved to such a state of racial
equality that it was designated an “All America City” for
its progress. The Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, lo-
cated near the downtown statue of Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr., works to educate the community and beyond in
lessons on race relations. In other ways, Birmingham has
done much to distance itself from the past and move
forward. One of Birmingham’s darkest chapters came to a
close in 2002 when jurors delivered a guilty verdict in the
case of the 1963 church bombing that killed four African
American girls. Once dubbed the “Pittsburgh of the
South,” the city now employs the majority of its workers
in service jobs. The arts continue to flourish, the city’s
medical research and treatment facilities are world class,
and Birmingham is the second largest financial and
banking area in the Southeast. Residents attend plays,
concerts, and sports events in one of the finest facilities in
the country, and they shop, eat, and relax in one of the
Southeast’s largest enclosed malls, the sparkling Riv-
erchase Galleria. At the heart of the new Birmingham
stands the city’s symbol, a statue of Vulcan, Roman god



Alabama: Birmingham

of fire and the forge. To many, Birmingham seems to
have been magically forged anew.

B Geography and Climate

Located 300 miles north of the Gulf of Mexico in north-
central Alabama, Birmingham lies in the Jones Valley
between a ridge of hills running from northeast to
southwest and the Red Mountain Range, which runs in
roughly the same direction. A hilly city, Birmingham
stretches for about 15 miles along the valley. The hills
northeast and north of the city are the foothills of the
Appalachian Mountains.

During the winter, Birmingham experiences rather
low minimum temperatures. Occasional very low tem-
peratures prevent the growth of some vegetation that
might usually be expected in a subtropical climate. Snow
accumulation, however, is seldom heavy enough to cause
problems. In summer, days are very warm; from April
through October the daily highs are usually above 75° F,
with lows seldom falling below 50° F. Most of the sum-
mer precipitation comes in the form of thunderstorms,
especially in the month of July. Birmingham is located in
Dixie Alley, a tornado alley that runs from northeast
Texas to northern Alabama. Each year, an average of 23
tornadoes are recorded in the state of Alabama. The
highest number ever recorded in a single year was 55
tornadoes, in 2001.

Area: 151.95 square miles (2000)
Elevation: Average 620 feet above sea level

Average Temperatures: January, 42.6° F; July, 80.2° F;
annual average, 62.2° F

Average Annual Precipitation: 53.99 inches of rain

B History
Steel-Making Potential Spurs Growth

The Cherokee, Choctaw, and Chickasaw tribes hunted in
the Jones Valley long before the first white man set foot
there. The natives found a valley teeming with game and
strikingly marked with giant outcroppings of red rock.
John Jones and a group of pioneers came to the area in
1815 and established the village of Jonesboro, and in
1819 Jefferson County was formed. Over the next few
decades the population of the area gradually increased,
and the abundant red rock was found to be high-grade
iron ore. By the time of the Civil War, two ore-reducing
furnaces were operating for the Confederacy. They were
destroyed by Wilson’s Raiders in 1865, and development
of the valley was virtually halted until 1871, when the
Elyton Land Company, realizing the tremendous

potential of the valley rich in not only iron ore, but also
coal and limestone—the essential ingredients in steel
making—founded and incorporated a city to be built at
the junction of two major railroads. Thus Birmingham,
named for the steel-producing city in England, came into
being.

With the expansion of the railroads, what had once
been farms and woods became a boomtown, its popula-
tion growing from 1,200 people in 1871 to 4,000 people
in 1873. By 1875, however, after a cholera epidemic and
other setbacks, the city’s population had dropped back to
1,200 people. Birmingham expanded again in 1880 when
the Pratt mining operation began making coke. Two
coke furnaces went into blast that year, and by 1885, the
population was 25,000 people. Birmingham was grow-
ing, and it was beginning to experience some big-city
problems, such as crime and disease (particularly typhoid,
dysentery, and tuberculosis). The 1890s marked the
founding of Birmingham-Southern College, the Mercy
Home, and St. Vincent’s Hospital, but it was also a de-
cade torn by violence stemming from dangerous mine
and foundry conditions and conflicts between union
organizers and mine owners.

After January 1, 1900, when the first commercial
shipment of steel was made, rolling mills and other fac-
tories producing finished steel products began operating
in Birmingham. Labor troubles continued in the new
century, and the city was plagued with corrupt govern-
ment officials, vice, and gambling. But Birmingham was
growing in positive ways as well. A new model town of
Corey, planned by U.S. Steel, was developed by private
business, and eight suburbs were incorporated into the
city, doubling its population. In October 1921, the city
celebrated its fiftieth birthday with four days of festivities,
including a visit by U.S. President Warren G. Harding
and his wife. On a crest of prosperity that followed World
War I, new apartment buildings, hotels, business facilities,
and homes went up in Birmingham. During the 1920s,
however, the secret white-supremacist organization, the
Ku Klux Klan, gained considerable influence in the city;
harassment, floggings, and unexplained violence against
African Americans were unofficially tolerated by local
authorities. As a one-industry town, Birmingham was
devastated when the Great Depression of the 1930s re-
duced demand for iron and steel products; it was quickly
deemed “the hardest hit city in the nation” by President
Hoover’s administration.

Birmingham was slow to recover from the Depres-
sion, although the federal government poured more than
$350 million into the area in an attempt to stimulate the
economy. The Works Progress Administration (WPA)
tended to Birmingham’s streets and parks, and among its
projects was the restoration of the city’s statue of Vulcan,
the Roman god of the forge. The statue was removed
from the fairgrounds and placed atop a pedestal on Red
Mountain, where it still stands today. Gradually the city
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began to recover, and by the time World War II was
declared in Europe, Birmingham’s manufacturing plants
were busy preparing for an all-out war effort.

City Meets Post-War Challenges

Following World War II, the economy of Birmingham
continued to flourish, and to help fill the need for eco-
nomic diversification, two important institutions were
brought to the city: the Medical School of the University
of Alabama at Birmingham and the Alabama Research
Institute, now called the Southern Research Institute,
which is known world-wide for its research in industrial
and medical fields. A development committee attracted
more than one hundred new industries to the Birming-
ham area in the decade following World War II. In spite
of such diversification, however, Birmingham was still
hard hit by the recession in 1957, and by 1960 the city
was again struggling with unemployment. Along with
economic woes, Birmingham was embroiled in civil rights
conflicts in the 1950s and 1960s as it sought to avoid
forced integration of public transport and facilities. In
1963 civil rights advocate Martin Luther King, Jr. began
leading peaceful demonstrations in Birmingham. African
American children joining in the protests were arrested by
the thousands, and photographs from Birmingham of
demonstrators being hosed down by police and attacked
by police dogs were published worldwide. State police
were eventually called in to help restore order. Tensions
over the proposed full-scale integration of city classrooms
erupted in more violence when a bomb exploded in the
basement of a church, killing four young girls who were
changing into their choir robes. Birmingham and the
nation were shocked by the event, which convinced the
city of the need for change and signaled the end of racial
violence.

In the 1970s Birmingham was once again booming,
as residential areas spread south and east, millions of feet
of warchouse space were constructed, new shopping
malls sprang up, and the downtown area was revitalized.
The 1979 election of an African American educator as
mayor ushered in a new era of racial harmony.

In 2005 the Gulf Coast of Alabama and neighboring
states were severely damaged by Hurricane Katrina. Some
112,866 Alabamans registered with the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA) following the hur-
ricane. Birmingham, like all cities and towns in Alabama,
provided assistance to more than 40,000 displaced resi-
dents of areas where homes were destroyed. Thirteen of
Alabama’s state parks were opened to shelter hurricane
evacuees. As of 2006, one year after the hurricane, some
2,688 individuals were still living in travel trailers and
other interim housing on public and private property in
Alabama.

Today’s Birmingham, with just over one million
residents in the metropolitan area, is the largest city in
Alabama. It has become a worldwide center for health
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care and boasts a large regional presence in finance, ed-
ucation, research, engineering, transportation and distri-
bution. The early part of the new century saw the city as a
booming technological center, with a growing number of
people employed in technology jobs. Its symphony, bal-
let, orchestra, and outstanding schools make it a leader in
the arts. And, above all, Birmingham’s residents have
made integration work—in employment, education, re-
creation, and health care.

Histovical Information:  Birmingham Historical So-
ciety, One Sloss Quarters, Birmingham, AL 35222; tele-
phone (205)251-1880

B Population Profile

Metropolitan Area Residents

1980: 815,000

1990: 839,945

2000: 921,106

2006 estimate: 1,100,019

Percent change, 1990-2000: 9.6%
U.S. rank in 1980: 42nd

U.S. rank in 1990: Not reported
U.S. rank in 2000: 54th

City Residents

1980: 284,413

1990: 265,347

2000: 242,820

2006 estimate: 229,424

Percent change, 1990-2000: -8.7%

U.S. rank in 1980: 50th

U.S. rank in 1990: 60th (State rank: 1st)
U.S. rank in 2000: 82nd (State rank: 1st)

Density: 1,619.7 people per square mile (in 2000, based
on 2000 land area)

Racial and ethnic characteristics (2000)
White: 58,457
Black: 178,372
American Indian and Alaska Native: 422
Asian: 1,942
Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander: 8
Hispanic or Latino (may be of any race): 3,764
Other: 1,513

Percent of residents born in state: 82.7% (2000)

Age characteristics (2005)
Population under 5 years old: 17,422
Population 5 to 9 years old: 13,534
Population 10 to 14 years old: 17,403
Population 15 to 19 years old: 16,485
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Population 20 to 24 years old: 16,890
Population 25 to 34 years old: 32,211
Population 35 to 44 years old: 31,199
Population 45 to 54 years old: 30,486
Population 55 to 59 years old: 11,860
Population 60 to 64 years old: 8,781
Population 65 to 74 years old: 13,279
Population 75 to 84 years old: 9,359
Population 85 years and older: 3,245
Median age: 34.1 years

Births (2006, MSA)
Total number: 15,234

Deaths (2006, MSA)
Total number: 11,478

Money income (2005)
Per capita income: $16,129
Median household income: $27,020
Total households: 93,205

Number of households with income of. ..

less than $10,000: 17,201
$10,000 to $14,999: 11,090

$15,000 to $24,999: 14,777
$25,000 to $34,999: 12,704
$35,000 to $49,999: 13,609
$50,000 to $74,999: 12,943
$75,000 to $99,999: 5,277
$100,000 to $149,999: 3,900
$150,000 to $199,999: 1,040
$200,000 or more: 664

Percent of families below poverty level: 13.3% (2005)
2005 FBI Crime Index Property: 18,923
2005 FBI Crime Index Violent: 3,449

B Municipal Government

Birmingham operates under a mayor-council form of
government. The mayor is elected at large every four
years; the nine council members are also elected at large,
but on a staggered basis in odd-numbered years. Bir-
mingham was one of the nation’s first cities to participate
in an innovative program whereby citizens serve on
boards, make economic decisions, and undertake various
neighborhood projects. The Birmingham City Council is
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divided into nine committees, with three Council Mem-
bers on each committee. Committee chairpersons are
assigned by the president of the council. Each committee
is responsible for hearing items that fall under its juris-
diction and then making recommendations to the council
as a whole.

Head Official: Mayor Larry P. Langford (since 2007;
current term expires 2011)

Total Number of City Employees: 4,567 (2000)

City Information:  City Hall, 710 N. 20th St., Bir-
mingham, AL 35203; telephone (205)254-2277

B Economy

Major Industries and Commercial Activity

For many years Birmingham was a one-industry town,
dependent on the iron and steel industry. Today, though,
Birmingham’s economy relies more heavily on the medical
industry as well as trade, finance, research and government.
The major industrial investments in Birmingham have
been in automotive components manufacturing and dis-
tribution, machinery, and the metals industries. At the base
of the expanding telecommunications industry is one of
two regional corporate headquarters of BellSouth Tele-
phone Company. Birmingham is headquarters for the en-
gineering and technical services of several power
companies, including Alabama Power Company, ENER-
GEN Corporation, and Southern Natural Gas. Metro
Birmingham is a leading retail and wholesale trade center
for Alabama and parts of Florida, Georgia, Tennessee, and
Mississippi. According to the Alabama Department of In-
dustrial Relations, projections for the fastest-growing
occupations in Birmingham through 2012 include jobs in
medical services. A mecca for health care and medical re-
search, Birmingham boasts the University of Alabama
Medical Center, known throughout the world for its re-
search on the treatment of cardiovascular disease, diabetes,
cancer, AIDS, and arthritis. Birmingham’s Southern Re-
search Institute, the largest nonprofit independent re-
search laboratory in the Southeast, has gained national
prominence.

With a plethora of Birmingham businesses working
in international trade and warchousing and with the city’s
nearby waterways, Birmingham is a major distribution
center. The city’s proximity to the Warrior-Tombigbee
River System, which connects to the Tennessee-Tom-
bigbee Waterway, enables Birmingham to be a major
shipper of general commodities. Birmingham has also
experienced significant growth as a transportation hub
because of its central southeast location, and the fact that
it is served by nine airlines, eight air cargo services, ap-
proximately 100 truck lines, three Class I and two short-
line railroads, and more than ten barge lines.
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Multimillion-dollar runway and cargo facility expansions
at Birmingham International Airport were completed in
2007 as part of the city’s efforts to encourage further
growth in the transportation and distribution industries.

Items and goods produced: cast iron pipe, transporta-
tion equipment (automotive, rail, and aircraft
equipment), fabricated metal products, electronics,
plastic products, office furniture, containers, paper
products, and fire extinguishers

Incentive Programs—New and Existing
Companies

The City of Birmingham Office of Economic Develop-
ment (OED) provides a wide variety of federal, state and
locally-sponsored programs and activities, including fi-
nancial assistance, employment and training, business
assistance and retention programs, and site specific tar-
geted economic development initiatives.

Local programs:  The Birmingham Business Resource
Center (BBRC) is a one-stop center for small business
finance and related technical assistance. BBRC is spon-
sored by the City of Birmingham and area banks. It
brings together in one location a number of small busi-
ness loan programs previously offered by the Office of
Economic Development and area banks.

State progvams:  Alabama boasts a progressive state
business environment as demonstrated by its compre-
hensive right-to-work laws, one-stop environmental per-
mitting, and a positive state and local government
attitude toward new and expanding business. In fact, the
Alabama Development Office was named the top state
economic development agency in the United States in
2006. Tax rates are competitive; for example, employers
who provide or sponsor an approved basic skills education
program qualify to receive a 20 percent credit on state
corporate income tax liability. The Alabama Enterprise
Zone Program helps attract new business to Alabama
with tax breaks to those operating in the designated
10,000-acre industrial area. Information about these
incentives is available through the Alabama Development
Office. Birmingham’s Office of Economic Development
offers a Business Retention Program, Marketing Re-
cruitment Program, and Industrial Parks Program, all
designed to promote business development in the city.

Job training programs:  In April 2001 Jefterson State
Community College unveiled its new manufacturing
center, where students learn vocational skills including
industrial maintenance, automation, computer-aided
drafting and drawing, machining and telecommunica-
tions. The manufacturing program’s goal is to train
workers who can be productive as soon as they are hired.
Rather than instruct students by theory, the school asked
area manufacturers to detail their needs. Top business
executives in Alabama applaud the state’s Industrial
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Development Training Program, which does everything
from advertising, to processing job applications, to
training and delivering employees.

Development Projects

After considerable renovations in 2000, the upgraded
Birmingham-Jefferson Civic Center opened as the newly
named Birmingham-Jefferson Convention Complex.
The upgraded complex hosts a variety of events in its
many venues, which include the ample exhibition hall
and meeting rooms, a 19,000 seat sports and perfor-
mance arena, a theater and an adjoining hotel. Devel-
opers and city agencies are looking toward major
revitalization efforts in downtown Birmingham. The
city’s skyline changed when work was completed in
2002 on the $27 million, 11-story Concord Center
office building, the first new multi-tenant office building
downtown in 11 years. Operation New Birmingham
(ONB), a non-profit organization, is supported by the
City of Birmingham and by contributions from busi-
nesses, individuals and Jefferson County, works with
developers to revitalize the downtown business district.
Among ONB’s projects were renovations, completed in
2004, of several downtown buildings into retail and loft
space. A new $34 million building houses the Northern
Alabama District of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
The Park Place/Metropolitan Gardens Redevelopment
was to replace a deteriorating low-income housing
project with 663 mixed-housing units in a six-block
community. The city’s largest planned downtown resi-
dential project, the Railroad Reservation Lofts, is a $22
million, nine-story structure that was slated for com-
pletion in 2007. The project will offer commercial space,
apartments and condominiums.

In private developments, so many auto-related
companies have located in greater Birmingham that
residents call the area “little Detroit.” A half hour
southwest of Birmingham, in the tiny town of Vance in
Tuscaloosa County, a new road called Mercedes Drive
leads to the first Mercedes-Benz auto plant ever built in
North America. The Mercedes-Benz Vance plant, built in
1993, is also the first Mercedes-Benz passenger-car as-
sembly plant outside Germany. Alabama offered $80
million in incentives to entice Mercedes-Benz to set up
shop in the state; by 2000 Mercedes had invested $380
million in Alabama. In 2001 Mercedes-Benz began
construction on a $600 million expansion. Completed in
May 2005, the expansion doubled production capacity
and increased the size of the workforce to 4,000. State
investments in auto production have led several auto
service production plants to open shop near Birmingham
and in other areas of the state. These include four new
plants, opened in 2004 and 2005, by BLG Logistics,
Quality Sorting Service, TW-Fittings-NA, and WKW
Erbsloh Automotive GmbH. Hyundai has a plant in
Montgomery and Honda operates one in Lincoln.
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In other private developments, one of downtown
Birmingham’s largest and most conspicuous vacant
buildings received a $30 million facelift from Bayer
Properties, which finished conversion in 2003 of the
cight-story 1908 DPizitz department store building to
Class A office space with a ground-floor retail compo-
nent. In 2002 American Cast Iron Pipe Co. (ACIPCO)
prepared for stricter pollution regulations with an $80
million expansion at its North Birmingham plant. The
company added 61,000 square feet of space to add a
state-of-the-art, electrically fired furnace.

There is also plenty of activity going on at the Uni-
versity of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB). In 1998,
Alabama health officials endorsed a 5-year, $578 million
expansion of UAB’s University Hospital complex. In late
2004, the new 885,000 square foot, 11-story hospital
opened with 37 operating suites, 4 intensive care units,
96 private patient rooms, and an emergency unit the size
of a football field. In April 2002, UAB broke ground on a
new 323,000-square-foot, 12-story Shelby Interdisci-
plinary Biomedical Research Building. Phase I was com-
pleted in April 2006, with Phase II and Phase III
scheduled for completion by fall 2007. The facility was
planned to house four distinct research programs, and
was expected to generate $100 million in annual grants
and employ 1,400 people. Oxmoor Valley Research Park
was created by a partnership of UAB and the city of
Birmingham, and houses the university’s Office for the
Advancement of Developing Industries Technology
Center (OADI). Since UAB became an autonomous
campus, it has spent about $800 million on new con-
struction and has built about 100 buildings in an 82-
block area.

Economic Development Information: City of Bir-
mingham Office of Economic Development, 710 20th
Street North, Birmingham, AL 35203; telephone (205)
254-2799; fax (205)254-7741; email cmsmith@earth-
link.net. BBRC, 110 12th Street North, Birmingham, AL
35203; telephone (205)250-6380; fax (205)250-6384;
email info@bbrc.biz. Alabama Development Office, Neal
Wade, Director, 401 Adams Avenue, Suite 670, Mon-
tgomery, AL 36130-4106; telephone (800)248-0033;
email idinfo@www.ado.state.al.us. Alabama Department
of Industrial Relations, Phyllis Kennedy, Director, 649
Monroe Street, Montgomery, AL 36131; telephone
(334)242-8990; fax (334)242-3960; email LMI@dir.
state.al.us. Operation New Birmingham, 505 20th Street
North, Suite 150, Birmingham, AL, 35203; telephone
(205)324-8797; fax (205)324-8799.

Commercial Shipping

Born at the junction of two railroads, and always an im-
portant transportation center, Birmingham today is served
by an outstanding network of highways, extensive rail
track, air-cargo facilities, and nearby navigable waterways.
The CSX and Burlington Northern Santa Fe railroad
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systems haul freight to and from the metropolitan area,
where a multimodal system is located. More than 100 truck
lines, many with nationwide service, and five air-cargo firms
move goods and products for Birmingham companies.
Birmingham’s Airport Industrial Park is designated as a
Foreign Trade Zone, a major asset in attracting additional
business to the area. General commodities are transported
economically on barges along the nearby Warrior-Tom-
bigbee River System and the Tennessee-Tombigbee Wa-
terway to other inland cities and through the Port of
Mobile to foreign countries.

Labor Force and Employment Outlook
Birmingham’s transformed economy is now less depen-
dent on cyclical manufacturing and mining sectors and
more on health and financial services. Birmingham is the
state’s center for advanced technology and there are more
engineers per capita living in the local area than in any
other city in the Southeast.

Birmingham, like other Alabama cities, enjoys a good
reputation in Asia. Local analysts predict that the region
will continue to be a magnet for overseas capital.

The following is a summary of data regarding the
Birmingham-Hoover metropolitan area labor force, 2006
annual averages.

Size of nonagricultural labor force: 528,200

Number of workers employed in. ..

construction and mining: 37,800
manufacturing: 44,300

trade, transportation and utilities: 113,600
information: 12,500

financial activities: 39,900

professional and business services: 68,000
educational and health services: 62,500
leisure and hospitality: 44,200

other services: 23,400

government: 82,000

Average hourly earnings of production workers
employed in manufacturing: $16.16

Unemployment rate: 3.6% (June 2007)

Lavgest vegional employers

(2007) Number of employees

University of Alabama

at Birmingham 18,750
AT&T 5,485
Regions Bank 5,000
Birmingham Board of

Education 5,000
City of Birmingham 4,989
Jefterson County Board

of Education 4.800
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Birmingham Public

Schools 4.555
Honda Manufacturing

of Alabama 4,500
Walmart 4,320
Jefterson County

Government 4,191
Baptist Health Systems 4,000
Mercedes-Benz U.S.

International, Inc. 4,000
Bruno’s Supermarkets,

Inc. 3,477

Cost of Living
Birmingham’s cost of living, as well as its housing prices,
are slightly below the national average.

The following is a summary of data regarding several
key cost of living factors for the Birmingham area.

2007 (1st quarter) ACCRA Average House Price:
$259,000

2007 (1st quarter) ACCRA Cost of Living Index:
95.6

State income tax rate: 2.0% to 5.0%

State sales tax rate: 4.0%

Local income tax rate: 1.00% (occupational)
Local sales tax rate: 3.0%

Property tax rate: $18.70 per $1,000 assessed value
(2004)

Economic Information: Metropolitan Development
Board, 2027 First Avenue North, Suite 1300, Birming-
ham, AL 35203; telephone (205)328-3047; fax (205)
328-3073. Office of Economic Development, City of
Birmingham, 710 North 20th Street, Birmingham, AL
35203; telephone (205)254-2799; fax (205)254-7741.
State of Alabama, Department of Industrial Relations,
Phyllis Kennedy, Director, 649 Monroe Street, Mon-
tgomery, AL 36131; telephone (334)242-8990; fax
(334)242-3960.

B Education and Research

Elementary and Secondary Schools

Birmingham City Schools employ over 4,000 individuals
to serve approximately 30,730 students. Enrollment has
been declining since the 1990s. In 2003 several schools
closed and several were reorganized to become K-8
schools. Ensley High School merged with Jackson Olin
High School to become P. D. Jackson Olin High School.

11



Alabama: Birmingham

Ossiec Ware Mitchell Elementary School is a new ele-
mentary school built to serve the eastern part of the city.
Glen Iris Elementary, Robinson Elementary, and Weno-
nah High School were all housed in new buildings as of
the 2007-08 school year. The system offers specialized
programs in English as a Second Language (ESL) and
family literacy. In addition to special programs for gifted
students, the Birmingham City Schools operate the Ed-
ucation Program for the Individual Child (EPIC schools)
with a population of 50 percent typical children and 50
percent children with developmental challenges; or 50
percent African American students and 50 percent white
students; or 50 percent girls and 50 percent boys. EPIC
schools aim to foster the individual student’s sense of self-
worth by helping students to communicate and under-
stand one another. Seventeen public school systems serve
the five-county Birmingham area. Fourteen of the sev-
enteen systems rank above the national average on
Scholastic Aptitude Test scores. Birmingham is the home
of the Alabama School of Fine Arts, one of only a few
such schools in the country to offer intensive study in
both academic areas and the arts for grades seven through
twelve. Mikhail Baryshnikov ranks the ballet school as
one of the top three in the country.

The following is a summary of data regarding the
Birmingham City Schools as of the 2005-2006 school
year.

Total enrollment: 30,730

Number of facilities

clementary schools: 35

junior high/middle schools: 13
senior high schools: 9

other: 2

Student/teacher ratio: 15.1:1

Teacher salaries (2005-06)

elementary median: $40,830
junior high/middle median: $41,960
secondary median: $41,840

Funding per pupil: $7,797

Colleges and Universities

Eleven major institutions of higher learning are located in
metropolitan Birmingham. They offer undergraduate and
graduate degrees in such fields as engineering, business,
education, medicine, nursing, pharmacy, religion, law,
music, and liberal arts. The largest is the University of
Alabama at Birmingham (UAB), with 16,000 students.
UAB is ranked as one of the finest medical centers in the
world. According to The New York Times, UAB plays a
major role in the life of the city. It provides assistance to
90 public schools and research information to numerous
developing local businesses. Other Birmingham schools
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include Samford University, a private institution affiliated
with the Baptist State Convention; Birmingham-South-
ern College, a four-year liberal arts school affiliated with
the Methodist Church; Miles College; Bessemer State
Technical College; Jefferson State Community College;
University of Montevallo; Virginia College at Birming-
ham; Herzing College; Lawson State Community Col-
lege; and ITT Technical Institute.

Libraries and Research Centers

In addition to 20 Birmingham Public Library locations,
the Jefferson County Library System has 19 municipal
libraries. The system numbers more than 1.5 million
items in its collection and circulates almost 4 million
items per year, including books, magazines, and record-
ings. More than 20 other libraries serve Birmingham;
some of them are affiliated with educational institutions,
while others are associated with religious groups or re-
search centers. Their collections focus on such areas of
interest as botany and horticulture, art, law, religion, re-
gional history, engineering, genealogy, energy, science,
medicine, and business.

In keeping with its status as a medical center for the
Southeast, Birmingham is home to a large number of
health care research centers, most of which are supported
by the University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB).
UAB, with its affiliate Southern Research Institute,
receives more than $460 million in grant and contract
money. Major projects center on aging, heart discase,
human genetics, and immunological and other diseases.
UAB is a designated center for AIDS research, and
its Spinal Cord Injury Care System is one of the few in
the nation. The Southern Research Institute is nation-
ally recognized for its virus studies, cancer research,
and industrial research programs. Area research cen-
ters are active in other fields as well, including compu-
ters, education, labor, urban affairs, metallurgy, and
electronics.

Public Library Information:  Birmingham Public
Library, 2100 Park Place, Birmingham, AL 35203; tele-
phone (205)226-3610.

B Health Care

Internationally known as a medical center, Birmingham is
a leader in the prevention and treatment of illness. The
University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB) is a leader
in research and education. Its Comprehensive Cancer
Center, one of 41 in the country and the only one in a
five-state area, is ranked as expert.

Many of the 17 hospitals in the area offer specialized
care while providing a total of more than 6,000 beds.
Health care institutions other than those affiliated with
the University of Alabama include hospitals operated by
the Baptist and Methodist churches and others. UAB’s
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specialty hospitals include the Spain Rehabilitation Cen-
ter and the Callahan Eye Foundation Hospital. UAB’s
$125-million Kirklin Clinic, an outpatient facility,
employs more than 700 physicians in 35 specialities.

B Recreation

Sightseeing

Visitors to Birmingham will enjoy the variety of parks
throughout the city, including the 90-acre Highland Park
with its modern sports complex and golf course; Roebuck
Park, known for its beautiful golf course and wooded
grounds; Avondale, with an amphitheater, duck pond,
and formal rose garden; East Lake, with more than 50
acres of fresh water; and Magnolia, known for its flowing
fountains. Birmingham’s Vulcan Park features a towering
statue of Vulcan, the Roman god of fire and the forge,
the city’s symbol. Said to be the largest iron figure ever
cast, it rises 55 feet above its pedestal to reach a total of
179 feet. This monument, a tribute to the iron industry in
Birmingham, is unique in that it honors an industry rather
than a person or event. A glass enclosed elevator takes
visitors to the statue’s climate controlled observation deck
for an aerial view of the city.

One of the largest zoos in the Southeast, the Bir-
mingham Zoo exhibits mammals, birds, and reptiles in
near-natural surroundings within a 100-acre compound.
Rare species such as Siberian tigers, white rhinoceroses,
gorillas, and polar bears join exhibits of specimens from
nations around the globe. The Social Animals Building is
the latest example of a leading-edge zoo concept that
groups animals in exhibits according to lifestyle char-
acteristics rather than species. In 2005, the zoo celebrated
its 50th year with the addition of a $15 million exhibit
devoted to the urban, rural, and wild animals and envi-
ronment of Alabama. Across the street from the zoo are
Birmingham’s internationally known Botanical Gardens,
which offer the visitor both indoor and outdoor plant
displays of common and rare plants. Among its more than
67 acres of flowers and plants from all over the world are
an authentic Japanese garden and a rose garden featuring
more than 2,000 blooming plants.

Birmingham’s early history is preserved at the
Arlington Antebellum Home and Gardens, a Greek Re-
vival mansion built between 1845 and 1850, now re-
stored to its original splendor and filled with period
pieces. The home also hosts craft demonstrations and a
variety of social functions.

At Ruffner Mountain Nature Center, a 1,000-acre
nature preserve just five miles from the heart of the city
center, 11 miles of hiking trails allow visitors to explore
the nation’s largest urban wilderness. The environmental
education center offers a variety of changing exhibits and
a gift shop. Free admission and free and fee-based pro-
grams are available for all ages. Thirty minutes south of
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the city, Oak Mountain State Park is Alabama’s largest
state park and offers 10,000 acres of mountains, forest
land and lakes with space for camping, hiking biking,
fishing and horseback riding.

Arts and Culture

Birmingham is fast becoming a leading center for the arts
in the Southeast, providing superb facilities, emphasizing
arts education, and showcasing numerous performances
and exhibits. The pride of Birmingham is the Birming-
ham-Jefferson Convention Complex, which occupies a
seven-square-block area in the heart of the city. Pre-
senting more than 600 events a year, the complex hosts
meetings, conventions, sporting events, ballets, operas,
plays, concerts, shows, and lectures. The complex’s con-
cert hall, called one of the finest facilities in the world,
seats 3,000 people in an acoustically superior auditorium.
Its theater seats more than 1,000 people and features a
stage that can change from a proscenium opening to
three other forms, depending on the performance. The
theater plays host to the Alabama Symphony Orchestra,
which showcases both classical and pops performances.
For young people interested in drama, the Birmingham
Children’s Theatre, which performs at the theater, has
gained a national reputation.

The non-profit Birmingham Music Cooperative is
comprised of four member organizations and is dedicated
to scheduling, fundraising, education, community out-
reach and marketing efforts on behalf of its members,
which include: the Birmingham Art Music Alliance,
which features new music by local composers, community
members, students and professionals; the Birmingham
Chamber Music Society, which performs in and around
Birmingham; the Birmingham Music Club, which offers
specialty performances by world-class performers and a
strong outreach program; and Opera Birmingham, which
stages full operas and recitals. The Birmingham Metro-
politan Orchestra made its debut in 1996.

Birmingham is home to the Alabama Ballet, which
performs on tour and in the city. The Alabama School of
Fine Arts is famous for the quality of its young dancers.
Southern Danceworks operates as Alabama’s only mod-
ern dance company. The Birmingham Repertory Theatre,
the Birmingham Festival Theatre, and the Terrific New
Theatre (TNT) also stage dramatic offerings. The Ala-
bama Jazz Hall of Fame has a permanent home down-
town in the Art Deco Carver Theatre and jazz is also
performed by the Birmingham Heritage Band. The Ala-
bama Theatre, a restored 1920s movie palace with a
classic Wurlitzer organ, features concerts, plays, and
recitals.

The University of Alabama at Birmingham hosts
many cultural events; the city expanded its offerings in
1997 when the $17 million Alys Robinson Stephens
Performing Arts Center opened its doors. That facility is
part of a complex that includes a recital hall, a “black
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box” theater for student productions, and the Sirote
Theater, where performances of the Alabama Shakespeare
Festival are scheduled.

Birmingham’s museums and galleries reflect its
history, as well as the diverse interests of its residents.
Located in the expanded Convention Complex, The
Alabama Sports Hall of Fame Museum displays a host of
articles relating to the sports history of the state, in-
cluding plaques, trophies, uniforms, recordings, and
films. Memorabilia such as Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant’s
cap and Pat Sullivan’s Heisman trophy are housed in the
museum.

The Birmingham Museum of Art, which celebrated a
50-year anniversary in 2001, holds a collection of 21,000
works of art. Said to be the largest municipally supported
museum in the South, the museum features paintings and
sculptures from many cultures and periods, including Pre-
Colombian, Indian, and African. It is also noted for its
collections of Wedgwood ceramics, Remington bronzes,
and Oriental Art. The BMA completed a $17 million
renovation in 1992; additions included a sculpture gar-
den, 7,000 more feet of gallery space, a 350-seat audi-
torium, and a restaurant.

The Birmingham Civil Rights Institute houses exhi-
bits that depict historical events pertaining to race rela-
tions from post-World War I to the present. The institute
promotes research and discussion through its education
program services. It was constructed across from the
Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, where it is the focal
point of a Civil Rights District that includes the church,
an African American commercial neighborhood, the
Fourth Avenue Business District, the Alabama Jazz Hall
of Fame, and Kelly Ingram Park, site of many 1960s civil
rights marches.

Among Birmingham’s other museums are the Ala-
bama Museum of the Health Sciences, which contains
items relating to the history of medicine; the Southern
Museum of Flight, whose holdings include replicas of
monoplanes and other items relating to the history of
flight in Alabama; Meyer Planetarium, which gives pro-
grams on the stars and constellations; Bessemer Hall of
History, which displays pioneer items, fossils, Civil War
artifacts, and other unusual exhibits such as Adolph
Hitler’s typewriter; and the Sloss Furnaces National
Historical Landmark, a combination museum and park
where visitors can examine two blast furnaces and observe
iron-making technology. The McWane Center in
downtown Birmingham promotes scientific exploration
for all ages. The 180,000 square foot Center features an
IMAX Dome Theater, hands-on exhibits, educational
programming and permanent and traveling exhibits.

Festivals and Holidays

Each April, the world-famous Birmingham International
Festival, Birmingham’s largest festival, salutes a different
foreign country. During three days of activities devoted
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to film, dance, sculpture, music, fashion, food, and fun,
more than 250,000 people attend events sponsored by
civic organizations, schools, churches, museums, and
ethnic groups. The International Festival runs in con-
junction with the city’s annual Magic City Art Connec-
tion, featuring more than 200 juried art exhibitors. Also
in spring, the Birmingham International Educational
Film Festival features outstanding educational films.
June’s City Stages Festival fills Linn Park with three days
of performances by more than fifty top jazz, blues, rock
and gospel musical acts. Birmingham Jam, held in the fall
at Sloss Furnaces, brings jazz, blues, and gospel groups
from around the country for three days of quality
performances.

The young and growing Sidewalk Moving Picture
Festival in September offers four days of independent
film viewing at venues in Birmingham’s downtown
theater district. At the Bluff Park Arts and Crafts Show
cach October, browsers can see and buy arts and crafts
items and enjoy a barbecue. Fall is the season for the
Alabama State Fair, held at the State Fairgrounds in
Birmingham. Demonstrations, exhibitions, contests,
and entertainment are presented along with items for
display and for sale. Other major celebrations include
the Greek Food Festival, Oktoberfest, the Juneteenth
Culture Fest, and the Lebanese Food and Cultural
Festival.

Sports for the Spectator

Often called “The Football Capital of the South,” Bir-
mingham enjoys a rich sports history. The legendary Paul
“Bear” Bryant and Ralph “Shug” Jordan both coached
football teams for many years at Birmingham’s Legion
Field Stadium, where the University of Alabama’s Crim-
son Tide played its games to capacity crowds. In 2004,
structural issues to Legion Field’s upper deck seating
forced the Tide to move most of their games to the
Bryant-Denny Stadium. Baseball fans go to Hoover
Metropolitan Stadium from April to September to watch
the Birmingham Barons, a Double A farm club of the
Chicago White Sox. The Barons’ former home and oldest
American ballpark, Rickwood Field, is enjoying restora-
tion and offers visitors a glimpse into history with tours
and games. Greyhounds race at the Birmingham Race
Course, a track set on a 330-acre wooded site. The
grandstand can accommodate 20,000 spectators who
may also enjoy the clubhouse and private facilities. The
University of Alabama at Birmingham Blazers play at
UAB Arena and the Birmingham-Jefferson Convention
Complex. The Birmingham-Jefferson Convention Com-
plex regularly hosts prestigious national basketball events
and championships and is home to the Birmingham
Steeldogs football team. Greystone Country Club hosts
the Bruno’s Memorial Classic Senior PGA tournament
cach May. It has become one of the most popular venues
on the Senior Tour.
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Sports for the Participant
The Birmingham Park and Recreation Board operates
127 public recreational facilities, which host 2 public golf
courses, 16 swimming pools, more than 120 tennis
courts, and 23 softball fields. Suburban communities also
boast fine recreational opportunities. Marathoners can
test their endurance in the annual Mercedes Marathon, or
the city’s 10K Vulcan Run. A massive theme park in
nearby Bessemer called VisionLand includes water sports,
rides, auto racing, and skeet shooting. The Barber Vin-
tage Motorsports Park opened in 2003. The $54 million
racing facility and museum houses the Porsche Driving
Experience school and hosts a variety of motorcycle and
auto racing events. Built into the landscape, the state-of-
the-art racetrack has no grandstands, with seating built
into the surrounding hillside and offering good viewing
vantage points from most locations. The Museum
showcases nearly 900 motorcycles and 45 cars, most from
businessman George W. Barber Jr.’s own collection.
Fishing enthusiasts enjoy bass fishing in the area
surrounding Birmingham, especially at Inland Lake, Lake
Purdy, and in a bend in the Warrior River known as
Locust Fork. The quality of the bass fishing in the area
earned Birmingham the designation as “Bass Capital of
the World” by ESPN and Bassmaster Magazine in 2006.
Birmingham is famous for its beautiful golf courses. Its
Oxmoor Valley Golf Course is one stop on the Robert
Trent Jones Golf Trail, the largest golf course construction
project ever attempted with a total of 378 holes over 18
courses throughout the state. According to Golfmagazine,
the course is “Alabama’s equivalent of Disney World.”

Shopping and Dining

The most recent center to open is Colonial Promenade
Tutwiler Farm shopping center, whose tenants include
Home Depot, SuperTarget, and Books-A-Million. The
new Watermark Place Outlet Center features more than
30 outlet stores. The Summit, with just under 80 shops
opened in November 1997 and includes stores never
before seen in the state, including Williams-Sonoma. One
of the most exciting shopping centers in the Southeast is
the Riverchase Galleria, located at the interchange of I-
459 and U.S. 31, 13 miles south of downtown Bir-
mingham and in the center of the Riverchase community.
The mall boasts the luxurious Wynfrey Hotel, an office
tower, a ten-foot statue of blue herons in flight, the
largest skylight in the country, and more than 200 stores.
Five Points South is an entertainment and shopping area
on the south side that offers unique restaurants, bars and
specialty shops; it is the scene of a variety of festivals. The
sights, sounds, and scents of an old-fashioned farmer’s
market are available at two Birmingham locations—the
Jefterson County Truck Growers Association and Pepper
Place Market. The Jefferson County market is open daily,
year-round. The Pepper Place Market in the Lakeview
Design District operates on Saturdays and offers fresh
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vegetables and flowers, baked goods, local organic pro-
duce and cooking demonstrations by area chefs.

Birmingham residents are proud of their tradition of
sumptuous dining coupled with southern hospitality.
More than 600 restaurants dot the Birmingham area,
from fast-food outlets to establishments specializing in
ethnic cuisine and those featuring traditional southern
barbecue: meat cooked slowly over coals and basted with
savory sauce.

Visitor Information:  Greater Birmingham Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau, 2200 Ninth Avenue North,
Birmingham, AL 35203; telephone (205)458-8000.
Visitor Information Centers are located on the lower level
of the Birmingham International Airport, telephone
(205)458-8002, and at 1201 University Boulevard,
telephone (205)458-8001. For information on Univer-
sity of Alabama events, call (205)934-0553. For weather
information, call (205)945-7000.

B Convention Facilities

The Birmingham-Jefferson Convention Complex com-
pleted a $140 million expansion in 2000, creating even
more versatile convention facilities. Located on seven
square blocks in downtown Birmingham, the center is
only ten minutes from the airport. Its facilities include the
Exhibition Hall, covering 220,000 square feet and fea-
turing 74 meeting rooms to accommodate up to 1,200
participants; the 3,000-seat Concert Hall, one of the
most acoustically effective structures in the country; the
1,000-seat Theatre, with a moveable stage that can be
adjusted to suit differing performance requirements; and
the Arena, which seats 19,000 people, making it one of
the largest such facilities in the Southeast. Within the
Complex, the ten-story Medical Forum building contains
classrooms, meeting space, commercial office suites and
an auditorium. The Complex also features retail opera-
tions including the Alabama Sports Hall of Fame, and
adjoining 770-room Sheraton Birmingham hotel.

The historic art deco Boutwell Municipal Auditorium
offers a main arena seating capacity of up to 6,000 people
and an exhibition hall capacity of 1,000. About 20 minutes
from the airport, the Bessemer Civic Center has a main hall
that seats 1,600 people and additional meeting rooms for
up to 300 people. Arthur’s Conference Center has 2,560
square feet of meeting/banquet space that can be broken
down into three smaller rooms. With a total of more than
14,000 hotel and motel rooms in the metropolitan area,
many of them having gone through renovations in the
1990s and in the early part of the new century, Birmingham
is ready to accommodate large and small groups.

Convention Information: Greater Birmingham
Convention and Visitors Bureau, 2200 North Avenue
North, Birmingham, AL 35203; telephone (800)458-
8085.
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B Transportation

Approaching the City

Nine commercial airlines operating at Birmingham In-
ternational Airport offer more than 160 daily flights to
and from 25 non-stop destinations and 27 direct flight
destinations. The airport is only ten minutes from
downtown. It completed a $43-million runway expansion
in 2007 and added 400,000 square feet to its air cargo
facility space. Four interstate highways bring motorists
into Birmingham: Interstates 20 and 59 connect from the
east/northeast to the west/southwest; Interstate 65 from
north to south; and Interstate 459, which bypasses the
central city on the south. U.S. Highway 280 enters from
the southeast, U.S. 31 from the north, U.S. 78 from the
northwest, and U.S. 11 from the southwest and north-
cast. Amtrak offers daily passenger service to Birmingham
from Mobile, New Orleans, and New York. Service to
Los Angeles, Orlando and New Orleans is provided three
times per week. Greyhound serves Birmingham out of a
downtown terminal.

Traveling in the City

A hilly city, Birmingham lies in a valley running from
northeast to southwest. The roads are laid out in a grid
pattern; those that run roughly east to west are designated
as numbered avenues, while those that run north to south
are designated as numbered streets. The Birmingham-
Jefferson County Transit Authority provides public trans-
portation within the city of Birmingham. Nicknamed
MAX—for Metro Area Express—the bus system provides
regular city bus service and, in the downtown area, trolley-
like vehicles called DART that carry passengers from lo-
cation to location throughout the central business district.

B Communications

Newspapers and Magazines

Birmingham’s only major daily newspaper is the Bir-
mingham News, which is published seven days a week.
The Birmingham Times serves the city’s African American
community. Other newspapers in the city serve college
students and various religious groups. Birmingham is also
the home of the Southern Progress Corporation, which
publishes magazines such as Southern Living, a monthly
focusing on homes, cuisine, gardens, and recreation; and
Cooking Light, one of the country’s leading healthy life-
style magazines. Other magazines published in Birming-
ham include: Stroke Smart, Birmingham Magazine,
Executive Traveler, and Business Alabama.

Television and Radio

Birmingham is served by eight television stations, of
which four are affiliated with the major commercial net-
works and one with public broadcasting. Additional

16

stations are available via cable and satellite dish. The
largest Roman Catholic media outlet in the world,
EWTN, is headquartered in the Birmingham suburb of
Irondale. The Birmingham metro area is served by 15
AM and 24 FM radio stations, which broadcast a wide
range of programs, from gospel, country/western, and
inspirational, to big band, jazz, news/talk, and rock.

Media Information:  Birmingham News, PO Box
2553, Birmingham, AL 35202; telephone (205)325-
2444,

Birmingham Online

Alabama Bureau of Tourism and Travel. Available
www.touralabama.org

Alabama Development Office. Available www.ado
.state.al.us

Alabama Live (entertainment listings and more).
Available www.al.com

Birmingham City Schools. Available birmingham
.schoolinsites.com

Birmingham International Airport. Available www
.bhamintairport.com

Birmingham News. Available www.al.com/news

Birmingham Public Library. Available www.bham
Jib.al.us

City of Birmingham Home Page. Available www
.Informationbirmingham.com

City of Birmingham Office of Economic
Development. Available www.
informationbirmingham.com/economic.htm

Greater Birmingham Convention and Visitors
Bureau. Available www.bcvb.org

Information about development opportunities,
events, and amenities in City Center. Available
www.yourcitycenter.com/ONB /onb_index
.htm
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Huntsville

B The City in Brief
Founded: 1805 (incorporated 1811)
Head Official: Mayor Loretta P. Spencer (since 1996)

City Population
1980: 143,000
1990: 159,789
2000: 158,216
2006 estimate: 168,132
Percent change, 1990-2000: 1.3%
U.S. rank in 1980: Not available
U.S. rank in 1990: Not available
U.S. rank in 2000: Not available

Metropolitan Area Population

1980: Not available

1990: 238,912

2000: 342,376

2006 estimate: 376,753

Percent change, 1990-2000: Not available
U.S. rank in 1980: Not available

U.S. rank in 1990: Not available

U.S. rank in 2000: 119th (MSA)

Area: 174.43 square miles (2007)
Elevation: 600 feet above sea level

Average Annual Temperatures: January, 39.8° F; July,
79.5° F; annual average, 60.6° F

Average Annual Precipitation: 57.51 inches of rain; 2.7
inches of snow

Major Economic Sectors: services, wholesale and retail
trade, government

Unemployment Rate: 3.2% (June 2007)

Per Capita Income: $30,424 (2005)
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2005 FBI Crime Index Property: 11,513
2005 FBI Crime Index Violent: 1,220

Major Colleges and Universities: Alabama A&M Uni-
versity, University of Alabama in Huntsville, Oak-
wood College

Daily Newspaper: The Huntsville Times

B Introduction

Huntsville is one of the southeast’s most interesting cities.
It blends Southern hospitality with innovative high
technology ventures and cultural diversity. Technology,
space, and defense industries have a major presence in
Huntsville with the army’s Redstone Arsenal, NASA’s
Marshall Space Flight Center, and Cummings Research
Park. Huntsville is home to several Fortune 500 compa-
nies, and offers a wide range of manufacturing, retail, and
service industries. The city also offers residents a variety of
educational, recreational, and cultural opportunities.
Visitors as well as residents are drawn to Huntsville’s
museums, arts performances, historic districts, festivals,
parks, and other outdoor activities. Indeed, demonstrat-
ing the city’s recreational potential, National Geographic
Adventure listed Huntsville among the nation’s top 50
cities for outdoor adventure activities in 2007. Huntsville
is consistently named as one of the best places to live and
work by a number of national publications. The city is
often listed as a prime location for both business and
quality of life. In 2007 Foreign-Direct Investment maga-
zine named Huntsville the number one U.S. small city of
the future.

Huntsville, a 200-year-old city, can send those who
seek its secrets to the moon and stars at the Space and
Rocket Center or back to the city’s beginnings at
Constitution Hall Village. Science or history, the city
has it all.

17



Alabama: Huntsville

B Geography and Climate

Huntsville is located in the Tennessee River Valley. There
are many mesas and large hills partially surrounding the
city, associated with the Cumberland Plateau. Monte
Sano (“Mountain of Health” in Italian), east of the city, is
the most notable. Here the 25th Alabama Battalion
surrendered to Union troops on May 11, 1865. Other
mountains include Round Top, Huntsville, and the
Green Mountains. Also, Wade Mountain lies to the
north, Rainbow Mountain to the west, and Weeden and
Madkin Mountains on Redstone Arsenal in the south.
One can see Brindlee Mountain in the south across the
Tennessee River. Like other regions of the Cumberland
Plateau, Huntsville’s land is karst in nature. Huntsville
was founded around a karst spring, Big Spring, and there
are many caves perforating the limestone bedrock un-
derneath the city.

Huntsville experiences hot, humid summers and
generally mild winters. Although most winters record
some measurable snow, overall there is little significant
snowfall. During the spring and fall, there may be tor-
nadoes. Significant tornadoes occurred in 1974, 1989,

and 1995.
Area: 174.43 square miles (2007)
Elevation: 600 feet above sea level

Average Temperatures: January, 39.8° F; July, 79.5° F;
annual average, 60.6° F

Average Annual Precipitation: 57.51 inches of rain; 2.7
inches of snow

m History

Huntsville, the county seat of Madison County, was in-
corporated in 1811. Its history began earlier, however;
1805 is recognized as the city’s birth date. In that year,
the city’s namesake and first settler, John Hunt, arrived to
settle the land around Big Spring, a karst spring. How-
ever, Hunt did not properly register his claim. The area
was sold to the Georgian capitalist LeRoy Pope for $23
an acre. Pope named the town Twickenham to honor the
home village of his distant kinsman, the eighteenth-cen-
tury English poet Alexander Pope. The people of the
town later had the unpopular name changed back to
Huntsville.

In 1819 Alabama became the 22nd state of the
Union, and Huntsville was chosen as the first capital. It
was here that the first state constitution was drafted, the
first governor inaugurated, and the first legislature con-
vened. It was only a temporary designation, however; the
capital later moved to Cahaba, and eventually to
Montgomery.
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Many settlers from the east in the early nineteenth
century bought land in the Tennessee Valley. Soon
Huntsville became a frontier metropolis. Its growth came
from the cotton and railroad industries—1,000 pounds of
cotton per acre could regularly be harvested by the
farmers of the region. The high price of cotton spawned
the growth of cotton merchants, bankers, and lawyers,
and they operated out of offices on the west side of the
square facing the courthouse, an area that came to be
known as “Cotton Row.” Huntsville’s economy so
depended upon cotton that the entire west side of town
was reserved for cotton wagons and carts. Cotton was
shipped down the Tennessee River to New Orleans. In
1831 the Indian Creck canal was opened from Hunt’s
Spring to Triana on the Tennessee River. In 1855 the
Memphis and Charleston Railroad was completed, which
made overland transportation much easier.

The Civil War

As the Civil War approached, Huntsville was initially op-
posed to secession, favoring compromise. But when Pres-
ident Lincoln called for an invasion of the South in 1861,
Huntsville provided many men for the state’s defense. The
Fourth Alabama Infantry Regiment, led by Col. Egbert J.
Jones of Huntsville, distinguished itself at the Battle of
Manassas-Bull Run, the war’s first major battle. The Fourth
Alabama Infantry contained two Huntsville companies.
These were the first Alabama troops to fight in the war and
they were present at the war’s end when General Robert E.
Lee surrendered to General Ulysses S. Grant at Appo-
mattox in April 1865. Eight generals of the war were born
in or near Huntsville, with four on each side. On April 11,
1862, Union troops led by General Ormsby M. Mitchell
took the city by surprise. Mitchell seized the city to sever
the Confederacy’s rail communications. The Union troops
used the city as a communications center for the remainder
of the war, but guerrilla attacks harassed them. On May 11,
1865, the 25th Alabama Battalion was forced to surrender
on Monte Sano.

Textile Center and Watercress Capital
of the World

After the Civil War, with the completion of the Nashville,
Chattanooga, and St. Louis Railway, industrialization in
Huntsville took off. Northern and western capitalists
invested in real estate and cotton processing expanded.
Huntsville became a center for cotton textile mills, such
as the Lincoln and Merrimack mills. Many of present-day
Huntsville’s neighborhoods were built to house the mill
workers. The oldest textile mill in the state was the
Huntsville Bell Factory, which began in 1809 and ceased
operations in 1885. Lower pay gave the Huntsville mills a
competitive advantage over New England factories.
Other economic mainstays were commerce, banking,
nurseries, fruit orchards, and, later, watercress. Indeed,
Huntsville became known as “The Watercress Capital of
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the World” because so much of the watercress from the
region’s cold springs was sold all over the East Coast,
which had an appetite for the delicate leaves.

“Rocket City”

The Depression brought hard times to Huntsville’s
farmers and mill workers. There were a number of strikes
in 1933-34, which led to walkouts and shutdowns in the
textile industry. New Deal programs provided some re-
lief, and with the establishment of the Tennessee Valley
Authority (TVA), many power plants were built on the
river. Such plants provided energy for large industrial
initiatives, and created a number of lakes, including the
Guntersville lakes near Huntsville.

Huntsville played a large role in World War II. The
Huntsville Arsenal, a chemical warfare plant, and the Red-
stone Ordnance Plant, which manufactured conventional
artillery shells, were constructed on 40,000 acres of cotton
land and swamps south of the Tennessee River. Thousands
of workers poured into small-town Huntsville. When the
war ended, the Huntsville Industrial Expansion Committee
was formed to attract both large and small businesses to the
region to capitalize on the trained labor force.

The Huntsville Arsenal closed in mid-1949, but later
that year was merged with the Redstone Ordnance Plant
to become the “Ordnance Guided Missile Center,” the
center of the Army’s missile program. In 1950, under the
direction of the German scientist Wernher von Braun, a
team of rocket scientists came to Huntsville to work for
the missile defense program. They developed the
“Redstone Rocket,” a surface-to-surface missile. Later
the Redstone Rocket was modified to become the Jupiter
C. After the Soviet Union launched the first satellite into
orbit in 1957, the United States scrambled to find a ve-
hicle for the American Explorer I. It found one in
Huntsville’s Jupiter C. On January 31, 1958, the satellite
launching was a success, and the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA) was founded. In 1960
Redstone Arsenal was named Marshall Space Flight
Center (MSFC) after Gen. George C. Marshall. Von
Braun was named its director. The MSFC also developed
the Saturn V rocket, which lifted America’s astronauts to
the moon during the Apollo program.

In 1970 the U.S. Space and Rocket Center was
established in Huntsville. It became one of the most
modern museums in the world, with 60 hands-on exhi-
bits. Also, a Space Camp was established, where youth
could discover what it takes to become an astronaut. As
of 2007 the army maintained training facilities for the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and other
allied military personnel at the Redstone Arsenal.

“Preserve America Community”

In 2007 Huntsville was recognized by First Lady Laura
Bush as a “Preserve America Community.” Laura Bush
noted that Huntsville’s historical and cultural resources
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form an important part of the nation’s heritage and
should be preserved and enjoyed. Mayor Loretta Spencer
noted that Huntsville “has a rich history that has played
pivotal roles in the history of Alabama and our nation,”
and that although many U.S. cities’ histories began or
ended after World War II, Huntsville’s history has con-
tinued to be significant since 1805.

Histovical Information: Madison County Commis-
sion, 100 Northside Square, Courthouse 700, Huntsville,
AL 35801; telephone (256)532-3492; fax (256)532-
6994

B Population Profile

Metropolitan Area Residents

1980: Not available

1990: 238,912

2000: 342,376

2006 estimate: 376,753

Percent change, 1990-2000: Not available
U.S. rank in 1980: Not available

U.S. rank in 1990: Not available

U.S. rank in 2000: 119th (MSA)

City Residents

1980: 143,000

1990: 159,789

2000: 158,216

2006 estimate: 168,132

Percent change, 1990-2000: 1.3%
U.S. rank in 1980: Not available
U.S. rank in 1990: Not available
U.S. rank in 2000: Not available

Density: Not available

Racial and ethnic characteristics (2005)

White: 101,915

Black: 46,581

American Indian and Alaska Native: 2,251
Asian: 4,285

Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander: 217
Hispanic or Latino (may be of any race): 3,479
Other: 1,751

Percent of residents born in state: 44.8%

Age characteristics (2005)

Population under 5 years old: 9,315
Population 5 to 9 years old: 7,803
Population 10 to 14 years old: 11,238
Population 15 to 19 years old: 10,760
Population 20 to 24 years old: 12,793
Population 25 to 34 years old: 20,624
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Population 35 to 44 years old: 24,303
Population 45 to 54 years old: 21,018
Population 55 to 59 years old: 9,948
Population 60 to 64 years old: 7,500
Population 65 to 74 years old: 14,704
Population 75 to 84 years old: 7,156
Population 85 years and older: 1,456
Median age: 39.2 years

Births (2006, MSA)
Total number: 4,605

Deaths (2006, MSA)
Total number: 3,001

Money income (2005)

Per capita income: $30,424
Median household income: $44,000
Total households: 70,273

Number of households with income of. ..

less than $10,000: 6,619
$10,000 to $14,999: 3,660
$15,000 to $24,999: 10,580
$25,000 to $34,999: 8,506
$35,000 to $49,999: 9,220
$50,000 to $74,999: 11,477
$75,000 to $99,999: 7,311
$100,000 to $149,999: 7,851
$150,000 to $199,999: 2,791
$200,000 or more: 2,258

Percent of families below poverty level: 10.5%
(2005)

2005 FBI Crime Index Property: 11,513

2005 FBI Crime Index Violent: 1,220

B Municipal Government

The city of Huntsville is governed by a strong mayor-
council form of government. The mayor is elected for a
term of four years. He or she is chief executive and ad-
ministrator of the city. The city council is made up of five
council districts, established in 1988. Council members’
terms are for four years with staggered terms: repre-
sentatives of districts one and two run with the mayor,
while representatives of districts three, four, and five run
two years from that time.

Head Official: Mayor Loretta P. Spencer (since 1996;
current term expires 2008)

Total Number of City Employees: 2,100 (2007)
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City Information: City of Huntsville, P.O. Box 308,
Huntsville, AL 35804; telephone (256)535-2489

B Economy

Major Industries and Commercial Activity

Since World War II, Huntsville has relied upon its mili-
tary and space industries for its economic well-being.
However, new industries, such as the computer-related
industries and the biotech industry, are emerging. The
city promotes the establishment and retention of small
businesses that strive to expand into tomorrow’s large
corporations. Forty-two Fortune 500 companies have
operations in Huntsville.

Nearly every major U.S. aerospace corporation is
represented in Huntsville, with more than 90 companies
employing more than 11,000 people in the local aero-
space industry. Huntsville also plays a key role in the U.S.
Army’s technology development programs. A majority of
the Army’s weapons procurement budget is managed by
Huntsville-based operations. Also, more than half of the
Army’s foreign weapons sales are handled through Red-
stone Arsenal.

Founded in 1962, Cummings Research Park has
expanded to become the second largest research park in
the United States. It began as a public-private initiative
among the City of Huntsville, the University of Alabama
in Huntsville Foundation, and Teledyne Brown Engi-
neering. Today, Cummings Research Park is one of the
world’s leading science and technology business parks,
home to Fortune 500 companies, local and international
high-tech enterprises, U.S. space and defense agencies,
and competitive higher-education institutions. It has
been a magnet for corporate investment, including such
companies as IBM and Lockheed Martin. Already ex-
ceeding 3,800 acres, the Cummings Research Park was
undertaking the development of a Commercial Center in
2007; commercial activities are not allowed in other
districts in the park.

From Redstone Arsenal and Boeing to Intergraph
and Toyota, business is continuing to grow in Huntsville.
In 2007 Raytheon, Northrop Grumman, Verizon Wire-
less, Lockheed Martin, SPARTA, and Westar Aerospace
and Defense Group were all expanding in Huntsville.
Telecommunications provider Deltacom, Inc., the free
software company Digium, and copper tube manufac-
turer and distributor Wolverine Tube are also based in
Huntsville. Huntsville is a city of economic prosperity and
resources for companies looking to relocate. In 2007 The
Wall Street Journal listed Huntsville as one of its top ten
cities for business vitality. That year, Expansion Man-
agement Magazine named Huntsville one of America’s
“Leading Five-Star Business Metros.”

Items and goods produced: aerospace hardware, vehi-
cles, electronics, computer software, copper tubing
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Incentive Programs—New and Existing
Companies

Local programs:  The Chamber of Commerce of
Huntsville-Madison County’s Existing Industry Services
program is designed to assist local companies on expan-
sion plans in Huntsville-Madison County. Local incen-
tives for new and existing businesses include property tax
and sales tax abatements, income tax capital credit, in-
dustrial development grants, industrial revenue bonds,
the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) Economic De-
velopment Loan Fund, and the Appalachian Regional
Grant.

State programs:  Alabama boasts a progressive state
business environment as demonstrated by its compre-
hensive right-to-work laws, one-stop environmental per-
mitting, and a positive state and local government
attitude toward new and expanding businesses. Tax rates
are competitive; for example, employers who provide or
sponsor an approved basic skills education program
qualify to receive a 20 percent credit on state corporate
income tax liability. The Alabama Enterprise Zone Pro-
gram helps attract new businesses to Alabama with tax
breaks to those operating in the designated 10,000-acre
industrial area. Information about these incentives is
available through the Alabama Development Office.

Job training progvams:  The Alabama Industrial
Development Training (AIDT)-Huntsville Center pro-
vides pre-employment training, on the job training,
and training to upgrade employee’s skills for new
and expanding industries throughout the region. Pre-
hire applicant screening, employee selection, and pre-
employment training are also provided at no charge to
the company. The AIDT-Huntsville Center is a 15,000-
square-foot facility located near the Huntsville Interna-
tional Airport. With the high concentration of acrospace,
machinery, automotive, engineering, and advanced in-
formation systems activity in the region, AIDT has joined
with Huntsville businesses to create a successful model of
worker training and assistance through the Huntsville
Center.

Development Projects

With the growth of the city’s energetic economy, new
retail, schools, and industry are coming to Huntsville.
The downtown area of Huntsville was experiencing a
revitalization as of 2007. Progress was seen in the first
phase of the downtown streetscape improvement project
on the center square’s southwestern corner along the
eastern portion of Madison Street. Renovations, includ-
ing a new sidewalk design construction, landscaping, ir-
rigation, lighting, and relocation of a traffic signal cabinet
on the east side of Madison Street from Southside Square
to Constitution Hall Park, had been completed at a cost
of $113,891. The city’s long-term goal of a downtown
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convention hotel was also realized with the opening in
November 2006 of the 10-story Embassy Suites Con-
vention Hotel.

New to Huntsville are a Target Distribution Center
and Toyota’s V-8 engine plant. As of 2007 plans were
underway to build a Commercial Center at Cummings
Research Park. The Commercial Center will include a
new business-class hotel, upscale and casual restaurants
with lakeside dining, multi-tenant office buildings, resi-
dential units, specialty retail development, childcare fa-
cilities, and other commercial activities. The master plan
was completed in 2001, and the search for a master de-
veloper was taking place in 2007.

Economic Development Information: Chamber of
Commerce of Huntsville/Madison County, 225 Church
Street, Huntsville, AL 35801; telephone (256)535-2000;
fax (256)535-2015; email hcc@hsvchamber.orgss. City of
Huntsville, P.O. Box 308, Huntsville, AL 35804; tele-
phone (256)535-2489

Commercial Shipping

The area’s strong interstate, rail, and air cargo infra-
structure make for an ideal manufacturing location. The
Port of Huntsville’s Huntsville International Airport is
home to Foreign Trade Zone 83 and the International
Intermodal Center, as well as U.S. Customs.

The International Intermodal Center (IIC) is an
innovative inland port facility. The IIC is a single hub
location that specializes in a wide range of services in-
cluding receiving, transferring, storing, and distributing
air, rail, and highway cargo both domestically and inter-
nationally. An intermodal rail yard, complete with con-
tainer handling and storage, is located adjacent to
Huntsville International Airport (HSV) air cargo
facilities.

The Huntsville International Airport has two parallel
runways, one 10,000 feet and one 12,600 feet, with a
5,000-foot separation and 1 million square feet of cargo
ramp space. The facility is equipped for Category I
operations. This high-tech air cargo market is served by
domestic and international all-cargo carriers. Weekly in-
ternational nonstop service is available to Europe daily
and three times per week to Mexico.

Regarding rail transport at the IIC, containers move
on a direct spur from the Norfolk Southern main line.
There is a container yard/depot; parking for 1,700
wheeled units; stacking capability for over 800 loads; two
45-ton overhead gantry cranes; bottom and top lift, in-
cluding wide top-pick; and 24-hour U.S. Customs and
Border Protection on site.

Huntsville is served by several U.S. highways, in-
cluding 72, 231, 431 and an interstate highway spur, I-
565, that links the cities of Huntsville and Decatur to
I-65. Alabama Highway 53 also connects the city with
1-65 in Ardmore, Tennessee.
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Labor Force and Employment Outlook

The Huntsville-Madison County manufacturing base is
a diverse mix of traditional and technology manu-
facturers comprising approximately one-fifth of the
overall local area employment. The manufacturing sec-
tor has over 220 companies with 32,000 workers, with
many workers being highly trained and skilled to per-
form technology-based precision manufacturing. Cum-
mings Research Park continues to offer enticing
employment opportunities for highly qualified area
residents. In 2007 Huntsville was listed as one of the
leading top 20 cities for business and careers by Forbes
magazine. Manpower named Huntsville one of the
nation’s top ten cities for job growth markets.

The following is a summary of data regarding the
Huntsville metropolitan area labor force, 2006 annual
averages.

Size of nonagricultural labor force: 203,200

Number of workers employed in. ..

construction and mining: 7,400
manufacturing: 32,400

trade, transportation and utilities: 31,300
information: 2,600
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financial activities: 6,100

professional and business services: 42,300
educational and health services: 14,900
leisure and hospitality: 16,600

other services: Not available

government: 42,200

Average hourly earnings of production workers
employed in manufacturing: Not available

Unemployment rate: 3.2% (June 2007)

Largest employers (2007) Number of employees

U.S. Army Redstone

Arsenal 14,601
Huntsville Hospital

System 5,126
Huntsville City Schools 3,000
The Boeing Company 3,000
NASA/Marshall Space

Flight Center 2,555
CINRAM 2,500
Sanmina SCI

Corporation 2,500
Intergraph Corporation 2,450
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City of Huntsville 2,199
Madison County
Schools 2,150

Cost of Living

The following is a summary of data regarding several key
cost of living factors for the Huntsville area.

2007 (1st quarter) ACCRA Average House Price:
$240,690

2007 (1st quarter) ACCRA Cost of Living Index:
92.0

State income tax rate: 2.0% to 5.0%
State sales tax rate: 4.0%

Local income tax rate: None

Local sales tax rate: 0.5%

Property tax rate: $5.80 for every $100 of assessed
valuation (2007)

Economic Information: Chamber of Commerce of
Huntsville/Madison County, 225 Church Street,
Huntsville, AL 35801; telephone (256)535-2000; fax
(256)535-2015; email hcc@hsvchamber.org. City of
Huntsville, P.O. Box 308, Huntsville, AL 35804; tele-
phone (256)535-2489

B Education and Research

Elementary and Secondary Schools

Schools were established in Huntsville in 1812. The
Huntsville City School System is one of the premier
school districts in the state of Alabama. In addition to the
regular curriculum, the school district offers a variety of
magnet programs, including: Creative and Performing
Arts; Pre-engineering; International Education; Science
and Foreign Language; Academy of Academics and Arts;
and the Huntsville Center for Technology. The Hunts-
ville Center for Technology provides world-class, skilled
technical training for high school students preparing to
go to colleges and universities or entering the workforce.
The adult night program provides skills training required
to meet the needs of local businesses and industries.
Through Mayor Loretta Spencer’s implementation of
Tax Increment Financing (TIF) districts, $75 million had
been provided for building schools and making capital
improvements to Huntsville City Schools by 2007.

The following is a summary of data regarding the
Huntsville City Schools as of the 2005-2006 school year.

Total enrollment: 60,365
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Number of facilities

elementary schools: 29

junior high/middle schools: 14
senior high schools: 7

other: 3

Student/teacher ratio: 15.3:1

Teacher salaries (2005-06)

elementary median: $42,510
junior high/middle median: $43,940
secondary median: $46,670

Funding per pupil: $11,912
More than 20 private, religiously affiliated, or inde-

pendent schools are located in the Huntsville and
Madison areas of north Alabama.

Public Schools Information: Huntsville City Schools,
200 White Street, Huntsville, AL 35801; telephone
(256)428-6800

Colleges and Universities

Alabama Agricultural and Mechanical University (Ala-
bama A & M University) was established on December
16, 1875, as a land grant college. As of 2007 total en-
rollment was over 6,000 students. There are 24 programs
of study, including education, engineering, and psychol-
ogy and social work. Graduate degrees are also offered;
there are four Ph.D. programs.

The University of Alabama in Huntsville is organized
in five colleges: business, engineering, liberal arts, nursing
and science. UAH is renowned for its engineering and
science programs, such as astrophysics and atmospheric
science. The university has a history of cooperation
with both NASA at the Marshall Space Flight Center and
the U.S. Army Aviation and Missile Command at Redstone
Arsenal. Enrollment is approximately 7,200.

Oakwood College, founded in 1896, is a historically
black college affiliated with the Seventh-Day Adventist
Church. The college’s first master’s program was approved
in 2007. Enrollment is approximately 1,800 students.

J. F. Drake State Technical College trains individuals
for employment in vocational, technical, and industrial
pursuits. The college profits from being located in
Huntsville, with its strong history of high technology and
space industries. The college is dedicated to the teaching
and advancement of the highest caliber of technical skills
obtained through state of the art facilities and equipment.
Enrollment is approximately 900 students.

Calhoun Community College is a two-year institu-
tion with its main campus located in Decatur. However,
it has two campuses in Huntsville—at Cummings Re-
search Park and Redstone Arsenal. Calhoun serves just
over 9,000 students at the Decatur campus, the Cum-
mings Research Park site, the Redstone Arsenal, and the
Limestone County Correctional Facility.
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Libraries and Research Centers

The Huntsville-Madison County Public Library system
was founded in 1818. It is Alabama’s oldest continually
operating library system. It has a Main Library plus 11
other branches and a bookmobile. There are a total of
541,083 volumes in the library’s holdings. The Main
Library archives contain a wealth of historical resources,
including displays of photographic collections and arti-
facts. The library has the state’s highest circulation rate,
and features daily public programs.

In addition to the academic libraries of colleges and
universities in the area, Huntsville is home to such special
libraries as the library of the National Speleological So-
ciety, Redstone Scientific Information Center, and the
Elbert Parsons Law Library.

Public Libvary Information:  Huntsville-Madison
County Public Library, 915 Monroe Street, Huntsville,
AL 35801; telephone (256)532-5940

B Health Care

Huntsville Emergency Medical Services provides care to
over 300,000 citizens in over 800 square miles of
Huntsville-Madison County. It is the state’s only na-
tionally-accredited emergency medical service.

Huntsville Hospital, established as an infirmary in
1895, includes the facilities of Huntsville Hospital,
Huntsville Hospital for Women & Children, an outpa-
tient Medical Mall, Madison Medical Park, and a 70-bed
rehabilitation hospital located at the main campus.
Huntsville Hospital has a medical staft of more than 650
physicians supported by 5,000 hospital employees, in-
cluding nearly 2,000 nurses.

The HealthSouth Rehabilitation Hospital of North
Alabama in Huntsville has 50 beds.

B Recreation

Sightseeing

The Twickenham Historic District contains scores of
outstanding carly nineteenth-century homes dating from
as early as 1814. Early merchants, bankers, and attorneys
built fashionable brick homes, many of which were seized
during the Civil War by the Union Army. The occupation
saved the houses from destruction. The Old Town dis-
trict, north of the Square, contains many fine Victorian
homes. Charming bungalows dominate the Five Points
district. Madison’s historic district dates from the mid-

19th century.
Maple Hill Cemetery was established in 1818 on two

acres of land purchased by the city from LeRoy Pope for
$200. Today, Maple Hill Cemetery covers nearly 100
acres, in which between 80,000 and 100,000 people are
buried. Maple Hill Cemetery is the oldest and largest
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cemetery in Alabama. At Constitution Village, visitors can
experience Alabama’s rich history and become a part of
the nineteenth century, as villagers dressed in period
clothing lead groups through eight reconstructed Fed-
eral-style buildings. One can visit the site where 44
delegates gathered to forge the way for Alabama’s state-
hood in 1819. The Clay House, built in 1853, serves as a
museum and art gallery. Harrison Brothers Hardware is
the oldest continuously operating hardware store in
Alabama, established in 1879 and on the downtown
square since 1897.

Burritt on the Mountain is a museum and historic
park. The museum of regional history is housed in the
mountaintop home of Dr. William Henry Burritt. The
14-room mansion was built in the shape of an X in the
1930s and is insulated with 2,200 bales of wheat straw.
The Historic Park contains restored farm buildings,
which interpret rural life from 1850 through 1900. Many
nature trails wind through heavily wooded forest. The
grounds offer a spectacular panoramic view of Huntsville
and the Tennessee Valley.

The U.S. Space and Rocket Center is the world’s
largest space attraction. It features many interactive
exhibits surrounding Apollo, Mercury, and Space Shuttle
spacecraft. Rockets developed in Huntsville range from
the Army boosters that put America’s first satellite and
astronauts in orbit to NASA’s Saturn V moon rocket and
the Space Shuttle. At the U.S. Space and Rocket Center
one can stand under a “full stack”—the Space Shuttle,
external tank and two rocket boosters. Visitors can see the
U.S. Space Camp Training Center and conduct simulated
missions. They can experience three times the force of
gravity in the G-Force Accelerator, maneuver through
space aboard the Mission to Mars, and travel through
space during shows in the Spacedome Omnimax theater.

The Veterans Memorial Museum is dedicated to
honoring the accomplishments of American military men
and women. The museum displays more than 30 histor-
ical military vehicles from World War I to the present, as
well as tableaus, artifacts, and other memorabilia.

The Early Works Children’s Museum is the South’s
largest hands-on history museum. Children can go back
in time in the museum’s rotunda, where exhibits bring to
life Alabama’s early history. They can hear stories from a
talking tree, play a tune on giant-sized instruments, try
building a house in the interactive architecture exhibit,
walk the gangplank and explore a 46-foot keelboat, and
try on clothing in the Federal house.

Sci-Quest is North Alabama’s primary hands-on sci-
ence center. More than 150 interactive exhibits await the
young and young at heart. Exhibits include the Tornado
Simulator, the Magnetic Pendulum, and Grossology, an
exhibit of the human body. In addition to permanent and
traveling exhibits, Sci-Quest offers education programs
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for children, age four through sixth grade. 3-D pre-
sentations are offered in the Immersive Reality Theater.

Harmony Park is a nature preserve of free-ranging
exotic and endangered animals. Visitors remain in their
cars on a two-mile route to see zebras, zebus, antelope,
buffalo, a camel, ostriches, pythons, and crocodiles.

The Huntsville Botanical Garden is a beautiful 110-
acre site with floral collections, woodland paths, and
broad grassy meadows. The five-acre Central Corridor
Garden features aquatic, perennial, and annual displays
blooming from early spring through fall. Children of all
ages love the G-scale trains that travel the Garden Rail-
way. The Butterfly House features over 50 species of
native butterflies and is open May through September.
Each year, more than 200,000 visitors enjoy special
events such as the Spring Festival of Flowers, Scarecrow
Trail, Galaxy of Lights, and summer concerts.

At Cathedral Caverns State Park the large opening
into the cavern measures 126 feet wide and 25 feet high.
At the state park, visitors can explore Big Rock Canyon,
Mystery River, Stalagmite Mountain, the Frozen Water-
fall, and Goliath, a huge stalagmite column that reaches
the ceiling of the cave some 45 feet above.

Arts and Culture

The Huntsville Museum, located in downtown Hunts-
ville, includes seven galleries and a 2,522-piece perma-
nent collection. The Museum is also the home of the
world’s largest collection of Buccellati silver animals.
Weeden House Museum, built in 1819, is the oldest
building in Alabama still open to the public. The Weeden
House Museum is noted for its entrance fanlight and
collection of period furnishings. It was home to poet and
artist Maria Howard Weeden.

In 2006 it was announced that a performing arts center
would be built in Merrimack Hall, once the center of social
activities for the Merrimack Mill Village. The 25,000-
square-foot facility will be transformed into a performing
arts center providing educational programs and perfor-
mance opportunities to both established and emerging
performers in the areas of dance, drama, and music.

The Broadway Theatre League puts on Broadway
performances, programs for the entire family, and “star
spotlights”; Lily Tomlin was one star performer in 2007.
Theatre Huntsville stages six to eight productions a year.
The six main stage shows are presented in the 332-seat
Von Braun Center Playhouse. Theatre Huntsville also
stages some performances, such as the popular
“Shakespeare on the Mountain,” at other area venues.
The Renaissance Theatre seats 85 for performances
ranging from Shakespeare to opera to Christmas pro-
grams. Fantasy Playhouse Children’s Theater presents 9
to 10 performances of three regular season productions
and an annual production of “A Christmas Carol” in the
Von Braun Center Playhouse. The Fantasy Playhouse
Children’s Theater delights 12,000 people yearly.
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The Huntsville Symphony Orchestra, directed by
Carlos Miguel Prieto, presents a six-concert classical se-
ries, a three-concert pop series and a four-concert Mainly
Mozart Series at the Von Braun Center Concert Hall.
The Huntsville Community Chorus Association
(HCCA), the area’s oldest performing arts organization,
began in 1946; its name changed from Trichoral to
HCCA in 1950. This organization offers the best in
choral music and musical theater. Musical entertainment
is also provided by the Huntsville Chamber Music Guild,
the Huntsville Traditional Music Association, and the
Madison Community Chorus.

For dance, Huntsville is home to the Community
Ballet Association. The ballet school and the Huntsville
Ballet Company are housed in a building near Parkway
Place; performances are held in the Von Braun Center
Concert Hall. Top guest dancers, such as the Hubbard
Street Dance Chicago and the North Carolina Dance
Theatre, are brought to town. The ballet company’s an-
nual production of “The Nutcracker” is a local holiday
tradition. The North Alabama Dance Center typically
presents one public performance per year in the Von
Braun Center Concert Hall. The Performing DanzArtz
troupe traditionally does a production of an updated
version of “The Nutcracker” called “The Nutcracker:
The Next Generation.” Other productions have included
adaptations of classic fairy tales. The Performing Dan-
zArtz also performs in the Von Braun Center Concert
Hall.

Festivals and Holidays

The annual Northeast Alabama Craftsmen Association
(NEACA) Craft Shows take place every March, Sep-
tember, and December at the Von Brown Center Exhibit
Hall, with nearly every arts and crafts category repre-
sented. In April, the Panoply Arts Festival, a Huntsville
tradition for over 25 years, is a three-day outdoor festival
featuring presentations and demonstrations, while pro-
moting and enhancing the arts. On the first Sunday in
May, the Maple Hill Cemetery Stroll takes place; more
than 80 Huntsville residents in period costumes represent
notables from the past who are buried in the cemetery.
They include five Alabama governors, characters from the
Revolutionary and Civil Wars, a gypsy queen, renowned
architect George Steele, artist Howard Weeden, and
Tallulah Bankhead.

In June, the WEUP Black Arts Festival brings more
than 165 performers to Alabama A & M University’s
campus; WEUP was Alabama’s first black-owned and
black-operated radio station, which took to the airwaves
in 1958. Oktoberfest takes place in September, with
vendors serving traditional German fare, as well as all-
American hamburgers and hot dogs. The Big Spring Jam
also takes place in September; it is Huntsville’s largest
music festival. Tens of thousands of music lovers from
Alabama and surrounding states gather to enjoy
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professional acts representing the best of country, rhythm
& blues, rock, and jazz. In mid-November, the Hunts-
ville Botanical Garden is home to the Galaxy of Nights
Walk Through Nights, where visitors can walk through a
winter wonderland of holiday lights, enjoy the sounds of
the season, and see real-life nursery rhyme characters,
including Santa. The next weekend the Botanical Garden
also hosts Galaxy of Nights Drive-Through, the largest
holiday light show in the Tennessee Valley. It is a family-
oriented drive-through display featuring holiday themes,
cartoon characters, and fantasy creations. In December,
the Twickenham District is aglow, with luminaries, trees,
and front doors glimmering with holiday decorations;
carolers also stroll through the streets.

Sports for the Spectator

The Huntsville Stars are a Southern League (Class AA)
baseball team for the Milwaukee Brewers. The Huntsville
Havoc is a Southern Professional Hockey League
(SPHL) team. NASCAR sanctioned stock car racing takes
place at the Huntsville Speedway. The Tennessee Valley
Vipers are Huntsville’s Arena Football 2 franchise. The
Dixie Derby Girls Roller Derby League is a member of
the Women’s Flat Track Roller Derby Association.

The Bulldogs are Alabama A & M University’s
NCAA Division-I athletic teams. Men play soccer, golf,
basketball, baseball, football, track and field, and tennis.
Women play basketball, bowling, cross country, track and
field, volleyball, tennis, softball, and soccer. The Uni-
versity of Alabama at Huntsville athletic teams are the
NCAA Division-II Chargers. Men’s teams include soccer,
basketball, baseball, ice hockey, tennis, track, and cross
country. Women’s teams include softball, basketball,
tennis, track, cross country, soccer, and volleyball.

In 2007 the Huntsville Sports Commission an-
nounced that Huntsville will be the site of the Men’s
Division I National Championship Golf Tournament in
2008, 2009, and 2010. The National Junior College
Athletic Association (NCJAA) selected Huntsville for the
event, which is usually held in the Midwest.

Sports for the Participant

The Huntsville and Madison county area offers open
space along scenic roadways to local pedestrians and
bicyclists. Within the city limits, Huntsville offers many
facilities for outdoor recreation. Huntsville has a total of
1,879 acres of parks; forty-eight parks are regularly
cleaned and maintained. There are 11 city recreation
centers. Golfers can tee off at the municipal golf course,
or at three other public golf courses and two country club
golf courses. There are two miles of bicycle pathways in
the city, and three municipal swimming pools. Huntsville
has 16 lighted municipal tennis courts for day or night
play, and 75 courts for day use only. There are at least 40
other public and private tennis courts available for use as
well.
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Shopping and Dining

Downtown Huntsville’s historic ambience makes it a
pleasurable shopping and dining destination for residents
and tourists alike. Harrison Brothers Hardware Store,
Alabama’s oldest operating hardware store, is filled with
nostalgic hardware items, household gadgets, and local
crafts. Railroad Antique Mall, Artistic Images Gallery, and
numerous small shops can be found in the area.

Madison Square Mall, a 1.1 million square-foot
shopping mall, is one of the largest retail shopping
complexes in northern Alabama and south-central Ten-
nessee. Anchored Dby Parisian, Dillard’s, McRace’s,
JCPenney and Sears, it has 120 specialty shops. Inside,
the Garden Food Court offers 20 fast-food stops and
restaurants, a 12-theater movie complex, and the Time
Out Amusement arcade.

Shoppers can also find what they want at Parkway
Place Mall, featuring Banana Republic, Abercrombie &
Fitch, Hollister, Williams-Sonoma, and all of the GAP
concepts including GAP Baby and GAP Kids. Parkway
Place is 650,000 square feet anchored by Parisian and
Dillard’s, with 70 other stores and a food court.

Downtown, the Huntsville Hilton, the exclusive
Heritage Club, 801 Franklin, and several other upscale
restaurants and nightspots offer great dining options. In
Huntsville one can enjoy a large variety of cuisines, in-
cluding Southern; Asian—including Chinese, Thai, Ko-
rean, and Japanese; Indian; Mexican; French; Greek;
German; and Italian. There are also many seafood res-
taurants, steakhouses, and cafes.

Visitor Information:  Huntsville/Madison County
Convention & Visitors Bureau, 500 Church Street, Suite
One, Huntsville, AL 35801; telephone (256)551-2230;
toll-free  (800)843-0468; fax (256)551-2324; email
info@huntsville.org

B Convention Facilities

Convention facilities are found in the Von Braun Center,
which opened in 1975. The Von Braun Center has an
arena capable of seating 9,000, a 2,153-seat concert hall,
a 502-seat playhouse, and 150,000 square feet of con-
vention space. The state-of-the-art South Hall provides
over 100,000 square feet of continuous space and 82,000
feet of column-free exhibit space, as well as its own 500-
space covered parking garage, in addition to meeting
rooms and a more than 20,000 square feet lobby and pre-
function area. The North Hall and East/West Hall pro-
vide an additional 50,000 square feet of flexible exhibit,
meeting, and banquet space. Meeting rooms accommo-
date groups of all sizes.

Approximately 800 people can be accommodated at
Sci-Quest science center. The Bertha Jones Conference
Center at Alabama A&M University can accommodate
75 to 100 people; there are also other venues at the
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university that can accommodate up to 6,000 people
standing up and 400-500 sitting down. Burritt on the
Mountain has various rooms that can accommodate 100
people. Huntsville Botanical Garden can seat 80-100
people. Approximately 350 people can sit down in one
large room at the Huntsville Depot Roundhouse. The
Huntsville Museum of Art has various rooms that can seat
200.

Convention  Information Huntsville /Madison
County Convention & Visitors Bureau, 500 Church
Street, Suite One, Huntsville, AL 35801; telephone
(256)551-2230; toll-free (800)843-0468; fax (256)551-
2324; email info@huntsville.org

B Transportation

Approaching the City

The Port of Huntsville is an inland port that combines
three major operating entities: the Huntsville Interna-
tional Airport, the International Intermodal Center, and
the Jetplex Industrial Park. There are seven major airlines
operating out of the Huntsville International Airport:
Allegiant Air, American Airlines, Delta, Continental Air-
lines, Northwest, US Airways, and United. Non-stop
service is offered to 13 destinations.

For those arriving by car, Huntsville is served by
several U.S. Highways, including 72, 231, 431 and an
Interstate highway spur, I-565, that links the two cities of
Huntsville and Decatur to I-65. Alabama Highway 53
also connects the city with I-65 in Ardmore, Tennessee.
Greyhound bus service is available.

Huntsville has two active commercial rail lines. The
main line is run by Norfolk Southern. Another rail line,
formerly part of the Louisville and Nashville Railroad,
successor to the Nashville, Chattanooga, and Saint Louis
Railroad, is operated by HMCRA (Huntsville-Madison
County Railroad Authority). The line connects to the
Norfolk Southern line downtown and runs 13 miles
south, terminating at Norton Switch near Hobbs Island.

Traveling in the City

Public transportation in the city includes a shuttle bus
service, with 13 routes. Average daily ridership on the
shuttle bus service is approximately 1,135. Miles of ser-
vice traveled annually is approximately 568,238. Handi-
Ride Paratransit Service for seniors and disabled citizens
consists of 14 vehicles. RideShare, a computerized service
for working commuters, links commuters with potential
carpooling companions. The RideShare database contains
over 1,200 commuters. RideShare has contact with ap-
proximately 30 of Huntsville’s largest employers.
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B Communications

Newspapers and Magazines

The Huntsville Times is Huntsville’s only daily newspaper.
The Valley Planet covers entertainment in the Huntsville
region. The Redstone Rocket is a newspaper covering ac-
tivities on Redstone Arsenal. Speakin’ Out News is a
weekly newspaper focused on African Americans. E/
Reportero is a Spanish-language newspaper for North
Alabama. A number of magazines are also based in the
city; most serve specific business or religious interests. Old
Huntsville is one of the most popular magazines in North
Alabama; it combines a mixture of history, folklore,
recipes, and memories.

Television and Radio

Four television stations broadcast from Huntsville: affili-
ates of ABC, CBS, NBC, and Fox. Eleven AM and FM
radio stations serve listeners in the area with a variety of
formats.

Media Information:  The Huntsville Times, telephone
(256)532-4444; email circulation@htimes.com

Huntsville Online

Chamber of Commerce of Huntsville/Madison
County. Available www.huntsvillealabamausa.
com

City of Huntsville home page. Available www
.hsveity.com

Huntsville City Schools. Available www.hsv.k12
.al.us

Huntsville-Madison County Convention & Visitors
Bureau. Available www.huntsville.org

Huntsville-Madison County Public Library.
Available hpl.lib.al.us

The Huntsville Times. Available www.htimes.com
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Mobile

B The City in Brief
Founded: 1702 (incorporated 1819)
Head Official: Mayor Sam Jones (since 2005)

City Population
1980: 200,452
1990: 199,973
2000: 198,915
2006 estimate: 192,830
Percent change, 1990-2000: .3%
U.S. rank in 1980: 72nd
U.S. rank in 1990: 79th
U.S. rank in 2000: 105th (State rank: 3rd)

Metropolitan Area Population

1980: 444,000

1990: 476,923

2000: 540,258

2006 estimate: 404,157

Percent change, 1990-2000: 13.3%
U.S. rank in 1980: 74th

U.S. rank in 1990: Not reported
U.S. rank in 2000: 78th

Area: 118 square miles (2000)
Elevation: 211 feet above sea level

Average Annual Temperatures: January, 50.1° F; July,
81.5° F; average annual temperature, 66.8° F

Average Annual Precipitation: 66.29 inches total
precipitation

Major Economic Sectors: services, wholesale and retail
trade, government

Unemployment Rate: 4.1% (June 2007)
Per Capita Income: $20,532 (2005)
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2005 FBI Crime Index Property: 14,349
2005 FBI Crime Index Violent: 1,165

Major Colleges and Universities: University of South
Alabama, University of Mobile, Spring Hill College

Daily Newspaper: The Mobile Press-Register

B Introduction

Mobile, Alabama’s oldest and third largest city, is also
the state’s only seaport, serving as a major industrial,
shipping, and shipbuilding center. Located on the
Mobile River at the head of the Gulf of Mexico’s
Mobile Bay, it was an important maritime site during
the Civil War and both world wars. The area that is
now Mobile was France’s first Gulf Coast settlement,
and except for St. Augustine, Florida, it is the oldest
Latin town east of Mexico. Also settled by Spanish and
British populations during its colorful early vyears,
Mobile has preserved its historic sites and architecture,
as well as its Creole culture and traditions, and so
retains much of the rich heritage of the American
South while remaining substantially different from in-
land communities. Money magazine consistently rates
the city high in metropolitan areas in which to live in
the United States. In the 1990s the city underwent a
$168 million revitalization of its waterfront and
downtown areas. Today’s Mobile, while steeped in the
heritage of a genuinely Southern past, continues to
move forward as a truly modern city.

B Geography and Climate

Mobile is located at the mouth of the Mobile River in
southwest Alabama and stands at the head of Mobile Bay,
31 miles inland from where the bay meets the Gulf of
Mexico.
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Mobile is one of the nation’s wettest cities. Rainfall
occurs fairly evenly throughout the year. Summers are
hot and muggy; winters are mild. Mobile averages only
19 days each year at or below freezing temperatures.
Average annual snowfall is less than half an inch.

The city is occasionally threatened by hurricanes
from the Gulf of Mexico and the West Indies. In 2004
Hurricane Ivan wreaked havoc on Mobile and sur-
rounding areas. In August 2005 Mobile was hit again,
this time by Hurricane Katrina, which flooded the city’s
downtown.

Area: 118 square miles (2000)
Elevation: 211 feet above sea level

Average Temperatures: January, 50.1° F; July, 81.5° F;
average annual temperature, 66.8° F

Average Annual Precipitation: 66.29 inches total
precipitation

m History

French Establish First Settlement

Represented on maps as early as 1507, the Gulf of
Mexico inlet now known as Mobile Bay was navigated by
European seafarers in 1519 when ships under the com-
mand of Spanish Admiral Alonso Alvaraz de Pineda
sought a safe harbor in which to undertake repairs. The
bay area was not really explored, however, until 1558. It
was included in the vast region that was claimed for
France’s King Louis XIV and was named Louisiana by
French explorer Robert Cavelier de La Salle in 1682.
France authorized two brothers, Pierre Le Moyne
d’Iberville and Jean Baptiste Le Moyne de Bienville, to
explore territories in Louisiana, and they arrived at the
gulf inlet that is now called Mobile Bay in 1699. The arca
was subsequently considered crucial to establishing
French occupation of Louisiana and the brothers were
ordered to colonize the region, which was inhabited by
the Mobile, or Maubila, tribe. In 1702 Bienville estab-
lished Fort Louis de la Mobile—named to honor France’s
king and to acknowledge the native tribe—at Twenty-
seven Mile Bluff on the banks of the Mobile River, just
north of present-day Mobile. It was the first French town
in the gulf region.

The settlement, which consisted of the log fort,
Creole houses, a church, a hospital, a marketplace with
shops, and a well, served as the capital of the vast
Louisiana Territory. Women joined the community in
1704. When river flooding forced the colony to aban-
don Fort Louis de la Mobile in 1711, the settlement’s
four hundred inhabitants moved downstream to a new
site protected by a wooden fort at the river’s mouth on
Mobile Bay. During this era, pelts, furs, wax, and tallow
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were transported down river to where the bay meets the
gulf for transfer to ocean-going vessels. This settlement
retained the name Mobile and remained the capital of
the Louisiana Territory until New Orleans assumed that
title in 1720. That same year Mobile renamed its fort
Fort Conde. A brick structure later replaced the original
fort.

Mobile Becomes Part of the United States

Mobile continued to serve as an important center for
diplomatic dealings with the neighboring tribal inhabi-
tants. France ceded its territory east of the Mississippi
River to Britain in 1763, and that year, taking possession
of Fort Conde, the British renamed it Fort Charlotte.
Two years later Mobile was the site of the Great Choc-
taw-Chickasaw Congress held among tribal leaders and
British officials.

When Spain, at war with Britain, captured Mobile in
1779, the area traded in cotton and indigo and supported
sawmiills and brickyards. After two decades of Spanish
rule, the region was returned to France, who sold the
Louisiana Territory to the United States in 1803. It was
not until after the War of 1812, however, that U.S. in-
fluence began to be felt in the region. The Bank of
Mobile was established in 1818, Mobile was incorporated
as a city shortly after Alabama attained statehood in 1819,
and Fort Charlotte was dismantled in 1820.

Explosion Destroys City

Mobile’s population by 1822 had reached nearly 3,000
people, a figure that subsequently quadrupled in less
than two decades. As steamboats made upstream
transportation possible, Mobile served as an important
port for distributing goods brought in by ocean-going
vessels as well as for exporting cotton and lumber. By
the 1850s Mobile was the South’s second largest cot-
ton port, following New Orleans. Although tested by
fires and yellow fever epidemics, Mobile’s prosperity by
mid-century was secure. In 1861, recognizing the
nation’s deep political and social division, Alabama
seceded from the United States as the Republic of
Alabama, and joined other Southern states to form the
Confederacy.

Mobile was particularly valuable to the South be-
cause of its location on the Gulf of Mexico. The city
maintained trade with Europe and the West Indies while
constructing the first submarine used in warfare. But in
1864 during the Battle of Mobile Bay, Union forces,
urged on by Admiral David Farragut’s famous rallying
cry, “Damn the torpedoes, full speed ahead!,” defeated
Confederate troops and captured southern strongholds
around Mobile. Still, Mobile was the only major South-
ern port unoccupied by Yankee troops during the Civil
War. At the war’s end a tremendous ammunitions ex-
plosion in Mobile left massive destruction.
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Mobile Emerges Triumphant

The city’s post-Civil War recovery was aided by port-
related activity; the shipping channel was deepened and
shipbuilding increased. In the 1870s, Mobile began to
serve as a major center for the importation of Brazilian
coffee. Railroad expansion also contributed to Mobile’s
emergence as a major distribution center. At the be-
ginning of the twentieth century, the city’s port un-
derwent further development and modernization, and in
the 1920s the Alabama State Docks were conceived and
realized as a means of providing and maintaining ade-
quate port facilities. Mobile’s shipbuilding contributed
to the war efforts during World War I, and during
World War II, the city’s shipyards were packed with
shifts of workers welding hulls for U.S. Navy ships.

While Mobile found itself weathering the violent
racial tensions that swept the nation in the 1960s, the
city was and is often the site of damaging tropical
storms. Mobile sustained heavy losses after Hurricane
Camille hit the Gulf Coast in 1969, destroying a total of
$1.5 billion worth of property along the coast and
claiming 250 lives in Mobile. Ten years later Hurricane
Frederic was especially brutal for the city, with property
damage in Mobile mounting to $1 billion. In 2004
Hurricane Ivan attacked the Gulf Coast, leaving Mobile
another hefty bill. In August 2005 Mobile was hit again,
this time by Hurricane Katrina, which flooded the city’s
downtown, taking several lives. The storm surge recor-
ded in Mobile Bay was 11.45 feet, nearly the highest
ever recorded. (The previous record, from July 5, 1916,
was 11.60 feet.) Downtown Mobile was flooded and a
dusk-to-dawn curfew was imposed in the days after the
storm. When the floodwaters subsided Mobile had suf-
fered little damage and people displaced by the storm
from Louisiana and elsewhere in Alabama were able to
relocate to Mobile. A total of 24 deaths likely related to
Hurricane Katrina were recorded for Mobile and Bald-
win counties.

An economically diverse community, Mobile now
counts oil and gas reserves, discovered in the 1970s,
among its economic resources. The city continues to
benefit from port activities and is also a center for
manufacturing. The area produces chemicals, steel,
wood pulp and paper products, furniture, rayon fibers,
and clothing, and is a growing center for medical care,
research, and education. Tourists and conventioneers
enjoy the city’s Creole charm and nearby coastal bea-
ches. Mobile’s long-term French and Spanish heritage
make it unique in Alabama and places the city among
the elite urban centers of the South. In 2002 Mobile
celebrated its 300th birthday with events around the

city.

Histovical Information:  Historic Mobile Preserva-
tion Society, 300 Oakleigh Place, Mobile, AL 36604;
telephone (251)432-6161
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m Population Profile

Metropolitan Area Residents

1980: 444,000

1990: 476,923

2000: 540,258

2006 estimate: 404,157

Percent change, 1990-2000: 13.3%
U.S. rank in 1980: 74th

U.S. rank in 1990: Not reported
U.S. rank in 2000: 78th

City Residents

1980: 200,452

1990: 199,973

2000: 198,915

2006 estimate: 192,830

Percent change, 1990-2000: .3%
U.S. rank in 1980: 72nd

U.S. rank in 1990: 79th

U.S. rank in 2000: 105th (State rank: 3rd)

Density: 1,687.1 people per square mile
(2000)

Racial and ethnic characteristics (2005)
White: 95,172
Black: 90,230
American Indian and Alaska Native: 422
Asian: 3,953
Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander: O

Hispanic or Latino (may be of any race): 2,946

Other: 1,714

Percent of residents born in state: 72.7%
(2000)

Age characteristics (2005)

Population under 5 years old: 14,480
Population 5 to 9 years old: 14,740
Population 10 to 14 years old: 13,238
Population 15 to 19 years old: 13,306
Population 20 to 24 years old: 14,144
Population 25 to 34 years old: 27,335
Population 35 to 44 years old: 25,284
Population 45 to 54 years old: 23,847
Population 55 to 59 years old: 12,529
Population 60 to 64 years old: 8,272
Population 65 to 74 years old: 12,913
Population 75 to 84 years old: 10,434
Population 85 years and older: 2,810
Median age: 34.8 years

Births (2006, MSA)
Total number: 5,879
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Deaths (2006, MSA)
Total number: 3,965

Money income (2005)
Per capita income: $20,532
Median household income: $31,107
Total households: 78769

Number of households with income of . ..

less than $10,000: 12,886
$10,000 to $14,999: 5,763
$15,000 to $24,999: 14,378
$25,000 to $34,999: 9914
$35,000 to $49,999: 11,646
$50,000 to $74,999: 11,528
$75,000 to $99,999: 4,790
$100,000 to $149,999: 5,322
$150,000 to $199,999: 1,044
$200,000 or more: 1,498

Percent of families below poverty level: 19.8% (2005)
2005 FBI Crime Index Property: 14,349

2005 FBI Crime Index Violent: 1,165

B Municipal Government

Mobile has a mayor/council form of government made
up of seven council members plus the mayor who are
clected for four-year terms.

Head Official: Mayor Sam Jones (since 2005; current
term expires 2009)

Total Number of City Employees: 2,848 (20006)

City Information: City of Mobile, PO Box 1827,
Mobile, AL, 36633-1827; telephone (251)208-7209

B Economy

Major Industries and Commercial Activity

Benefiting from abundant natural resources, a diversified
work force, and a prime location, Mobile enjoyed steady
economic expansion throughout the twentieth century.
Since 1990 the city has had its healthiest economy in
decades, based on factors such as tax revenue, Port of
Mobile tonnage, total employment, and residential sales.

Medicine and research, aerospace, retail trade, ser-
vices, construction, and manufacturing are among
Mobile’s major businesses. From 1993 to 2003, 87 new
companies were created and 399 existing companies were
expanded, resulting in 13,983 new jobs. After Hurricane
Katrina left Mobile with less damage than other cities in
the region in 2005, the city experienced an influx of
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people displaced by the storm. As a result Mobile’s retail-
sales-tax revenue rose more than 20% in the 12 months
ended in July 2006. The city’s fastest-growing jobs are
those in tourism and services. Expansion Management
listed Mobile at number 27 on its annual list of
“America’s Hottest Cities” in February 2007.

Austal USA, a joint venture between its parent
company in Australia and Mobile’s Bender Shipbuilding
and Repair Company, completed a shipbuilding facility
in November 2005 for the design and construction of a
new U.S. Navy ship, as well as for civilian vessels. Also
in early 2005 EADS CASA North America began con-
struction on a new 13,000-square-foot aircraft service
and support facility adjacent to the Mobile Regional
Airport. An April 2004 article in the Mobile Register
quoted Carl Ferguson, director of the University of
Alabama’s Center for Business and Economic Research,
as saying that Mobile added 1,700 new jobs from
February 2003 to February 2004. In 2004 Carnival
Cruise Lines opened a terminal at the Port of Mobile
for the company’s cruise operations. In 2006 German
steelmaker ThyssenKrupp selected the Mobile area as
the site for its new steel and stainless steel processing
facility. Construction was scheduled to begin in late
2007, with the plant beginning operations in 2010.
Some 2,700 people will be employed at the plant.

Items and goods produced: wood pulp and paper, air-
craft engines, aluminum, chemicals and paints, ce-
ment, apparel, pumps, batteries, ship-related items,
rayon fibers, bakery products

Incentive Programs—New and Existing
Companies

Local programs: The Mobile Chamber of Commerce
serves as a regional economic development agency, co-
ordinating with city, county and private partners.
According to the Chamber, both local and state incen-
tives are available to help firms reduce initial capital costs,
develop a labor force, and lessen long term tax burdens.

State programs:  Alabama boasts a progressive state
business environment as demonstrated by its compre-
hensive right-to-work laws, one-stop environmental per-
mitting, and a positive state and local government
attitude toward new and expanding business. Tax rates
are competitive; for example, employers who provide or
sponsor an approved basic skills education program
qualify to receive a