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Introduction &

by Pilar Viladas
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House at Seal Cove

Seal Cove, Maine

BmRENEE

AN, BRE

ESEOPS

Z'K AR
B L

BITMHRRA.

BAERES . SREA. HERE, EEZOERE.

G.P.J.

B, Bl LHFNAH S H/RE (Blue Hill Bay) AT A 180°

AEANOFEERER

TABE. HEEBETEZEEXE, T EEERA

LS M A B EE s — 0

Above: The color, as well as the form of the
house evolved from the environmental palette
of dark rock ledges and sharply pointed fir
trees; the house appearing to grow out of the
landscape, a bold form, but one in harmony

with nature.

Opposite Page: The strong vertical of the two
story bay window and the steep roof give a
much greater presence than the small area of
the house would otherwise suggest. The pro-
portions of the building are in sympathy with
the scale of the landscape, commanding the

cove and the ocean beyond,
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14 House at Seal Cove
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Second Floor Plan
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This Page: The axial force of the house is
reinforced by the repetitive sequence of the

structural elements: expose

wall and roof
framing, tie rods and ridge beam. The spaces
follow the structure with rooms, stairs, and

their relationship to thy

doors articulated

by the expressed construction of the building

Opposite Page: The unadorned elemental

form of the house, immediately apparent as it is

approached form the land

ide, is reminiscent
of the barns and utilitarian structures of Maine,

but reduced and abstracted to a sculptural icon.
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House in Mattapoisett

Mattapoisett, Massachusetts

OYFRARRFRIEE

DEEEN, DRRPAY

FELFE—TEY

2l L. BRSHLULENI4RR
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YRR E R

BRIt LEABIR R, &

ZRFIE
BUERA .
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. BT EE

(£74.2m) .

EXEFERLNFERAXELRE KFEEMERES

BUHRARAFE.
—EREE [E ., B I0%R (£9305m)
BEI0ER (493m) DABAHIERR, B

(ERCA0% gk Hibbi

BIMISRY T—RIEE AR Above Right: The entrance, sharply carved

Island) Gy 8

through the tower that connects the main

y
. B wing with the guest wing, offers a carefully

framed view of lawn, cedar trees, and the
ocean beyond. It is a gate to the private realm
of the house.

MBI BEREEEZ 5
WXE, FRMNTEERR, X

Opposite page: The front of the house facing
2 public road and the harsh northern exposure
is closed, largely windowless, forming a

R

AREESNIE

¥

EREAERE. 2

protective enclosure against intrusion and the

winter winds.
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House in Mattapoisett

1g wings of the ho

sition of triple-
and
force of the nat
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22

Above Right: The triple-hung windows pro
vide unobstructed access to the continuous
decks from every room of the house, a particular

requirement of the owners, and allow ample

ventilation in the warm, hun

Right: To protect the house from ocean
storms—this site is the exact point where most
hurricanes strike the New England coast—ten-
foot square shutters constructed of wood

reinforced with

/ can be closed over the

continuous wall of triple-hung windows.

iy T

QLTGRO

AN ™

N WD

g @ |




House in Mattapoisett 23

HREEFNET

Above: During the winter, the low sun pene-
trates through the south-facing window wall to
provide substantial solar heat, which augments

the deep-well geo-ther

! heating system of

the house. in the summer the windows are

shaded by the slightly over-hanging roof and

the shadows of oak and cedar trees.
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24 House in Mattapoisett
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G.P.J.

25

Left: The Great Room serves as iving, dining,

and kitchen space, and reflects the exterior
form of the house in the interiors. The room is
focused on an unusual *fireplace, * a niche con-
structed of brick and stone, within which is an
iron wood-burning stove. The niche serves to
absorb and then radiate the heat of the stove,

while protecting the surrounding plaster walls

Opposite Page: The open storm shutters,
perpendicular to the window wall, form exterior
rooms, open to the sun and air, but gently pro-

tected from the strong afternoon ocean breezes.
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House on Deer Isle

Deer Isle, Maine

@RE EREE

to grow out of

the rock ledges that

form the site. The chimneys are built of native

stone, blending into the

ndscape. The

attached pavilions become transparent tents

ephemeral structures reflecting every change

in season or weather.

Opposite Page: The

varent pas

form a screen to the magnif

nt view, control-

ling the observer’s experience in a series of

glimpses between columns, trees or chimneys

h

until the mome en each vista is revealeq,

each enhanced by the sense of anticipation

Jeveloped by the experience.
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28 House on Deer Isle
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34 House on Deer Isle
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House on Deer Isle 35
BRBLREE

Above Left: Where the chimneys penetrate
under the pavilion roofs, a deep inglencok is
formed, a separate room for the fireplace or;
as if the fireplace had become an inhabitable

space.

Left: Under the tent-like roof structure of
stee tubes and cedar planking are separate
enclosures for the dining area and the kitchen
The dining area is contained within a curved

screen

y cedar. The kitchen inhabits

a separate "hous

* complete with a window

that aligns with a distant island and light house.
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House on Great Cranberry Island

Great Cranberry Island, Maine

ARZAER EREE

mMAN, ARZREES

ZKH%:!?EH AR BA =)
—BUNNEASR. BHETH

AR R T

A—NEF

AR ERIEX

3 EFFR KNI TR O DE S a

DIHARFILL ABAE. ERINABREE AAM

Above: Seen from the shore across its open
meadow; the house hugs the ground, the roof
ridge line below the trees, the entire composi-
tion consciously subordinate to the natural
condition of the site, but defining the transi-
tions from open space to dense forest, mead-

ow grass to pine woods

Opposite Page: Beyond Great Cranberry
Island there is no other land, no further islands
only the open sea. The gateway formed by the
stone chimneys directs and frames the view to

the ocean, articulating even the distant hor-

2zon that would otherwise remain an indefin-

able expanse.
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House on Great Cranberry Island 41

AFELEE

of the house align not with

Left: The two arm

the edge of the sea shore, but, rather, with the

rock ledges that run obliquely into the sea

Opposite Page: Exposed to extreme ocean
weather conditions and often shrouded in fog,

d to be built to withstand both

rces and the effe of nearly contin-
house is built

nd teak

istant

and lead for weather proofing. Even the

as stone “ballast," anc

oring the

d structure against the force of the wind.







House on Great Cranberry Island 43

HES LHIEE

Above: One bay of the main house is pulled

back into the woods to form a sheltered deck
on the ocean side. Out of the wind, adjacent
to the kitchen, this space is used by the own-

ers for outside dining or readiing.

Opposite Page: from a distance the house is

quite integral with the site. However, at more

immediate range it can be seen that the long
pavilions hover over the contours of the land

on concrete piers.
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Above Left: The kitchen, dining room, and

Iiving room are each defined by the bearing

walls that span the house every sixteen feet.
However, the * " effect of each open-
ing getting prc vely wider from the chim-
ney to kitche ts the spat

reversing the effects of perspective.

Left: An order of materials articulates the
structural concept of the house. All structural
walls are clad i tructural walls
are of mahogany. All spanning materials—

—are of Douglas fir
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House in Marion

Marion, Massachusetts

DEEMNEE

EHEMN BER

TS ENESERA. B Above: The approach to the house is modest,

with small-scale elements such as the low front

BENTRELAEH

o

porch and first floor windows reducing the
impact of the extensive roof and tower

beyond

Opposite Page: From the ocean side, where

B Bl e ;

5. o EE BRI the house confronts first a steep hillside, then

‘ i o e e a great meadow; and lastly the sea shore itself,
AR ELREBES. EENT

the scale is much grander. The tower, dormers,

EEEHER, F KR

verandah, and the scale of window and door

openings all are in keeping with the relationship

of the building mass to the larger landscape.
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G.P.J.

Above: The verandah penetrates the tower,
both internally and externally, breaking down

the distinction between interior and exterior

space and facilitating circulation, an important
consideration for the owners' use of the house

for entertaining groups of peaple

CEREPFFRRISRaaRE-A AR FSdaRR



House in Marion 55
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Above Left: The entry, on the land side of the

house, is formed by a curved vestibule and

Gt oo withinithe cover 6 THe rooF over

ang. Like all the porches, the entry is con

scted of concrete columns, which extend

from the foundation to the eaves

Left: Seen from the ends, the house is a narrow

olex form, building up in a sequence of

s designed to make
nsverse, as

2 wall along  hillside

g the distant view







House in Marion 55

SBERHEE

Above: Across the great meadow; the appar-

ent scale of the house is much larger than its
actual modest size. The careful manipulation
of the roof forms, the exploitation of the plas-
tic quality of shingles, and the articulation of
the geometry, in order to cast strong shadows,
all serve to relate a small house to its large

context.
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House at Cape Rosier

Cape Rosier, Maine

T HEE/RAMEE

FRMN . BFEIBRS
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$TE BT (£9200m) I
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FOARER,
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Above: Access to the house is a path that
wraps around a prominent knoll to arrive at the
off-set of quest and main pavilions. Drave by
glimpses of the ocean through dense woods,
the explorer navigates through internal sub-
structures and the grid itself to discover the
trestle to the study and the ultimate resolution

of the experience in a view of a distant island.

Opposite Page: The enclosed living space,
defined by the simple roof forms, shift in
response to the landscape, view, and sequence

of spatial exploration.
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House at Cape Rosier 61
FHEBRAGEE

EH: HEERARERE ERUG . AE
HERNAR. BRROERGER, 21
BHNERMHGRETL QELRER
BRAFIEN. FEE. NEARERE
& BETRBIL AR,

ERE: BEENAREAAEY. H#HEAKX
ERPHBHXEGEL |,

Left: The construction of the house is clearly
articulated as a “kit of parts.” The structural
frame of timber posts and beams is assembled
with hidden fasteners. All of the construction
fits as replicable components: fioor panels with-
in which are packaged all the utilities, walls of
either glass in thin steel frames or pre-fabricat-
ed storage modules of plywood and cedar.

Opposite Page: In the study, bookshelves
extend up to the ridge and are accessible via a
light steel mezzanine system ciipped to the

timber frame.
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House on Potomac River
Washington, D.C.
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portant

horhood.

rms and

of the

onscious-

tradition




G 2J Y

EREFREES BB BrAA-2D Foae i









. (- Y ™

SQPFIZINIKICRCRAAIA Vi

House on Potomac River 67

BESZABNEE

A
ig@r

Top: The exterior jacket of the house extends
beyond the line of enclosure at each end to
shield the fiving space from the noise of over-

head aircraft traffic.

Center: The entrance occupies space between

the existing "ruin® and the new construction.
Bottom: The rear of the house takes advan-

tage of grade change to provide windows to a

lower-level apartment.




68 House on Potomac River
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House on Potomac River

e 53

landscaped knol, the transparent hou
little privacy to the immediate passer-by. Only

from the park along the river (and with the

ying lens of the architectural photographer)

e true extent of the transparency revealed,
From the street, the house remains in the dus

a glowing enigmatic jewel box.







House on Potomac River 71
RIT B RREE

HAMAES

Left: At the intersection of the two spatial vol-
umes—that formed by the low pre-existing
structure and the lofty nave of the new—the
space rises unobstructed to the roof and a

translucent insulated skylight.

Opposite Page: Looking from the entry
through the intersection of the new building
to the kitchen beyond, the layering of space is
articulated by both the materials of each
sequential surface and by the different quali-

ties of light in each space.
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House on Mount Desert Island

Mount Desert Island, Maine

TSR EREE
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Above: Rising in a clearing on the brow of a
hill, the house gently commands its site with-
out disturbing the natural surroundings. The
land was disturbed as little as possible during
construction and replanted with native biue-
berry and bunchberry sod. A grove of white
birch trees has been planted on the same grid
as the house structure to mediate the transi-

tion from man-made to natural environment.

Opposite Page: The elements of the house
construction are of a scale in keeping with the
trees, rocks, and landforms of the site. This
scalar relationship is as important as the trans
parency of the house in establishing its intima-

cy with the landscape.
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House on Mount Desert Island 75

Left: To effect the transition between land and
structure, a set of monumental slabs of rough

cut native granite form the entrance steps. The
stainless-steel roof scupper spills into a carved-

stone catch-basin.

Opposite Page: One of the cubes of space
defined by the house grid is occupied by the

ce, a cube of concrete sculpted to also

firepl
function as a massive scupper draining the

steep metal roof.
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Foundation Plan
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TS

Dormer Plan

-—y
)
|
|
l
| \
- . . - ‘
- s . - This Page: At different times of day, and ir
ll different seasons, the house changes from an
opaque object set in the landscape to an elusive
- . . o
mirror reflecting its surroundings to a transpar-
| " i ent prism, camoufiaged by nature itself.
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80 House on Mount Desert Island
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House on Mount Desert Island 81

ER 5

Top: From the second-level platform, space

flows over the cabinetry that forms a parapet,
down through the grid cut by the stair, around

the structure to join with the space below

Center: On the second level the elevator is
enclosed with finely perforated metal screen,

which acts like a theater scrim.

Bottom: Leaping through the grid at an oblique

i establishes a grid for circu-

angle, the main
lation, which is followed by the orientation of

the elevator beyond and the spiral stair above.




82 House on Mount Desert Island

=i

This Page: Although the entire living space 1

un-partitioned, the strong geometry of the
grid defines different living areas within the
larger envelope. There is a distinct sense of
spatial differentiation in the cube of space by
the fireplace, as opposed to the cube of space
inhabited by the dining table, even though

these two areas are immediately adjacent

Opposite Page: Seen from the glass elevator
rising through the open grid, disconnected
from any floor, the prismatic quality of the

house is most apparent.
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House at Orcutt Harbor

Orcutt Harbor, Maine
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Above: Upon entering the site, the first view
of the house is this gable end, highly evocative
of traditional New England structures. Only the
rigorous elimination of trim and detail reveal
its modernist antecedents in addition to its tra-

ditional ones.

Opposite Page: Turning the corner of the
house, its extraordinary length and the gradual
dissolution of the form are exposed. As the
building accelerates toward the shore, the
spacing of solid elements—dormers, the chim-
ney—become less frequent and then disappear
completely Conversely, openings in the fabric
of the building—doors, windows, porches—
occur more frequently and become larger until

the wall and roof dissolve.
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House at Orcutt Harbor

Left: At the ocean end of the house the roof
enclosure dis: 5, €XPOS

rafters, the walls reach their minimum thick

and glass is eliminated from the openings




Right: Opposite the inward curve at the front
door, the house curves out on the south side,
absorbing the fireplace and chimney within the
building. The curve and the dissolution of the

wall fabric is articulated by a gradual increase

in the height of win,

Opposite Page: As the house reach
it pr
ward the shore and a retaining wall of mas

The effect of this transition

from firmly grounded wall to floating plane

contributes to the expression of a
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House at Orcutt Harbor ]

RHFELIE

g the north si
corridor connects the various private living
ultimately opening into the m
lic living/dining room. The exterior wall of this
corridor becomes progressively thinner at each

window opening.

interior finish of the house is highly refined.
Abor ht foot level, the musc
ture of the roof is revealed. The

uglas fir rafters ripples and fiexes to

modate the sensuous curves of the build










House in Surry

Surry, Maine

BFEREE

AN, =2

ARE. EREIAGRERR. HRTRASRET. ACTR TADEKENERKES, A Teodoasmmabne e
structure of the house repeated at each bay,
MNEFAGAESHOSREER. BENTFRRRTREM™ . FERBEBZARRMBEFIEE  every sixteen feet for the length of the build-
s . " - " R ing. A pair of columns rise from the ground to
HEEn., B, FETENTHOEE, REFHEFRERMUNTSERD. BTERNTFEEES cany, first, paired steel beams at floor level,
AR, KB8ER (418m), REERMENSHANS AEEESE, B NGRS ETESRELES, and then extend to eave height to bear a com-
posite roof structure of steel angle rafters in-
HihZ— A&, WATRZ, BE—ARRANNAER. EHFAH/REEBlue Hill Bay) FITHFEBRE  filed with wood panels
BEEARE. AAZETRER, FAEER, EEhARs, ARBEIHE, S FHEIHEN. X :
Opposite Page: At the minimum allowed dis-
HERN. SR HEE, RZEN. UFHAESE. ATURRER. W&, EATRFTHE LAESKE tance from the ocean, the house hinges at its

mid-point to follow and embrace the curve of

BOGREHA . RN, HANEE. THENTA. BRIAZ, QREAREORINE, EMBEB 4o o tocotedins food pain dstict the

EESE T R house was required by regulation to be built

:lH'

above ground level

EIPRNIRA, Feih, L2578 (X 23m) EHKERS, BEREXAR. EXAKAERRNE
#, ERTEM, EERESEH K. CET MERTE. SALE, BUBOMBRRATS

ZERA: MEE LAY
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FELHTE
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Above: free from any load-bearing require-

ments, the envelope of the house can be

entirely glass. Expressed at each comer, glass

meets glass in a minimalist transparent joint,
sharply contrasting with the sturdy structural

column outside it.

Opposite Page: At the moment where the

building opens, the *hinge, * a single column
bears both pavilion roofs. The roofs nearly

touch at this apex, clearly articulating the _x( o~ L2 =
S
implied continuity of structure from one pavil- i{):r
ey
ion to the next. o SRR A

Co Rl B e e e B ARG e







House in Surry

Right: Under the external
internal partitions, again free of any major
structural requirement, are org
enclose a consistent ace down the
center of each pavilion. Seen here, th

that partitioned interior spat
as a free-standin,

glass envelope.
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Top: At the division of the two principal sec-

tions of the dwelling, the c

ontinuous space is

sliced by mullion-less glass walls.

Center: App

aching the ocean side of the
entrance penetration, the full breadth of the

view is both revealed and reflected in the

enclosing gla

Bottom: Reflections and refractions of light,
view, and the building jtself appear to dissolve

the structure and the

closure, heightening the

importance of the continuous sheltering roof
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Right: The public and private reaims of the

l i e

main house are divided by the granite chimney.
On the near side is a great room encompassing
living, dining, and kitchen. Beyond the chim-

ney is the master bedroom and bath

Opposite Page: Along the inland side of the
entire house are a series of prefabricated
modules, which contain storage, bathrooms,
laundy faciliies, pantry, and the like. A contin-
wous ribbon of clerestory window runs above

the modules, interspersed at each column with

floor-to-ceiling operable windows.
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Selected Buildings

and Projects

RIEZR ST A E T

BIRENEES
. HIRE

#ijal: Louis Conklin (4£45)
FREE: Victor W Mercer Inc
@R 15%E (06ha)
BH@MB: 1250 FHER (£ 116m°)
RIHER: 19824

BIER: 19835

DHERESNEE
DIFEEN DR PTE

Hija): Stone and Webster (£5#4) Megatech

Corperation (#14#)

FRBAE: Fisher and Rocha
@A 7 RE (Y28na)
EFTR

BIFHK

BRBAIEE
ARM. BRS

JHijE]: Zaldastani Associates, Inc. (k45)
Goldman Associates, Inc. (#1#§)
&% Prin Allen and Sons

SWER SEE
RATR: V00 FHRR (4 214m)
BIER: 1984 51985 6
BTHAR: 1985%

ARZAZHHEE
ARAM. ARZHES

[#fije): Zaldastani Associates (¥&#9)
F&ME Victor Mercer Inc.and Michael
Westphal / Builder

AR 4 K5 (£91.6ha)

BUE: 0WFHER (£ 280m°)
IR 19854 — 1087 4F

BTER 19875

DERMEE
DiFEEEN, DER

Fija) : Louis H.Conklin c/o Stone and
Webster (£4#)

Fk@%: Houdelette Co

HHER: 4RET (£31.6ha)

BWER: 380 FHHR (£353m°)
RIHER: 19854 1987 &

BRIER: 1987 &

SERANEE
AR . FERBRA

SHER: SREF (4 2ha)
BHER: 00 FHRR (4372m)
RiHER: 19894

BREDRAREE
HREHR, BRDRA

Bia): Lewis HConklin (£4)
FR®E: Peterson and Collins
SIEER: 7100 FHER (£9660m
BFER: 3200 FAER (4
BITER: 1 1
BRIHR

298m'|

EHEESS LT
FEN, SHEBHE

Hja): Zaldastani Associates, Inc. {

Panitsas Associates Inc. (#14)
EKEHE: John Ruger Associales
SHER: SR\ (£ 2ha)
BYER: 2000 FHER (£ 186m
RITER: 1991 F—1993F
WTEMR: 19934

BREENEE
ARAM. B+

iE): Zaldastani Associates, Inc. (££43)
Panitsas Associates,Inc. (#1#%)
&% Phil Uban Fine Homes
SWER: 5.1 %E (£ 2ha)
BHER: 3V0FHER (4344m7)
BIER:
WIEMR: 1993 F

FENEE
AMEM, FR

ijé]: Zaldastani Associates, Inc. (£%4)
Panitsas Associates.Inc. (H14#)

& # Phil Uban Fine Homes
GIER: 4EH (49160
ENER FHER (¥
G 19024819034
1995 4




Peter Forbes and Associates, Inc.

1980-1995:

g - WOEHESHATRR980F
1995 4)

Peter Forbes, FAIA
B WA, XER
Kathy Bartels

Victoria Beach
William Biolosky
Lorin T. Breahaut
Roger Comee
John Scott Crowe
Barry Dallas
Marilyn Feldmeyer
Anne Forbes
James Guise
Gerrard Gutierrez
Michael Haskovec
David Henderson
Daniel Hewett
Patrick Hickox
Sheryl Kolasinsky
Wayne Lapinski
James A. Leet
Maya Ying Lin
Alan Mayer
Patricia A. Morton
Elizabeth Nemura
Richard Pedranti
Catarina Roiatti
William Ruhl

Jeri Spurling
David Tobias
Bradford C. Walker
Timothy Weiler

Charles von Weise




Firm Profile
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EE ENHESFTHEERANNSSRNSG - BALTT 180EES
FREENELWEIN. EEAERELSPRBEXR, A2 7T EBHPEATS
B L EBREELSE. M, BHHTRSHAOERMEREEBAR. BiIbF
ERY. EH-LFGHFHBERE.

1981 4, FEHAKHBAA. LT GRHEXRY #F(Architectural
Record)12 B EMHEHRE. RS, 19834, 19864, 19874, 1989 EHS
"RIFARFAETR (Record House Award), 1986 FREAMINRERMERS
EROEEAEM CE RS AR (National Honor Award), X234 EE M IKS
HEEIERFER IETREBRREZNGRE—— N BEZEEXAS
RER NURHREHRRAURBHIZETHLENE BHRHESHIAND
RO HLIRTHETRRMBEEROB SIS ERTH SRS D RO
RE, BT R%. ER—HHRTA. ERHHLASROXERR. F
SHRERFGHRABIL0N, K, £ TENHTLHTFHEREHNA.

EESFFNARTES BEIRETAXVERARI RETINEES
YRR TRERALLRK. FERERERBANE—THES ARR
REEFZBUBRRRENLH LG TENRITOA. ERZRRGHTETH
HERME, TR AHENGIHERE. ORETH/ NSNS, AFRLBER
HEEBENRE SR SRFULBEEN WIRF) NEERX. 5MRER
(NEOBPAEARES, ERELENZE. SIRABLINHIES. LE
FBMIERHEITRAMT, HEETERRUEFEOME, ARABERR.
BHEFRESALERFIHRE LNER . ANRURLENTBRIELZNUR
BT MR BARREOENF AR,

SRRAERREHR LASN—H BSANRATHEBREBHILE
Fh+HEN, BHINRANBEEER RIFRARLEME Xk, &
X R A AT M X R AR E N R AR SHF. AL AR
BNBXR ARABZDHEERZ DHRBE. RITRASAHROH TR
HAARBEFERISE, A REMERFTF A RIERRRA, XFp3LIZeT 8 7
T, RETHRRHERBEANR, XERBHERSAIIAIKN,



BEFUTRRETRS Site 19 WHHE

BT XA ERIXS

. AR

Daniel and Nancy Mahoney; Natalie Miller; David and Mardee Nordberg;
Richard and Anne Silven; Michael Sinclair; Robert and Irene Sinclair;
Gregg and Lisa Stone; Rodman and Susan Ward; Ned and Patty Wharton;

Gary and Joyce Wenglowski.

Above: Peter Forbes
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