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Foreword

“Learning doth make the minds of men gentle, whereas ignorance makes
them churlish.”
Sir Francis Bacon, 1605

The diverse compilation of pre-molecular biological surgical experimen-
tation with advanced stem cell regenerative medicine devoted to the
craniofacial complex makes this a unique book. This work combines an
historical record of the past with current and future aspirations of diag-
nosis, prognosis, treatment and prevention of disparities of development.
Anomalies of craniofacial development are associated with one third of all
congenital birth defects. Whereas most parts of the body are generally
concealed below the surface, either by skin or modestly by clothing, the
craniofacial complex is the most exposed region of the body, making its
defects not only functionally significant, but also having a huge sociologi-
cal and psychological impact.

Molecular biology and stem cell therapy have revolutionized the study
of development and the therapeutic potential of regenerative healing of
defects. Rapid advances in our understanding of genetic, molecular and
cellular mechanisms underlying craniofacial development are now being
translated into novel approaches for disease prevention, tissue repair and
regeneration.

Bernie Sarnat’s pioneering experiments recorded in this book opened
up the possibilities of understanding and modifying the developmental

vii



viii  Craniofacial Biology and Craniofacial Surgery

distortions that current genetic and molecular biological expositions are
revealing as the root causes. His co-author, James Bradley, has taken
advantage of this tremendous biological background to implement thera-
peutic and surgical procedures to alleviate disabilities and deformations
by employing the technologies of diagnostic capabilities rendered by radi-
ology, CAT-scanning, MRI imaging, ultrasonography and ultimately
genetically-based prognoses.

The variations of the components of the oro-gnatho-masticatory
apparatus, both in their normal and abnormal development, whether of
greater or lesser clinical significance, are manifestations of an assuredly
genetical underpinning. Furthermore, epigenetic influences on gene
expression patterns are being revealed in phenotypic portrayals of genetic
inheritance, that, if defective, have been modified by Bernie Sarnat’s
experiments and James Bradley’s surgical skills.

The initially relatively less complex experiments performed in the
early mid-20th century by Bernie Sarnat have given way in the 21st cen-
tury to insights being revealed by the more sophisticated experiments by
the refinements of genetic microarray analyses, tissue culture technology,
regenerative medicine, organ transplantation, laser lysing of tissues and
robotically-controlled surgery in the hands of James Bradley. Bernie
Sarnat’s innovative experiments on bone biology that have been published
over an astonishing 70 year period from 1940 to the present book in 2010
have been cited over 117 times in the research engine “Scopus”, attesting to
his enormous impact on craniofacial biological research. His work has
provided the necessary infrastructural background that has allowed James
Bradley to undertake the heroic surgical reconstructions described in this
book. The combination of the seminal works of a pioneering biologist
with those of a practicing plastic surgeon represented in this book
provides a phenomenal insight into overcoming the traditional barriers
between laboratory science and clinical practice that the two authors of
this book have displayed.

To these variegated musings on the combination of basic sciences with
surgical expertise exemplified in this book, the reader has a potential
Lucullan feast of thought upon which to chew. As Sir Francis Bacon
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observed: “Some books are to be tasted, others to be swallowed, and some
few to be chewed and digested”. Enjoy the contents of this book.

Geoffrey H. Sperber, B.Sc. (Hon), B.D.S., Ph.D.
Professor Emeritus

Faculty of Medicine & Dentistry

6074 Dent/Pharm Centre

University of Alberta

Edmonton, AB

T6G 2N8

Canada
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Foreword

Bernard G. Sarnat was the John Hunter of 20th century plastic surgery.
Like the celebrated 18th century English surgeon, considered the father of
surgical research, Sarnat had an unquenchable curiosity based on obser-
vations made during his daily clinical activities. Ever logical, he then went
to the animal laboratory to seek the answers.

After obtaining medical and dental degrees, he took his surgical
training at the St. Louis shrine of plastic surgery led by Dr. Vilray Blair,
recognized as the Father of American Plastic Surgery. This educational
background, combined with his personal temperament, set the stage or
provided the foundation for a lifetime of asking pertinent clinical ques-
tions regarding the growth of the craniofacial skeleton: How can one
study the growth of the mandible, midface, orbits and cranial vault?
Does the normal craniofacial skeleton grow differently than the abnor-
mal? Does an abnormality in one component of the craniofacial skele-
ton set off a “domino effect” in contiguous structures? Are the
individual roles of the bones, cartilage, teeth and soft tissue envelope
integrated to achieve final craniofacial skeletal morphology? How does
one produce phenocopies of pathologic craniofacial human conditions?
Sarnat realized that these questions could be answered only in the
laboratory.

It is remarkable how many animal models he developed — turtles,
rats, gophers, lagomorphs, pigs, dogs, and primates. To answer these
questions, he recognized that experiments must include craniofacially
immature as well as mature animals. One then has to ask the question

xi



xii  Craniofacial Biology and Craniofacial Surgery

whether these experimental findings were transferable to the human. For
example, the rabbit can be a “bone factory”; the canine is predominantly
a snout animal; only the primates have the circumferential orbit of the
human.

Yet, Bernard G. Sarnat was not to be deterred. Over a career that
spanned the last half of the 20th century, he studied the role of the condyle
and the effect of neuromuscular function on mandibular growth; the con-
tribution of the nasal bones, septum and paranasal sinuses and facial
sutures in rabbit and primate midface development; the effect of globe
enlargement in orbital development; and the role of the cranial and skull
base sutures in cranial vault development.

His experimental designs were ever simple and intuitive — local sur-
gical manipulation. It was only natural that, as a surgeon, he used the tools
of his trade in an investigative manner — not unlike John Hunter’s trans-
plant experiment with combs of cocks.

What resulted was an improved understanding of craniofacial growth
and development — the interplay of functional parts determining skeletal
growth. An excellent example is the development of the forehead in
response to frontal lobe emergence in higher animals. From an evolution-
ary standpoint, higher animals needed a second story addition. As humans
assumed the upright position, olfaction became less important and snout
size decreased (and the hands became more complex!). The frontal bone
and the enlarged cranial vault represent the skeletal addition for the ever-
evolving cerebral cortex.

In many ways, Bernard G. Sarnat’s work set the stage for my genera-
tion of craniofacial surgeons. The distraction technique could be
employed in the young patient with recognition that the severely
hypoplastic mandible had little potential for growth and development.
As surgeons, we learned that the midface in syndromic craniofacial syn-
ostosis, likewise, had little potential for growth. Consequently, the Le
Fort IIT advancement technique could be employed in these patients at a
young age to improve occlusion, relieve sleep apnea and restore facial
aesthetics and the surgeon would not be interfering with midface
growth.

And now this remarkable surgeon, in the ninth decade of his life, is
working with an academic surgeon, who is two surgical generations
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younger, in bringing this remarkable tale of research to print and to relate
it to modern craniofacial surgery and to contemporary research in this
area — it is truly a story of our specialty over 60 years. What a contribu-
tion to the discipline of craniofacial surgery by two surgeons whose work
transcends two centuries of work!

Joseph G. McCarthy, M.D.

Lawrence P. Bell Professor of Plastic Surgery

Director, The Institute of Reconstructive Plastic Surgery
New York University Langone Medical Center

550 First Avenue

New York, NY 10016
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Preface

This is an unusual one of a kind work. Something old. Something new
which is based in part on something old.

It deals primarily with and brings together a wide ranging group of
essays many of which are classics of more than half a century of research
done by the senior author. Much of this historical review remains signifi-
cant and germane today. Some material antedates the emergence of the
specialties of craniofacial biology, craniofacial surgery and bone biology.
Many of the reports preceded the period of molecular biology. This sum-
mary represents a fundamental pioneering contribution to a representa-
tive portion of the specialties. A diverse group of experiments was done at
different times in an irregular sequence over the many years. However,
they fit into a logical pattern which could be likened in a way to the peri-
odic table of chemistry (Mendeleev). Because the face offered so many
different structures, muscles and bones, it was a rich source of study.

Added to the past the junior author has contributed significantly to
the present by including recent works with the presentation of issues deal-
ing with stem cell, tissue regeneration and tissue engineering research. In
addition, appropriately selected clinical work is included, a result of the
further development and maturity of the specialties. And what does the
future hold? No doubt unpredictable gigantic advances.

A logical sequence has been followed with an introduction, Part I. The
Lower Face; Part II. The Midface; Part III. The Upper Face; Part IV. Tooth
Development and Associated Structures; Part V. Cranial Sutures and
Cranial Base; Part VI. Several reports (Chaps. 32-37) dealing with a
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synthesis and integrative interpretation of previous research as well as
other selected subjects; Part VII. Public Health Aspects; APPENDIX deal-
ing with becoming a Plastic Surgeon.

Full recognition and thanks are due to the important contributions of
colleagues, students with their devoted expert secretarial skills (Catherine
O’Hara, Misha Heller, Kristy Wasson, Rebekah Ashley, and Hurig
Katchikian, untiring and totally dedicated) staff, and devoted families
throughout the years. Especial recognition should be given to Michelle
Van Vliet for her expert photography skills and cheerful countenance.
Without their unfailing support this work would not have been possible.

We made every effort to minimize errors and inaccuracies. If any did
occur, we apologize. And lastly, a great big thank you to both the publish-
ers and editors. We owe a great debt of gratitude in particular and signifi-
cant recognition to Sook-Cheng Lim, Scientific Editor of World Scientific
Publishing and her staff for their patience, dedication, devotion, and
meticulous attention to detail and guidance throughout the entire process
of this work.

This volume is dedicated to the future leaders in the specialties of
craniofacial biology and craniofacial surgery.

Thank you all.

Bernard G. Sarnat, M.D., D.D.S.
James P. Bradley, M.D.
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CHAPTER 1

Introduction

“ ... find out the cause of this effect,
Or rather say, the cause of this defect,
For the effect defective comes by cause.”

— Hamlet, Act 11, Scene II

There is always a need for further knowledge about the growth of bone(s).
This is true particularly because an understanding of the normal and
abnormal growth of bone(s) forms the basis of early recognition, possible
prevention, and appropriate treatment of many deformities. However, it is
less well appreciated that findings on the abnormal may be employed to
test and extend our knowledge of the normal. The genetic makeup, as well
as various types of diseases, and injuries (such as trauma), inflammation,
radiation, and chemicals, may affect skeletal growth sites, thereby causing
faulty growth of bone(s). The degree of the subsequent deformity will
depend not only on the type, intensity, extent, and chronology of the nox-
ious agent but also on the site and its particular susceptibility and growth
activity. A growth deformity of bone may be readily produced by interfer-
ing with a cartilaginous but not a sutural growth site.'

The problem of plastic-surgical treatment for craniofaciodental defor-
mities is a difficult one. The dysplastic pattern of growth continues. In uni-
lateral disturbances, the discrepancy between the two sides becomes
greater as the patient becomes older because of limited or no growth of the
affected side. Even though the deformity may not be progressive, it is not
self-correcting, and there is no totally satisfactory way to compensate for
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the lost or retarded growth. The disturbance itself is not fully remedied by
orthodontic, prosthetic, or surgical procedures. However, these measures
do give functional and cosmetic improvement. Consequently, the cranio-
facial surgeon is called upon to treat and improve both the function and
the appearance of these abnormalities.

Alteration of the position of the craniofacial complex by various
types of osteotomies is a common surgical procedure. Other surgical
approaches are directed toward contributing bulk and increasing length
by means of bone, cartilage, and soft-tissue grafts as well as flaps.
Autogenous tissues have been transplanted and alloplastic materials
implanted as masking procedures to build up the less developed side in
asymmetries or to the mental or other regions where there has been a
symmetrical arrest. Distraction osteogenesis is a significant recent addi-
tion to the surgical armamentarium. If these corrections are made in a
patient who has not attained full growth, a later procedure may be neces-
sary in adult life.

As a plastic surgeon with a basic science background, in my practice
I saw patients with a variety of both soft- and hard-tissue deformities,
which frequently were distributed over many parts of the body. Invariably
there were many unanswered questions. In an attempt to find answers,
I returned part-time to the laboratory. Over the years I conceived, designed,
initiated, and carried out a series of experiments in regard to bone(s),
teeth, and cartilage as well as cartilage implants in both young and adult
animals (turtles, rats, gophers, lagomorphs, pigs, dogs, monkeys, and
humans). Each procedure had its advantages and disadvantages. Although
an attempt was made to limit the number of variables and to obtain a
definite “yes” or “no” answer, this was not always possible.

My early research interests were in skeletal problems of a systemic
nature. Later, one of my concerns was the possible effects of trauma —
accidental and intentional (surgical) — on growth of bone(s). Eventually,
I directed my efforts principally toward local surgical experimentation as
it related to both normal and abnormal gross postnatal craniofaciodental
growth. Because of the wide variety of different structures, their interre-
lated individualities, and the challenges presented in both its richness of
sites of growth and its complexity, the skull and particularly the face,
proved to be a most unusual source of study.
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Many of these investigations were carried out in collaboration and
done principally at the University of Chicago, the University of Illinois, the
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center, and the University of California at Los
Angeles.

BONE GROWTH AND CHANGE

Growth and development of the skeletal system has an important role in
determining body form. The dynamics of growth of bone(s) is a complex
process. Although significant articles in regard to bone growth appeared in
the literature more than 225 years ago,” many basic questions are still
unanswered. What are some of the problems in need of study? What are
the inherent difficulties? Any determination of bone growth must concern
itself with one or more of the following questions: What are the centers?
The sites? The amounts? The rates? Do they vary? When? What are the
directions? What are the changes in size and in shape (Fig. 1.1)? What are
the changes in proportion? What is the pattern? What are the mechanisms?
What factors are influential?

Some principles of the biology of bone are central to this presentation.
The basic blueprint of a bone is inherent. Postnatal bone growth is but a
continuation of prenatal bone growth interrupted by the event of birth. In
utero, the fetus with its genetic beginnings is subjected to the vicissitudes
of the maternal environment. After birth, the individual is subjected to the
effects of the general environment. Development of body form is related
to the synchronous coordination of three-dimensional, multiple, differen-
tial skeletal growth sites and centers and associated structure activities
(Fig. 1.2).

The following generalizations may be made about normal skeletal
growth. Growth of bone(s) occurs essentially in three ways: cartilaginous
(endochondral) and sutural (appositional without resorption), represent-
ing bone(s) as organs; and remodeling (appositional and resorptive), rep-
resenting bone as a tissue (Table 1.1). A definition of growth is change over
time. A basic physiologic concept is that throughout life, bone, the tissue,
is in a continuous state of apposition and resorption. Consequently, skele-
tal size and shape are always subject to change. When skeletal mass
increases, as in children, apposition is more active than resorption.
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Fig. 1.1 Size plus shape equals form. (A) Size is constant but shape is variable;
(B) shape is constant but size is variable. [From: Sarnat BG (2001). Effect and noneffects of
personal environment experimentation on postnatal craniofacial growth. J Craniofac Surg
12: 205-217.]

Cartilaginous and sutural growth are both active (i.e. positive growth).
When skeletal mass is constant, as in the adult, apposition and resorption,
although active, are in equilibrium (i.e. neutral growth). Cartilaginous and
sutural growth have ceased. When skeletal mass decreases, as in old age,
resorption is more active than apposition (i.e. negative growth). This con-
cept of growth change is not new’ and is also evidenced by the following
passage from Alice in Wonderland, by Lewis Carroll: “ ... said Alice, ‘and if
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2mo,{lem1} 5 mo. Newborn 2 yrs. 12 yrs 25 yrs.

Fig. 1.2 Development of the total human body from in utero to adulthood. (From:
Scammon, in Morris Human Anatomy, 9th ed., edited by C.M. Dodson, 1933.)

it makes me grow larger, I can reach the key; and if it makes me grow
smaller [italics added], I can creep under the door.”

Various methods have been used in the study and measurement of
growth of bone(s) (see Chap. 36). Each, however, has its limitations.*
One may yield information about the sites of growth, another about the
rate, and still another about the direction. However, a combination of
methods will potentially yield more information and, in certain
instances, more accurately than one method alone. Although some of
these methods often lend themselves primarily to experimental work on
animals, they nevertheless contribute to our fundamental knowledge of
the subject.

The physiologic stability of the bony components is the result of many
interrelated factors, normal functional use being a prominent one. Well
recognized are the effects of either excessive use, with hypertrophy (i.e. an
increase in the mass of bone), or disuse, with atrophy (i.e. a decrease in the
mass of bone). Thus modifications in the functions of a part are reflected
in alterations in the form of the part.

Despite its hard, semirigid, supporting, mineralized nature, bony tissue,
by virtue of the highly sensitive periosteal and endosteal membranes, is



Table 1.1 Bone: Growth, Remodeling and Repair*
Growth Clinical
Cartilaginous Sutural Remodeling Skeletal mass Repair Considerations
Infancy and Active Active (apposition, Apposition greather Increasing Active Giantism and
childhood no resorption) than resorption (positive other growth
growth) deformities
Acromegaly
Adulthood Long or tubular bone, Inactive Apposition equal to In equilibrium | Active
skull base, etc. resorption (neutral
(epiphysis) Inactive growth)
Mandibular condyle
(epiphysis-like) Latent
(potentially active)
Old age Long or tubular bone, Inactive Apposition less than Decreasing Active Senile
skull tissue, etc. resorption (negative osteoporosis
(epiphysis) Inactive growth)
Mandibular condyle
(epiphysis-like) Latent
(potentially active)
Clinical Conditions affecting Conditions Skeletal adjustments | Change in Fracture,
consideration cartilage: affecting sutural to various size and osteotomy,
achondroplasia, growth: conditions shape ostectomy,
rickets, etc. synostosis, etc. distraction
osteogenesis,
bone graft

* Modified, with permission, from: Sarnat BG (1971). JADA 82: 876—889.

Copyright 1971 by ADA Publishing, division of ADA Business Enterprises, Inc.

Aigbing |onjounry pun Afiojoig [pnpjolunr) 9
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dynamic and ever-changing, adaptable to every nuance of tension and
pressure. The basic and dual response of resorption and apposition is evi-
dent in the reaction of bone to growth, healing of fractures, alteration in
muscular balance, orthopedic therapy, change in position of bone(s) after
osteotomy and/or ostectomy, distraction osteogenesis, and other intrinsic
and extrinsic factors.

NORMAL CRANIOFACIAL GROWTH

The craniofacial skeleton changes in size and shape in all three planes:
height, width, and depth. However, it grows in these three dimensions of
space differentially in both time and rate (Figs. 1.3-1.5). Many sites con-
tribute to the multidirectional growth. The dynamics and details of nor-
mal postnatal growth, simultaneity, coordination, and change and
nonchange of the craniofaciodental skeletal system in both the young and
the adult are fascinating, complex, and incompletely understood problems
in the field of biology.

UCLA Center on Aging , o % &

Fig. 1.3  The aging face: child, adult, old age. (From UCLA—Center on Aging.)
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Fig. 1.4 Normal growth of the human skull. (A) clinically edentulous skull at about

birth; (B) skull of a child with completely erupted deciduous primary dentition;
(C) skull of an adult with completely erupted secondary dentition. Note that in the
infant the cranium is prominent, and the face is much less so, representing a smaller
part of the total skull size. Also note that the orbit makes up a large part of the face.
In the adult, the face is prominent and represents a larger part of the skull size. The
orbit makes up a considerably smaller part of the total face in the adult than in the
infant. Differential growth takes place at different times and rates in various parts of
the skull. [Reprinted with permission from Sarnat BG: Normal and abnormal craniofa-
cial growth: some experimental and clinical considerations. Angle Orthod 53:
263, 1983.]

Craniofacial bones, like bones in general, grow in three principal ways
(Table 1.1). One is cartilaginous — at the nasal septum — and endochon-
dral growth (i.e. the replacement of cartilage by bone) — at the base of the
skull, at the spheno-occipital and sphenoethmoidal junctions. These
bones are joined by cartilage (synchondroses). In addition, endochondral
growth of bone occurs at the septopresphenoid joint and at the mandibu-
lar condyle. The second way is sutural growth, where bones are united by
connective tissue (synarthroses). This is found only in the skull. Sutures
grow differentially by apposition without resorption. The amount of
growth may vary on either side of the suture, the rate varies for different
sutures at a particular time, and the same suture grows differentially at dif-
ferent times. These sites, as well as the endochondral, are of limited growth
and usually cease activity as an individual reaches adulthood. The third
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Fig. 1.5 Lateral cephalometric radiographs of skulls shown in Fig. 4. Note in the infant
skull the presence of unerupted teeth in the jaws. (A) In the child skull, the primary denti-
tion is fully erupted, and the permanent teeth are forming within the jaws. (B and C) In the
adult skull, the permanent teeth are fully erupted. The maxillary (m) and frontal (f) sinuses
are not evident in the infant skull, are in early development in the child skull, and are fully
developed in the adult skull. Note the open, actively growing suture, S, in the infant cranium,
in contrast to the closed inactive suture, S, in the adult cranium. St — sella turcica;
o — orbit; h — head holder apparatus. [Reprinted with permission from Sarnat BG:
Craniofacial growth, postnatal, in Delbucco R (ed.), Encyclopedia of Human Biology, 2nd ed.
Academic, San Diego, California, 1997, pp. 71-82.]
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Table 1.2 Craniofaciodental Growth

1.  bone(s)

A. Cartilaginous — bone(s) as organs

1. Endochondral
2. Nasal septal

B.  Sutural — bone(s) as oggans
C. Remodeling (appositional and resorptive) — bone as tissue

II.  Cavities

A. Matrix

1. Brain and cranium
2. Orbital contents and orbit

B. Matrix and air

1. Septum and nasal cavity
2. Tongue and oral cavity

C. Air
1. Maxillary sinus
2. Frontal sinus
3. Ethmoid sinus
4. Sphenoid sinus
III. Teeth

type is appositional and resorptive growth (i.e. remodeling), which occurs
on the outer surfaces (periosteal) and inner surfaces (endosteal) of bone
throughout life. The differential responses and interrelationships of these
processes are important.

The size and shape of the skull are determined not only by the growth
of bones but also by its cavities (Table 1.2). Increases in the size of the con-
tents of the cranial and orbital cavities of the skull influence the growth of
adjoining bones and sutures. The air-containing maxillary, frontal, eth-
moid, and sphenoid sinuses also increase in size and contribute to growth
of the skull. This occurs by a combination of resorption and deposition of
bone on the surfaces and adjustments at the sutures. An interesting com-
parison can be made when the infant, child, and adult skulls are modified
to about equal size (Fig. 1.6).
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Fig. 1.6 Lateral view photograph of the skulls in Figs. 1-4 enlarged to about the same

skull height and oriented in the Frankfurt horizontal plane. Note the differences in form
and proportions of the total skull and its components. The distance between the lower bor-
der of the mandible and the superior border of the orbit represents about 40% of the skull
height in the infant (A) and 60% in the adult (B and C). The orbital height is nearly the
same in all three skulls. The cranial height represents about 60% of the skull height in the
infant and 40% in the adult. The skull height is divided into fifths.

The cranium and the masticatory facial skeleton are integrated into an
anatomic and biologic unit. However, the masticatory skeleton is in part
dependent on muscular influences, growth of the tongue, and the denti-
tion. These two parts of the skull follow different paths of development,
and the timing of their growth rates is entirely divergent. Nevertheless, the
growth of any one part of the skull is coordinated with the growth of
the whole.

The more important sites of growth for the maxillary complex are
three sutures on each side: the frontomaxillary suture between the frontal
bone and the frontal process of the maxilla; the zygomaticomaxillary
suture between the maxilla and the zygomatic bone (and, secondarily, the
zygomaticotemporal suture in the zygomatic arch); and the pterygopala-
tine suture between the pterygoid process of the sphenoid bone and the
pyramidal process of the palatine bone.”® It is significant that these three
sutures are parallel to each other and all are directed from above and ante-
riorly, downward and posteriorly. Thus growth of these sutures will have
the effect of shifting the maxillary complex downward and anteriorly.
Transverse growth at the median palatine suture, which is affected by
the downward and divergent growth of the pterygoid processes, is both
simultaneous and correlated with the widening of the downward-shifting
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maxillary complex. There is also anteroposterior growth along the maxil-
lary side of the transverse palatine suture between the horizontal plate of
the maxilla and the palatine bone, and along the posterior margin of the
palatine bone.

The downward, outward, and lateral growth of the subnasal part of
the maxillary body is accompanied by eruption of the teeth and apposi-
tion of bone at the free borders of the alveolar process. Thus the apposi-
tion in this area contributes to the increase in height and width of the
upper facial skeleton. At the same time, the downward growth of the
alveolar process accounts for the transition from the flatly curved palate
of the infant to the highly arched one of the adult. However, the down-
ward shift of the hard palate by resorption on its nasal surface and appo-
sition on its oral surface tends to obscure the downward growth of the
alveolar process. Thus the pathogenesis of the high palate seems to start
with a deficiency of the modeling resorption at the nasal floor with a
failure of the normal downward shift of the hard palate. However, the
vertical growth of the alveolar processes at the free borders continues
in correlation with the growth of the mandible and accentuates the
discrepancy.

The growth of the upper facial skeleton is closely correlated with that
of the mandible. However, the mode of mandibular growth is entirely dif-
ferent from that of the maxillary part of the face. In the latter, the growth
is primarily sutural. In the mandible, an important site of growth is the
hyaline cartilage in its condyle. These differences explain a certain inde-
pendence and yet dependence of the growth of these two parts of the facial
skeleton.

The growth of the mandible is indispensable for the normal vertical
growth of the upper face. (See Chap. 2 for details of mandibular growth.)
Upward and backward growth at the condyle, which rests against the
articular fossa of the temporal bone at the cranial base, results in move-
ment of the entire mandible downward and forward so that the upper and
lower teeth and alveolar processes become more distant from each other.
Since the teeth maintain occlusion by continued vertical eruption, the
alveolar processes grow at their free borders. Disorders of mandibular
growth, therefore, lead secondarily to changes in the upper face. They gen-
erally involve only the subnasal part of the maxilla.
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Thus the skull, a complex of bone(s), has proven to be both a rich and
a challenging source of study, particularly since the combination of different
types of bone growth and increase in size of various cavities and growth, cal-
cification, and eruption of teeth is not found elsewhere in the body.

Cranial and orbital growth occur predominantly early in life, while
facial growth occurs predominantly somewhat later in life, mostly during
the periods of growth and eruption of the primary and secondary denti-
tions and the development of the paranasal sinuses. A number of excellent
references are available that describe the anatomic structures and give the
details of craniofaciodental growth and movement.*” Every student of
growth will delight in becoming acquainted with the seminal works of
Thompson® and Brash et al.®

Environment and Growth

A great deal has been learned about the prenatal and postnatal etiology of
craniofacial and other abnormalities in the experimental animal. The
material of these reports is only part of a series of experiments in which
the relationship of injury to postnatal growth has been studied.

Throughout our lives we are constantly reacting to our environment.
Variations in temperature, light, humidity, atmospheric pressure, terrestial
and extraterrestial radiation and gravity affect us. In addition, the vast
number of toxic agents, intentionally or unintentionally ingested through
our food (or essential deficiencies) and water and inhaled form the air,
determine our destinies. Consider the effect of our environment upon the
skeletal growth sites and the resulting changes in size and shape of the
jaws, face, cranium, and body.

There are many mechanisms (nervous, hormonal, metabolic, enzy-
matic) by which the environment directly induces adaptive changes.
Environmental stresses can interact either directly — such as through
variations in temperature and oxygen — or indirectly with the genetically
controlled enzyme-forming system. There is no evidence that environmental
stresses can induce genetic change.” Rather, those stresses permit such
genetic changes as may occur in natural mutations to be realized and fixed.

Young rats exposed to cold stress had a smaller skull, a longer face in
relation to the cranial vault, a narrower nose, a rounder cranium, and a



14 Craniofacial Biology and Craniofacial Surgery

shorter femur.'” Natives living at high altitudes and exposed to the envi-
ronmental stresses of hypoxia and cold have slower postnatal growth and
a lesser adolescent growth spurt than other groups."! On earth, gravity
is considered normal, or 1.0 g. What skeletal and other changes will occur
in environments of hypogravity (moon, 0.18 g) or hypergravity (Jupiter,
2.65 g)? These and other factors are of great interest to the new field of
cosmic biology and should be of concern to us.

In a 12-session, 2-hour graduate seminar on bone biology at UCLA,
I would ask the following take-home open-book final examination ques-
tion: Earth man and earth woman decide to live on the moon (or Jupiter).
Earth woman gives birth to moon (or Jupiter) child. Describe the growth,
development, size, shape, and skeletal and muscular systems of moon (or
Jupiter) person.
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CHAPTER 2

Growth Pattern of the Pig Mandible*

INTRODUCTION

In this investigation a combined technique of metallic implantation and
serial roentgenography was used to study the postnatal growth pattern of
the pig mandible. This method of growth study afforded several advan-
tages over those previously used, namely: (1) it was a serial study, (2) there
were permanent records, and (3) the implants served as stable reference
points from which accurate information could be obtained as to sites,
amounts, and relative directions of growth.

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

Hunter in 1778,' by means of madder feeding and osteometry, observed
that the mandible increased in size by apposition at its posterior border
while the anterior border of the ramus was remodeled by resorption of
bone (Fig. 2.1). He was the first to describe that: (1) resorption was as
characteristic of bone growth as was deposition, (2) the body of the
mandible gained in height principally by growth of alveolar bone, (3) the
shedding of teeth was always accompanied by resorption of alveolar bone
whereas eruption of teeth was always accompanied by growth of alveolar
bone, and (4) the deciduous second molar and permanent first, second,

*Excerpted from: Robinson IB, Sarnat BG (1955). Growth pattern of the pig mandible: a
serial roentgenographic study using metallic implants. Am J Anat 96: 37-63.
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Fig. 2.1 Four lower jaws at different periods of life from the age of five years, when
the five shedding teeth are completely formed, to that of the complete set. This figure
shows: (1) the lengthening of the mandible posteriorly, which is seen by the oblique line
made by the four condyles; (2) the gradual increase of the two processes above the line
of the teeth; and (3) the gradual increase of the teeth in proportion as the jaw length-
ens. (a) Condyle; (b) coronoid process; (c) alveolus for the permanent second molar is
forming; (d) permanent first molar; (e) alveolus for the permanent second molar; (f)
permanent second molar; (g) alveolus for the permanent third molar; (h) permanent
third molar. The two lines ik and im mark the distance between the symphysis of the
chin and the permanent first molar. The line il separates the incisors and cuspids from
the deciduous molars in the child’s jaw and the permanent bicuspids in the adult jaw.
This line is oblique and distances between the two ends of the two lines ik and il at 7i
are nearly the same as the distance between the ends of the two lines il and im at Im.
(From Ref. 1.)

and third molars erupted in the same relation to the mandibular ramus.
Since Hunter’s classic report, relatively little has been added to the general
knowledge about the mode of growth of the mandible (Table 2.1).
Humphry in 1864° confirmed the findings of Hunter by inserting wire
rings into the anterior and posterior borders of the mandibular rami of
young pigs. He found that when the pigs were killed after two months the
ring fixed to the anterior surface of the ramus was freed as a result of



Table 2.1 Brief Historical Review of Studies on Postnatal Mandibular Growth

Investigator Method Type of Study | Animal | No. Age Findings
Hunter (1778) | Madder feeding Longitudinal Pig 2 ? 1. Increase in size by apposition at posterior
osteometry Cross-sectional | Human 4 border of ramus
2. Remodeling of jaw by resorption of
anterior border of ramus
3. Increase of condyloid and coronoid
processes above line of teeth
4. Increase in height of body due to alveolar
growth
Humphry Implantation of wires Longitudinal Pig ? ? Confirmed Hunter’s findings
(1864) into ramus
Keith and Osteometry Cross-sectional | Human 2 5and | Confirmed Hunter’s findings
Campion (skulls) 25 years
(1922)
Brash (1924) | Madder feeding Longitudinal Pig 2 120-26 Confirmed Hunter’s findings
weeks

(Continued)
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Table 2.1 (Continued)
Investigator Method Type of Study | Animal | No. Age Findings
Brodie (1941) | Serial roentgenographs | Longitudinal Human 21 |3 months | 1. Condyle contributed to increase in height
to of ramus and forward growth of
8 years mandible;
Mandibular angle remained stable;
Angular relation between lower border of
mandible and cranial base established
by third month of life
Hulen (1948) | Metallic implants Longitudinal Dog 4 |2 1. No new findings
combined with serial 2. Primarily description of method
roentgenographs
J.H. Scott Roentgenograms Cross-sectional | Pig 3 |2 weeks, | 1.Little resorption of bone at anterior
(1951) 3 months, border of ramus;
8 months Little or no growth at inferior border
Baume and Histologic Cross-sectional | Rhesus 20 |? Growth of bone at anterior and inferior
Becks (1953) monkey borders of mandible
This report Metallic implants Longitudinal Pig 9 [8-20 1. Same as those of Hunter, Keith, and
(1955) combined with serial weeks Campion, and Baume and Becks
roentgenographs
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Fig. 2.2 Illustrations of Humphry’s experiment, in which he inserted wire rings in
the mandibular rami of young pigs to show resorption at the anterior border and appo-
sition of bone at the posterior border. (A) Lower jaw of a young pig killed one month
after two wires had been passed through a hole in the middle of the ramus and secured,
one around the anterior border and the other around the posterior border. The anterior
wire projects some distance in front of the ramus, whereas the posterior wire is buried
deeply. (B) Lower jaw of a young pig killed 11 weeks after a wire was passed around the
ramus. The wire projects in front of the anterior border of the ramus, though this is
somewhat masked by a horn of new bone having been formed on its anterior and outer
side. It is, moreover, buried deeply in the posterior part of the ramus. The ramus looks
as if it had been cut more than halfway through by the wire. (C) Right side of the lower
jaw of the same pig in (B). Two months before it was killed, a wire was passed through
a hole near the anterior border of the ramus and secured. In addition, a second wire
was passed through a hole near the posterior border and secured. The front wire has dis-
appeared. The position which it occupied is marked by a slight thickening at the lower
part of the anterior border of the ramus. The posterior wire, still encircling the bone
around which it was passed, is at a considerable distance from the posterior border.
(From Ref. 2.)

resorption, while the ring fixed to the posterior surface of the ramus was
completely embedded, as a result of deposition of bone (Fig. 2.2). Brash’
repeated Hunter’s madder feeding experiments in pigs and arrived at
similar conclusions.
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MATERIAL AND METHODS

The pig was selected because comparable litter mates of known age could
be obtained, and because this animal grows very rapidly in a relatively
short period of time. The animals used in this study were 9 female
Hampshire pigs from 2 litters obtained from an Illinois farm immediately
after weaning at about 8 weeks of age and weighing 22-26 pounds. They
were fed on a stock diet of corn supplemented with a mineral and vitamin
preparation. The duration of the experimental period was 12 weeks. The
pigs’ average weight at the completion of the study was 109 pounds.

Surgical Procedures

The animals were anesthetized with a 3% solution of sodium pentobarbital
(1/3 cm’ per pound of body weight) injected into the jugular vein. They were
then secured in a supine position on the operating table and the skin overly-
ing the left side of the mandible was shaved. With a sterile surgical technique,
the skin and subcutaneous tissues were incised from behind the angle of the
mandible forward, following the inferior border for a distance of about 6 cm.
The tissues were reflected to expose the masseter muscle, the fibers of which
were separated by blunt dissection, thereby exposing the mandibular ramus.
A dental bur, mounted in a handpiece, was used to prepare cavities (1-2 mm)
in the lateral cortical plate of bone. Dental amalgam was then inserted into
these cavities in the following areas: two close to but not at the posterior bor-
der of the ramus, one in the center of the ramus, and one in the anterior por-
tion of the body in the region of the mental foramen. The implants were used
to ensure accurate superpositioning of the tracings of serial cephalometric
roentgenographs. The distances between the three ramus implants were
measured with a caliper and recorded for comparison with those made on the
roentgenographs. The soft tissues and skin were repositioned and sutured.

Lateral Cephalometric Roentgenographs

Immediately following the surgical operation and at 4-week intervals for a
period of 12 weeks, lateral roentgenographs were taken on a specially
designed cephalometer,* which had been modified for the pig (Fig. 2.3).
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Fig. 2.3 Cephalometer adapted for the pig. (A) Lateral view of apparatus; (B) anes-
thetized pig lying supine on a back support, with its head positioned for a lateral cephalo-
metric roetgenogram. The film cassette has been removed to show the earposts in position
and the incisal pin placed between the upper central incisors at their contact point.
b — Back support; ¢ — film cassette in the background; ch — cassette holder in the
foreground; e — earpost; i — incisal pin.

The heads of the animals were oriented in the Frankfurt horizontal plane.
An ear post was placed in each external auditory meatus and an incisal pin
placed between the maxillary central incisors to orient the head in the
same position each time the roentgenograph was taken. There was some
variation in the vertical positioning of the head. This was of no conse-
quence because, regardless of the vertical orientation of the head, as long
as the ear posts were in the external auditory meatuses the lateral
roentgenographs were comparable. The exposure time was two-tenths of
a second at 100 milliamperes and 55 kilovolt peak (kvp). A target distance
of 100.8 cm was used to ensure minimum enlargement.

Tracings of the Roentgenographs

A detailed tracing of the mandible was made from each lateral roentgeno-
graph, with special attention given to the position of the implant images,
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the borders of the mandible, the erupted and developing teeth, and the
mandibular canal.

Tracings obtained from subsequent roentgenographs were placed over
the initial one in a position where the implant images recorded on the trac-
ings exactly superposed. The difference between the two established outlines
of the mandible represented the changes in size and shape that had occurred
during this period. Areas of apposition and resorption were thus deter-
mined. Sites of reference were established for measurement in the mandible.

Preparation of Gross Material

At the end of the experimental period the animals were exsanguinated by
severing the jugular vein. Mandibles were dissected from the skulls and the
soft tissues removed. Selected mandibles were bleached in a solution of
albone C (30% H,0,). One mandible was cleared by placing it in 70%
alcohol for two days, in 95% alcohol for one week, and in absolute alcohol
for one week. It was then placed in a solution of methyl salicylate. Clearing
permitted visualization of the implants and allowed final direct measure-
ments of this one animal.

FINDINGS
Gross

At the end of the experiment, 12 weeks later, none of the amalgam
implants was visible on the lateral surface of the dissected mandible where
they had originally been placed, but some were found exposed on the
medial surface of the ramus. The measurements between implants on the
cleared mandible were identical with those taken at the time the implants
were inserted. Comparison of these measurements with those of the
images on the roentgenographs showed variation of less than 1 mm.

Serial Lateral Cephalometric Roentgenographs and Tracings

Inspection of the serial lateral roentgenographs revealed progressive enlarge-
ment of the mandible (Fig. 2.4). Because measurements between implant
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No. |12 -8 wks.

Fig. 2.4 Lateral cephalometric roentgenographs of animal No. 12. The outline of the
ramus and body has been drawn in. (A) 56 days of age. Note the relation of the four
implants (three in the ramus and one in the anterior part of the body) to the various
borders at this period. The first permanent molar is still developing and has not yet
erupted. (B) 140 days of age. The posterior border has grown considerably away from
the implants in the ramus. In contrast, the anterior border of the ramus has been pro-
gressively resorbed and is now closer to the ramus implants. At this period the perma-
nent first molar has erupted into occlusion while the second molar is undergoing
development in the ramus. The crypts of the permanent premolars are now visible as
radiolucent areas at the apices of the deciduous premolars. The mandibular canal has
widened considerably. The 4 implants in the 56- and 140-day roentgenographs could be
superposed.
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Fig. 2.5 Serial tracings of lateral cephalometric roentgenographs of pig No. 12 super-
posed on the outlines of the four implants. Note the direction and the amount of growth
that has occurred between the various growth periods. Growth has taken place along all
the borders with the exception of the anterior border of the ramus which has been
resorbed.

images were the same on all the serial roentgenographs for each animal,
these implants were used as points of reference for superpositioning the
tracings of the roentgenographs. In this way not only sites but also
amounts of apposition and resorption that occurred between the times the
roentgenographs were taken could be determined. The sites of growth
were at the condyle and the posterior, anterior, alveolar, and inferior bor-
ders. It was possible to compare the relative amounts of growth. The most
prolific growth was noted at the condyle and the posterior border of the
ramus (Fig. 2.5).

Increase in Size

Ramus height

The increase in ramus height was primarily a result of growth at the
condyle. Some apposition was noted at the inferior border. In some ani-
mals growth at the condyle contributed as much as 80% of the total
increase in height.
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Ramus width

The increase in the width of the ramus was accomplished by apposition of
bone along the entire posterior border. Concomitantly, however, resorp-
tion occurred at the anterior border (Fig. 2.5). Inasmuch as the amount of
apposition was about twice that of resorption, the width of the ramus
increased. Resorption of the anterior border of the ramus increased the
length of the body of the mandible as measured from the anterior border
of the body to the anterior border of the ramus.

Body height

Apposition at the alveolar and inferior borders of the mandible con-
tributed to the total increase in body height. In most animals the alveolar
border contributed about 60% of the total body height (Fig. 2.5).

Total mandibular length

Increase in the total length of the mandible, as measured from gonion to
gnathion, was accomplished by appositional growth at the posterior bor-
der of the ramus and at the anterior border of the body. The posterior bor-
der contributed about 80% to the total length (Fig. 2.5).

Eruption of the Permanent Mandibular First and Second Molars
Correlated with Mandibular Growth

Calcification and eruption of the permanent first and second molars as
well as growth of the mandible were correlated in the serial lateral
roentgenographs.

At 56 days of age (Fig. 2.6) the deciduous second, third, and fourth
premolars were fully erupted and in contact with their maxillary oppo-
nents. The permanent first molar crown was almost fully developed and
was situated posterior and inferior to the crown of the fourth deciduous
premolar. Four cusps of the permanent first molar were visible. The mesial
cusps were embedded in the body and the distal cusps embedded in the
ramus, with about 2 mm of bone overlying the four cusps. The axis of the
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Tracings of Serial Roentgenograms of Pig
Mur}dihie at Various Ages

Fig. 2.6 Serial tracings of lateral roentgenographs of a growing pig, illustrating cal-
cification and eruption of the permanent teeth correlated with growth of the mandible.
The tracings have been projected in a vertical series on two lines, passing respectively
through one implant in the ramus and one in the body of the mandible. M;, M,, and M; —
permanent first, second, and third molars; MC — mandibular canal; P,, P, and P, —
permanent second, third, and fourth premolars; Py, Py, and P;, — deciduous second,
third, and fourth premolars. Since the implants have maintained a stable relationship to
each other, the vertical lines remain parallel. Thus, the length of the mandible between
the implants remains unchanged. However, this constancy does not apply to the teeth
and alveolar bone. Note the progressive resorption of the anterior border of the ramus
exposing the permanent molar crown and allowing it to erupt into occlusion. The
mandible increased in length due to apposition of bone at both the posterior and the
anterior border.
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crown was inclined slightly in a forward direction. Root formation was not
yet evident. The mandibular canal, visible immediately inferior to the
developing permanent first molar, was about 5 mm wide, and was in the
lower third of the body of the mandible.

At 84 days of age (Fig. 2.6) the anterior border of the ramus had
undergone resorption so that the mesial cusps of the permanent first
molar were almost at the surface of the bone. Superiorly and posterior to
the distal cusps of the first molar, in the anterior one-third of the ramus
and on a level with the plane of occlusion of the teeth, the crypt of the per-
manent second molar was visible. The body of the mandible had increased
in height and the mandibular canal had increased in diameter. With
resorption of the anterior border of the ramus, the length of the body had
increased.

At 112 days of age (Fig. 2.6) the anterior border of the ramus had
undergone further resorption, so that the mesial cusps of the mandibu-
lar permanent first molar were fully exposed and almost in contact
with the maxillary first molar. The two distal cusps were still embedded
in the anterior portion of the ramus, with a slight posterior inclination
of the crown. Root formation was evident from the appearance of two
well-defined radiolucent zones in the roentgenograph. The relationship
of the mandibular canal to the developing tooth was still the same as in
the 84-day-old animal, although the canal had increased in diameter.
Three cusps were now visible in the permanent second molar crypt,
which was enlarged and situated closer to the anterior border of the
ramus, at about the junction with the body. Radiolucent areas, crypts of
the permanent premolars, were visible between the roots of each of the
deciduous premolars above and in close proximity to the mandibular
canal.

At 140 days of age (Fig. 2.6) the progressive resorption of the anterior
border of the ramus had resulted in the complete exposure of the crown
of the permanent first molar, which was now fully erupted and in contact
with the maxillary first molar. Root formation was almost completed but
the apices were still open. The tooth had a vertical axial inclination relative
to the plane of the occlusion of the teeth. The body of the mandible had
continued to increase in height. The mandibular canal had increased in
diameter but still occupied the lower third of the body. The wide apices
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of the permanent first molar roots and the crypts of the permanent
premolars were positioned directly above the canal. The cusps of the per-
manent second molar were enlarged and more of the crown appeared cal-
cified in the roentgenograph. Because of the continued resorption of the
anterior border of the ramus, the crown was now situated in the anterior
part of the ramus. The axis of the crown was inclined slightly in a forward
direction. The crypt of the permanent third molar was visible as a small
round radiolucent area in the center of the ramus, superior and posterior
to the crown of the permanent second molar.

DISCUSSION
Method of Study

A number of methods have been employed to study the growth pattern of
bones (Table 2.1). Gross examination of dried skulls and mandibles has
the disadvantage of being a static cross-sectional method of studying bone
growth. Vital staining by means of madder feeding and alizarin injections
have been used.”° This method has both advantages and disadvantages.
For example, inclusion of madder creates an abnormal diet for the animals
and may affect their growth pattern. The staining intensity varies with the
age of the animal and the dosage of the dye used. It cannot yield positive
information regarding areas of resorption. Also, since resorption may lead
to the removal of stained bone, vital staining will give incomplete data on
the pattern of bone formation.

Histologic methods have been employed in bone growth but these
studies have primarily been qualitative.”° The growth pattern of bones is
difficult to study by histologic methods because of the constant destruc-
tion of old layers of bone while new bone is laid down. Bhaskar'® com-
pared the prenatal and postnatal development and growth of the mandible
in normal rats and in a particular group of rats characterized by retarda-
tion of bone resorption.

Implants have been used since Hunter’s time' to study sites of bone
formation and resorption as well as to measure the total amount of bone
growth. However, this direct method of study will not yield serial data
without reoperation or killing of the animal.
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Superposing dried bones has been frequently used to study areas of
growth. In fact, Hunter' was one of the first to superpose dried human
mandibles. He used the anterior border of the body as a base, and thus
demonstrated growth at the posterior border (Fig. 2.1).

A refinement to the cross-sectional method was made by the use of
roentgenography and the superpositioning of roentgenographic tracings
over various supposedly stable bony landmarks to obtain the pattern of
growth. Scott'' superposed roentgenographs of pig mandibles of different
ages to correlate tooth eruption with mandibular growth. He observed lit-
tle resorption at the anterior border of the ramus. The disadvantages of
this method were: (1) the same living animal was not studied, (2) the base
line or points for superpositioning the roentgenographic tracings varied
with different animals, and (3) the base changed with growth.

Serial roentgenography eliminates the most serious deficiencies of the
other methods previously mentioned because it permits a longitudinal
study of the same living individual throughout the growth period. A sta-
ble anatomical base, however, must be selected for superposing the
roentgenographic tracings. If there is any shift in the anatomical land-
mark, the findings will be distorted. Broadbent'* believed that the outline
of sella turcia was a stable base and used this as a point of reference for
superpositioning roentgenographic tracings of the human skull. In serial
studies on the growth of the human mandible, Brodie" superposed tan-
gents to the lower border of the mandible as a base line for the serial
roentgenographic tracings. The angle formed by this line with a tangent to
the posterior border was bisected to locate point gonion, the point of
superposition. However, this method was predicated on the fact that there
was minimal or no growth at the lower border.

The use of a combination of serial roentgenography and metallic
implantation offered a more accurate and reliable method for studying the
growth pattern of the mandible. The serial roentgenographs permitted a
dynamic study of the mandible, i.e. demonstration of the increase in size
and the change in proportion of the same growing bone. In addition, to
overcome the problem of finding a stable base for superpositioning the
serial roentgenographic tracings, the use of two or more radiopaque
implants inserted into the mandible appeared to be a valid method. The
ensuing growth could thus be accurately determined and measured by
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superpositioning roentgenographic tracings over the images of the metal-
lic implants.

None of the animals in this or other investigations**'* exhibited inter-
stitial growth of bone. All implant distances remained the same. Growth of
hone tissue occurred by the addition of new bone at free surfaces.

Another advantage of the method employed in this study was the abil-
ity to measure the amount of new bone formation or resorption that
occurred from one period to another without killing or reoperation of the
animal. There also was no interference with the normal diet of the ani-
mals, such as occurs in madder-fed pigs. This method could also be
employed for a quantitative analysis of the absolute rates of growth taking
place at the various sites. It would be of interest to extend this type of serial
roentgenographic study to younger animals and to investigate simultane-
ously the growth in width and length of the mandible.

Sites of Growth
Condyle and posterior border of the ramus

In this study the condyle was the most active growth site and it contributed
about 80% to the total ramus height. Condylar growth also contributed to
the length of the mandible, as measured from condyle to gnathion. The
posterior border was the second-most-active growth site and contributed
as much as 80% to the total length of the mandible as measured from
gonion to gnathion. The amount of apposition at the posterior border was
about twice the amount of resorption of the anterior border, thereby
increasing ramus width.

Thoma'"® described stunted mandibular development and impactions
of permanent molars when condylar growth was arrested early. Sarnat and
Engel' resected the mandibular condyle in a group of growing rhesus
monkeys and noted failure of growth in ramus height, widening of the
ramus, and some preangular notching. Eushton'” observed in estrogen-
injected kittens that condylar growth was affected; this in turn caused a
decreased rate of remodeling at the junction of the anterior border of the
ramus with the body of the mandible. He noticed that when condylar
growth was arrested or retarded by local injury or disease at the joint the
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remodeling rate was also retarded. The rate and extent of resorption at the
junction of the anterior border of the ramus with the body of the
mandible determined to a great extent the amount of room available for
the eruption of permanent molars.

Anterior border

In this study about one-fifth of the increased total mandibular length was
contributed by deposition of bone along the entire anterior (and alveolar)
border of the body of the mandible (Fig. 2.5). In the pig the incisors are
inclined in a forward direction at an approximate angle of 45° to the infe-
rior border. Due to the long roots and inclination of these teeth, about
two-thirds of the anterior border is formed by alveolar bone. Actually, the
body of the mandible increased in length by two processes occurring
simultaneously — one due to resorption along the anterior border of the
ramus, which resulted in an increase in length along the posterior part of
the body, and another due to concomitant apposition of bone along the
anterior (and alveolar) border of the body.

Hunter’s observations on growth of the mandible were based upon the
relatively unstable positions of the teeth and alveolar bone, and the
assumption that the anterior border of the body of the mandible was sta-
ble (Fig. 2.1). However, the findings in this study were derived from
implants in mandibular bone proper which in the longitudinal direction
remained stable.

Alveolar border

Hunter' observed that deposition of alveolar bone accompanied the
eruption of teeth. He believed that the alveolar processes of both jaws
should be considered as belonging to the teeth rather than to the jaws.
Brash® maintained that 70-100% of all body height increase took place
at the alveolar border with the growth and eruption of the teeth, and
that even though the alveolar bone owed its development and continued
existence to the presence of teeth it was still subject to the same growth
influences as those which govern the supporting parts of the jaws.
Respecting growth of the mandible, this study has clearly demonstrated
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the contribution of alveolar growth to the increase in body height
(about 60%) (Fig. 2.5).

The roles played by the alveolar processes and mandibular bone
proper are quite different. The important feature of alveolar bone is its
ability to satisfy the ever-changing requirements of the teeth. However, in
contrast, the formed mandibular bone remains constant, although there
are changes in proportion by surface apposition.

Inferior border

It had been assumed that little or no growth occurs at the inferior border.
Consequently, this site had been used as a base for superpositioning serial
roentgenographs. The findings of this serial roentgenographic study of the
pig mandible revealed that the inferior border in some animals con-
tributed as much as one-half (although much less in others) of the total
increase in body height (Fig. 2.5).

In the ramus portion of the mandible, although the condyle was
responsible for the major increase in height, the inferior border con-
tributed about one-fourth to the total increase.

Relationship between the ramus and body growth

In Hunter’s experiments' the ramus increased in width because of apposi-
tional growth at the posterior border. Concomitantly, the anterior border of
the ramus was resorbed, although to a lesser extent. Resorption of the ante-
rior border of the ramus played an important role in lengthening the body of
the mandible. As the anterior border of the ramus continued to be resorbed,
it exposed more and more of the body and also the crowns of erupting teeth
which formed in what was initially the ramus. Thus, it may be stated that in
the growing mandible “the ramus of today will be the body of tomorrow.”

Correlation of mandibular growth and development
of the permanent molars

The permanent molar initially made its appearance near what at that time
was the center of the mandibular ramus. With subsequent growth of the



Growth Pattern of the Pig Mandible 35

mandible and the molar it finally erupted from what was then the most
posterior part of the body of the mandible (Fig. 2.6). Thus, from this
observation there is a harmonious relation between dental development
and growth of the mandible. This growth is not dependent upon the
developing teeth. However, normal eruption of the permanent molars is
entirely dependent upon the normal growth of the mandibular ramus,
which in turn may be directed by the activity of the condylar cartilage.
In growth of the mandible the only part subservient to erupting teeth is
alveolar bone.

This investigation demonstrated that before root formation was com-
pleted the erupting crown was being freed by resorption of surrounding
bone at the anterior border of the ramus so as to allow it to erupt freely
into occlusion with its maxillary opponent (Fig. 2.6). Thus, mandibular
body space was being created at the expense of the anterior border of the
ramus.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The growth pattern of the mandible was investigated in 9 Hampshire pigs
from 8 to 20 weeks of age by means of serial cephalometric roentgenographs
in combination with metallic implants.

Tracings of the lateral roentgenographs were superposed on the
images of the metallic implants to determine sites, increments, and direc-
tion of bone growth.

The findings were:

(1) The longitudinal distance between the metallic implants remained
stable and thus revealed no evidence of interstitial growth in the bone.

(2) Appositional growth occurred at the posterior, inferior, anterior, and
alveolar borders and at the lateral surfaces of the mandible. The most
prolific sites of growth were the condyle and the posterior border. At
the anterior border of the ramus there was resorption.

(3) The mandible increased (a) in total length by growth at the posterior
and anterior borders, (b) in ramus height by growth at the condyle and
inferior border, and (c) in body height by growth at the alveolar and
inferior borders.
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(4)

(5)

With changes in proportion of the growing mandible, resorption of
the anterior border of the ramus resulted in the creation of a new pos-
terior portion of the body. Thus, in the growing mandible, what was
ramus at one time eventually became body.

The growth and calcification of the permanent molars and the growth
of the mandibular ramus were independent of each other. However,
the eruption of these teeth was dependent in part upon the resorption
of the anterior border of the ramus. The molars began their develop-
ment in the center of the ramus and the crowns finally became
exposed and erupted from the body of the mandible due to the
progressive resorption of the anterior border of the ramus.

In the growing mandible the body is stable except for changes at
its borders. However, the position of the alveolar bone and teeth is
subject to continuous change.
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CHAPTER 3

Mandibular Condylectomy in
Young Monkeys*

INTRODUCTION

Growth of the condyle is by endochondral ossification (Fig. 3.1).
Microscopic examination reveals the presence of three zones: (1) chon-
drogenic, (2) cartilaginous, and (3) osseous. The condyle is capped by a
narrow layer of avascular fibrous tissue which contains connective tissue
cells and a few cartilage cells. The inner layer of this covering is chondro-
genic, giving rise to hyaline cartilage cells which constitute the second
zone. In the third zone, destruction of the cartilage and ossification
around the cartilage scaffolding can be seen. However, the cartilage in the
head of the mandible is not homologous to an epiphyseal cartilage because
it is not interposed between two bony parts. It is not homologous to an
articular cartilage because the free surface bounding the articular space is
covered by fibrous tissue.

Much has been learned from the clinical studies of patients with either
congenitally deficient condyles or those affected by inflammation or
trauma."” The effects that the causes will have upon the growing condyle
and subsequent deformity of the mandible are determined not only by the
severity and duration of the noxious agent but also by the particular time

*Excerpted from: Sarnat BG. (1951) Facial and neurocranial growth after removal of the
mandibular condyle in the Macaca rhesus monkey. Am J Surg 94: 19-30. 1950 Kerbs Award
by the Foundation of American Society of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeons. Plast
Reconstr Surg 7: 364-380, 1951.
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Fig. 3.1 Photomicrographs of hematoxylin and eosin-stained sections of left and right
temporomandibular joint areas of monkey No. 5. The right mandibular condyle was
resected at eight months of age. The animal was euthanized at 39 months of age.
t — temporal bone; as — articular space; d — disk; fc — fibrous covering of condyle;

cz — chondrogenic zone; pc — proliferating cartilage; b — bone of condyle; f — fibrous
tissue of false joint; r — upper part of the remaining ramus. A (original magnification x20)
and B (original magnification x120) — left, unoperated-on temporomandibular joint.
Histologically, this joint appears to be within normal limits. Active growth of bone is occur-
ring in the epiphysis-like region of the condyle. C — region from which the right mandibu-
lar condyle was resected. Note that there is no chondrogenic zone giving rise to bone in this
false joint. As a result of removal of the actively growing condyle, there was a functional
false joint entirely devoid of a cartilaginous growth site (original magnification x20).
However, there is some apposition of bone at the junction of the fibrous tissue (f) and the
bony ramus (r). The wide zone of fibrous tissue serves as a substitute for the removed
condyle and neck.

of occurrence. Thus, the effect will be greater early than later in life when
condylar growth activity is decreased and the mandible has nearly
assumed its adult shape and size.

The purpose of this report is to demonstrate, by gross and roentgeno-
graphic studies, the changes 25-35 months, after removal of the condylar
growth site of the mandible. What influence will this have not only on growth
of the mandible but also on that of the face and cranium? No such report
has been found in the literature. Although the anatomic details were not
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identical with those of the human being, important information would be
obtained in regard to abnormal and normal growth of the skull. We detect
disease by observing alterations from the normal. However, it is less well
appreciated that, conversely, findings on the abnormal may be employed
to test and extend our knowledge of the normal.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The animals used in these experiments were Macaca rhesus monkeys
obtained from Frank Buck in Florida and the Chase Wild Animal Farms,
Egypt, Massachusetts. Because the growth activity of the mandibular
condyle is greatest during early life, the youngest monkeys obtainable were
ordered. The age when the monkeys were received was estimated according
to the dentition to be about eight months. They weighed from 2 to 2.5 kg.
The monkeys in this experiment included unoperated-on controls, ani-
mals in which the right mandibular condyle was resected, and animals in
which both mandibular condyles were resected.

The monkeys were anesthetized by means of an intraperitoneal injec-
tion of a 3% aqueous solution of sodium pentobarbital (1 cc/kg of body
weight) to perform the surgical procedures. The skin surrounding the
region of the condyle was shaved. Using a sterile surgical technique, the
skin and subcutaneous tissue were incised anterior to the tragus of the ear
for a distance of about 1 cm. The parotid fascia and gland were reflected.
The capsule of the temporomandibular joint was opened and the
mandibular condyle was exposed. Because of the width of the condyle and
the short neck, it was found that the condyle, including part of the neck,
could be resected more readily by means of a tapered fissure dental bur.
The disk was usually not removed. Hemorrhage was controlled. The deep
tissues were sutured with No. ooo plain catgut and the skin closed with
No. ooo black silk. No attempt was made to fill the space created by
removing the condyle. The mandible was not fixed to the maxilla in any
way. Thus, the animal was permitted free use of the jaws at all times. The
postoperative survival period ranged from 25 to 35 months. An attempt
was made to obtain comparable unoperated-on controls. However, this
was not entirely feasible, because the exact age of the animals was not
known.
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Upon the death of the animal, the head was severed and fixed in a
10% solution of formalin. The skulls and mandibles were cleaned by dis-
section and boiling in a solution of sodium hydroxide. Photographs and
roentgenographs of the mandibles and the skulls were taken. The tops of
the skulls were sawed off. One animal in which the right condyle had
been previously removed was perfused with formalin just prior to death
to obtain immediate fixation of the tissues. The head was then sectioned
in the midsagittal plane and a roentgenograph was taken of each half.
They were then decalcified and sections of the left temporomandibular
joint and the right temporomandibular joint area were made for
microscopic study.

FINDINGS

Histologic study of the unoperated-on left temporomandibular joint of
monkey No. 5 at about 39 months of age revealed essentially the findings
on a normal joint and growing condyle (Fig. 3.1). Study of the right side,
from which the condyle had been removed 31 months prior to death,
revealed the articulating surfaces with no disk interposed. There was no
evidence of cartilage being transformed to bone in the condyle-like area,
but rather a layer of the dense fibrous tissue which was attached to the
ramus inferiorly and articulated with the temporal bone superiorly.

Anterior Aspect of the Skull

Extreme asymmetry was noted in those animals in which one condylar
growth site had been removed (Fig. 3.2C). On the operated-on side, total
facial height and width were less. This was because of lesser growth of all
the bony components, particularly the maxillary and mandibular ones.
The face on the operated-on side had a rounder appearance than on the
unoperated-on side, which appeared longer and flatter. The maxilla was
shorter and narrower, and the plane of occlusion of the teeth was higher
than on the unoperated-on side. Thus, the plane of occlusion was consid-
erably closer to the level of the zygomatic arch and the external auditory
canal on the operated-on than on the unoperated-on side. Because of the
smaller maxilla on the operated-on side, the maxillary sinuses were
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Fig. 3.2.  Skulls of young rhesus monkeys. The right mandibular condyle was resected
at about 8 months of age (A, C-F) with postoperative survivals of about 29 months. (E, F)
Ventral views of skulls, with and without the mandible in occlusion. Note that on the oper-
ated-on right side the postglenoid process is less prominent, the mandible articulates with
temporal bone anterior to fossa, and the body is less long than on the unoperated-on left
side so that the entire mandible is directed toward the operated-on side. C — condyle; ea —
external auditory canal; f — false articulation; fo — articular fossa; pg — postglenoid; z —
zygomatic arch. (B) Unoperated-on animal.
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examined to determine whether or not they also varied in size. However,
no definite conclusions could be made because of the small size of the
sinuses. The mandible appeared to be swung toward the operated-on side.
On the unoperated-on side, the ramus and the mandibular body height
and mandibular body length were greater.

Lateral Aspect of the Skull

Comparison of the lateral view of skulls of growing monkeys, in which the
mandibular condyle had been excised, with the opposite unoperated-on side
of control animals revealed striking differences (Figs. 3.2A,B). Facial height
and length were less on the operated-on side. Whereas, on the side with the
intact condyle, the zygomatic arch and external auditory canal were in the
region of the middle of the skull well above the inferior border of the max-
illa, on the operated-on side they were in the region of about the junction of
the middle and lower thirds of the skull at about the level of the inferior
border of the maxilla or even the occlusal plane of the teeth. Furthermore,
on the operated-on side the ramus was shorter and wider, and its upper pos-
terior border, which lacked a condyloid process, was more anterior to the
articular eminence than on the unoperated-on side. The sigmoid notch was
lacking and the coronoid process was wider, larger, and constituted a much
larger part of the ramus. The coronoid process was also directed more pos-
teriorly and above the zygomatic arch, on the side from which the condyle
had been removed. Although the distance from the superior surface of the
coronoid process to the lower border of the mandible appeared to be some-
what less in the operated-on than the unoperated-on animals, the distance
from the articular surface to the lower border of the mandible was consid-
erably less. The mandibular angle was less than 90° on the operated-on side
and more than 90° on the unoperated-on side. The antegonial notch was
more accentuated, maxillary and mandibular body height were less, and the
crowns of the teeth had not erupted as much on the operated-on side.

Basal Aspect of the Skull

Examination was made of the ventral surface of the base of the skulls
of growing monkeys in which one mandibular condyle had been
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resected, with the mandibles articulated and in occlusion (Fig. 3.2E).
This revealed that, on the side from which the condyle was removed, the
upper posterior border of the ramus was considerably anterior and in
the region of the temporosphenoidal suture. There was a space of about
3—-5 mm between the operated surface of the mandible and the skull. Tt
was filled with fibrous tissue at the time of dissection. The unoperated-
on side of the mandible appeared longer and the chin was directed to the
operated-on side.

Examination of the basal aspect from the ventral surface of the skulls
of these monkeys revealed that the anterior and posterior parts deviated
toward the operated-on side (Fig. 3.2F). On the operated-on side the fol-
lowing findings were noted: the maxillary teeth were less well erupted and
the palate appeared to be somewhat higher; the palatine foramen was
more anterior and appeared to be larger; the horizontal plate of the pala-
tine bone was more anterior; the great wing of the sphenoid was smaller;
the zygomatic arch was shorter, more curved, did not extend as far poste-
riorly, and appeared to be heavier; the temporal bone was shorter and not
as wide; the articular eminence, the fossa, and the postglenoid process of
the temporomandibular joint were either less well developed or absent and
in a more anterior and medial position; the external auditory canal was in
a more anterior position; the carotid canal and the stylomastoid foramen
were also in a more anterior position, as was the posterior part of the tem-
poral bone. Examination of the dorsal aspect of the base of the skull, after
removing the top of the skull, revealed no significant differences between
the left and right sides.

COMMENTS
Facial Growth

The cranium and the masticatory facial skeleton are integrated into an
anatomic and biologic unit. Whereas growth of the cranium is depend-
ent upon that of the brain itself, the masticatory skeleton is, in part,
dependent upon muscular influences, growth of the tongue, and the
dentition. These two parts of the skull follow different paths of develop-
ment and the timing of their growth rates is entirely divergent.
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Nevertheless, growth of any one part of the skull is coordinated with the
growth of the whole.’

Growth of the facial skeleton shows, in many ways, independent
curves in space and time. An important variation is a result of differences
in the essential mechanism of growth of the upper facial skeleton (sutural)
and that of the mandible (endochondral). During the growth period the
facial skeleton increases in all three dimensions of space, namely height,
width, and depth. The detailed way in which the coordination and simul-
taneity of the enlargement of the face in the three planes are achieved is
one of the fascinating chapters of biology.’

The more important sites of growth for the maxillary complex are
three sutures on each side: the frontomaxillary suture between the frontal
bone and the frontal process of the maxilla; the zygomaticomaxillary
suture between the maxilla and the zygomatic bone (and, secondarily, the
zygomaticotemporal suture in the zygomatic arc), and the pterygopalatine
suture between the pterygoid process of the sphenoid bone and the
pyramidal process of the palatine bone.* It is significant that these three
sutures are parallel to each other and all are directed from above and ante-
riorly, downward and posteriorly. Thus, growth in these sutures will have
the effect of shifting the maxillary complex downward and anteriorly.

The downward and forward growth of the subnasal part of the maxil-
lary body is accompanied by eruption of the teeth and apposition of bone
at the free borders of the alveolar process. Thus, the apposition in this area
contributes to the increase in height of the upper facial skeleton. At the
same time, the downward growth of the alveolar process accounts for the
transition from the flatly curved palate of the infant to the highly arched
one of the adult. However, the downward shift of the hard palate by
resorption on its nasal surface and apposition on its oral surface tends to
obscure the downward growth of the alveolar process. Thus, the patho-
genesis of the high palate seems to start with a deficiency of the modeling
resorption at the nasal floor and with a failure of the normal downward
shift of the hard palate. However, the vertical growth of the alveolar
processes at the free borders continues in correlation with the growth of
the mandible and accentuates the discrepancy.

Growth of the upper facial skeleton is closely correlated with that of
the mandible. From the findings of this experiment, mandibular growth
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can even be considered to be a leading factor of facial growth. However,
the mode of mandibular growth is entirely different from that of the max-
illary part of the face. In the latter, the growth is primarily sutural.
However, in the mandible the main growth site is the hyaline cartilage in
its condyle. These differences explain a certain independence of the
growth of these two parts of the facial skeleton.

This experiment demonstrated that with inhibition of increase in
ramus height, increase in maxillary and mandibular body height were
concomitantly inhibited.

The extreme types of the high and narrow face and of the low and
broad face are explainable by the leading role which the mandibular
condyle plays in the development of the facial proportions. The different
rate of cartilaginous growth of the mandibular condyle is responsible for
variation in length of the ramus and the different rate of vertical eruption
of teeth under varying conditions. The more cartilaginous growth is
accentuated, the higher the mandibular ramus will be and, thus, the entire
face. The height of the mandibular ramus determines not only the varia-
tions of the mandible itself but also those of the upper facial skeleton.
While the mandibular ramus gains in height, by proliferation of the
condylar cartilage the body of the mandible moves away from the cranial
base and the maxillary body. Into the widening vertical space the teeth
erupt with more formation of alveolar bone, so that the mandibular and
maxillary alveolar processes grow toward each other. Inhibition of this
growth, as in loss of activity of the condylar growth site, results in a
shorter ramus, causes an undereruption of the teeth, less development of
alveolar bone and, therefore, less height of the maxilla and mandibular
body. The zygomatic arch is shorter and rounder. The face is rounder on
the affected side.

The loss of the condylar site of growth is compensated for by the con-
siderably modified pattern of growth in shape and size of the skull. The
changes occurring in the mandible after condylectomy are a result partly
of the growth arrest and the new articulation being subjected to forces
which differ in direction, and probably strength, from the normal forces.
In adaptation to these changes in functional stress, the bone is remodeled
in part, so that the direction of spongy trajectories is made to coincide
with the new lines of pressure and tension.
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Although the growth of the mandible is to a high degree dependent
upon that of the condylar cartilage, mandibular growth does not entirely
cease if the condylar cartilage has been destroyed. In those cases, for
instance, which occur early in life, the mandible and face attain a charac-
teristic shape. Although the mandible grows, it never gains normal size.
The distorted growth of the mandible in a condylar arrest of the jaw
occurs mainly under the influence of growth and function of the tongue
and pharynx. The pattern of growth is now entirely dependent upon the
apposition of bone at the outer surfaces and modeling resorption on the
inner surfaces. Both of these processes are lessened.

Normally, the coronoid tip is at the level of the zygomatic arch.
However, when the condyle is removed, the coronoid tip is above the zygo-
matic arch. This has to do with the relation between condylar and coro-
noid growth. In a normal animal condylar growth causes a downward shift
of the mandible. Thus, the tip of the upward-growing coronoid process is
held at the same level. If, after condylar resection, the downward shift of
the mandible ceases, the coronoid process grows visibly upward by appo-
sition. Another factor to consider is the upward pull of the ramus by the
muscles of mastication because of lack of condylar support. Thus, the
coronoid process becomes relatively prominent. Since the ramus and its
processes have failed to maintain posterior growth with the unoperated-
on side, the coronoid tip is directed more posteriorly, no doubt as a result
of the temporalis muscle pull.

The changes seem to be related not only to the deficiency of the
condylar growth site and of ramus growth but also to a lack of direct artic-
ulation with the mandibular fossa of the temporal bone. Apparently, the
articulation of the growing condyle in the mandibular fossa of the tempo-
ral bone exerts an effect on it, as well as the sphenoid and zygomatic bones,
which articulate with the temporal bone. The effect of absence of the
condyle was demonstrated in the condylectomized animals by less devel-
opment and posterior progression of the temporal, sphenoid, and zygo-
matic bones. In addition, the mandibular fossa and its associated processes
were either less developed or absent.

Although the findings are striking in these experiments with monkeys
of about 8 to 43 months of age, even more striking findings would proba-
bly be obtained if an experiment were extended over a longer period of
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time, both earlier and later. It would be of interest to determine the
changes in the musculature (and how these changes affected bone growth)
after removal of the mandibular condyle.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The condyle is an important and active growth site of the mandible.

Removal of the mandibular condyle in a group of growing monkeys
with a postoperative survival period as long as 35 months demonstrated
that not only was there a severe lack of growth of the mandible on the
operated-on side but also the facial and cranial bone complexes were less
developed than those on the unoperated-on side. Consequently, there was
an extreme asymmetry of the skull in all of its aspects.

The basic science information obtained from this experiment sug-
gests a number of possible clinical applications in this field of craniofacial
surgery.
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CHAPTER 4

Mandibular Condylectomy
in Adult Monkeys*

INTRODUCTION

Sarnat and Engel® and Sarnat® reported the effects of condylectomy on
mandibular and facial growth in growing Macaca rhesus monkeys. The
essential findings on the side operated-on, in contrast to the unoperated-
on side, were a lesser total facial height, a shorter ramus, a longer and
wider coronoid process which extended above the zygomatic arch, and an
occlusal plane which was about level with, instead of being considerably
lower than, the zygomatic arch. These changes were ascribed not only to
loss of the condylar growth site but also to a lack of direct articulation of
the mandible with the mandibular fossa of the temporal bone and the
consequent muscle imbalance. Heurlin, Gans, and Stuteville’ reported
similar findings in two young adult and two adult Macaca rhesus monkeys
after unilateral or bilateral fracture dislocation of the mandibular condyle
and a postoperative survival of one year.

The purpose of this investigation was not only to determine
the skeletal changes in the jaws and face of the adult squirrel monkey
after unilateral condylectomy but also to compare these findings
with those already reported on the growing M. rhesus monkey after
condylectomy.

*Excerpted from: Sarnat BG, Muchnic H. (1971) Facial skeletal changes after mandibular
condylectomy in the adult monkey. ] Anar 108: 323-338.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS
Animals

Four female and four male squirrel monkeys (Saimiri sciureus) caught
wild in South America, and said to be adult, were used. Upon their arrival
we judged these animals to be adult by dental criteria, since all teeth of the
permanent dentition were erupted and in occlusion. The monkeys were
then housed for six months before resection of the mandibular condyle.
They were fed a standard diet.

Anesthesia

To obtain photographs, roentgenographs, and dental impressions and to
perform surgical procedures, phencyclidine hydrochloride (Sernyl, Parke,
Davis & Co.), 1-5 mg/kg, was injected intramuscularly for anesthesia.
Excess salivation produced by this drug was controlled by subcutaneous
administration of atropine sulphate (0.3 mg/kg). In addition, in the oper-
ated-on control and experimental animals, about 1 ml of 1% procaine
hydrochloride with 1:100000 epinephrine was injected subcutaneously in
the region of the temporomandibular joint.

Surgical Procedure

Two animals served as unoperated-on controls, two other animals were
sham operated-on, i.e. the surgical procedure was carried out up to resec-
tion of the condyle, and in the remaining four animals the right condyle
including part of the neck was resected. The sexes were equally represented
in each group.

The skin surrounding the region of the condyle was shaved. With a
sterile surgical procedure a vertical incision of about 1 cm was made
through the skin and subcutaneous tissue anterior to the tragus of the
ear. The parotid fascia and gland were reflected. The capsule of the tem-
poromandibular joint was opened and the mandibular condyle and neck
exposed. Resection of the wide condyle in the region of the short neck
was done with a tapered fissure burr in a dental handpiece after freeing



Mandibular Condylectomy in Adult Monkeys 53

it from the lateral pterygoid muscle. The disk was not removed.
Hemorrhage was controlled. The deep tissues were sutured with No. 000
plain catgut and the skin closed with No. 000 black silk. No attempt was
made to fill the defect created by removing the condyle with other tissue.
Since the mandible was not fixed to the maxilla, the monkey was
permitted free use of the jaws at all times. The animals were observed
periodically during the postoperative period, which was terminated at
24 months.

At death the head was severed from the body and fixed in a 10%
solution of formalin. The mandible was disarticulated from the skull.
The skulls were cleaned by further dissection and boiling in water with
a detergent. They were then bleached in a 3% solution of hydrogen
peroxide.

Photographs and Roentgenographs

After the animals were anesthetized, lateral and frontal photographs were
taken of the head both prior to the surgical procedure and just before
death. These and other views were also obtained of the dissected skulls.
Tracings were made of the left and right lateral views of the upper face and
teeth.

Lateral cephalometric roentgenographs were made using a specially
designed cephalometer when the squirrel monkeys were first obtained, six
months later just prior to the surgical procedure, and after death. The
heads of the animals were positioned in the Frankfurt plane. An ear post
was placed in each external auditory meatus and an incisal pin placed
between the maxillary central incisors to orient the head in the same
position each time. The roentgenographs were obtained with a standard
medical roentgen apparatus at a target film distance of 140 cm operated
at 50 IDA, 54 kV and an exposure time of 1/20 s. Tracings of the roentgeno-
graphs were made on matte acetate paper. Additional roentgenographs
were taken of the left and right hemisected dissected mandibles with a
senograph roentgen apparatus at a target film distance of 28 cm operated
at 20 mA, 23 kV and an exposure time of 2 s. Tracings of these were
made on matte acetate paper and they were superposed on various
landmarks.
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Histological Sections

After surgical removal, the right condyles were placed in a 10% solution of
formalin. In addition, animal No. 3.8 the left the condyle was removed at
death, two years after the right condyle had been resected, and was also fixed
in a 10% solution of formalin. These were decalcified, embedded in paraffin,
sectioned in the midsagittal plane, and stained with hematoxylin and eosin.

RESULTS
Antemortem Observations

Periodic observations during the postoperative period suggested normal
ability to eat; gross mandibular movement and gross facial appearance also
seemed to be within the normal.

Postmortem Observations
Region of the temporomandibular joint of the operated-on side

On the side from which the condyle had been resected, fibrous tissue was
found surrounding the temporomandibular joint region. The posterosu-
perior border of the ramus was anterior to the glenoid fossa. Dissection
revealed in the temporal area dense fibrous tissue which articulated with
the fibrous tissue of the superior ramus, thereby creating a false joint. The
area of articulation was broader, irregular, and in an anterior position to
the corresponding area of the unoperated-on left side.

Lateral aspect of the skull

Comparison of the lateral views of the prepared skulls of monkeys from
which the mandibular condyle had been excised with those of the oppo-
site unoperated-on sides or with the control animals revealed gross differ-
ences (Figs. 4.1A,B). These were in contrast to the lack of clinical findings.
Facial height was less on the operated-on side, with the primary loss
between the level of the zygomatic arch and the lower border of the
mandible. On the side with the intact condyle, the zygomatic arch and
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Fig. 4.1 Photographs of the skull of adult squirrel monkey No. 3.4. The right mandibu-
lar condyle was resected as an adult two years before death. Lateral views of the operated-
on right side (A) and unoperated-on left side (B). Note on the operated-on right side (A)
the lesser facial height; the lack of a condyle; the short posterior ramus and lack of articu-
lation with the cranium; the more prominent coronoid process directed more posteriorly
and above the zygomatic arch; the greater prominence of the antegonial notch; and the
lesser height of the mandibular body. In (C) (anterior view) and (D) (posterior view), note
the higher level of the mandible on the operated-on right side. Figure 4.1 shows ventral
views with (E) and without (F) the mandible in occlusion. Note on the right side of (E) the
increased distance of the articulating surface of the mandible from the temporal bone and
the position of the left condyle in the fossa. The mandible has not shifted toward the oper-
ated-on left side (¢ — condyle; f — false articulation).
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external auditory canal were well above the inferior border of the maxilla
(Fig. 4.1B). On the operated-on side, however, they were at about the level
of the inferior border of the maxilla close to the occlusal plane of the teeth
(Fig. 4.1A). Maxillary height, measured from the level of the zygomatic
arch to the occlusal surface of the maxillary teeth, was reduced.

Furthermore, on the operated-on side the posterior ramus was shorter
and its upper posterior border, which lacked a condyloid process, lay ante-
rior to the glenoid fossa. The sigmoid notch was lacking and the coronoid
process constituted a larger part of the ramus. The coronoid process was
also directed more posteriorly and above the zygomatic arch on the side
from which the condyle had been removed. Although the distance from
the superior surface of the coronoid process to the lower border of the
mandible was about equal in both the operated-on and the unoperated-on
animals, the distance from the articular surface of the false condyle to the
lower border of the mandible was considerably less in the former mon-
keys. The antegonial notch was slightly more accentuated and marraibular
body length (gonion to gnathion) was less.

Anterior aspect of the skull

Removal of one condyloid process resulted in facial asymmetry (Fig. 4.1E).
On the operated-on right side total facial height was less and the zygo-
matic arch was lower. The plane of occlusion of the teeth was at about the
level of the zygomatic arch and the external auditory canal. The mandible,
when viewed alone, had a prominent coronoid process and an absent
condyloid process on the operated-on right side. On the unoperated-on
left side both processes were visible.

Ventral aspect of the skull

The ventral surface of the skull in which the right mandibular condyle had
been resected was examined with the mandible articulated and in occlu-
sion (Fig. 4.1E). On the side from which the condyle had been removed,
the upper posterior border of the ramus was in a more anterior position.
There was a greater distance between the operated-on posterosuperior
ramus of the mandible and the skull than on the unoperated-on side.
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This space was occupied by fibrous tissue at the time of dissection. The
fossa of the temporomandibular joint was less well developed and in a
more anterior position. No swerving of the inferior border of the
mandible toward the operated side was noted.

Roentgenographic and Photographic Observations

Superpositioning along the cranial outlines of the tracings of lateral
cephalometric roentgenographs taken two years before death and at death
revealed no appreciable change in size of the cranium, although in some
instances there were minor changes in shape (Fig. 4.2). Superposition of the
roentgenographic tracings along the symphysis and lower right mandibular
border showed a considerable deficiency of the posterior ramus (Fig. 4.3).

——— 6 months prior to
right condylectomy

===~ 2 years after right

condylectomy
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Figs. 4.2 and 4.3 Tracings of lateral cephalometric roentgenographs taken 2% years
before death (solid line) and at death (broken line) of monkey No. 3.4. Note that in Fig. 4.2
the tracings are superposed along the cranial outlines and there is little difference. In
Fig. 4.3 the tracings of the right mandible are superposed along the symphysis and lower
border of the mandible. The right condyle was resected two years before death. Note the
extensive loss of bone which occurred in the posterior ramus area.
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Roentgenographs were taken of the disarticulated, dissected, hemisec-
tioned mandibles. The roentgenograph of the unoperated-on side was
reversed to facilitate comparison. The side of the mandible from which the
condyle had been resected two years before death had a much shorter pos-
terior ramus, no sigmoid notch and a coronoid process larger relative to
the ramus than on the unoperated-on side. The distance from the occlusal
level of the teeth to the lower border of the mandible also was less, and was
most apparent in the posterior part of the mandible. The bone of the alve-
olar crests was flat on the operated-on side. Tracings were made of the
roentgenographs of the unoperated-on left side (Fig. 4.4A) and of the
right side (Fig. 4.4B) from which the condyle had been resected two years
prior to death. In Fig. 4.4C, the tracings were superposed on the teeth and
a difference was noted at the lower borders. In Fig. 4.4D, the coronoid
processes were superposed and found to coincide. When the tracings were
superposed along the lower border of the mandible, the teeth on the oper-
ated-on side were at a lower occlusal level (Fig. 4.4E). The extreme loss of
ramus bone was also demonstrated in relation to the small area of resec-
tion (“r” indicated in black; Fig. 4.4E).

Tracings were made of the upper face from the photographs of the
unoperated-on left side (Fig. 4.5A) and the right side (Fig. 4.5B) from
which the mandibular condyle had been resected two years before death. In
Fig. 4.5C the tracings were superposed on the teeth and the differences in
maxillary alveolar bone heights and the levels of the zygomatic arches were
demonstrated. When the tracings were superposed on the external auditory
canals and the upper border of the zygomatic arches, the lesser maxillary
height of the operated-on left side was again apparent (Fig. 4.5D).

Histological Observations

Examination of the right mandibular condyle, resected at the beginning of
the surgical experiment, revealed an outer layer of dense fibrous connec-
tive tissue, a middle zone of hyaline cartilage and an inner region of bone
and narrow spaces (Fig. 4.6A). Under higher magnification it was noted
that the bone had sealed off the cartilage with no endochondral bone for-
mation (Fig. 4.6C). Examination of the left condyle resected at death two
years later yielded similar findings (Figs. 4.6B, D).
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Fig. 4.4 Tracings of postmortem lateral roentgenographs of the disarticulated, dis-
sected, hemisected mandible of adult squirrel monkey No. 3.4. The right mandibular
condyle was resected in this adult monkey two years before death. (A) Unoperated-on left
side (solid line; reversed to facilitate comparison); (B) Operated-on right side (broken
line); (C) Tracing of (B), superposed on (A) along dental outlines; (D) Tracings of (B),
superposed on (A) along outlines of coronoid processes; (E) Tracings of (B), superposed
on (A) along outlines of the lower border of mandibles. The dark area, 1, represents the
approximate extent of condylar resection. Note, in the tracing of the right mandible from
which the condyle was resected, the extensive resorption of the posterior ramus, and that

in (D) and (E) the teeth are not as fully erupted as on the unoperated-on side.
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Fig. 4.5 Tracings of the upper face from right and left lateral photographs of the adult
monkey skull in Figs. 4.1A, B. Unoperated-on left side (solid line); operated-on right side
(broken line) from which the condyle was resected two years before death. (A) Unoperated-
on left side (reversed to facilitate comparison); (B) Operated-on right side; (C) Tracings of
(B) superposed on that of (A) along dental outlines; (D) Tracing of (B) superposed on
tracing of (A) at external auditory canals and upper borders of zygomatic arches. Note the
extensive resorption of maxillary bone.
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Fig. 4.6 Photomicrographs of hematoxylin- and eosin-stained sections of the right (A)
and left (B) mandibular condyles of adult squirrel monkey No. 3.8. The right mandibular
condyle was resected at the beginning of the experiment and the left one two years later, at
death. Note the similar histological characteristics of the two condyles. The hyaline cartilage
layer is inactive in relation to endochondral osteogenesis, with no evidence of calcification,
resorption, or replacement by bone. b — bone; ¢ — cartilage; d — disk; fc — articular
fibrous connective tissue. (A) and (B) x45; (C) and (D) x200.)

DISCUSSION

Comparison of Findings after Condylectomy in Adult
and Growing Monkeys

The purpose of this investigation was not only to determine the skeletal
changes in the jaws and face of the adult squirrel monkey after unilateral
condylectomy but also to compare these findings with those in the grow-
ing M. rhesus monkey after condylectomy.>® Because of expense the squir-
rel monkey was used. Although the species differences must be considered,
in the final analysis, general comparisons can be made.
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Study of the temporomandibular areas after disarticulation of the
mandibles from the crania revealed comparable changes in both the adult
and the growing monkeys. In both cases the false articular joints, which
consisted of fibrous tissue, were irregular, broader, and more anterior
than on the unoperated-on sides. A tenable explanation might be that the
space left after removal of the condyle and the neck was filled with blood,
which organized into fibrous tissue. This fibrous tissue extended upward
from the superior surface of the ramus of the mandible to the temporal
bone. The masticatory muscles and scar tissue rotated the mandible
upward and forward.

The findings were similar for the skulls of the adult and growing
monkeys except for the following differences. In the adult monkeys less
extreme changes were noted than in the growing monkeys in facial
height, the amount of the coronoid process above the zygomatic arch, and
swerving of the body of the mandible toward the operated-on side. In the
growing monkeys, a false bony condyloid process was frequently found.
This was not true in the adult monkeys. Within the group of growing
monkeys, the findings were more extreme, with a longer postoperative
survival. Histologic study of the condyles of the adult animals revealed no
endochondral bone formation, while this was present in the growing
monkeys.

In the report by Heurlin et al.,’ the findings, after fracture disloca-
tion of the mandibular condyle in adult monkeys, were similar to those
reported for growing monkeys after condylectomy.”® These authors
classified the two monkeys on which a unilateral procedure was per-
formed as young adults and the two monkeys with a bilateral procedure
as adults. On the postmortem lateral roentgenographs of the young
adults, the last molars were not fully erupted one year after the surgical
procedure. Since these animals were not fully adult, one of the goals
of the present study was to eliminate this uncertainty. Rosenblum
and Cooper* found that the last permanent tooth to erupt in Saimiri
sciureus was the maxillary canine at 21.5 months (mean). At 27 months
the head—body length had nearly stabilized. When our monkeys arrived,
the teeth were fully erupted and in occlusion. Since the monkeys were
operated on 6 months later, they were at least 27.5 months old. More
important, comparison of tracings of cephalometric roentgenographs
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over a 30-month period revealed no appreciable change in cranial size,
and histological examination of the condyles removed initially and
2 years later at death showed no evidence of endochondral bone growth
activity.

In previous reports on growing monkeys, it was stated that ramus
growth is primarily affected while growth of the body of the mandible
appears to be affected to a limited degree.® The changes occurring in the
mandible after condylectomy are a result of the growth arrest and the new
articulation being subjected to forces which differ in direction, and prob-
ably strength, from the normal forces. In adaptation to these changes in
functional stress, the bone is remodeled in part, so that the direction of
spongy trajectories is made to coincide with the new lines of pressure and
tension.’

Since the facial skeletal changes are similar, but not the same,
in both the adult and the growing monkeys after condylectomy, it
seems that removal of the growth site is not the principal responsible
factor. Rather, the changes are probably secondary to disruption of
normal temporomandibular joint function, including elimination of
sensory receptors. Loss of the anatomical integrity of the temporo-
mandibular joint, loss of function of the lateral pterygoid muscle,
altered function of the medial pterygoid, masseter, temporal, and
suprahyoid muscles, and establishment of a false joint all served
to modify the direction and amount of muscular pull with altered posi-
tion and motion of the mandible. These changes in function could
influence the remodeling and resorption of the ramus and adjacent
bony structures.

Growth of bone occurs at the superoposterior surfaces of the
mandible.” Whether the mandibular condyle is a primary or secondary site
of growth is much discussed. Although this experiment on the adult mon-
key, as in previous experiments on the growing monkey, demonstrates the
extreme loss of bone in the posterosuperior ramus after condylectomy;, it
does not prove that the condyle is not a growth site. What role does the
condyle play in growth of the mandible? An experiment which would con-
tribute important information would be one wherein endochondral bone
growth is eliminated but the integrity of the temporomandibular joint is
maintained.
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Dental Occlusion

After unilateral condylectomy in the adult monkey, the dental occlusion
and the body of the mandible appeared to be normal. In contrast, in the
growing monkey the inferior part of the body of the mandible in particu-
lar showed a shift toward the operated-on side.

The distance between the occlusal surface of the teeth and the lower
border of the mandible on the side from which the condyle had been
removed was less than on the unoperated-on side of the mandible (Fig. 4.4E).
Furthermore, the difference increased from the anterior part of the mandible
to the posterior part so that the planes of the occlusal surface and the lower
border of the mandible converged posteriorly, whereas on the unoperated-
on side they remained about parallel. The distance between the occlusal
surface of the maxillary teeth and the lower border of the zygomatic arch
of the side from which the condyle had been removed was less than on the
unoperated-on side (Fig. 4.5D). This might be explained on the basis that
the posterior part of the mandible was rotated superiorly by masticatory
muscle and scar tissue pull. This was followed by resorption of ramus,
body and alveolar bone with the teeth following the bone. An alternative
consideration is that this might be a result of increased pressure on the
teeth leading to their depression with loss of bone — alveolar, including
interdental, maxillary, and mandibular.

Roentgenographic Changes

There was some variation in the vertical positioning of the head when the
cephalometric roentgenographs were taken. This was of no consequence,
because positioning of the ear posts in the external auditory meatuses
ensured that the lateral roentgenographs were comparable. The standard-
ization permitted superpositioning of the tracings of the films. However,
the findings should be interpreted with an appreciation of their limita-
tions. First, the tracings and roentgenographs are two-dimensional repre-
sentations of three-dimensional structures. Secondly, the left and right
sides of the mandible could not always be definitely identified. Insertion of
a radiopaque marker on one side prior to the taking of the head plates
would facilitate identification.
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Tracings of the roentgenographs of the operated-on right side
(Fig. 4.4B) and the unoperated-on left side (Fig. 4.4A) of the mandible
were superposed in various ways. This brought out several facts. When the
tracings were superposed on the teeth, an extensive deficiency of bone was
noted in the superoposterior ramus, superoanterior coronoid, and lower
border of the mandible regions (Fig. 4.4C). When the tracings were super-
posed on the coronoid processes, it was surprising to find that they coin-
cided (Fig. 4.4D). The anterior part of the mandible was rotated
downward and the posterior part upward. The lower borders of the
mandibles intersected in the premolar regions. When the tracings were
superposed along the lower borders of the mandibles, the defect of the
ramus appeared to be most extensive (Fig. 4.4E). This also illustrated the
amount of bone lost in relation to the relatively small amount removed
two years previously. The anterior border of the coronoid process and the
occlusal level of the teeth were lower on the operated-on side. The borders
for superpositioning were selected arbitrarily and probably not one of
them reflects the actual relationship.

The roentgenographic changes in the trabecular pattern of the ramus
after condylectomy in growing monkeys have been reported previously."°
The findings on the adult monkey were similar, with the trabecular pattern
oriented to the new false condyle. The differences are a result of the
changes in function of the temporomandibular joint with alterations in
the direction and amount of muscular pull and the position and motion
of the mandible.

Controls

No gross differences were noted between the left and right sides of the
mandibles in the unoperated-on and operated-on control animals (sham)
and the left unoperated-on sides in the animals which had had a right
condylectomy. Since the mandible is a single bone, alterations in the func-
tion of one side can influence the other side. Consequently, the unoper-
ated-on left side of the mandible was not a true control for the perated-on
right side. Because the mandibles of the different squirrel monkeys did
vary in size, comparisons were preferred between the operated and the
unoperated-on side of the same mandible.
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SUMMARY

The right mandibular condyle was resected in a group of adult squirrel
monkeys with a postoperative survival as long as two years. The findings
on the operated-on side compared with the unoperated-on side were a
lesser total facial height, a shorter ramus with extensive deficiency in the
posterosuperior region, less maxillary and mandibular alveolar bone,
particularly in the molar region, with a lesser height of the zygomatic
arch in relation to the lower border of the mandible. In addition, on the
operated-on side the tip of the coronoid process extended well above
rather than to the level of the zygomatic arch, and the zygomatic arch
and external auditory canal were just above the level of the occlusal
plane rather than well above it. The trabecular pattern of bone in the
roentgenographs of the ramus was reoriented to the false articular area.
Thus, after removal of the condyle with creation of a false temporo-
mandibular joint and with alterations in muscle function and position
of the mandible, there was considerable remodeling and resorption
of bone.

These gross facial skeletal changes are comparable with those found in
growing M. rhesus monkeys after unilateral condylectomy. In the growing
monkeys the changes were interpreted to be the result of loss of both a
growth site and the anatomical integrity of the temporomandibular joint.
However, it is concluded now that since similar skeletal architectural mod-
ifications occurred in the adult monkeys, the important factor is loss of
physiological integrity of the temporomandibular joint region rather than
loss of a growth site.
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CHAPTER 5

Temporalis Muscle and Coronoid Process*

Following resection of the temporalis muscle, a smaller or absent coro-
noid process has been reported in growing animals (Table 5.1)."* The
trauma of resection, altered function, hemorrhage, scar tissue, and
changes in vascularity may have influenced the results. The purpose of
this experiment was to observe in adult Macaca mulatta the tully grown
coronoid process after decreasing or eliminating neurofunctional activ-
ity of the temporalis muscle unilaterally without the trauma of local
resection. In two males and three females the motor root of the trigem-
inal nerve which innervates the temporalis muscle was resected intracra-
nially. In three control animals of both sexes the same surgical procedure
was performed except for resection of the nerve. At postmortem, one
year later, the temporalis muscle mass was atrophic on the resected side.
There were no significant morphological differences, however, between
the right and left sides of the mandible, including the coronoid process,
regardless of which motor root of the fifth nerve had been resected,
which side had been sham-operated, or sex. An extensive deposit of cal-
culus on the buccal surfaces of the teeth on the operated nerve side was
a consistent, conspicuous finding.

*Excerpted from: Sarnat BG, Feigenbaum JA, Krogman WM. (1977) Adult
monkey coronoid process after resection of trigeminal nerve motor root. Am J Anat 150:
129-138.
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Table 5.1 Relationship of Temporalis Muscle to Coronoid Process: Review of Selected Surgical Studies
Temporalis
Muscle
Surgical Age at Postoperative
Investigator Year Procedure Animal No. Operation Survival Findings on Operated Side
Anthony 1903 | Removal of entire Dog 1 | 1day 9.5 months Coronoid process?
left suprazygomatic
portion
Pietkiewicz 1907 | Similar to Anthony Coronoid process (condyle
and ramus), some
diminution in size
Walkhoff 1910 | Removal of part of Dog 1 | 4 weeks 11 months Coronoid process?
suprazygomatic
portion
Washburn 1947 | Unilateral removal Rat 12 | 1day 3-5 months Coronoid process absent
of “majority”
Horowitz and | 1951 | Removal of right Rat 8 | 30 days 51-173 days Coronoid process absent
Shapiro and periosteum
at origin and
insertion
Rogers 1955 | Excision, unilateral Monkey 2|2 ? Coronoid process? “neglect

intracranial section
third division of
trigeminal nerve

of buccal pouch”

(Continued)
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Table 5.1 (Continued)

Avis 1959 | Removal of right Cat 10 | 6 weeks 16 months Coronoid process somewhat
suprazygomatic short and axis straight
portion upward instead of curving

upward and backward

Liebman and | 1965 | Right myectomy Dog 1 | 10-14 weeks, maturity Coronoid process, no

Kussick shortly after shortening of, straightening
weaning and vertical alignment of
posterior soncave border

Boyd et al. 1967 | Removal (right) Guinea Pig | 9 | ? 80 days Coronoid process smalled
from origin and in only two specimens
rolled on itself

Moss and 1970 | Removal of left Rat 63 | 11 days 2-43 days Coronoid process, decrease

Meehan suprazygomatic in size
portion except
anterior head
Soni and 1974 | Removal (left) from Guinea Pig | 7 | 14 days 46 days Coronoid process, reduction
Malloy origin and rolled in height
on itself

This report Unilateral intracranial | Monkey 5 | adult 12 months Coronoid process, no
resection of right significant difference
or left motor root,
third division of
trigeminal nerve
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CHAPTER 6

Fractured Mandible and Incisor*

INTRODUCTION

Although there are a number of references to the clinical aspects of frac-
tures of the jaw,'” relatively few experimental studies have been reported.
While fractures of the jaw in dogs or guinea pigs have been studied,*® no
report on the effects of fractures of the jaw and teeth in the rat and on the
simultaneous reaction of all the calcified structures present at the site of
fracture was found in the literature.

This study is based on 38 rats, 29 of which were subjected to unilateral
and 9 to bilateral fractures of the mandible (Table 6.1). The animals were
killed from six and one-half hours to 158 days after operation. The effects
were studied in both the living and the killed animals on gross, roentgeno-
graphic, and histologic bases (Fig. 6.1 (1)—(3)). The mandible in the rat
contains throughout its length a continuously growing and erupting inci-
sor. Consequently, an opportunity is afforded to study the effects of frac-
tures simultaneously on all of the different calcified structures of the body,
namely the growing bone and the growing tooth (Table 6.2).

The roentgenographs, with few exceptions, showed little correlation
with the stage of histologic repair.

*Excerpted from: Sarnat BG, Schour I. (1944) Effect of experimental fracture on
bone, dentin and enamel: study of the mandible and incisor in the rat. Arch Surg
49: 23-38.
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Table 6.1

Data on Thirty-Eight Rats Which were Subjected to Unilateral or

Mandibles Arranged According to the Progressive Stage of Repair of the Bone*

Bilateral Fractures of their

No. of Left
or Right Mandibles General Histologic
Stages Fractured Period of Survial Characteristics Special Comments
Procallus 10 6% hours to Hemorrhage; granulation Roentgenographic findings
21 days tissue; young connective tissue show evidence of fracture
Fibrocartilaginous 8 11-102 days Dense fibrous connective Roentgenographic findings
callus tissue: fibrocartilage beginning | show no evidence of healing
of bony callus of fracture
Bony callus 29 33-158 days Bony union: architectural Roentgenographic findings

reconstruction

show variation in regard to
evidence of healing of fracture

*Modified from: Sarnat, BG and Schour, L. (1944) Effect of experimental fracture on bone, dentin and enamel: study of the mandible and incisor in the rat.

Arch Surg 49: 23-38, 1944. (Copyright © 1944, American Medical Association. All rights reserved.)
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Fig. 6.1 (1) Photomicrograph of a decalcified midsaggital section of the lower right
incisor and the mandible of rat No. 2, which was killed six and one-half hours after
mandibular fracture. Hematoxylin and eosin stain. Note the fracture which divided the
incisor into the anterior (A) and posterior (B) fragments. The fracture is complete and
extends from the lingual bone (L) — which is fragmented across the tooth — to the labial
bone (L.a.). The pulp (P) shows hemorrhage and acute inflammation. Hemorrhage
and fibrin network are seen at the site of the fracture. Procallus stage (see (3)) X7.
(2) Roentgenograph of the right half of the head of the same animal as in (1). The arrow
indicates the site of fracture. Natural size. (3) Photomicrograph of the area indicated in (1).
Note the fibrin network (F) at the site of fracture of the labial bone and the surrounding
inflammatory reaction. Procallus stage. X107.



Table 6.2 Differential Reactions of Bone and Teeth to Injury*

Formative Bone. Cementum. Denun. Enamel.
Cells Osteoblasts Cementoblasts Odontoblasts Ameloblasts
Location of formative | Periosteum, endosteum, | Single layer lining the Single layer lining pulp On surface of enamel

cells lining of haversian periodontal ligament adjacent to most recently in formative stage,
canals adjacent to the formed dentin absent in adult
cementum enamel
Cellular contents Osteocytes Cementocytes Acellular Acellular
Channels Canaliculi, haversian Canaliculi Dentinal tubules, avascular | None
canals, Volkmann’s
canals
Contents of channels | Processes of osteoblasts, | Processes of cementocytes | Processes of odontoblasts None

osteocytes, vessels, and
nerves

Response to injury in
growing and
mineralizing stages

Sensitive to metabolic
changes leaving
semipermanent
record

Sensitive to metabolic
changes leaving
semipermanent record

Very sensitive to metabolic
changes leaving
permanent record

Very sensitive to
metabolic changes
leaving permanent
record

(Continued)
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Table 6.2 (Continued)
Formative Bone. Cementum. Denun. Enamel.
Cells Osteoblasts Cementoblasts Odontoblasts Ameloblasts
Response to injury in | Continuous apposition | Regenerative capacity Can transmit stimuli Entirely physical,

adult stage

and resorption; rich
regenerative power
through osteogenic

through cementoblastic
properties of
periodontal cells

through its tubles from
dentinoenamel junction
to pulp and limited

passive, incapable
of response by
inflammation or

properties of response through regeneration
periosteum, and odontoblasts (secondary nonvital
bone marrow dentin)
Response to fracture Very active through rich | Partial through Passive or partial through | None
cellular activity along periodontal ligament secondary pulpal or
internal and external cellular response cemental reaction
surfaces of bone
Degree of 70%=x 50%= 70%=* 96%=+
mineralization

*Modified from: Sarnat, BG and Schour, 1. (1944) Arch Surg 49: 38. Copyright © 1944, American Medical Association. All rights reserved.
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Dental Changes

A fractured tooth differs from a fractured bone by the absence of forma-
tion of callus and by its limited reaction. The dental structures, by con-
trast, are for the most part passive and nonregenerative, as follows:

(1) Adult enamel reacts only mechanically and is not capable of response
by inflammation or repair. The enamel matrix calcifying at the time
of fracture is arrested in its calcification and shows resorption.
Occasionally it loses its epithelial covering, which is then replaced by
connective tissue or cementum.

(2) Dentin shows no direct reaction, but the region between the frag-
ments becomes infiltrated by cells of the pulp or the periodontal
membrane. The larger fragments are joined by fibrous union.

The odontoblasts are injured, and an atypical secondary dentin is
formed in the pulp.

(3) The pulp shows a rich and varied response, ranging from necrosis
to complete recovery and including the formation of bone and
hemopoiesis.

Healing of Bone

The stages of histologic repair of the fractured mandible in the rat may be
summarized in the following chronologic order:

(1) Procallus:

(a) Hemorrhage and initial blood clot (first few hours);
(b) Organization of blood clot and invasion by granulation tissue
(first few days);

(2) Fibrous and/or fibrocartilaginous callus (first few weeks);
(3) Bony callus (first to second month) and reorganization of bone
(first year).

These events are in complete agreement with those occurring in the
healing of other flat bones.
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CHAPTER 7

The Temporomandibular Joint

This is the first and only book to deal with the subject in this particular
manner. It is of course not feasible to include the contents of the BOOK*
at this time.

The chosen title indicates our philosophy. We have developed and
emphasized a basic biological approach to the difficult and, in many
instances, unanswered clinical problems involving the temporomandibu-
lar joint and, in the broader context, the masticatory apparatus. There are
two parts to the book. Part I emphasizes the biology of the temporo-
mandibular joint region, and incorporates clinical correlations. This serves
as a foundation for Part II, which is devoted almost entirely to clinical
evaluation, accurate diagnosis, and proper treatment, reinforced by refer-
ence to the basic science aspects. We are not aware of another book on the
temporomandibular joint that takes this approach.

Because no one person can be expert in all aspects of such a broad
subject, we have invited contributions from those whom we consider
highly knowledgeable in specific areas. Thus, basic scientists and clinicians
have pooled their knowledge and experience to provide a unique view of
temporomandibular joint disorders.

The main purpose of this book is to distill the enormous accumula-
tion of biological and clinical data into a unified text that will provide an

*Sarnat BG, Laskin DM. (1991) (editors and 30 contributors) The Temporomandibular
Joint: A Biological Basis for Clinical Practice, 4th edition, WB Saunders, Publisher,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 505 pages (Fig. 1).
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accurate basis for clinical practice. In any multiauthored book, however,
particularly one dealing with such a complex subject, there are bound to
be some differences of opinion and interpretation. As editors, we have
attempted to encourage such diversity, when controversy still exists. We
see this as an advantage because, by presenting more than one expert
point of view, readers may reach their own conclusions on the basis of the
information provided. Such interpretation is aided by the comprehensive
basic biologic background that is included.

Bernard G. Sarnat ¢ Daniel M. Laskin
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FOREWORD TO THE FOURTH EDITION

As one with primarily a basic science background, it has been a great pleas-
ure to read the scholarly contributions which this exceptionally well-illus-
trated book contains. Forty years have passed since the appearance of the
first edition of The Temporomandibular Joint,in 1951, and this presentation
of the biomedical information with the clinical aspects concerning the tem-
poromandibular joint continues to be unique in the world literature.

The contents of this multiauthored book provide the fundamental
information necessary for both diagnosing and treating the various con-
ditions that affect the masticatory apparatus. Some of the chapters pre-
senting the biological basis for rational therapy of disorders of the
temporomandibular joint include descriptions of comparative functional
anatomy, condylar and craniofacial growth, neurophysiology, and patho-
logic aspects of various diseases and anomalies. The reader also learns that
the temporomandibular joint is an extraordinary example illustrating
some of the principles of phylogeny, the primary temporomandibular
joint of amphibians and reptiles having evolved to a combined gliding and
hinge joint in humans. Understanding this enables one to appreciate bet-
ter the biomechanics of this complex structure.

Considerable attention is also given to the masticatory musculature.
Because of their involvement both as primary and secondary causes of
mandibular dysfunction and temporomandibular joint disorders, great
emphasis is placed on the physiology and pathology of these structures.
This serves as an excellent prelude to determining correct etiology, form-
ing an accurate differential diagnosis, and establishing appropriate meth-
ods of treatment.

The particular presentation used in this book has an obvious
advantage in that it correlates current information from biology with the
various clinical aspects, including new perspectives. Without question,
the reader will find that this integration will make it less difficult to
understand some of the perplexing problems of the temporomandibular
joint.

The editors are to be commended on the choice of material, organiza-
tion, and format. The text is written in a lucid style and extremely well
edited. Each of the chapters is contributed by a world authority in the
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particular field. Although each chapter is an entity in itself, it is intimately
integrated with the rest of the book. Fourteen chapters have been updated
and, with the additional 12 new chapters, reflect a great sum of current
information on the various subjects. There is something for everyone in
this comprehensive book: student, teacher, scientist, and clinician. The edi-
tors, as well as the authors and publishers, are to be congratulated on hav-
ing prepared a volume of this magnitude, with so many excellent qualities.

Gert-Horst Schummacher
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FOREWORD TO THE FOURTH EDITION

A benchmark of a publication’s success is the credibility of its contents.
The fourth edition of this very popular and substantive text on the tem-
poromandibular joint and related structures continues to meet this high
standard. In this edition the skills, knowledge, and expertise of major,
internationally recognized authorities on the subject are again brilliantly
combined. The format is logically divided into two parts: Part I, entitled
“Biological Basis,” and Part II, entitled “Clinical Practice: Diagnosis and
Treatment.” This structuring, with related correlations, provides an accu-
rate summation of the most current scientifically accepted theory and
concept, and forms the basis for a rational approach to therapy. As a clini-
cian with a basic science background, I find this method of presentation
extremely beneficial.

The two editors have a long and enviable record related to the
temporomandibular joint. Over the years their dedicated efforts, knowl-
edge, and research have opened up vistas for the thoughtful and credible
management of this complex apparatus. Forty years ago, at midcentury,
when this book was first published as a monograph, our basic and clinical
understanding of this single facet of the stomatognathic system was woe-
fully meager. The dental and medical professions were groping in their
diagnostic and treatment protocols. In that early era of discovery, Drs.
Sarnat and Laskin were among the very first to develop and present both
a scientific and a clinically sound basis for our comprehension of this
complex subject. Certainly, as in other scientific endeavors, there were
some errors of interpretation, presentation, or omission. These were rec-
ognized early and conscientiously altered, corrected, or eliminated by the
incorporation, in subsequent editions, of the most current, accurate infor-
mation from authoritative authors. Thus, we have continued to witness, in
these sequential editions, a unique correlation of basic science and clinical
information addressing the important needs of practitioners and their
patients not found in other textbooks on the subject.

The proper practice of either dentistry or medicine is based on the fac-
tual foundations of basic and clinical science. This text offers that valuable
data to those desirous of enhancing their knowledge and skills related to
the temporomandibular joint and associated structures. The exceptionally
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broad coverage of the subject, presented by a wide spectrum of recognized
and reputable contributors in a rational progression throughout the text,
provides the serious student, interested scientist, and dedicated practi-
tioner with a wealth of integrated, valuable current information. Any indi-
vidual attempting to gain this material independently from research
reports, journals, continuing education courses, or specialty meetings
would have to expend months and even years of personal time. The accu-
mulated information so beautifully presented in this edition accomplishes
the task for the reader in an organized and authoritative manner. The
editors are to be congratulated on providing us with another landmark
edition of this classic text.

Harold T. Perry
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PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION

In the preface to the first edition of this book (1951), the need was recog-
nized for valid information about the temporomandibular joint and its
associated structures. Since then many excellent, well-documented scien-
tific studies have appeared in the literature, and these have strengthened
our knowledge base significantly. The dimensions and complexity of
problems involving the temporomandibular joint, coupled with the veri-
table explosion of new knowledge in the past decade, warrant a fourth
edition.

The chosen title indicates our philosophy. As in earlier editions, we
have developed and emphasized a basic biological approach to the diffi-
cult and, in many instances, unanswered clinical problems involving the
temporomandibular joint and, in the broader context, the masticatory
apparatus. There are two parts to the book. Part I emphasizes the biol-
ogy of the temporomandibular joint region, and incorporates clinical
correlations. This serves as a foundation for Part II, which is devoted
almost entirely to clinical evaluation, accurate diagnosis, and proper
treatment, reinforced by reference to the basic science aspects. We are not
aware of any other book on the temporomandibular joint that takes this
approach.

Since the publication of the last edition, much has changed. Thus, in
this fourth edition, many former concepts have been modified in the
light of recent knowledge. Outdated information has been eliminated
and the most recent findings in this rapidly expanding area have been
added, making the scope of the book much greater. Although it is indeed
a thoroughly revised work, with new contributors and new contents, we
have made a concerted effort to maintain our previous standards of
excellence. Our hope is that this will be the authoritative and definitive
work in this field.

Because no one person can be expert in all aspects of such a broad
subject, we have invited contributions from those whom we consider
highly knowledgeable in specific areas. Thus, basic scientists and clinicians
have pooled their knowledge and experience to provide a unique view of
temporomandibular joint disorders. We welcome and thank the following
new contributors and cocontributors: Stephen Creanor (“Comparative
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Functional Anatomy”), Alphonse Burdi (“Morphogenesis”), Arthur
Storey (“Neurophysiology”), Barry Sessle (“Neurobiology of Facial and
Dental Pain”), Robert Yemrn (“Pathophysiology of the Masticatory
Muscles”), Philip Sapp (“Pathologic Aspects”), Tore Hansson (“Pathologic
Aspects of Arthritides and Derangements”), Paul Robinson (“Congenital
and Developmental Anomalies”), Jeffrey Fujimoto (“Experimental
Studies”), Eliot Gale (“Epidemiology”), Per-Lennart Westesson
(“Imaging”), Anders Holmlund and Gustav Hellsing (“Arthroscopy”), John
Rugh and Suzanne Davis (“Temporomandibular Disorders: Psychological
and Behavioral Aspects”), Glenn Clark and Robert Merrill (“Diagnosis
and Nonsurgical Treatment of Masticatory Muscle Pain and Dysfunction
Syndrome; Diagnosis and Nonsurgical Treatment of Internal
Derangements”), and Sigvard Kopp (“Diagnosis and Nonsurgical Treatment
of Arthritides”). And, of course, we continue to appreciate those who con-
tributed to the previous edition and now join us once again: Sanford
Block, Henry Cherrick, E. Lloyd DuBrul, Donald Enlow, Charles Greene,
William Hylander, Murray Meikle, Henry Noble, David Poswillo, and
William Ware.

The main purpose of this book is to distill the enormous accumula-
tion of biological and clinical data into a unified text that will provide an
accurate basis for clinical practice. However, any multiauthored book, par-
ticularly one dealing with such a complex subject, there are bound to be
some differences of opinion and interpretation. As editors, we have
attempted to encourage such diversity, when controversy still exists. We see
this as an advantage because, by presenting more than one expert point of
view, readers may reach their own conclusions on the basis of the infor-
mation provided. Such interpretation is aided by the comprehensive basic
biologic background that is included.

In closing, we wish to thank those students, teachers, practitioners,
and researchers whose enthusiastic reception of previous editions encour-
aged us to make this new effort. We acknowledge the staff at the
W.B. Saunders Company for their dedicated support, which contributed
so much to the value of this book.

Bernard G. Sarnat ¢ Daniel M. Laskin
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Sarnat BG, Laskin DM (editors and contributors). (1980) The Temporo-
mandibular Joint: A Biological Basis for Clinical Practice, 3rd edition, Charles
C Thomas, Springfield, Illinois. 512 pages, 370 figures, 7 tables.

FOREWORD TO THE THIRD EDITION

The temporomandibular joint, a part of the masticatory apparatus, is a
highly complex and precisely integrated morphologicofunctional unit.
It has a long evolutionary history. Soft parts preceded hard; function
preceded form; and need was the arbiter of response, with the changing
environment being the decisive trigger. To postulate a logical sequence:
environmental need led to functional response, which in turn led to struc-
tural adaptation. Thus speaks the phylogenetic record.

Ontogeny joins phylogeny in pointing to the intricate morphofunc-
tional nature of the temporomandibular joint: it has both a hinge and a
gliding action; it is a factor in deglutition; it facilitates the soft
tissue-mandibular mechanisms involved in speech; it plays an important
role as a growth locus in the age-unfolding of the craniofacial complex.

The temporomandibular joint is subject to the same pathologic and
pathophysiologic disorders as other joints of the human body. Anatomical
and functional differences, however, require a special understanding of the
complex relationships between teeth, muscle, and bone that influence the
clinical manifestations of these conditions and affect their treatment.
Developing such an understanding requires a broad scope of information
that is difficult to obtain in one place and in comprehensible form. This
authoritative book fills the void in the important subject of the temporo-
mandibular joint and masticatory apparatus.

The first edition served this need remarkably well, as evidenced by the
fact that it was used as a reference in Gray’s Anatomy, was used in under-
graduate, graduate and post-graduate courses, and was a source of ready
reference for many clinicians. The second edition re-evaluated the con-
ceptual principles and added new vistas of phylogeny and embryology,
besides having an increased scope of clinical interpretation and treat-
ment. In the third edition the scope has been increased further, method-
ology has been amplified, treatment goals have been envisioned and
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extended, and a far greater depth of integrative evaluation and interpre-
tation is manifest from chapter to chapter.

A wide variety of difficult, complex clinical problems is associated
with the masticatory system. These are brought to the attention of many
different disciplines in dentistry, medicine, and psychology. The coeditors,
with their extensive research and clinical experience over many years, are
admirably equipped to both edit and contribute to this comprehensive
work, which stands as a giant by itself.

Wilton Marion Krogman
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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION

Time brings change. Since the publication of the second edition of this
book, much has changed. Thus, a new edition is justified to modify past
concepts in the light of current knowledge, to eliminate information that
is outdated or less useful, and to add recent or more useful information.
This publication not only reflects such changes, but also provides a depth
and scope far greater than in the past. The third edition is indeed a new
book with many new contributors and substantial new contents, and with
the same high editorial and professional standards. As in the previous edi-
tions, the basic science approach to clinical practice is emphasized. Our
hope is that this will be the authoritative, definitive work related to the
temporomandibular joint and masticatory system.

There are two parts to the book. Part I pertains primarily to the biol-
ogy of the temporomandibular joint with some clinical correlations.
Part IT is devoted essentially to concepts of clinical practice, accurate diag-
nosis, and proper treatment, reinforced by reference to the basic science
aspects. In this edition further emphasis is given to complex clinical prob-
lems and in particular to the myofascial pain—dysfunction syndrome.
Because of the many new correlations between the basic and clinical
sciences, the title has been modified to The Temporomandibular Joint:
A Biological Basis for Clinical Practice.

Unfortunately, in the care of many complex problems of the tem-
poromandibular joint and related structures, iatrogenic disease is not
uncommon. A cardinal principle in effective treatment is first to do no
harm — primum non nocere. In this book the emphasis is on this theme
as well as on the use of therapy that does not produce irreversible
changes.

In any multiauthored book there may be differences of opinion and
interpretation of findings. No editorial privileges were exercised when
such situations existed. This is as it should be. Thus, in some chapters
varying and differing thoughts are expressed. For example, the role of the
condyle as a primary site of growth has been challenged by some of the
contributors. Is this position the correct one or is it possible that at differ-
ent times the growth function of the condyle changes? At present there is
neither unanimity nor sufficient evidence for a positive decision. Because
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of the many important basic clinical relationships, this problem merits
continued study. Hopefully, by the time of publication of the fourth edi-
tion there will be further clarification.

Although this is a multiauthored book, the selection of topics and their
order of presentation provide a continuity enabling the reader to progress
from one section to the next using the previous information as a basis of
understanding. At the same time, individual chapters can be reviewed when
specific questions arise. The various chapters are extensively referenced,
thus offering a source of additional information for those interested in
greater detail. Each contributor is an expert in the field, so that the material
presented is not only authoritative but also current.

Of the distinguished contributors to the first edition, most have died.
Our sincere respects and thanks are given to them for their contributions
to our fundamental knowledge of the masticatory apparatus. For this third
edition we would like to thank all of the current contributors, as well as the
many others involved directly or indirectly in its development, for their
excellent cooperation, patience, and understanding. Finally, permit me
(B.G.S.) to take this opportunity to welcome with pleasure a colleague and
former student, Daniel M. Laskin, as the coeditor of this volume.

Bernard G. Sarnat & Daniel M. Laskin
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Sarnat BG (editor). (1964) The Temporomandibular Joint, 2nd edition,
Charles C Thomas, Springfield, Illinois. 260 pages, 112 figures.

PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

The temporomandibular joint, which is part of a higher unit of struc-
ture, the masticatory system, represents a unique functional adaptation
to the evolutionary changes in the mammalian skull. It differs from
other joints of the body in several ways. First, it is a complex joint with
an articular disk and it is capable of an unusual combination of hinging
and gliding movements. Second, it is exceptional because the spatial rela-
tions of the component parts are influenced not only by muscular bal-
ance and structural morphology but also by the occlusion and
malocclusion of the teeth. Third, it is unique because the joints cannot
operate independently; both act as a single functional unit. Any alter-
ation in the activity of one side will therefore affect the other, an impor-
tant factor frequently overlooked in the analysis of disturbances in this
region. Last, the articular surfaces of this joint are not covered by hyaline
cartilage but by avascular fibrous tissue with a few scattered cartilage
cells. Just beneath this layer on the condyle is an epiphyseal-like growth
center. This serves as both a pacemaker and organizer for growth of the
mandible. All these morphological and functional variations contribute
to the complex problems in both the diagnosis and the treatment of tem-
poromandibular joint disease.

Along with the contributors, the editor is grateful for the opportunity
to acknowledge the cordial reception given to the first edition of this book.
It was a source of special pleasure to learn of its acceptance not only by the
medical and dental professions, but also by those in the basic sciences.

The same general purpose has been kept in mind in the preparation of
this edition as in the previous one, namely to present and correlate the lat-
est authoritative information, both basic and clinical, pertaining to the
temporomandibular joint and related structures. The original contribu-
tors have had the privilege of revising the text and adding new material. In
addition, several new chapters have been included. They are “Evolution of
the Temporomandibular Joint,” by Dr. E. Lloyd Du Brul; “Embryological
Development of the Temporomandibular Joint,” by Dr. Barnet M. Levy;
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“Roentgenography of the Temporomandibular Joint,” by Dr. Robert M.
Ricketts; and “Surgery of the Temporomandibular Joint,” by Drs. Bernard
G. Sarnat and Daniel M. Laskin.

It is with deep regret that a contributor to the first edition has been
claimed untimely by death. This opportunity is taken to pay our final
respects to our personal friend and longtime colleague, Dr. Joseph P.
Weinmann.

Bernard G. Sarnat
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Sarnat BG (editor). (1951) The Temporomandibular Joint, Charles C Thomas,
Springfield, Illinois. 165 pages, 62 illustrations.

PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

There is an increasing need for a critical examination and evaluation of
our knowledge pertaining to the temporomandibular articulation and
related structures. Although there is a considerable literature on the clini-
cal aspects of the temporomandibular joint, some of it is based upon inter-
pretations which are not entirely valid. Unfortunately, this misinformation
has been perpetuated by being “handed down” from one report to another.
The need for correct information is evidenced by the number of difficult
clinical problems in terms of diagnosis and treatment directly or indirectly
associated with this region.

The purpose of this monograph is to bring some of our knowledge up
to date and to correct some of the misconceptions by a review and analysis
of the temporomandibular articulation from the point of view of both the
basic and clinical sciences. Most disturbances of the temporomandibular
joint are either congenital, inflammatory, traumatic, or neoplastic in nature.
Congenital absence or deficiency of the condyle, which contains the most
important growth site of the mandible, is associated with marked deformity
of the face. In the past, middle ear infection has been the most common
inflammatory lesion which spread to the temporomandibular joint and not
only affected the condylar growth site but also caused an ankyiosis. Arthritis
of the temporomandibular joint may be on either an inflammatory or a
traumatic basis. The latter is usually a result of faulty occlusion. Benign
tumors of the condyle are not common and malignant tumors are rare.

The following will be considered in relation to the temporomandibu-
lar joint: (1) the masticatory apparatus from a gross anatomical and func-
tional point of view; (2) the growth and development of the jaws and face;
(3) histologic, pathologic, and experimental aspects; and (4) treatment by
means of corrective dentistry. This monograph, however, is not intended
to serve as a complete review and summary of the subject, but rather as a
basis for critical evaluation of the literature and for further study.

Articulations are part of a higher functional unit. The temporo-
mandibular joint is part of the masticatory apparatus, comprising not only
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this joint but also the teeth and their supporting structures, the jaws and
their musculature. Alteration in the functions of any one of these struc-
tures will be reflected in all other parts of the masticatory apparatus.

The temporomandibular joint is a delicately balanced structure, and
its functional and anatomic integrity is dependent upon the normal rela-
tions and functions of the rest of the masticatory apparatus. It is well
known, for example, that traumatic arthritis can be caused by an occlusal
disharmony. The correct diagnosis and proper treatment of such condi-
tions, however, are dependent upon an understanding of the normal
structure and function as well as of the pathologic physiology of the mas-
ticatory apparatus.

In order to clarify some of the problems related to the temporo-
mandibular joint, a series of symposia and lectures were organized by the
editor. In selecting the faculty and subject matter, the following objectives
were set down: (1) to present the latest authoritative basic science infor-
mation, including correlative material pertaining to the entire masticatory
apparatus; and (2) on the basis of this knowledge, to interpret the clinical
findings, diagnosis, and treatment of these disorders.

This program was offered through the Postgraduate Division of the
University of Illinois College of Dentistry during April and May of 1949
and much of it will be included in the Postgraduate Long Distance
Telephone Extension broadcasts of December 10, 1951 and January 14,
1952. The 1949 course was received most enthusiastically by all who
attended, namely general dental and medical practitioners, otologists,
prosthodontists, orthodontists, and oral, plastic and orthopedic surgeons.
Many students who took the course, and others who had heard about it,
indicated a desire to have this information made available in permanent
form. Because of these requests, the material has been published.

This monograph represents the combined efforts of many individuals.
With their willing and splendid cooperation, the organization, develop-
ment, and realization of this publication has been a source of especial
pleasure. I also wish to express my thanks to Miss Claire Stanton for her
assistance.

Bernard G. Sarnat



CHAPTER 8

Condylar Tumors

UNILATERAL HYPERPLASIA OF THE MANDIBULAR CONDYLE

This condition is generally characterized by a slowly developing, pro-
gressive, unilateral enlargement of the condyle causing facial asymmetry
and shifting of the midline of the chin to the unaffected side, resulting in
a cross-bite malocclusion (Fig. 8.1). Unilateral overgrowth of the mandible
occurs with roentgenographic evidence of enlargement of the condyle
(Fig. 8.2). The ramus and the body of the mandible are longer and larger
on the affected side, giving a prognathic appearance. There is a compen-
satory eruption of the maxillary teeth and downward growth of the
maxillary alveolar bone in an attempt to maintain occlusion. There is
also compensatory eruption of the mandibular teeth resulting in
increased alveolar height and a bowing effect on the inferior border of
the mandible.

The discrepancy between the two sides of the mandible usually first
becomes apparent during the second decade of life. A chondroma or
osteochondroma can produce a similar mandibular deformity.
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Fig. 8.1 Preoperative (A, C, E) and postoperative (B, D, F) photographs of a patient
with left unilateral condylar osteoma resulting in increased length of the left side of the
mandible and a cross-bite malocclusion. Note, in the preoperative photograph with the
jaws in occlusion (A), that the middle of the chin deviates to the patient’s right and, with
the mouth open, (C) that the chin is in the midline. [From: Sarnat BG, Laskin DM (eds.)
and contributors. (1991) The Temporomandibular Joint: A Biological Basis for Clinical
Practice, 4th ed. W.B. Saunders, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 505 pp.]
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Fig. 8.2 (A) Preoperative roentgenograph of a patient (Fig. 8.1) with a left condylar
hyperplasia (CH). Note that with the jaws brought together the midline of the chin is
shifted. (B) Postoperative roentgenograph of the same patient in A after resection of the
left condylar enlargement and repositioning of the mandible. [From: Sarnat BG. (1964)
The Temporomandibular Joint, 2nd ed. CC Thomas, Springfield, Illinois. ]
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CHAPTER 9

Overgrowth of Coronoid Processes*

INTRODUCTION

In differential diagnosis of ankylosis of the mandible, bilateral generalized
enlargement of the mandibular coronoid processes is rarely reported. In
one patient laminagrams were helpful in arriving at the proper diagnosis,
and movement was restored by surgical removal of the enlarged coronoid
processes through an intraoral approach. Over a 14-year period, several
physicians and dentists had examined this patient, but the proper diagno-
sis had been overlooked.

An important and not infrequent diagnostic problem with which
the dentist and, less often, the physician may be confronted is restricted
opening of the mouth. Limitation of motion in a joint is related to some
involvement of the masticatory system and is either intra-articular (true
ankylosis) or extra-articular (false ankylosis).

This article is concerned with an unusual and rarely reported condi-
tion of bilateral extensive general enlargement of the mandibular coronoid
processes causing a definite limitation of mandibular movement because
of impingement on the zygomatic bone.

*Excerpted from: Lyon, Leonard Z, Sarnat BG. (1963) Limited opening of the
mouth caused by enlarged coronoid processes: report of case. ] Am Dent Assoc 67:
644—-650.
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REPORT OF CASE

A white man, 27 years old, complained of restricted opening of the mouth
and inability to protrude his lower jaw since the age of 13 years. It had
grown worse until he was about 22 years old. Since that time, there had
been no apparent change. Roentgenographic studies, including lamina-
grams, were made, with a diagnosis of arthritis of the temporomandibular
joint. Cortisone had been injected intra-articularly, with no change in
the condition. The patient had been seeing a psychiatrist for the previous
three years because of a speech defect: there was no history of bruxism.
Complete medical studies disclosed no other problems.

Examination

Physical examination revealed that the patient was well developed and well
nourished. The face was developed within normal limits and was sym-
metrical. With maximum effort, there was limited opening of the mouth;
the distance between the maxillary and the mandibular incisors was
11 mm (Fig. 9.1A). The patient was unable to protrude the mandible, and
lateral motion was limited. On opening and closing the mouth, restricted
movement of the condyles in the mandibular fossae was palpated bilater-
ally, and there was no shifting of the midpoint of the chin. No spasm of the
masticatory muscles was found.

A tentative diagnosis of bilateral enlargement of the coronoid
processes was made.

Examination of laminagrams confirmed the diagnosis of bilateral
enlarged coronoid processes which impinged on the zygomatic bones in
opening the mouth and restricted mandibular motion.

Operation

With the patient under local, intravenous (thiopental sodium), and naso-
endotracheal (gas) anesthesia, an intraoral incision was made from the
distal surface of the mandibular second molar and upward along the ante-
rior border of the ramus. The incision was extended anteriorly and inferi-
orly along the buccal surfaces of the necks of the molars. The tissues were
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Fig. 9.1 Photographs taken preoperatively (A) and two months postoperatively (B) of
a patient with limitation of opening his mouth because of impingement of enlarged coro-

noid processes on zygomatic bones.

dissected free, and the anterior border of the ramus was exposed up to
the level of the sigmoid notch, thereby revealing the coronoid process.
By means of a long surgical crosscut bur, the coronoid process was sec-
tioned partially at its base and then separated completely from the
mandibular ramus by means of a chisel and mallet. Additional dissection
was required to free the coronoid process from the temporalis muscle and
tendon fibers. The coronoid process was then removed. The soft tissues
were reapproximated, and the wound was closed with interrupted black
sutures.

Postoperative Course

The patient’s postoperative course was satisfactory and uncomplicated.
He had little pain but considerable edema, which gradually subsided in
about 5 days. Within 18 days, he was able to open his mouth to a distance
of 19 mm between the maxillary and the mandibular incisors; in three
and a half months, to a distance of 35 mm (Fig. 9.1B). He was encouraged
during this period to exercise his jaws and to use wooden, spring clip
clothespins to increase the vertical opening. The patient was cooperative
and elated with his progress. He stated that he was able to eat a complete
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diet better, faster, and with less fatigue in chewing than at any time in the
previous 14 years.
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CHAPTER 10A

Surgery of the Mandible: Some Clinical
and Experimental Considerations*

INTRODUCTION

An understanding of normal growth of the mandible forms the basis for
early recognition and proper surgical treatment of a number of deformi-
ties. Mandibular growth is a result of an integration of activities in a num-
ber of regions. Two types of bone growth occur in the following principal
areas: (1) appositional, at all of the free borders, with the exception of the
anterior border of the ramus; and (2) epiphysis-like growth at the condyle
(Fig. 3.1). Concurrently there is continuous surface remodeling. Normal
development of the mandible is dependent upon the synchronous coordi-
nation of the growth activities of the various sites. By means of both clin-
ical and experimental studies, information has been obtained on the role
played by these various sites. Any interference which will affect the growth
sites will alter the orderly progression of development and will result in
some type of mandibular deformity.

The purposes of this report are (1) to present experimental and clin-
ical material regarding growth of the mandible, (2) to correlate this with
the development of pathologic conditions, and (3) to consider in the
light of this information the surgical treatment of some mandibular
deformities.

*Excerpted from: Sarnat BG, Robinson IB. (1956) Surgery of the mandible: some clinical
and experimental considerations. Plast Reconstr Surg 17: 27-57.
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Growth of the condyle is by endochondral ossification, as in an epiph-
ysis. Microscopic examination reveals the presence of three zones:
(1) chondrogenic, (2) cartilaginous, and (3) osseous. The condyle is capped
by a narrow layer of vascular fibrous tissue, which contains connective tis-
sue cells and a few cartilage cells. The inner layer of this covering is chon-
drogenic, giving rise to hyaline cartilage cells, which constitute the second
zone. In the third zone destruction of the cartilage and ossification around
the cartilage scaffolding can be seen. The condylar cartilage of the mandible
is not homologous to an epiphyseal cartilage, because it is not interposed
between two bony parts. The condylar growth site appears in the 50 mm
stage of the embryo and its activity attains peak levels during the prenatal
period. Postnatally, this growth site maintains its activity longer than most
other centers in the skull, persisting in the human until at least the 20th
year. This provides the forward and downward vector for mandibular
growth and contributes as well to increased width of the jaw.

ABNORMAL GROWTH: SOME SURGICAL CONSIDERATIONS

Generally, mandibular growth deformities can be classified into those in
which the mandible is larger or smaller than normal. Although the defor-
mity is often bilaterally symmetrical, unilateral disturbances are not
uncommon.

The condyle is the most important growth site of the mandible. Any
disturbance of this area which will decrease the growth activity will result
in an underdeveloped mandible. The effect that injury will have upon the
growing condyle and subsequent deformity of the jaw is determined not
only by the severity and duration of the noxious agent, but also by the par-
ticular time of occurrence. Thus, the effect will be more extreme early in
life, when condylar growth activity is greater, than later in life, when
condylar growth activity is considerably decreased and the mandible has
nearly assumed its adult shape and size.

UNDERDEVELOPMENT OF THE MANDIBLE

The underdeveloped mandible may be caused by a disturbance of the
condylar growth site. Unilateral disorders of the condyle may be due to
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local conditions although, occasionally, they may result from some type of
systemic involvement. Bilateral disturbances of the condyle arise mainly
from some general systemic condition although they, too, may result from
local causes such as a bilateral condylar fracture.

The characteristic clinical and roentgenographic observations on the
human mandible following an arrest of growth of one condyle are: (1) on
the side of injury, a short, wide condyle and ramus; a longer, heavier, and
posteriorly directed coronoid process; a shallow sigmoid notch; a short
body; an antegonial notch; and fullness of the face; (2) on the opposite,
uninjured side, elongation of the body and a flat appearance of the face;
and (3) malocclusion, with the mandible skewed toward the side of the
affected condyle.

With a bilateral condylar growth arrest there is usually a symmetrical
lack of growth of the mandible. This is characterized by the vogelgesicht or
bird face, a short mandible, with the chin retruded to about the level of the
hyoid bone. Antegonial notching is present bilaterally. The teeth are mal-
posed, impacted, and unerupted, and some of them may be in the ramus.

Local Causes

Any local interference, such as trauma, inflammation, and radiation,
which will affect the condylar growth site will alter the orderly progression
of development and will result in some type of mandibular deformity.

Trauma

Growth arrest of the mandibular condyle may result from birth trauma
(sometimes sustained during forceps or breech deliveries) directly to the
joint area or transmitted from another part of the jaw. Some degree of
facial paralysis may be noted at the time of injury but the deformity is usu-
ally not discovered until months afterward. Later in life trauma sustained
directly to the joint or to the chin (a scar may be noted) with the force
transmitted to the condyle may result in an underdeveloped mandible due
to arrested growth.

The effects of removal of the mandibular condyle or condyles on
the growth of the mandible were demonstrated most dramatically in



108  Craniofacial Biology and Craniofacial Surgery

experiments on monkeys (see Chaps. 3 and 4). In the animals in which
only one condyle was removed, the ramus of that side was considerably
shorter and somewhat wider than on the unoperated-on side. The failure
of the ramus (and coronoid process) to grow posteriorly and its altered
configuration may be explained by the absence of the condylar growth site.
The angle at which the ramus met the body approached more nearly a
right angle in the operated-on jaws than in the normal, which tended
toward the obtuse. Blair' stated that where limitation of motion was due
to a scar, the ramus may become abnormally broad anteroposteriorly, and
he explained this by a failure of the normal resorption of the anterior
border of the ramus.

Clinically, patients with condylar growth arrest and mandibular
deformity may have disturbances in the eruption and the position of
teeth, particularly in the region of the affected ramus. This is true for at
least two reasons. First, there is a lack of increase in the height of the
mandibular ramus to open the space between the upper and lower jaws
into which the teeth erupt and the alveolar processes grow. Second, pos-
terior growth of the ramus is affected, so that length of the body of the
mandible is less, with not as much room for the eruption of the teeth. It
is well known that the dependence of tooth eruption upon the growth of
bone(s) is considerable.

Inflammation

Inflammation on an infectious basis is another important cause of
underdevelopment of the mandible. Primary infection of the condylar
cartilage is uncommon. More frequent is the spread of regional infec-
tion to this area. In the past, otitis media, as a result of an upper respi-
ratory infection, or scarlet fever was a frequent antecedent to
suppuration of the temporomandibular region. With the advent of the
antibiotics this complication is now seldom seen. Growth arrest may
also result, secondary to a dental infection, with spread to the regional
tissues and the joint.

Osteomyelitis of the temporomandibular joint is rare. If it does occur
during the period of active growth, it may inhibit or decrease condylar
growth activity on the affected side, with a resultant asymmetrical mandible.
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Radiation damage in this area has also produced growth arrests, as is evi-
denced clinically and experimentally.

ANKYLOSIS AND CONDYLAR RESECTION

Deformity and ankylosis of the mandible are frequently found occurring
together. Because of this, the deformity of the jaw is sometimes mistakenly
believed to be a result of the ankylosis. Actually, both the deformity of the
jaw and the ankylosis have been caused by the same etiologic agent. Thus,
a child may have a middle ear infection which spread to the temporo-
mandibular joint and affected both the condylar growth site and the tem-
poromandibular joint. As a result the ankylosis is manifest early, whereas
the growth deformity is not apparent until later.

In patients with almost complete inability to open the mouth, where
condylar growth has not been affected, such as in a false or extra-articular
ankylosis, there is no deformity of the jaw. In addition, where the tem-
poromandibular joint has been affected on only one side with condylar
growth arrest and ankylosis, the characteristic findings are not seen on the
opposite side of the jaw.

Blair' described the change of the fulcrum and the type of lever of the
mandible subsequent to bilateral condylar resection. He believed that,
after removal of both condyles, the masticatory muscles would pull the
mandible up into the fossa posteriorly and, thus, produce an open bite in
the region of the incisors. To offset this he fixed the jaws in occlusion and,
after several weeks, felt that a muscular balance was established that closely
simulated normal movement.

The condyle plays a vital role in mandibular and facial growth.
Before this important growth site is damaged or removed in children,
due consideration should be given to the serious deformity which must
result. Thus, in children with ankylosis of the temporomandibular joint,
it may be desirable to postpone resection of the condyle until maximal
mandibular growth has been attained. It should be determined whether
or not the growth site of the condyle has been destroyed. This can be
evaluated by taking serial cephalometric roentgenographs at 6—12-month
intervals. If the study indicates that growth activity is continuing,
postponement of surgical intervention should be considered to avoid
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a more severe growth arrest. This does not constitute a problem in
adults.

Systemic Causes
Hereditary and congenital conditions

Chondrodystrophia fetalis (achondroplasia). In this condition there is a
hereditary dysfunction of cartilage characterized by a failure to con-
tribute the normal degree of growth. The result is a dwarf exhibiting
short limbs and lack of development of the middle third of the face, with
concomitant deep saddling of the nose, relative bulging of the forehead
and a relative mandibular prognathism. Since the important growth site
of the mandible, i.e. the condyle, also contains cartilage, the last finding
seems paradoxical. One explanation may be that the condylar cartilage is
covered by connective tissue and, thus, it normally grows appositionally,
as well as interstitially.” Since, in chondrodystrophy, only interstitial
proliferation of cartilage is arrested and not appositional, the epiphyseal
cartilages cease to grow altogether. The cartilage in the condyle of the
mandible can continue its growth under those circumstances because
appositional growth of the cartilage compensates, at least partly, for the
loss of interstitial growth.

Another explanation for the relative prognathism is based on the
number of growth sites in the skull and mandible. The two main sites of
growth in the cranial base are the spheno-occipital and sphenoethmoidal
synchondroses, while there is only one in the mandible, i.e. the condylar
cartilage. Premature cessation of cartilaginous growth and, consequently,
premature synostosis of the bones, causes permanent cessation of growth
in the region. Since there are two main growth centers in the cranial base
and only one in the mandible, it is quite possible that lack of total incre-
mental growth in the latter region will not be affected as much as the two
together in the cranial base.

Mandibular micrognathia (Pierre Robin syndrome) occurs as a con-
genital anomaly associated with cleft palate, glossoptosis, inspiratory
retraction of the sternum, cyanosis, and malnutrition. The mandible
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possesses remarkable potentialities for downward and forward movement
in patients with mandibular micrognathia. Thus, the glossoptosis is mini-
mized and spontaneous resolution of the respiratory and feeding prob-
lems occurs. In most instances, the increment of mandibular growth, as
related to total facial growth, is sufficient to overcome the extreme lack of
development of the chin that is observed at birth.

Attempts have been made to stimulate the growth of the mandible by
a variety of mechanical devices or surgical procedures. For example, a spe-
cial nursing bottle was designed to force the infant to protrude the
mandible to obtain nourishment and, by this protrusion, to stimulate
mandibular growth.* The nursing care probably enabled the infant to sur-
vive until mandibular growth was sufficient to provide a more adequate
airway. In another report, continuous traction on the mandible was main-
tained by circumferential wiring at the symphysis. The authors claimed
growth-stimulating properties for this procedure.” Mandibular growth
probably occurred spontaneously and not as a result of the traction. In this
procedure care must be taken that the circumferential wire does not cut
through the mandible. Suturing the tongue to the lip has been done to
improve the airway.® Distraction osteogenesis is the desired technique
today.

Micrognathia occurs in offspring whose mothers received X-ray irra-
diation for hemorrhage, myoma, or carcinoma of the uterus, while preg-
nant. Several such cases were reported by Leist in 1920. They were
associated with microcephalus, micro-obthalmus, and deficiency in the
dentition.”

Other anomalies. Various other congenital anomalies — usually uni-
lateral but sometimes bilateral — of the temporomandibular joint and
related structures have been reported. They range from underdevelopment
of only the condyle to underdevelopment of one side of the face with asso-
ciated malocclusion. The condylar and coronoid processes, the lower
ramus, and even part of the mandibular body may be absent. Associated
with this, the external ear may be abnormal in configuration, size, and
position, or partially or totally absent. The external opening of the audi-
tory canal is sometimes unexposed and the canal, the middle and inner
ears, and temporal bone may be deficient.
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Inflammatory lesions

In addition to the local and regional causes, the hematogenous and
general ones may also retard condylar growth. This is true of the sup-
purative arthritis of gonococcal origin, which now, however, is seldom
seen. The organisms responsible for osteomyelitis at a distant site may
spread via the bloodstream to the temporomandibular joint and set up
a new focus with resulting ankylosis and growth arrest. Rheumatoid
arthritis may also be a cause. In fact, this may be the first joint to man-
ifest clinical symptoms. Evidence indicates that the proliferation of car-
tilage in the condylar head is inhibited in this disease. This probably
occurs in much the same manner as involvement of joints elsewhere
in the body. Since the temporomandibular joint is critical to normal
mandibular development, a symmetrical lack of growth of the mandible
results.

Dietary deficiencies

There are a number of articles dealing mostly with the effects on the grow-
ing mandibular condyle of vitamin-deficient diets and of excessive or defi-
cient amounts of hormones. Because these agents (or lack of them) have a
systemic effect, the manifestations seen in the condylar cartilage area are
only part of the total picture. Congenital anomalies have been produced in
young animals when the fetal environment has been influenced by changes
in atmospheric pressure,® deficiencies in the maternal diet of single nutri-
tional elements,” !
cal and actinic factors.

excessive intake of vitamin A,"? and various mechani-
13,14

Since growth of the condyle is by endochondral ossification, as in an
epiphysis, dietary restrictions, which affect various cartilaginous growth
sites, will also alter the growth and development of the mandible. For
example, in rachitic children the reduced cartilaginous growth not only
produces a shortness of the extremities, but also results in a marked
facial disharmony. Delayed eruption and malpositioning of the teeth also
occur, since the intermaxillary space required for eruption is decreased
as a result of the shorter ramus. In turn, the anterior border of the ramus
fails to resorb at the time the teeth are about to erupt. Normal eruption



Surgery of the Mandible 113

of the teeth is entirely dependent upon the normal growth of the
mandibular ramus, which in turn may be directed by the activity of the
condylar cartilage.

Rats fed rachitogenic diets showed an increased thickness of the
condylar cartilage and a clubbing of the condyle, with similar findings for
the epiphyseal and articular cartilages."” Pantothenic acid,'® tryptophane'’
and riboflavin'®-deficient diets inhibit normal growth and development of
the cartilage in the mandibular condyle of mice. No specific information
was reported, however, on mandibular growth.

Endocrine disturbances: Cretinism

The severe and striking effects of hypothyroidism are seen in under-
stature and disproportion. Cephalometric studies of cretins revealed
a generalized retardation of growth, within the facial area.” The head
is too large for the body and the cranial skeleton is larger than the
facial skeleton. The synchondroses at the cranial base and the sutures
remain open. The teeth are retarded in development and in eruption,
but their size is not affected. Therefore, the teeth and the alveolar
process seem overly large for the body of the maxilla and mandible.
Retardation in anteroposterior facial growth is induced by the lag in the
development of the cranial base, which normally carries the upper part
of the face forward. The mandibular ramus normally grows posteriorly
because of the association of the condyle with the mandibular fossa of
the bone.

OVERDEVELOPMENT OF THE MANDIBLE
Local Causes

Bone tissue, despite its hard, calcified nature, is highly adaptive to differ-
ent degrees of tension and pressure. Local enlargement of the mandible in
the child or adult may be a result of intrinsic factors (tumors) or extrinsic
factors (enlarged tongue). In these instances the increase in size is a result
of increased apposition of bone, which may be accompanied by some
resorption of bone.
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Intrinsic factors: Tumors

The basic and dual response of resorption and apposition is evident in the
reaction of bone to the pressure of growing tumors. Despite the spread
of a tumor, the bone does not always become perforated, tending instead
to maintain itself with only gradual changes in size and shape. The bone
tissue is resorbed in the path of the tumor pressure but, at the same time,
the loss and weakening of bone are compensated for by the formation of
new bone along the periosteal surface away from the tumor. If destruction
of bone proceeds at a greater rate than the compensatory formation of new
bone, a pathologic fracture may result.

Extrinsic factors: Enlarged tongue

While true macroglossia (local or systemic) is rare, relative macroglossia is
not infrequently encountered in children and, particularly, infants. The
absolute size of the tongue is not nearly as important as its size relative to
the oral cavity. At birth the tongue normally is positioned between the
gum pads of the jaws. Since the jaws increase in size more rapidly than
the tongue, it is eventually contained within the dental arches. In some
instances where there is an overdevelopment of the muscular part of the
tongue or in cases of lymphangioma, which may form internally and cause
a diffuse general enlargement, the pressure of the oversize tongue against
the lingual aspect of the mandible may result in increased apposition of
bone on the labial surface.

Idiopathic
Unilateral hyperplasia of the mandibular condyle

This condition is characterized by a slowly progressive unilateral enlarge-
ment of the mandible, facial asymmetry, and shifting of the midpoint of
the chin to the unaffected side with cross-bite malocclusion. The discrep-
ancy between the two sides of the mandible usually first becomes appar-
ent during the second decade of life. As a result of hyperactivity or
persistent activity of the condylar growth site, the ramus and body of that
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side are longer and larger than those of the opposite side of the mandible.
Concomitant with increased downward movement of the mandible and
the teeth which it carries, there is a compensatory eruption of the maxil-
lary teeth and downward growth of maxillary alveolar bone in an attempt
to maintain the teeth in occlusion.

For reasons unknown at this time, sometimes trauma, either one
condylar growth site becomes more active than the other or at a later
period in life the growth activity persists in one, while the other condyle is
no longer active. Rushton® relates enlargement of the condyle to abnor-
mally rapid chondrogenesis with subsequent ossification. The histological
picture is approximately normal. In addition, the condition is self-limiting
and, thus, not truly neoplastic. Rushton further states that a diagnosis of
chondroma was made during the period when growth was still active and
that of osteoma after growth had ceased.

Patients with overgrowth of one side of the mandible seek treatment
because of (1) the impaired masticatory function, (2) the asymmetry, and
(3) pain. Thus, treatment is directed toward the correction of these three
problems. In some instances osteotomy of the condylar neck or ramus of
the involved side and repositioning of the mandible will suffice. The treat-
ment of choice is usually resection of the condyle. Sometimes osteotomy
of the unaffected side of the mandible is also necessary, to obtain the
desired repositioning. Postoperatively, the jaws are fixed in occlusion for
several weeks, to avoid or minimize overshifting of the midpoint of the
chin in a unilateral resection and opening of the bite anteriorly in a bilat-
eral resection. At postmortem in monkeys after uni- or bilateral removal
of the mandibular condyles, fibrous tissue had formed in the resected area
(see Chap. 3). It was integrally united with the ramus and articulated with
the temporal bone. Thus, the fibrous tissue served as a support for the
mandible. Although improvement is obtained with surgical repositioning
of the mandible, preoperative and postoperative orthodontic treatment
will result in a more exact occlusion. In addition, the orthodontic appli-
ances can be utilized to keep the jaws in occlusion with intermaxillary
wires or elastics. The bony overgrowth of the mandibular body and ramus
will tend to correct itself slowly by remodeling. The timing of surgical
treatment is an important consideration in children. For instance, if the
hyperactive condylar growth site is removed or arrested, the once-larger
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side of the mandible may eventually fall behind the unoperated-on
growing side.

Prenatal unilateral hypertrophy of the face

In prenatal unilateral hypertrophy of the face (and sometimes including
other parts of the body), not only are the jaws and teeth larger on one side
but also the other facial bones and the soft structures, including the ear.
Although this condition is present at birth, the differences become
accentuated with growth.

Prognathic mandible

The patient with a symmetrically prominent mandible frequently presents
for cosmetic treatment of deformity and improvement of impaired masti-
catory function. The deformity may be the cause of personality changes.
The prognathic mandible is larger and in a more forward position than the
maxilla, so that the chin appears to be unduly prominent. In addition, the
normal intermaxillary relationship between the teeth is disturbed, so that
the mandibular teeth are more anterior to the comparable ones in the
maxilla. While there may be considerable morphologic variation within
the group of prognathic mandibles, they do have the following character-
istic features in common: (1) the mandibular angle tends to be more
obtuse, (2) the sigmoid notch forms the arc of a larger circle, (3) the
condylar neck is longer and narrower, and (4) the linear distance between
the head of the condyle and the gnathion (a point on the chin) is greater
than in the normal mandible.

No definite etiologic factors have been implicated. It is possible that
some of the skeletal dyscrasias of the face are present at birth and they pro-
ceed to unfold with growth. This is probably the case in the development
of the true prognathic mandible as a result of a hyperactive growth site at
the mandibular condyle. In rare instances the size of the mandible is nor-
mal, until some later time when pituitary dysfunction (giantism and
acromegaly) leads to an overgrowth and very characteristic prognathism.

The primary indications for surgical treatment of the prognathic
mandible are the improvement of mastication and esthetics. Many different
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surgical procedures have been utilized to reposition the mandible. Surgery
and orthodontia complement each other in treatment of the prognathic
mandible. The surgery permits extensive repositioning of the jaw.
Orthodontic treatment serves to eliminate tooth interference which might
prevent a comfortable, balanced bite and, postoperatively, the orthodontic
appliance provides a positive means of controlling the jaw relations with
the use of intermaxillary rubber bands or wires.

Endocrine Disturbances: Giantism and Acromegaly

Overactivity of the eosinophilic cells of the anterior lobe of the pituitary
gland may affect the growth of the jaws. This is well illustrated in giantism
and acromegaly.

Giantism

In giantism there is a proportionate overdevelopment of the osseous sys-
tem before the epiphyses have closed. Some parts of the body complete
their growth so soon after birth that even an early onset of the disease has
no influence on them. The brain and other higher sense organs are in this
category and a disproportion of skull and face is, therefore, found to
develop. Secondary to lack of growth of the cranial skeleton, a disharmony
between the upper and lower jaws may develop. The upper facial skeleton
is at least partly dependent for its growth on that of the cranial base to
which it is attached. Giants show a preponderance of growth in the facial
skeleton and sometimes a massiveness and protrusion of the mandible. In
the jaws there is a marked disproportion between the size of the crowns of
the teeth, which show no enlargement, and the size of the jaw bones.

Acromegaly

In contrast to giantism or hyperpituitarism of adolescence, acromegaly or
hyperpituitarism of the adult is characterized by the development of strik-
ing disharmonies of the body. Statural growth is not affected because the
disease sets in after the epiphyses have closed, but the skeleton shows
increased density and overgrowth of osteophytic prominences.
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The central feature of the acromegalic changes in the skull is the enor-
mous enlargement of the mandible. This is due to the “growth potential” of
the mandibular condyle. As in other bones, periosteal appositional growth
is stimulated by the growth hormone. This growth does not keep pace,
however, with endochondral-like condylar growth. Excessive growth of the
condyle, one of the most striking signs of the disease, causes the mandible
to grow out of proportion to the maxillae, resulting in a protrusion of the
lower jaw or mandibular prognathism, with increases in the mandibular
angle. The tongue becomes quite enlarged, which may be responsible for
increased apposition of the anterior border of the mandible.

DISTORTION OF THE MANDIBLE

Extrinsic and intrinsic factors affecting the growing condyle can consider-
ably alter the growth pattern of the mandible. Local enlargement of the
mandible may occur from intrinsic factors, such as a tumor, or extrinsic
factors, such as an enlarged tongue.

In addition to the above, the changes brought about by scar contrac-
ture should also be considered. In this group the more prominent change
in the mandible is in shape rather than size. Thus, the patient with a scar
contracture extending from the mandible to the neck and chest as a result
of a burn may eventually develop a distortion of the anterior part of the
mandible with an opening of the bite. This bowing develops in spite of the
fact that the mandible is a movable bone. The extent and type of distor-
tion will vary, of course, with the contracture.

Another example is that seen in torticollis, or wryneck. In this instance
the shortened sternomastoid muscle alters the normal position of the head
and an asymmetry develops of not only the mandible but also the entire
skull. The length, height, and development of bony and soft parts are less
than normal on the side of the torticollis and perhaps greater than normal
on the opposite side. The maxillary alveolar part seems unusually high on
the unaffected side; and low on the affected side. These findings may be a
result of pressure on the ramus, and particularly the condyle, thereby caus-
ing a condylar growth inhibition. The hyoid group of muscles may also
play a role. Early correction of these extrinsic factors is important, to avoid
severe deformities.



Surgery of the Mandible 119

OTHER SURGICAL CONSIDERATIONS
Chronic Anterior Dislocation of the Mandible

Gross studies of the temporomandibular joint in monkeys after resection
of the mandibular condyle showed considerable change of the mandibu-
lar fossa, the postglenoid process, and the articular eminence. From those
studies one would expect similar changes after chronic anterior disloca-
tion of the mandible. Very likely there are also changes in the shape and
size of the condyle. Thus, it is not surprising that after a certain length
of time the dislocation is not reducible. Although some have obtained
reduction by means of general anesthesia or elastics and bite blocks, a
subcondylar osteotomy may be found to be necessary.
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CHAPTER 10B

The Mandible: Clinical Considerations

The accepted timing and techniques used for clinical correction of
mandibular anomalies are rooted in the Sarnat animal experimental data
described previously in this unit. The shape and size of the fetal mandible
change drastically during growth and development. In the neonatal
mandible the ramus is wide and short; the coronoid process projects above
the condyle; the body projects anteriorly and contains buds and partial
crowns of deciduous teeth; the neurovascular canal runs low near the
inferior border and the two halves of the body join at the menti as
a syndesmosis.'

The growth pattern is influenced by the physiologic stress or func-
tional matrix that acts on the bone. The temporalis muscle influences the
coronoid process. The masseter and medial pterygoid muscles influence
the angle and ramus. The alveolar unit is influenced by the teeth.
Interestingly, Sarnat also showed that in the mature mandible, loss of
physiologic integrity of the TMJ region resulted in mandible bone resorp-
tion and decreased lower face height.?

PEDIATRIC MANDIBULAR TRAUMA

Treatment of pediatric mandibular trauma has been influenced by the
Sarnat data on mandibular growth. Damage to the condylar cartilages lim-
its the growth potential of the mandible. With such trauma the normal
downward and forward growth may be restricted. A bilateral condylar
injury may result in micrognathia (small mandible) and a Class IT maloc-
clusion. A unilateral injury may result in an asymmetry or lateral deviation
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of the mandible. In a child with a condylar fracture aggressive surgical cor-
rection with exposure and manipulation of the fractured condylar seg-
ment may result in devascularization of the fracture segment. This may
further jeopardize the condylar growth site and result in a significant post-
traumatic mandibular deformity in the long term. Thus, with pediatric
mandibular condylar trauma, it is advisable to proceed with caution.

Typically, for pediatric condylar fractures a closed approach with
placement in maxillomandibular fixation is used in the majority of cases.
Alternative treatment of the injured condyle may be necessary for
(1) fractures into the middle temporal fossa, (2) fractures with significant
lateral displacement of the condylar segment, (3) fractures with associ-
ated foreign bodies or (4) bilateral condylar fractures with loss of ramal
height, particularly panfacial fractures.’” For these cases endoscopic
approaches with more minimal dissection for reduction and fixation may
be considered.

MANDIBULAR ASYMMETRY

Mandibular asymmetry may result from growth disturbances. Etiopatho-
genesis of this asymmetry may be from condylar problems, such as with
unilateral condylar hyperplasia (overgrowth) or pediatric condylar trauma
with neck shortening; or cranial base problems, such as with torticollis or
unilateral craniosynostosis.

With both condylar hyperplasia and condylar shortening from
trauma, mandibular asymmetry with a midline incisor discrepancy and
mandibular shift when opening may not be truly evident until a patient is
close to skeletal maturity. Treatment involves orthodontics (possibly with
fixed edgewise appliance therapy) and orthognathic surgery (bilateral
sagittal split osteotomy of the mandibular ramus).

Asymmetries translated from the cranial base may be profound and
nearly impossible to correct. Torticollis with a tightened, shortened stern-
ocleidomastoid muscle may result in the anterior positioning of the
glenoid fossa and shifting of the condylar position. The asymmetry may
involve the entire craniofacial skeleton, such that a clinician cannot deter-
mine the true midline. Many patients with asymmetric prognathism
actually have mild, unrecognized torticollis.*
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MANDIBULAR DEVIATION WITH UNILATERAL CORONAL SYNOSTOSIS

Our laboratory undertook a study to investigate whether this mandibular
asymmetry resolved after correction of unilateral coronal synostosis.’
With unilateral coronal synostosis, mandibular dysmorphology has been
seen clinically.® In patients with unilateral coronal synostosis, the nasal
root deviates toward the affected side and the chin point deviates away
from the affected side. For our study we used familial, nonsyndromic rab-
bits with unilateral coronal synostosis which were bred at the University of
Pittsburgh.®” The animals in the study group underwent “correction” with
resection of the affected suture. Control or “uncorrected” rabbits with
unilateral coronal synostosis and normal, wild-type rabbits (n = 36; three
equal groups of 12) were used for comparison.

Our results showed that among the mature, mandibular specimens,
wild-type rabbits showed equal side-to-side measurements. The control,
uncorrected unilateral coronal synostosis rabbits showed mandibular
asymmetry (Fig. 10.1). Data was recorded as follows: on the affected
side — longer ramal height (15%), shorter ramal width (13%), longer
body height (10%), and shorter body width (13%). By contrast, 10 of 11
corrected unilateral coronal synostosis specimens showed no side-to-side
differences.

Serial lateral cephalograms obtained at 10, 25, 42, and 84 days showed
no asymmetries in wild-type rabbits, as expected. However, in the uncor-
rected unilateral coronal synostosis rabbits, progressive asymmetries in the
ramal height and mandibular length were documented. By contrast, in
the corrected unilateral coronal synostosis rabbits, existing asymmetries
at 10 and 25 days improved by 42 days and were not seen by maturity, at
84 days.

There were no asymmetries in condylar shape or condylar volume in
any of the three groups. Cranial base measurements showed asymmetries
of the uncorrected unilateral coronal synostosis specimens that were con-
sistent with an anteriorly positioned glenoid fossa on the affected side.
However, only 1 of 11 corrected unilateral coronal synostosis specimens
showed similar cranial base asymmetries. Thus, our data showed that
mandibular asymmetries in nonsyndromic, familial rabbits with unilateral
coronal synostosis are progressive with growth but improve after correction
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Fig. 10.1 Lateral cephalograms of rabbit skulls (at age 84 days). Above: Uncorrected
right unilateral coronal synostosis demonstrating overlapping of the inferior mandibular
border and mandibular angle, suggesting mandibular asymmetry. Below: Corrected right
unilateral coronal synostosis demonstrating only one line of the inferior mandibular
border, representing a symmetric mandible.
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of synostosis. Thus, with each removal of fused coronal sutures down
to the cranial base we ameliorated facial and mandibular growth
disturbances in our experimental rabbits. In humans, clinically, this
improvement is not seen in all patients. The reasons for this are under
investigation.

PIERRE ROBIN SEQUENCE

Pierre Robin sequence consists of micrognathia, a secondary U-shaped cleft
palate, and glossoptosis. With severe micrognathia, the tongue occupies a
greater portion of the oropharynx, resulting in glossoptosis. In embryologic
development at eight weeks’ gestation, the vertically oriented palatal shelves
are prevented from collapsing into a horizontal position before fusion in
the midline by the intervening tongue.

Patients born with more mild-to-moderate micrognathia are treated
conservatively. They have upper airway obstruction that may be safely
managed with sideway or prone positioning or with a temporary nasopha-
ryngeal tube. This treatment is based on the expectation of “catch-up”
mandibular growth during the first two years of life. With this mandibu-
lar body anterior growth, the tongue and epiglottis are pulled away from
the posterior pharyngeal wall and the upper airway obstruction is allevi-
ated. Although there is always some growth and functional improvement
over time, often subsequent orthognathic mandibular advancement is
required at maturity.

By contrast, infants with Pierre Robin sequence with more severe
micrognathia may have significant upper airway obstruction prob-
lems.”'” Although the traditional treatment for management of this
severe upper airway obstruction is tracheostomy, neonatal mandibular
lengthening with distraction osteogenesis has been successfully used
(Fig. 10.2). This newer treatment avoids a tracheostomy and its
long-term complications of growth and language delay. The history,
biology, and overall process of distraction are important to review, since
it has had such a large impact on craniofacial techniques and treatment
planning.
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Fig. 10.2 Neonatal mandibular lengthening with distraction osteogenesis:

(A-1) preoperative frontal view, (B-1) preoperative lateral view (after 20 mm of mandibu-
lar lengthening), (A-2) postoperative frontal view, (B-2) postoperative lateral view.

DISTRACTION OSTEOGENESIS

Distraction osteogenesis has become an important technique for craniofa-
cial surgery over the last 18 years. Recent research and development has
centered around (1) identifying appropriate indications for the distraction
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procedures, (2) perfecting distraction instrumentation and devices, and
(3) understanding the biology of distraction within membranous bone.
For the craniofacial surgeon, distraction osteogenesis has been a bridge
toward tissue engineering techniques. It offers the benefit of reduced mor-
bidity without a need for bone grafting. In addition, there is the theoretic
improvement of decreased relapse from less soft tissue recoil postproce-
dure, due to the gradual lengthening of the distraction technique.

History

The history of distraction osteogenesis resides in the history of fracture
repair with the use of continuous traction for the reduction of displaced
fractures. Distraction osteogenesis techniques have been modified from
the traditional techniques of osteotomies and bone fixation. Early in the
20th century distraction lengthening in the lower extremity was fraught
with problems from infectious complications and bony nonunion.
Beginning in the 1950’s, Ilizarov made great strides in optimizing the
distraction process in lower extremities with his external ringed appliances
in over 15,000 cases.!!

The history of distraction in the craniofacial skeleton begins with ani-
mal experimentation on the mandible in the 1970’s; however, it was not
until 1989 that McCarthy initiated the clinical use of distraction with
human mandibular lengthening."? Since then, distraction has been suc-
cessfully performed on patients with various craniofacial hypoplasias
(craniofacial microsomia, Pierre Robin sequence, Treacher—Collins syn-
drome, Nager syndrome), temporomandibular joint ankylosis, craniofa-
cial dysostosis (for midface and forehead deficiencies), posttraumatic
deformities, and on most bony regions of the craniofacial skeleton
(mandible, maxilla, zygomatic/malar, orbital, frontal/forehead, parietal
and occipital, sphenoidal, and even the cranial base).

Biology

As with fracture healing, distraction of osteogenesis involves: (1) an initial
injury (the osteotomy), (2) a recruitment of cells (including mesenchymal
stem cells and preosteoblasts), (3) a mechanical linear force (from the
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distraction device to induce and direct the formation of both hard and
soft tissues), and (4) callus formation (mineralization of bone with con-
solidation). The term “osteogenesis” (formation of vascularized bone
de novo) should be differentiated from the terms “osteoconduction”
(creeping substitution of new bone into the peripheral regions of an
implant) and “osteoinduction” (new bone induction with the use of
growth factors)."”

There are three phases of distraction: latency, activation and consoli-
dation. Latency is the period immediately following the osteotomy.
Typically, the latency for craniofacial distraction is 0—2 days, except with a
monobloc distraction procedure, where a 1-week latency period is benefi-
cial (to allow for mucosal healing between the subdural space and nasal
sinuses before beginning distraction)."

Activation involves rate, rhythm, length, and molding. A standard rate
of distraction is 1 mm per day. Any major variation of this may result in
fibrous union (rate = too fast) or premature consolidation (rate = too slow).
(However, with neonatal distraction faster rates of up to 2 mm per day are
necessary.) A rhythm or frequency of turning the distractor arm of two
times per day is often used; however, it is yet to be determined scientifically
whether this rhythm is superior to a more frequent interval or even con-
tinuous distraction. The length of distraction may often be determined
preoperatively and is predicted by the size of the defect or the amount of
length necessary to correct a functional problem (e.g. upper airway
obstruction). Molding the new “generate bone” is possible because of the
plasticity of the region prior to consolidation. Molding may be done to
close an open bite, correct form or improve symmetry. Guiding the gener-
ate bone may be done with multivector distractors, dental elastic bands or
other external force.

Consolidation involves the mineralization and hardening of the new
bone formed by the distraction osteogenesis process. The study of zones in
the distraction site has shown that the peripheral zones (close to the
osteotomy sites) begin and end consolidation sooner than the central
zones (Fig. 10.3). The time of full consolidation may vary but is generally
between 6 and 12 weeks following the completion of distraction. Internal
distraction devices are often kept in place for 3 months. External devices are
usually removed at 6 weeks, because of their cuambersome nature (Fig. 10.4).
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Fig. 10.3 Zones of distraction osteogenesis: 4 = mature bone at the original site of
osteotomy; 3 = remodeling region undergoing consolidation; 2 = transition region organized
fibrous region beginning ossification; 1 = fibrous region with cells organized along distrac-
tion tension lines.

Fig. 10.4 Patient images displaying an external distraction device both pre- and post-

distraction. Note the improved chin point.
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Slower mineralization and the need for a longer consolidation time occur
in older patients, patients with prior exposure to radiation and patients
who develop infections.

Mandibular Distraction

Mandibular distraction allows for (1) the formation of vascularized
mandibular bone to correct hypoplasias and (2) the expansion of the
regional soft tissue envelope. It is commonly used in growing patients with
skeletal deformities; however, it may also be used in skeletally mature
patients who require extremely large advancements."” The use of conven-
tional techniques with large advancements (>10 mm) may result in con-
siderable relapse and undue stress on the inferior alveolar nerve. In general,
for shorter advancements in skeletally mature patients, conventional
techniques for mandibular advancement (like orthognathic—bilateral
sagittal split osteotomy of the mandible, etc.) are preferred. The advantage
to an orthognathic procedure is that a patient may obtain optimal occlu-
sion in just one operation.

Indications for mandibular distraction include: micrognathia (with
upper airway obstruction, obstructive sleep apnea, or tracheostomy
dependency), mandibular asymmetry (craniofacial microsomia), and
severe class IT malocclusion (Table 10.1). The modified Pruzansky classifi-
cation system for bilateral or unilateral mandibular hypoplasias is useful
in describing severity seen radiographically and in planning treatment
options. The four types in the Pruzansky classification include: Grade 1
(only mild hypoplasia) mandibles have a normal configuration but have a
reduction in ramal and condylar size; Grade Ila (small but anatomic TM]J)
mandibles have a small, malformed condyle but the relation to the glenoid
fossa is maintained; Grade IIb (anomalous TMJ]) mandibles have no gle-
noid fossa and the condyle is medially displaced; Grade III (completely
absent TM]J) mandibles lack a condyle, ramus and glenoid fossa.'®

Devices and Vectors

Preoperative preparation for mandibular distractions involves choosing an
appropriate device (external or internal) and planning the length and
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Table 10.1 Indications for Mandibular
Distraction

(1) Micrognathia
(a) Upper airway obstruction
(b) Obstructive sleep apnea
(c) Tracheostomy dependency

(2) Mandibular asymmetry
(a) Craniofacial microsomia

(3) Severe Class IT malocclusion (skeletally mature)

vector of distraction. Preoperative radiographic evaluations may include a
panoramic radiograph, a lateral cephalogram and a 3D CT scan (particu-
larly for visualization of the temporomandibular joint region).

External mandibular devices were the first to be designed and used.
They offer the advantage of ease of placement and removal. However,
external devices are more likely to become dislodged during the distrac-
tion process. As mentioned above, shorter consolidation times have been
used because of the cumbersome nature of the devices. Although a multi-
planar device offers the ability to adjust the distraction vector, less preci-
sion may occur because of the increased distance from the osteotomy to
the body of the device and because of pin loosening or bending. In addi-
tion, with the external devices pin care is necessary and external scarring
results from the pins."

Internal mandibular distraction devices offer the advantage of being
hidden from sight so that the patients more often return to school during
the consolidation phase. Disadvantages include: the application may be
technically more difficult, there are more limitations on length and more
subperiosteal stripping may be required. Although theoretically this more
extensive undermining may decrease blood supply, it has not been shown
clinically that bone healing with internal distraction is inferior to external
distraction. Internal mandibular devices may be uniplanar, telescopic (a
shorter initial rod that lengthens more), have a right angle activation arm
(for vertical vector placement), be curvilinear or have another design.

The distraction vector may be horizontal, vertical or oblique. The
position of the distraction device (the orientation of the distraction rod),
not the osteotomy position, determines the vector. A horizontal vector is
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chosen for mandibular body deficiencies, including bilateral microg-
nathias like Pierre Robin sequence.” An oblique or vertical vector is
important for lengthening the mandibular ramus in most other cases,
as in Treacher—Collins syndrome or craniofacial microsomia. After
mandibular lengthening, before consolidation, the generate bone may be
molded with external forces (elastic bands) to optimize the final distrac-
tion vector.

Neonatal Distraction

The purpose of neonatal mandibular distraction is to correct upper airway
obstruction so as to avoid a tracheostomy.'” Although a tracheostomy may
be life-saving for a newborn with micrognathia, it may be complicated by
tracheitis, pneumonia, laryngomalacia, bleeding from stomal granulation,
subglottic stenosis or long-term problems, such as developmental and
speech delays. Once a tracheostomy is placed in a newborn it may take years
and multiple surgical procedures to remove it (such as laser ablation for
tracheomalacia and tracheal reconstruction)."” Distraction lengthening of
the mandible corrects posterior tongue collapse and elevates the epiglottis,
alleviating the need for even a temporary tracheostomy.

Selection of appropriate candidates for neonatal distraction involves a
multidisciplinary approach and preoperative tests. The multidisciplinary
team always includes a neonatologist, a plastic surgeon, an anesthesiologist
and a head-and-neck surgeon, and often includes a pediatric pulmonolo-
gist, a pediatric gastroenterologist and a geneticist. Patients considered
candidates for neonatal distraction have severe micrognathia and upper
airway obstruction. Patients excluded as potential candidates for neonatal
distraction require a tracheostomy and have (1) other airway lesions, like
a tracheal web, (2) central sleep apnea or (3) severe gastroesophageal
reflux. In addition, neonatal distraction is not required if the obstruction
is moderate or mild and may be controlled with prone or side positioning.
Tongue-lip adhesion or a secured nasopharyngeal tube may also be used
in these cases to temporarily control the tongue prolapse. These temporary
solutions may be offered to allow time for mandibular growth and
improvement of upper airway obstruction. Pierre Robin sequence
(micrognathia, glossoptosis, cleft palate) is the most common diagnosis



The Mandible: Clinical Considerations 133

for patients undergoing neonatal distraction but patients with
Treacher—Collins, Nager and other syndromes have also undergone the
procedure to avoid a tracheostomy.”'

CRANIOFACIAL MICROSOMIA

Craniofacial microsomia, or otomandibular dysostosis, is a disorder of the
first and second branchial arches. Typically unilateral, the asymmetry is
manifested as a spectrum of mandibular hypoplasia, deficient soft tissues
of the face and microtia (Fig. 10.5). It may be considered a constellation
of Tessier’s rare facial clefts #6, #7 and #8. Goldenhar’s syndrome, or

oculovertebral sequence, is a severe variant with colobomas of the eyelid
18,19

and cervical vertebral anomalies.

Fig. 10.5 Patient with left craniofacial microsomia or otomandibular dysostosis. This
disorder is typically unilateral and manifested as a spectrum of mandibular hypoplasia, defi-
cient soft tissues of the face and microtia. (A) Preoperative frontal view, and (B) Postoperative
frontal view after left mandibular distraction with graft lengthening and TMJ reconstruction.
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With Craniofacial Microsomia, the mandibular pathology is located
in the ramus and condylar regions. Associated dental structures are also
affected. The Pruzansky classification of the mandibular skeletal defi-
ciency, given above, provides useful diagnostic and management nomen-
clature. The timing of mandibular surgery is planned based on function
and growth. Early intervention is necessary if functional impairment
(upper airway obstruction) exists. There is an effort to limit the number
of surgical procedures required during infancy through adolescent
(Fig. 10.6). Thus, patients with craniofacial microsomia typically
undergo a mandibular distraction procedure around 6-8 years of age.
(If unilateral pathology exists overcorrection of the midline is per-
formed.) Then these patients typically require an orthognathic procedure
and orthodontic preparation at skeletal maturity (1518 years of age).

Fig. 10.6 Patient with left hemifacial microsomia: (A) predistraction with left
mandibular hypoplasia, microtia and macrostomia; (B) postdistraction after mandibular

lengthening (chin to midline) and macrostomia repair with a Z-plasty. (HK Kawamoto,
MD, DDS.)
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TREACHER-COLLINS SYNDROME

Treacher—Collins syndrome, or mandibulofacial dysostosis, like craniofa-
cial microsomia, is a constellation of Tessier rare facial clefts #6, #7 and #8.
However, unlike craniofacial microsomia, it is typically bilateral (Fig. 10.7).

Fig. 10.7 Patient with Treacher—Collins syndrome, or mandibulofacial dysostosis:
(A) preoperative frontal view; (B) postoperative frontal view after the orthognathic proce-
dure (Le Fort [, bilateral sagittal split osteotomy, osseous genioplasty), upper-to-lower eyelid
switch flap and fat grafting); (C) preoperative lateral view; (D) postoperative lateral view.
(HK Kawamoto, MD, DDS.)
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This familial autosomal dominant syndrome has a spectrum of pheno-
typic characteristics related to the soft tissue and skeletal hypoplasias. Soft
tissue features include: (1) palpebral — antimongonial slant of the fissure,
colobomas of the lower eyelid, absent eyelash of the medial 2/3 of the
lower eyelid; (2) ear — microtia, conductive hearing loss; and (3) anterior
displacement of preauricular hair.

Severe mandibular retrognathia, a steep mandibular plane, an obtuse
mandibular angle and an anterior open bite contribute to a facial profile that
is “avian.” The short ramus, obtuse gonial angle and retrusive chin that
points backward results in a micrognathia characteristic of Treacher—Collins
syndrome. The strong genioglossal muscle pull contributes to this progres-
sive mandibular dysmorphology and also creates a clinical reconstructive
challenge. In the growing Treacher—Collins patient mandibular distraction
with a vertical vector aimed at lengthening the ramus is performed
(Fig. 10.8). The skeletally mature Treacher—Collins patient may require a

Fig. 10.8 Treacher Collins patient: (A) Preoperative tracheostomy-dependent patient.

(B) Postoperative tracheostomy-free patient after mandibular distraction malar recon-
struction with cranial bone grafts and eyelid switch flaps.
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Fig. 10.9 Patient with Nager syndrome: (A) frontal view demonstrating facial features

similar to those of Treacher—Collins syndrome but more severe; the patient also has a radial
club defect of the upper extremity; (B) lateral view predistraction with tracheostomy;
(C) lateral view postdistraction after removal of tracheostomy.

double jaw orthognathic procedure after orthodontic preparation. This
orthognathic procedure for the Treacher—Collins “open bite malocclusion”
involves a Le Fort I posterior impaction, bilateral sagittal split osteotomy
and advancement and an osseous genioplasty advancement. Follow-up
studies after mandibular lengthening have reported skeletal relapse and
recurrent open bite.”*” Nager syndrome has facial deformity features simi-
lar to those of Treacher—Collins syndrome but more severe and with
additional cleft deformity of the upper extremity (Fig. 10.9).

GENIOPLASTY DISTRACTION

As mentioned above, both Treacher—Collins and Nager syndrome
mandibular hypoplasia may result in posterior collapse of the tongue base
and a decreased oropharyngeal airway. Mandibular advancement (with
mandibular distraction in the growing patient or an orthognathic proce-
dure in the mature patient) typically improves obstructive sleep apnea and
may lead to decannulation of a tracheosotomy. However, in some syn-
dromic patients, upper airway obstruction persists even after advancement.
Failure has been attributed to the musculoskeletal milieu and genetics of
these syndromic children.
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Fig. 10.10 [Illustration of the hyoid advancement procedure: (A) retraction of the
submental incision shows the infrahyoid muscular release and the hyoid advancement via
the two fascial slings from the hyoid to the anterior mandible; (B) predistraction lateral
skeleton view with genioplasty distractor in place; (C) postdistraction lateral view with
advanced genioplasty segment.

For this subset of Treacher—Collins or Nager syndrome patients with
persistent upper airway obstruction after mandibular advancement into
proper occlusion, we conducted a study at UCLA involving a new surgical
technique.” This procedure consisted of a hyoid advancement with genio-
plasty distraction (Fig. 10.10). The hyoid advancement optimized the
epiglottal position (since the hyoid has direct ligamentous attachments
to the epiglottis). The genioplasty distraction offered, potentially, a
decreased relapse compared to an acute genioplasty advancement. The tra-
ditional acute advancement fails in Treacher—Collins and Nager syndrome
patients because of the strong genioglossus and geniohyoid muscle pull
in the inferior—posterior direction. Distraction offers the advantage
of gradual lengthening of soft tissues and avoids the postoperative recoil
(Fig. 10.11).2"

Patients were separated into three groups: Group I (distraction genio-
plasty, syndromic) (n=7), Group II (acute genioplasty, syndromic) (n=38)
and Group III (acute genioplasty, nonsyndromic) (n = 10). Groups were
age- and gender-matched, with a mean age at the time of operation of 15.1
years. Outcomes of Groups I-III, with regard to skeletal relapse, were
assessed by comparing preoperative, postoperative and follow-up cephalo-
metric measurements (AX = horizontal advancement and AY = vertical
change between completion of distraction and follow-up). Outcomes with
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Fig. 10.11  Patient with Escobar syndrome and obstructive sleep apnea: (A) preopera-
tive lateral view of the patient with Class I occlusion and retrogenia; (B) postoperative lat-
eral view of the patient after genioplasty distraction with hyoid advancement (one-year
follow-up). The patient had resolution of obstructive sleep apnea.

regard to airway obstruction for Group I were assessed by comparison of
preoperative and one-year follow-up: (1) visual assessment under direct
broncholaryngoscopy, (2) sleep studies and (3) the status of tracheostomy
dependency.

Our study showed that with Group I patients the epiglottal position
was optimized in all patients. Five of 5 (100%) had resolution of their
obstructive sleep apnea and 2 of 3 (67%) achieved removal of their tra-
cheostomy. The mean distraction length for Groups I, II and III was
25.1 mm, 14 mm and 8 mm, respectively. Cephalometric measurements
showed a horizontal relapse for Groups I, II and III of 1.8 mm (10.4%),
6.8 mm (61.8%) and 0.8 mm (11.3%) with a vertical relapse of —0.8 mm
(13.8%), —6 mm (153.8%) and 0.7 mm (35%), respectively. At follow-up
for Groups I, IT and 111, 72.7%, 27.8% and 78.8% of the mechanical device
distraction translated into true horizontal (x) advancement and 26.3%,
70.7% and 16.3% translated into vertical (y) inferior migration, respec-
tively (Tables 10.2 and 10.3).



Table 10.2 Distraction Genioplasty with Hyoid Advancement for Treacher-Collins and Nager Syndrome Patients

Distraction AX AY AX AY
Age Airway Dental Length Airway | Postop— | Postop— | Follow-up— | Follow-up—

Patient | Diagnosis | (yrs) Preop Occlusion (mm) Postop Preop Preop Preop Preop

1 TCS 15 TD Class I 30 TR 25+2 -7 23£2 —8+2

2 TCS 13 TD Class I 28 TR 23+1 —4+1 22+%1 —5=+1

3 TCS 14 OSA Class I 20 Impr 16+ 1 —4+1 14+ 1 —5=+1

4 TCS 16 OSA Class I 25 Impr 21+£1 —5=+1 18+ 1 —-6=+1

5 TCS 13 OSA Mixed 25 Impr 202 5= 18+ 1 —-6=+1

6 Nager 12 TD Class I 30 TD 24+ 1 7% 21+1 —8tf1

7 Nager 21 OSA Class 11 22 Impr 18+2 —6 15+2 —-6t1

8 Nager 17 OSA Class I 21 Impr 16t1 -8+ 151 —9t1
Mean 15.1 25.1 20.1 —5.8 18.2 -6.6

Yrs = years; mm = millimeters; TCS = Treacher—Collins syndrome; Nager = Nager syndrome; TD = tracheostomy-dependent; OSA = obstructive sleep

apnea; TR = tracheostomy removed; Impr = improvement in sleep apnea; Preop = preoperative measurement; Postop = postoperative measurement;

AX = horizontal change; AY = vertical change.
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Table 10.3 Genioplasty Lateral Cephalogram Outcomes

AX (mm) | AY (mm) AX (mm) AY (mm)
Number of Length | Postop— Postop— Follow- Follow- AX (mm) AY (mm)

Technique Patients Age (yrs) | (mm) Preop Preop up—Preop up—Preop Relapse Relapse
Syndromic 8 15.1 25 20£2 -6+t1 18+£2 -7%1 1.8 (10%) .8 (14%)

Distraction

(Group I)
Syndromic Acute

(Group II) 7 16.1 14 1141 —4+1 4+1 “10+1 | 6.8(62%) | -6 (154%)
Nonsyndromic

Acute (Group III) 10 17.3 8 71 -2+1 6+t1 -1+1 8 (11%) .7 (35%)

Yrs = years; mm = millimeters; Preop = preoperative measurement; Postop = postoperative measurement; AX = horizontal change; AY = vertical change;
Relapse = difference between postoperative measurement and follow-up measurement (Postop — Follow-up); percentages are of total initial advancement

(Postop—Preop).
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Thus, data from this clinical study suggested that for a subset of
Treacher—Collins or Nager syndrome patients: (1) genioplasty distraction
with hyoid advancement is effective in relieving obstructive sleep apnea or
for removal of tracheostomy; and (2) genioplasty distraction has a lower
relapse rate and a better cosmetic outcome than acute advancement.
Furthermore, it is a viable adjunct for achieving tracheostomy removal
and resolution of OSA among refractory patients in this population.
As such, we propose its use.

TEMPOROMANDIBULAR JOINT ANKYLOSIS

Temporomandibular joint (TM]) ankylosis most commonly has a trau-
matic or infectious etiology. In the pediatric population, another common
cause is congenital ankylosis. Unlike the unilateral fibrous intra-articular
adhesions seen in traumatic ankylosis, congenital ankylosis presents with
bilateral osseous TM] unification, mandibular hypoplasia and near-total
immobility.” While this relationship is not completely understood, it is
believed that decreased dynamic movement of the TM] combined with
lack of normal mandibular function results in an absent growth stimulus
and intrinsic mandibular hypoplasia.”

Congenital TM] bony ankylosis is a rare pediatric condition that
poses a great surgical challenge. The surgical treatment goal is to both
release the joint ankylosis and lengthen the mandible with the hope of
restoring and maintaining normal TM] movement and mandibular func-
tion. To date, there has been no widely accepted protocol for the simulta-
neous treatment of congenital TM] ankylosis and mandibular hypoplasia.
Many protocols have been used, with varying success, for the independ-
ent treatment of acquired TM]J fibrous ankylosis and congenital
mandibular hypoplasia.

Historically, traumatic TMJ ankylosis has been treated with aggressive
resection, articular lining with autogenous materials, reconstruction of the
condylar segment with a costochondral graft or prosthesis, and early
mobilization with physiotherapy.”* For fibrous ankylosis these methods
have proven to be successful. For bony ankylosis, particularly congenital
bony ankylosis, results have not been nearly as promising.
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Newer treatment modalities have been described in attempts to
achieve better results. Stucki-McCormick used transport distraction
osteogenesis to successfully treat unilateral posttraumatic TM] fibrotic
ankylosis by creation of a “neocondyle.””*” Recently, we conducted a clinical
study of congenital osseous TM] ankylosis using transport distraction
osteogenesis and a new device developed by Matthews which allows for
TM] movement in the postoperative phase.”® In a series of affected
patients, we compared two new methods of treatment: transport distrac-
tion osteogenesis (TDO) and Matthew’s device arthroplasty (MDA).

All patients had CT-scan-documented bilateral TM] bony ankylosis.
Group I (TDO) underwent distraction advancement of the mandible (for
micrognathia), followed by resection of the condyles, recontouring of the
glenoid fossae with interposition temporoparietal-fascial flaps and TDO of
mandibular rami segments. Group II (MDA) underwent all of the above
procedures except for TDO. Instead, the Matthew’s devices were anchored
to the temporal bone and mandibular rami. Hinged arms allowed for
motion at the reconstructed TM]J. In both groups, patients underwent
extensive postoperative therapy. This therapy involved use of a Therabyte
TM]J exerciser and stretcher multiple times daily for six months and return
to the operating room every six weeks for six months for stretching under
anesthesia. Preoperative, postoperative and follow-up lateral cephalograms
were obtained and incisor opening distances were recorded.

Our results showed that all patients but one had severe micrognathia
(n=9). For Group I (TDO), the mean age was 6.8 years and the mean
advancement was 28.5 mm. For Group II (MDA), the mean age was
8.2 years and the mean advancement was 23.5 mm. In Group I, the mean
incisor opening was 1 mm preoperatively, and 27.5mm postoperatively.
However, it relapsed to 14.3 mm by 12.5-month follow-up (48% relapse).
The mean incisor opening in Group II was 3.9 mm preoperatively, and
33.4 mm postoperatively, and remained at 30.6 mm after 11.1-month
follow-up (8% relapse). One patient in Group I underwent surgical revision
because of relapse.

Our data showed that for this small subset of patients with congenital
bony ankylosis of the TM]J, both transport distraction and Matthew’s
device arthroplasty with intensive postoperative therapy improved TM]
function postoperatively. However, Matthew’s device arthroplasty was
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superior in the long term. A combination of these two treatment strategies
may be best. With this combined modality a hinged Matthew’s device
would have the capability of distracting an intervening transport disk.

SUMMARY

Thus, in correcting traumatic and congenital mandibular anomalies, the
clinician may draw on research studies related to growth centers and the
influence of physiologic forces. Traumatic injuries may adversely affect
growth centers or muscular influences from scarring. Likewise, congenital
or syndromic pathology may result in aberrant, or absent, growth centers
and abnormal surrounding forces. Distraction osteogenesis with the
expansion of the surrounding soft tissue, including muscle, vasculature,
nerves and skin, has provided a useful tool for correcting difficult
traumatic and congenital mandibular anomalies.
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CHAPTER 11

Osteology of the Rabbit Face*

The rabbit face comprises, in part, the mandibular, premaxillary, maxil-
lary, and nasal bones (Fig. 11.1).!

The nasal cavity communicates posteriorly with the ventral surface
of the skull by the choanae, which, in the rabbit, are incompletely
divided (Fig. 11.1). Anteriorly, it opens to the outside by the piriform
aperture.

Bilateral division is effected chiefly through a median vertical carti-
laginous plate — the nasal septum (Fig. 11.2). This is continuous postero-
superiorly as a synchondrosis with a small crescentic vertical plate of bone,
the perpendicular plate of the ethmoid bone, and posteroinferiorly with
the presphenoid. Both are sites of endochondral bone formation.
Inferoposteriorly, the ventral portion of the cartilaginous nasal septum is
supported by and rests in a dorsal groove of a vertical bony plate — the
vomer. This forms the septovomeral joint. The vomer, a median, somewhat
sickle-shaped vertical plate of bone, separates the ventral portions of the
nasal fossae. Anteriorly, the nasal septum bears, on its ventral margin, the
paired enclosures of the vomeronasal organ. The septal cartilage extends
anteriorly to the piriform aperture and terminates above the basal portion
of the incisors (Fig. 11.2A). Information is meager on postnatal growth of
the cartilaginous nasal septum (Fig. 11.2B).> Normal levels of proliferative

*Excerpted from: Sarnat BG. (1970) The face and jaws after surgical experimentation
with the septovomeral region in growing and adult rabbits. Acta Otolaryngol Suppl
268: 1-30.
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Fig. 11.1 Photographs of a normal adult rabbit cranium. (A) Dorsal; (B) Ventral;
(C) Frontal; (D) Lateral views. F — Frontal bone; FN — frontonasal suture; FP — frontal
process of premaxilla; 1 — labial incisor; i — lingual incisor; IF — incisive
foramen; IS — internasal suture; M — maxilla; Mo — premolars and molars;
N — nasal bone; P — palatine bone; PA — piriform aperture; PC — posterior choana; PF
— palatine foramen; PM — palatine process of maxilla; PP — palatine process of pre-
maxilla; Pr — premaxilla; Z — zygomatic arch.

cellular activity in the young rabbit’s cartilaginous nasal septum were
determined by autoradiographic studies with tritiated thymidine (Fig. 11.3).
Cellular activity was most pronounced in the anterior and posterior zones
(Fig. 11.3).2
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Fig. 11.2 Photomicrographs of (A) sagittal and (B) transverse (taken at approximately
line BB) sections of snouts of 28-day-old unoperated-on rabbits. | — labial incisor; i —
lingual incisor; MU — palatal mucosa; PP — palatine process of premaxilla;
S — septum; SV — septovomeral joint; T — maxilloturbinate; V. — vomer; VN —
vomeronasal organ (original x6). [From: Wexler MR, Sarnat BG. (1961) Arch Otolaryng
74:305-313.]

The thin and elongated nasal bone forms the roof of the nasal fossa
and, in conjunction with its fellow of the opposite side, the dorsal bound-
ary of the piriform aperture (Fig. 11.1C). The posterior border of the nasal
bone articulates with the anterior border of the frontal bone, forming the
frontonasal suture, a secondary site of active growth in the young rabbit.

The maxillae form the main portion of the upper jaw. Each maxilla
consists of a central portion, the body, and of five processes — alveolar,
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Fig. 11.3 Diagrammatic representation of a longitudinal section of the cartilaginous
nasal septum of a three-week-old Dutch rabbit after intraperitoneal injection of tritiated
thymidine. The various zones are numbered according to their relative activity (labeling
index: zone 1, 3.36%; zone 32, 0.35%). Anteroinferior and posterior areas (heavily out-
lined) were the most active. Cell counts were made of the stippled areas. [From: Long R,
Greulich R, Sarnat BG. (1968) ] Dent Res 47: 505.]

palatine, orbital, zygomatic, and spheno-orbital (Fig. 11.1). The ventral
portion of the maxilla with the palatine bone forms the hard palate
(Fig. 11.1B). This structure is represented chiefly by a bony palatine bridge
connecting the two sides of the skull between the premolars and molars.
It forms the roof of the oral cavity and a portion of the floor of the nasal
cavity. Immediately in front of it, the palatine surface is perforated by a
pair of large incisive foramina, which are broadly open to the nasal fossae
(Fig. 11.1B). Laterally, where the palatine bones articulate with the palatine
processes of the maxillae, are the palatine foramina.

The premaxilla forms the anterior part of the upper jaw. It comprises
a central portion, the body, including the alveolar, frontal, and palatine
processes (Fig. 11.1). The body forms a portion of the palatal surface of the
skull and of the lateral boundaries of the incisive foramen. The frontal
process of the premaxilla, a somewhat prominent narrow ridge, extends
posteriorly along the lateral surface of the nasal bone and articulates with
the premaxillary process of the frontal bone (Fig. 11.1D).

The mandible, the largest element of the facial region, is composed of
two portions united anteriorly by the symphysis. Each half comprises
a horizontal portion, the body of the mandible, and a posterior, vertical
portion, the ramus. The latter serves for the insertion of the muscles of
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mastication and for articulation with the skull. The mandibular ramus
forms a broad plate, the lateral surface of which is occupied by the mas-
seter muscle, while the medial surface serves as an area of insertion for the
pterygoid muscle. The surface of the ramus is greatly increased in its pos-
teroventral portion through the expansion of the bone to form the angle.
The elongated articular surface is at the end of the condyloid process. Just
inferior to this on the anterior border of the ramus is the coronoid process.
The sigmoid notch is between these two processes. The nerve and vessels
of the mandible enter at the mandibular foramen on the medial surface
immediately behind the last molar.

The body of the mandible bears on its dorsal margin the alveoli of an
incisor anteriorly and of the premolars and molars posteriorly. The alveo-
lar process of each premaxilla contains a larger labial and a smaller lingual
incisor (Fig. 11.1). The alveolar process of each maxilla contains the pre-
molars and molars. The double set of upper incisors and three upper pre-
molars distinguish the rabbit as a lagomorph from the rodent. The upper
incisor occludes labial to the lower one and represents a larger segment of
a smaller spiral. The lower incisor, although larger than the upper one,
represents a smaller segment of a larger spiral. While the incisors in the
rabbit are continuously growing and erupting, they are worn at the edges
and thereby maintain occlusion. Because of the thicker layer of enamel on
the labial surface and the thinner layer of enamel and softer dentin on the
lingual surface, there is a differential in wear, thus producing a sharp bevel.
Whereas the basal end of the lower incisor extends to the premolar, the
basal end of the upper incisor is considerably anterior to the premolar.
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CHAPTER 12A

Normal Growth of the Suture*

INTRODUCTION

Various methods, both direct and indirect, have been employed to study
growth of bones.” Analysis of the development of the adult size and
shape of a bone or a complex of bones such as those forming the skull
requires information about the sites and patterns of growth and the
environmental influences. Growth of the skull occurs in three principal
ways, namely: (1) on its surfaces (subperiosteal), (2) by replacement of
growing cartilage (cranial base, mandibular condyle), and (3) at sutures
(cranium and face).

The suture is a synarthrosis, found only in the skull (except for the tur-
tle shell). The contiguous margins of the bones are joined by connective
tissue which serves as an active site of growth. Growth at the frontonasal
suture of the rabbit was determined grossly by the increased amount of
separation of metallic implants. The combination of gross and serial
cephalometric roentgenographic methods with metallic implants has been
used"? and was employed in the present study to determine not only the
contributions of the frontonasal, interfrontal, and internasal sutures to the
growth of the rabbit snout but also something of the nature of sutural
growth.

*Excerpted from: Selman AJ, Sarnat BG. (1955) Sutural bone growth in the
rabbit snout: a gross and serial roentgenographic study by means of metallic implants. Am
] Anat 97: 395—408.
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MATERIALS AND METHODS
Animals

Twenty-five growing female New Zealand albino rabbits were used. Their
ages ranged from 42 to 84 days at the beginning of the experiment. These
animals were selected primarily because of their rapid growth and large
snout, which lends itself to ready implantation and accurate serial roentgeno-
graphy. However, a disadvantage is the size and complexity of the pinna,
which make difficult the insertion of earposts for serial roentgenography.
The animals were fed ad libitum on a standard rabbit ration.

Anesthesia

The animals were anesthetized by injection into the marginal ear vein of a
1% solution of pentobarbital sodium in distilled water (40 mg/kg body
weight). To each dose, 0.25 mg of atropine sulfate was added. General
anesthesia was utilized to insert the radiopaque metallic implants and to
take serial cephalometric roentgenographs in a specially designed head-
holder (Fig. 12A.1).

Fig. 12A.1 (A) Specially designed headholder; (B) Head in position on the cassette
going into the external ear. B — earpost-bearing block; C — film cassette; E — earpost;
F — film elevator; G — earpost guide line; H — hammock; I — incisal pin; ] — incisal pin
slide-screw; L — horizontal moving gear; M — earpost-bearing block guide line;
S — earpost set-screws; V — vertical rotating gear.
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Metallic Implants (Direct Measurements)

The anesthetized animal was strapped prone to the operating board. The
skin of the dorsum of the snout was clipped free of hair, cleansed with 70%
alcohol, and isolated with sterile towels. An aseptic technique was used
throughout the surgical procedure. The skin and subcutaneous tissues
were incised longitudinally in the midline from the region of the coronal
suture to the nasal cartilage. After the wound margins were retracted, the
periosteum was incised, elevated from the bone, and the frontonasal,
internasal, and interfrontal sutures were exposed.

A dental bur, mounted in a handpiece, was used to prepare two under-
cut cavities in the cortical plate of each frontal and nasal bone. Into the
prepared cavities, dental amalgam was packed. This was used because of its
plasticity, tolerance by tissues, and radiopacity. An indentation was made
in the center of each implant with the point of a caliper, and the distance
between the centers of each pair of implants recorded to the nearest
0.1 mm (Fig. 12A.2). The soft tissues were then replaced and approximated
with 4-0 black silk sutures.

BONES ., SUTURES

CORONAL

INTERFRONTAL
(METOPIC)

FRONTONASAL
PREMAXILLARY

INTERNASAL

Fig. 12A.2 Dorsal view of a rabbit skull showing sites of implant amalgam (A, B, C, D,
etc.) in the frontal and nasal bones. S — point on the frontonasal suture where a straight
line crosses between AA, etc.
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The postoperative survival ranged from 7 to 84 days. The animals were
then euthanized by a lethal dose of pentobarbital sodium injected intra-
venously. The heads were severed and the soft tissues dissected. The dis-
tances between the same groups of implants were again determined, as at
the beginning of the experiment.

Serial Cephalometric Roentgenography (Indirect Measurements)

To measure distances between the radiopaque implants, a cephalometric
roentgenograph of the frontonasal region with the plane porion-interden-
tale oriented to the horizontal was desired. This view had proven advanta-
geous in the study of animal snouts, and a special headholder had been
designed and constructed so as to obtain strictly comparable serial cephalo-
metric roentgenographs.

Immediately after completion of the surgical procedure, a cephalo-
metric roentgenograph was taken. This was repeated in 15 animals at
14-day intervals and at death (Fig. 12A.3). The distances were measured
between the estimated centers of the radiopaque images of the metallic
implants on the roentgenographs. Measurements between implant images
(in frontal and nasal bones) on the roentgenographs are strictly compara-
ble with measurements made directly on the skulls.

RESULTS
Skulls

Of the 200 implants inserted, 7 were missing and 13 were loose. Four of
these were associated with infection. Most of the difficulties were encoun-
tered in the nasal bones. The remaining 180 implants were well tolerated
and invariably covered by a thin layer of bone. Measurements taken
between implants in the same bone (frontal or nasal) were the same at the
beginning and the end of the experiment.

Increased separation of paired implants at the frontonasal suture

The increased distance between paired implants on either side of the fron-
tonasal suture was determined directly on the skulls by subtracting the
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Fig. 12A.3  Ventrodorsal cephalometric roentgenographs of animal No. 21. (A) 6 weeks

of age; (B) 10 weeks of age; (C) 16 weeks of age. Note the increase in size and the change in
shape of the skull, and the increased longitudinal and lateral separation of the implants on
either side of the frontonasal, internasal, and interfrontal sutures (see Fig. 12A.2). However,
the distance between implants within the nasal or frontal bones remained constant. The tips
of the earposts are in the external auditory canals. The incisal pin is in position.

initial from the final measurement. This difference varied with the age of
the animal at the time of implantation, the duration of the experiment,
and the individual animal. Thus, in 42-day-old rabbits, the increased
amount of separation of the implants after 7 days ranged from 0.3 (No. 20)
to 1.3 (No. 73) mm. In another group of rabbits, the increased separation
of implants during an 84-day period (42-126 days of age) ranged from
10.6 (No. 10) to 11.9 mm (No. 88).

In addition to the total separation of the paired implants, the individ-
ual contributions of the frontal and nasal bones side of the suture to the
increased separation of the paired implants were determined. Measurements
were taken between each implant (in nasal and frontal bones) and a point on
the frontonasal suture at the beginning and the end of the experiment. The
point chosen on the suture was found where a straight line crossed between
the frontal bone and its corresponding nasal bone implant (Fig. 12A.2). In
this way, the respective contributions of the nasal and the frontal aspects of
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the suture to the increase in separation of the pegs were determined. Mean
percentage values of the frontal and nasal contributions were obtained in a
group of 19 animals. These values indicated that the mean frontal contribu-
tion was about one-half of the mean nasal contribution at planes AA, and
DD,. At planes BB, and CC,, the mean frontal contribution was about two-
thirds to three-fourths of the mean nasal contribution.

Increased separation of paired implants at the internasal
and interfrontal sutures

The increased distance between paired implants on either side of the inter-
nasal and interfrontal sutures was determined by subtracting the initial
from the final measurement. The amount of growth was so small (esti-
mated at about one-tenth to one-twentieth of that at the frontonasal
suture) that it was within the range of experimental errors.

Serial Roentgenographs

Examination of the serial cephalometric roentgenographs revealed the loss
of seven implants at various times. Measurements between the estimated
centers of the images of the metallic implants in the same bones (frontal
and nasal) showed no change at any time from the beginning to the end of
the study (Fig. 12A.3).

There was an increase in separation of the pegs on either side of the
frontonasal suture for each 14-day period from 42 to 154 days of age, when
the experiments were terminated. The measurements indicated that the
animals were in a phase of declining bone growth (Fig. 12A.4). For exam-
ple, the mean increment of growth from 42 to 56 days of age was about
3.0 mm, whereas from 140 to 154 days it was only 0.3 mm.

DISCUSSION
Implants

Two implants were inserted into each frontal and nasal bone (1) to have an
additional implant available for purposes of measurement in the event
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Average Increment of Bone Growth
at Frontonasal Suture
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Fig. 12A.4 Average increment of growth of bone at the frontonasal suture at
two-week intervals, as determined from implant images on serial cephalometric
roentgenographs.

that one was lost, and (2) to determine whether any increase in distance
occurred between implants within an individual bone.

Most of the difficulties encountered with the implants (loss, loosen-
ing, and infection) were in the nasal bones. This can be explained on the
basis of the thinness of these bones. In the preparation of undercut cavi-
ties for the reception and retention of amalgam, it was often difficult to
avoid penetration into the nasal cavity. Some implants were found at the
time of dissection on the mucoperiosteum, possibly as a result of resorp-
tion of the inner table of bone. A similar experience was encountered with
implants originally placed on the lateral surface of the zygomatic arch, and
subsequently found on the medial border (Chap. 15).

Since the design of this experiment also included implants within the
same bone, measurements between these implants were taken. The evi-
dence obtained agreed with that of others who do not subscribe to the the-
ory of interstitial growth of bone (Chap. 35). If interstitial growth did
occur, with consequent change in distance between implants within one
bone, this experiment (determining sutural growth by increased separa-
tion of bone implants) would be invalid.

This investigation was concerned essentially with bone growth at the
frontonasal suture and was expressed as growth in the length of the rabbit
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snout. Bone growth at the frontonasal suture was determined by subtract-
ing the measurement between implants of the preceding period from that
between implants of a successive period. From this study, one would con-
clude that the frontonasal suture made an important contribution to the
growth in the length of the rabbit snout, and that most of this was attained
by the 154th day of life.

To be unidirectional and/or bilaterally symmetrical, growth must be
generally equal in all planes along the suture. At the frontonasal suture,
increased separation of paired implants was found to be generally equal in
all four planes measured.

In the 42-day-old rabbit, the frontonasal suture was fairly regular in
outline and accurate measurements were made from implant to suture.
With increase in age, because the suture became more serrated, measure-
ments were only relatively accurate. However, the error in measurement
was fairly constant and it was concluded that the findings were essentially
correct. Further examination of our data revealed that the increased dis-
tance between the implant and the frontonasal suture was greater on the
nasal bone side than on the frontal bone side. This would be a result of
greater proliferation of connective tissue and apposition of bone on the
nasal bone side of the suture. This finding was not anticipated. The total
amount of growth at the internasal and interfrontal sutures was consider-
ably less than at the frontonasal suture.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

(1) The total amount and biweekly increments of growth of bone at the
frontonasal, internasal, and interfrontal sutures were investigated in
25 rabbits from 42 to 154 days of age by means of gross and serial
cephalometric roentgenographic studies of the increase in separation
of metallic implants on either side of the suture.

(2) At the frontonasal suture, the mean growth of bone was greatest in the
42-56-day age period (3.0 mm) and decelerated in each successive
period, until in the 140-154-day age period it was about one-tenth
that of the earliest period. The contribution of the frontal side to
growth of bone at this suture was about one-half to three-fourths that
of the nasal side.
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At the internasal and interfrontal sutures, the total amount of growth
of bone was estimated to be about one-tenth to one-twentieth that at
the frontonasal suture. However, the amount of growth was so small
that it was within the limits of experimental error.

The changes in the proportion of the snout were determined by
(a) the number of growth sites in a given direction, (b) the rate of
bone deposition at a given site, and (c) the length of time over which
growth at that site was active. The length of the snout increased more
than the width, because the amount of growth was greater in the for-
mer dimension.
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CHAPTER 12B

Rabbit Snout After Extirpation
of the Frontonasal Suture*

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this experiment was to study the nature of sutural growth
and the effects of injury upon it. In a previous report Selman and Sarnat’
showed that in the 42-day-old rabbit the region of the frontonasal suture
was an active site of bone growth. Therefore, this region was selected to
study the effects of trauma. The maximal injury was imposed — that of
extirpation of the suture.

MATERIAL AND METHODS
Animals

In this study there were 49 (28 experimental and 21 control) growing
female New Zealand albino rabbits. Their ages ranged from 42 to 84 days
at the time of the surgical operation. Rabbits were selected primarily
because of the rapid rate of growth in the region of the frontonasal suture.
Thus, one would expect conditions affecting growth at this suture to be
reflected in altered growth of the snout. Moreover, the snout readily lends

*Excerpted from: Selman AJ, Sarnat BG. (1957) Growth of the rabbit snout after extirpa-
tion of the frontonasal suture: a gross and serial roentgenographic study by means of
metallic implants. Am J Anat 101: 273-293.
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itself to the placement of metallic implants and accurate serial roentgeno-
graphy. However, the size and complexity of the pinna make difficult the
insertion of earposts for serial roentgenography. The animals were fed
ad libitum on a standard rabbit ration.

Anesthesia

The animals were anesthetized by injection into the marginal ear vein of a
1% aqueous solution of pentobarbital sodium (40 mg/kg body weight). To
each dose, 0.25 mg of atropine sulfate was added. Extirpation of the fron-
tonasal suture, insertion of the radiopaque metallic implants, and serial
cephalometric roentgenography were then done.

Extirpation of the Frontonasal Suture

The anesthetized animal was strapped prone on the operating board. The
skin of the dorsum of the snout was clipped of hair, cleansed with 70%
ethyl alcohol, and isolated with sterile towels. An aseptic technique was
used throughout the surgical procedure. The skin and subcutaneous tissues
were incised longitudinally in the midline from the region of the coronal
suture to the nasal cartilage. After the wound margins were retracted, the
periosteum was incised, elevated from the bone and retracted, and the fron-
tonasal, interfrontal, and internasal sutures were exposed (Fig. 12B.1A).

A dental bur, mounted in a handpiece, was used to extirpate the fron-
tonasal suture either unilaterally (in 8 animals) or bilaterally (in 20 ani-
mals). The extirpation channel was cut equally out of the frontal and nasal
bones, and was about 1.0 cm wide (Fig. 12B.1B). In unilateral extirpations,
which were always on the right side, the bur cut extended slightly beyond
the midline. In most cases the adjacent premaxillary tip was also cut.
Efforts were made in cutting the channel to expose but not damage the
underlying endonasal periosteum. This was rarely successful.

Metallic Implants (Direct Measurements)

Two undercut cavities were prepared by means of a dental bur mounted in
a handpiece in the cortical plate of each nasal and frontal bone, in both the
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Fig. 12B.1 Dorsal view of rabbit skulls showing sites of implantation of silver amal-
gam in the nasal and frontal bones. (A) Normal animal with the frontonasal suture
intact; S — point on the frontonasal suture where a straight line crosses between AA,,
etc.; (B) Animal in which the frontonasal suture was extirpated seven days before death;
a, a, — points on either side of the extirpation site where a straight line crosses between
AA,, etc.

experimental and control groups. These cavities were placed about 1.0 cm
from the suture line in the control animals and 0.5-1.0 cm from the chan-
nel edge in the experimental animals. Dental amalgam was packed into the
prepared cavities. This material was selected because of its plasticity, toler-
ance by tissues, and radiopacity. An indentation was made in the center of
each amalgam implant with the point of a caliper and for each pair of
implants the distance between these centers (AA,, BB,, etc.) was recorded
to the nearest 0.1 mm.

In the control animals a measurement was also made between each
implant and the frontonasal suture at the point (S) on the suture where a
straight line crossed between the corresponding frontal and nasal implants
(Fig. 12B.1A).

In the experimental animals, in addition, the distance between each
implant and its adjacent channel border, and the width of the extirpated
area were also measured on a line between the corresponding frontal and
nasal bone implants (Fig. 12B.1B). The soft tissues were then replaced and
approximated with 4-0 black silk sutures.
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Serial Cephalometric Roentgenography (Indirect Measurements)

Immediately after completion of the surgical procedure, a cephalometric
roentgenograph was taken. This was repeated in 20 experimental animals
and 15 control animals at 14-day intervals and at death. The distances were
measured between the estimated centers of the radiopaque images of the
metallic implants on the roentgenographs. Measurements between
implant images (in frontal and nasal bones) on the roentgenographs are
strictly comparable with measurements made directly on the skulls.®

The postoperative survival ranged from 14 to 84 days. The animals
were euthanized by a lethal dose of pentobarbital sodium injected intra-
venously. The heads were immediately severed and the soft tissues dis-
sected. The distances between the same groups of implants and extirpation
borders were again determined as at the beginning of the experiment.

Gross Observations

Of the 168 implants inserted in control animals, 7 were missing, and
of the 224 implants inserted in the experimental animals, 8 were miss-
ing. Most of the difficulty was encountered in the nasal bones. The
remaining implants were well tolerated and invariably covered by a thin
layer of bone. Measurements taken between implants in the same bone
(frontal or nasal) were the same as at the beginning and the end of the
experiment.

The gross appearance of the snout in terms of size and shape, in the
animals in which the frontonasal suture had been bilaterally or unilaterally
extirpated, was similar to that of the control animals (Fig. 12B.2). No lateral
deviation of the snout was observed in the animals with a unilateral
extirpation.

Following unilateral or bilateral extirpation, the frontonasal suture did
not recover its anatomical form. The channel created by the extirpation
contained a dense, fibrous connective tissue in which were occasional
splinter-like islands of bone which tended to be larger and longer in the
older animal (Fig. 12B.2). Sometimes a new, minor suture was formed by
a bone island, at the zone of contact with the border of the frontal or nasal
bone. Rarely did an individual bone island extend completely across the
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Fig. 12B.2 Dorsal view photographs of three freshly dissected rabbit skulls at death
with implants in frontal and nasal bones. All three animals were of the same age and,
although subjected to different experimentation, the shape and size of the snout are essen-
tially the same. (A) Control animal No. 7. Implants inserted at 42 days of age and a
postoperative survival of 70 days. (B) Animal No. 29, in which the right side of the
frontonasal suture was extirpated at 42 days of age, with a postoperative survival of
70 days. Note the bone islands (i) adjacent to the anterior border of the frontal bone in the
dense connective tissue filling the channel. (C) Animal No. 11, in which the entire fron-
tonasal suture was extirpated at 42 days of age, with a postoperative survival of
70 days. Note the scattered bone islands (i) and the dense fibrous connective tissue in the
channel. There is no semblance of the original suture.

channel. The channel width itself did not become less. Rather, it increased
as longitudinal growth proceeded.

Direct Measurement

The observations regarding the gross appearance of the snout in terms
of size and shape, and those regarding the extirpated channel, were
substantiated by direct measurements. In all animals the direct measure-
ments made between implants at the beginning of the investigation were
repeated at death.

Where an extirpation channel was created, three measurements, the
sum of which equaled the distance between frontal and nasal implants,
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were taken. These consisted of (1) the distance between the frontal implant
and the frontal border of the channel (Aa), (2) the distance between chan-
nel borders (aa,), and (3) the distance between the nasal channel border
and the nasal implant (a,A,). The contribution of each of these to the total
increase in length was determined by subtracting the measurement made
at the beginning from that at the end of the experiment (Fig. 12B.1).

In addition to the above, measurements could also have been taken
from the nasal implants to the anterior border of the nasal bones. Thus, a
comparison could have been made of the relative contributions of the
frontonasal suture and the free end of the nasal bone to its growth in
length of bone. A similar comparison could have been made after extirpa-
tion of the frontonasal suture. This was not done since it was beyond the
purpose of the present experiment.

Total Longitudinal Growth Between Implants

It was found in each animal that total longitudinal growth was essentially
the same in all four planes of measurement, i.e. AA,, BB,, CC,, and DD,,
regardless of whether or not the suture had been extirpated, either bilater-
ally or unilaterally (Fig. 12B.1).

Further, on the basis of comparable age and duration of experiment,
the control group, the bilaterally extirpated group, and the unilaterally
extirpated group were compared regarding the total longitudinal growth
as measured at AA,. The differences were found to be without significance
(Fig. 12B.1). In the unextirpated region at plane DD, comparability could
also be established between the control group of animals and the group of
animals with unilateral extirpation of the frontonasal suture.

Components of Longitudinal Growth Between Implants

Using plane AA, for measurement, comparability was found between the
two experimental groups of animals, i.e. those with unilateral and those
with bilateral extirpation of the frontonasal suture, regarding mean frontal
bone growth, mean nasal bone growth, and mean increase in the width
of the extirpation channel, as measured at Aa, a,A|, and aa,, respectively
(Fig. 12B.1B).
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Frontal bone growth was relatively unaltered by extirpation of the
frontonasal suture. The difference between mean frontal growth in the
control and experimental groups, as measured at AS and Aa, respectively,
was found to be without significance. Further evidence was seen in the
comparability between mean frontal growth on the extirpated and unex-
tirpated sides, as measured at Aa and DS, respectively, in the group of ani-
mals with unilateral extirpation of the frontonasal suture.

Nasal bone growth, on the other hand, was affected by extirpation of
the frontonasal suture. Although there was no significant difference in
mean nasal growth, as measured at a,A;, between the two groups of exper-
imental animals, the difference in mean nasal growth between the experi-
mental groups and the control group, as measured at a,A, and SA;, was
found to be significant. Additional evidence regarding nasal bone growth
was found in the significant difference between mean nasal bone growth
on the extirpated and unextirpated sides, as measured at a,A, and SD,,
respectively, in the group of animals with unilateral extirpation of the
frontonasal suture.

A significant difference was established between the amount of frontal
and nasal bone growth at the suture in the control group of animals.” In
this group mean frontal bone growth was shown to be about one-half of
mean nasal bone growth in planes AA, and DD,. The difference in frontal
and nasal bone growth persists even after extirpation of the frontonasal
suture. At plane AA, mean frontal growth and mean nasal growth, in both
experimental groups of animals, as measured at Aa and a,A;, were shown
still to be significantly different. At plane DD, in both the control group
and the group of animals with unilateral extirpation of the frontonasal
suture, a significant difference was demonstrable between frontal and
nasal growth, as measured at DS and SD,.

In the group of animals with unilateral extirpation of the frontonasal
suture, mean frontal growth and mean channel growth, as measured at
plane AA,, each contributed about one-fourth to the total longitudinal
increment, with mean nasal growth contributing about one-half. This
was comparable with the findings on the group of animals with bilateral
extirpation of the frontonasal suture.

On the unextirpated side in the group with unilateral extirpation
of the frontonasal suture, as measured in plane DD;, mean nasal growth
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contributed about two-thirds and mean frontal growth about one-third to
the total longitudinal increment. This was comparable with the findings
on the control group of animals.

In the older animals, the channel borders were seen to be increasingly
irregular and the measurements were, therefore, only relatively accurate.
However, the error in measurement was fairly constant and it was concluded
that the findings were essentially correct.

Indirect Measurements: Serial Roentgenographs

Examination of the serial cephalometric roentgenographs revealed the loss of
15 implants at various times. Measurements between the estimated centers of
the images of the metallic implants in the same bones (frontal and nasal)
showed no change at any time from the beginning to the end of the study.

An increase in separation of the implants on either side of the region
of the frontonasal suture was obtained for each 14-day period from 42 to
154 days of age, when the experiment was terminated. The measurements
indicated the animals were in a declining phase of bone growth.

In each group of animals, the mean of the increments of the four
planes of measurement — AA,, BB,, CC,, and DD, — were compared and
found to be without significant difference. In addition, from the total
increment at AA, from 42 to 98 days of age, which was calculated for each
animal, it was possible to determine the mean total increment for the same
period and plane of measurement for each group of animals. The differ-
ence between the mean total increments of the experimental and control
groups of animals, as measured at AA, for the period from 42 to 98 days
of age, was found to be without significance. The same strict comparabil-
ity was determined between the extirpated and unextirpated sides in the
group of animals with unilateral extirpation of the frontonasal suture.

DISCUSSION
Implants

Two implants were inserted into each frontal and nasal bone to have an
additional implant available for purposes of measurement, in the event
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that one was lost. Most of the implants lost were from the nasal bones.
This can be explained on the basis of the thinness of these bones.” In the
preparation of undercut cavities for the reception and retention of amal-
gam, it was often difficult to avoid penetration into the nasal cavity. Some
implants were found at the time of dissection on the mucoperiosteum,
possibly as a result of resorption of the inner table of bone. A similar expe-
rience was encountered with implants originally placed on the lateral sur-
face of the zygomatic arch and subsequently found on the medial aspect.’

The evidence obtained from measurements between implants in the
same bone agreed with that of others who do not subscribe to the theory
of interstitial growth of bone. If interstitial growth did occur, with conse-
quent change in distance between implants within one bone, this experi-
ment (determining sutural growth by increased separation of bone
implants) would be invalid.

Extirpation Site

The frontonasal suture is formed by the overlapping of the anterior mar-
gin of the frontal bone with the posterior margin of the nasal bone. The
overlapping margins are narrow medially but rather broad laterally. It was
necessary, therefore, to make a wide extirpation channel in order to
remove all sutural tissue. In no instance following extirpation was there
complete, or even nearly complete, bony healing of the extirpation site.

Some Considerations of Sutural Growth

One concept of sutural bone growth describes it as an expansion initiated
by a proliferation of the sutural connective tissue.” The separation of the
contiguous bones is said to be followed immediately by apposition of
immature bone along the contiguous borders. This concept is not consis-
tent with the findings of this study and is not supported by investigations
of other sutural areas.”’

A wedging or expansive force between frontal and nasal bones by the
frontonasal suture is apparently not necessary for growth in that area.
Separation of the nasal and frontal bones continued at all times in an
amount not significantly different from normal in the absence of the
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normal suture. The small islands of bone formed between nasal and
frontal channel edges (Fig. 12B.2) were not conceivably adequate for the
task of wedging the bones apart. In some animals, furthermore, an island
of bone may have formed on one side of a bilaterally extirpated channel
and not on the other. Growth in such cases was, nevertheless, equal for the
two sides. In unilaterally extirpated cases, growth on the extirpated side
was essentially equal to that on the unextirpated side whether or not
islands of bone were formed. That the broad, thin, fibrous connective tis-
sue band in the extirpation channel might have caused a widening of the
channel does not seem likely.

Creation of the extirpation channel is creation of a bone defect or frac-
ture. Under conditions of relative immobility the dense, fibrous connective
tissue might act as a connective tissue model in repair of a bone fracture.®
However, the movement involved in growth separation of the frontal and
nasal bones would seem to be an important factor in preventing their fusion.

An I-shaped metal splint could be inserted across an extirpation chan-
nel in an attempt to stop or restrain increase in channel width. The ques-
tion is whether fusion across the channel would eventually take place
under these conditions. It would also be of interest to observe in growing
animals the effects of an attempted immobilization of the bones on either
side of the intact frontonasal suture by use of the same method. If immo-
bilization were effected in this manner, as proven by failure of the implants
to separate, fusion of the suture would indicate that growth compensation
was the function of the suture — per se.

In the control animals, measurements between implants, and between
implants and suture, showed that the frontal bone contributed about one-
third and the nasal bone about two-thirds to the total longitudinal growth
at the frontonasal suture. After extirpation the frontal bone contributed
about a 25-30% increase in channel width and nasal growth contributed
about 45-50% to the total longitudinal growth in the region.

Increase in channel width apparently occurred mainly at the expense
of nasal bone growth. Frontal growth was relatively unaltered by extirpa-
tion of the frontonasal suture. However, nasal growth remained character-
istically greater than frontal growth even in the absence of the suture. Such
evidence eliminates sutural activity even further as the primary, direct
effector of growth.



Rabbit Snout After Extirpation of the Fronfonasal Suture 175

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

(1)

(3)

(4)

(5)

The total amount and 14-day increments of separation between
implants in the frontal and nasal bones after bilateral and unilateral
extirpation of the frontonasal suture were studied in 28 rabbits from
42 to 154 days of age for periods as long as 84 days. These were deter-
mined directly by gross measurements at the beginning and the end
of the experiment and indirectly by means of serial cephalometric
roentgenographs taken at 14-day intervals. Twenty-one rabbits with
the frontonasal suture intact were used as controls.

The mean total amount of increase of separation of these implants in
normal animals was found not to differ significantly from that in ani-
mals in which the right half or the entire frontonasal suture had been
extirpated. In addition, no significant difference was found in the
amount of increase of separation of the implants on the left and right
sides of animals in which there had been only a unilateral extirpation
of the frontonasal suture.

Whereas in control animals the nasal part of the frontonasal suture
contributed about two-thirds and the frontal part about one-third to
the increased separation of the implants, in the animals in which the
frontonasal suture had been extirpated the nasal part contributed
about one-half, the extirpation site one-fourth, and the frontal part
one-fourth to the increased separation of the implants.

Grossly, no significant difference was seen in the shape and size of the
snouts between the normal and experimental animals (unilateral and
bilateral extirpation of frontonasal suture).

Thus, from these experiments it seems that maximal injury to a facial
suture, as severe as extirpation, failed to produce a growth arrest.
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CHAPTER 13

Growth Pattern of the Nasal Bone Region*

Two radiopaque implants were inserted into each left and each right nasal
bone in five female rabbits. Ventrodorsal cephalometric roentgenographs
were taken at 6 and 16 weeks of age. From these roentgenographs, separate
tracings were made on matte acetate paper of the left and right nasal bone
regions, including the radiopaque implants. The markers of the 16-weeks-
of-age tracing were superposed on the markers of the 6-weeks-of-age trac-
ing. The difference between the two established outlines represented the
changes in size and shape in two dimensions that had occurred during the
10-week period. Our purpose was to determine the relative growth activ-
ity at several borders. The mean increase was about 6.79 mm at the prox-
imal (posterior) border, 6.19 mm at the distal (anterior) border, 2.73 mm
at the lateral border, and 1.22 mm at the medial border. Thus, growth at
the proximal and distal borders was about the same and about twice that
of the lateral border and about five times that of the medial border.

INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE

Growth of the nasal bone region occurs in two principal ways, namely
on its various surfaces and at sutures (frontonasal and premaxillary—
maxillary). The purpose of this study was to assay the growth pattern of
the rabbit nasal bone region by determining relative amounts of growth at

*Excerpted from: Sarnat BG, Selman AJ. (1982) Growth pattern of the rabbit nasal bone
region. Rhinology 20: 93—105, Cottle Award, American Rhinologic Society.

177



178  Craniofacial Biology and Craniofacial Surgery

several borders. This was done by a combined method of serial gross and
roentgenographic measurements between radiopaque implants inserted
within a single bone — the nasal bone.” There were several advantages:
(1) it was a serial study; (2) there were permanent records; (3) the implants
served as stable reference markers from which accurate information could
be obtained as to sites, relative amounts, and directions of growth; and
(4) the roentgenographic changes that occurred from one period to
another could be determined without killing or reoperating on the animal.
We have found no such report. In Table 13.1, there is a brief historical
review.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Animals

Five growing six-week-old female New Zealand albino rabbits were used.
They were selected primarily because of their rapid growth and a snout
which lent itself to ready implantation and accurate serial roentgenogra-
phy. A disadvantage, however, was the size and complexity of the pinna,
which made difficult the insertion of ear posts for serial roentgenography.
The animals were fed ad libitum on a standard rabbit ration.

Anesthesia

The rabbits were anesthetized by injection into the marginal ear vein of a
1% solution of pentobarbital sodium in distilled water (40 mg/kg body
weight). To each dose, 0.25 mg of atropine sulfate was added.

Metallic Implants

The anesthetized animal was strapped prone on the operating board. The
skin of the dorsum of the snout was clipped free of hair, cleansed with 70%
ethyl alcohol, and isolated with sterile towels. An aseptic technique was
used throughout the surgical procedure. The skin and subcutaneous tis-
sues were incised longitudinally in the midline. After the wound margins
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Table 13.1 Brief Historical Review of Implant Markers Used in the

Longitudinal Study of the Growth of Bones*

amalgam

Investigator Year Material Used Bones Studied Animal
Gross (direct) studies
Hales 1727 holes tibia chicken
Duhamel 1743 silver stylets long bone pigeon, dog
Hunter 1770 lead shot tibia pig
tarsometatarsal | chicken
Humphry 1864 wires mandible pig
Gudden 1874 holes parietal, frontal rabbit
Wolff 1885 metal frontal, nasal rabbit
Giblin and Alley 1942 wax parietal, frontal, dog
etc.
Roy and Sarnat 1956 stainless steel rib rabbit
wire.
black silk
suture
Gross (direct) and/or serial radiographic (indirect) studies
Dubreuil 1913 metal tibia rabbit
Gatewood and 1927 shot femur rabbit
Mullen
Troitzky 1932 silver wires skull dog
Levine 1948 denial silver frontal, nasal rabbit
amalgam
Gans and Sarnat 1951 dental silver various facial monkey
amalgam
Sissons 1953 metal femur rabbit
Selman and Sarnat 1953 dental silver frontal, nasal rabbit
amalgam
Robinson and 1955 dental silver mandible pig
Sarnat amalgam
Bjork 1955 tantalum various facial human
Elgoyhen et al. 1972 tantalum various facial monkey
Sarnat and Selman’ 1978 dental silver nasal rabbit

*Modified after Sarnat.
"This report.
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were retracted, the periosteum was incised, elevated, and retracted, and the
nasal bones were exposed.

A dental bur, mounted in a handpiece, was used to prepare two
cavities, with an undercut at the base to facilitate retention in the corti-
cal plate of each nasal bone. Into these cavities, dental amalgam was
packed (Fig. 13.1). When prepared, this material was pliable and could
be readily handled and inserted into a newly created bone cavity. In
addition, it expanded slightly after setting, which aided retention. Two
other important characteristics of this material were its tolerance by the
local tissue and its radiopacity. An indentation was made in the center
of each amalgam implant with the point of a caliper, and for each pair
of implants within the same bone the distance between these centers
(A, B,, C, D;) was recorded to the nearest 0.1 mm. A direct measure-
ment was also made between each implant and the frontonasal suture at
the point S on the suture where a straight line crossed between the cor-
responding nasal implant (Fig. 13.1). The soft tissues were then replaced
and approximated with 4-0 black silk sutures. The animals were killed
70 days later by pentobarbital sodium injected intravenously and the

BONES SUTURES

Parietal ——
Coronal
Interfrontal
Frontal— (metopic)
= -Frontonasal
Maxillary ——
Premaxillary L +—1——Internasal
Nasal———————

Fig. 13.1 Dorsal view of a rabbit skull showing sites of implantation of dental amal-
gam in right (A, B,) and left (C,, D,) nasal bones. S — point on the frontonasal suture.
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measurements repeated. The heads were severed and the soft tissues
dissected.

Serial Cephalometric Roentgenography

A special headholder had been designed and constructed to obtain compa-
rable serial cephalometric roentgenographs.® An ear post was placed in
each external auditory meatus and an incisal pin placed between the max-
illary incisors to orient the head in the same position each time the
roentgenographs were taken. A ventrodorsal cephalometric roentgeno-
graph was taken of the frontonasal region with the plane porion-interden-
tale (between the external auditory canals and the point of convergence of
the upper incisors) oriented to the horizontal. This view had proven advan-
tageous in the study of the rabbit snout (Selman and Sarnat, 1953).
Immediately after completion of the surgical procedure, a cephalomet-
ric roentgenograph was taken (Fig. 13.2A). This was repeated 10 weeks

Fig. 13.2 Ventrodorsal cephalometric roentgenographs of a rabbit at 6 (A) and
16 (B) weeks of age. Note the increase in size and the change in shape of the skull and par-
ticularly the snout. D, — one of two implants in left nasal bone. The relationship between
implants in the same bone did not change during the 10-week period. The tips of the ear
posts are in the external auditory canals. The incisal pin is in position.
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later at death (Fig. 13.2B). A separate tracing of each left and each right
nasal bone region was made on matte acetate paper of the first and last
roentgenographs, with special attention given to the position of the implant
images and the borders of the nasal bone region. On the roentgenograph
a midline was established, extending between the upper incisors and along
the septovomeral midpalatal region. The lateral border was the lateral bor-
der of the premaxilla. The distal border was the most distal border of the
nasal bone. The proximal border was determined by direct gross measure-
ments of the distance of each nasal bone implant to the frontonasal suture
at two points (such as D, to S) at 6 and 16 weeks of age (Fig. 13.1). From
this, the pattern and position of the frontonasal suture were estimated.
A base for the serial roentgenographic tracings was obtained by placing
the later tracing over the initial one in a position where the two implant
images (A, B, C, D)), recorded on each tracing, superposed. The difference
between the two established outlines of the nasal bone region represented
the changes in size and shape in two dimensions that had occurred during
this period (Figs. 13.3A,B). Selected measurements were made of the
differences.

RESULTS
Gross

Of the implants inserted, two were missing (animal No. 26). The remaining
implants were well tolerated and invariably covered on the dorsum by a
0.1-0.3 mm layer of bone. Measurements taken between implants in each
nasal bone were the same at the beginning and the end of the experiment.
Measurements were taken between each implant (in nasal bones) and a point
on the frontonasal suture at the beginning and the end of the experiment
(Fig. 13.1). In this way the contributions of the nasal aspect of the suture to
the increase in the size of the nasal bone were determined at two points.

Serial Cephalometric Roentgenographs and Tracings

Measurements between the estimated centers of the images of the metallic
implants in the same nasal bone showed no change at any time from the
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Fig. 13.3  Tracing of the left nasal bone region taken from ventrodorsal cephalometric
roentgenographs and superposed on implant images in the left nasal bone. Estimated posi-
tion and pattern at 6 weeks of age, ---; at 16 weeks of age, ... Note the growth pattern of
the nasal bone region with the greatest increase in size proximally and distally, less laterally,
and least medially. B — enlarged area of Fig. 13.3A to demonstrate reference points
for measurements. M; — most distal point on the medial border at 6 weeks of age; M, —
represents M, on the medial border at 16 weeks of age; M,—L, — line at right angles to
medial borders; D, — most distal point on the medial border at 16 weeks of age; L, —
point on the lateral border at 6 weeks of age; L, — point on the lateral border at 16 weeks
of age; M,—M, — increase in the medial dimension; L,—L, — increase in the lateral dimen-
sion; M,—D, — increase in the distal dimension.

beginning to the end of the study (Fig. 13.2; Tables 13.2 and 13.3).
Consequently these implants were used as sites of reference for superpos-
ing the tracings of the roentgenographs. In this way, not only sites but also
the amount of change could be determined during the 10-week period
when the roentgenographs were taken (Fig. 13.3). The sites of growth were
at all of the borders, and it was possible to compare the relative amounts
of growth. The most prolific growth was at the proximal and distal bor-
ders, less at the lateral and least at the medial border (Fig. 13.3). The mean
increase was about 6.79 mm at the proximal (posterior) border, 6.19 mm
at the distal (anterior) border, 2.73 mm at the lateral border, and 1.22 mm
at the medial border. Thus, growth at the proximal and distal borders was
about the same and about twice that of the lateral border and about five
times that of the medial border.
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Table 13.2 Approximate Rabbit Nasal Bone Region Growth in mm at
Selected Sites Determined from Tracings of Ventrodorsal Radiographs
and by Direct Measurements from Implants to the Frontonasal Suture,
at 6 and 16 Weeks of Age

Medial Border* | Lateral Border* | Distal Border* Implant to

Animal No. M,-M,) (L-L,) (M,-D,) FN Suture
7 left 1.4 2.5 5.3 D,-S 7.9
C,-S 7.0
right 0 2.8 4.2 B,-S 5.7
A-S 8.3
21 left 1.4 2.8 7.8 D,-S 8.9
C,-S 8.7
right 1.4 2.9 7.6 B,-S 7.4
A-S 8.9
26 left 1.0 2.4 6.6 D,-S 6.9

C-S -

right 1.0 2.3 6.6 B,-S -
A-S 5.8
28 left 1.1 1.9 4.9 D,-S 4.5
C,-S 3.3
right 1.1 1.9 4.9 B,-S 4.7
A-S 3.1
35 left 1.2 4.0 6.9 D,-S 9.0
C,-S 7.3
right 1.2 3.8 7.1 B,-S 8.1
A-S 7.6

M;: Most distal point on the medial border at 6 weeks of age
M,: Represents M, on the medial border at 16 weeks of age
M,-L,: Line at right angles to medial borders

D,: Most distal point on the medial border at 16 weeks of age
L,: Point on the lateral border at 16 weeks of age

M,-M,: Increase in the medial dimension

L,—L,: Increase in the lateral dimension

DISCUSSION

The purpose of this study was to establish the growth pattern of the rab-
bit nasal bone region in terms of sites, relative amounts, and directions of
growth. This is based on the use of fixed reference areas within the nasal
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Table 13.3 Statistical Determinations in 5 Rabbits of Nasal Bone
Region Growth in mm from 6 to 16 Weeks of Age at the Proximal, Distal,
Lateral, and Medial Borders (see Table 13.2)

Means Standard Deviation | Standard Error of Mean

Medial border 1.22 0.18 0.08
Lateral border 2.73 0.75 0.33
Distal border 6.19 1.31 0.58
Proximal border 6.79 1.81 0.81

(implants to FN suture)

Paired T-test Probability
Lateral border—medial border 0.009*
Distal border—lateral border 0.002*
Proximal border—lateral border 0.002*
Distal border—-medial border 0.001*
Proximal border-medial border 0.002*
Proximal border—distal border 0.367°

*Significant at 1% level
"Not significant

bone in relation to the nonfixed borders. The fixed reference areas were the
two images on the serial ventrodorsal cephalometric roentgenographs
of silver amalgam implants inserted in each nasal bone (A; and B;; C, and
D,). These images, as well as the outline of the nasal bone regions, were
transferred to translucent matte acetate paper. The tracings of the 6- and
16-week-old rabbit roentgenographs were superposed on the implant
images in each nasal bone. In this way the growth pattern of the distal, lat-
eral, and medial borders was determined (Fig. 13.3). The proximal border
(frontonasal suture) was determined at the beginning (6 weeks of age) and
at the end (16 weeks of age) of the experiment from gross measurements
of the distance between the implants in the nasal bone and the frontonasal
suture. Thus, each time, two points were determined on the frontonasal
suture. The rest of the suture was estimated from gross studies.

The design of this experiment included measurements between implants
within the same bone. Since evidence showed a constant relationship
between these implants, we concluded that there was no interstitial growth
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of bone. If interstitial growth did occur, with consequent change in the
distance between implants within the same nasal bone, this experiment
would be invalid. Thus, an essential start is a fixed stable reference site
from which dependable measurements of growth may be made.

The accuracy of the results was limited by a variety of factors, such as
similar repositioning of the head for serial roentgenographs, a true ven-
trodorsal view, duplicability of tracing of roentgenographs, and superpo-
sition of tracings. In this roentgenographic study changes were determined
in two planes of space without consideration of the increasing curvature
of bone with growth of this region. Of all the determinations, those at the
frontonasal suture were the least accurate. Although no two animals exhib-
ited identical quantitative growth, the general growth pattern was similar.
The length of the rabbit nasal bone is highly variable.

Growth of the nasal region occurred by the addition of bone at the
internasal, premaxillary—maxillary, and frontonasal sutures and at the free
distal and lateral borders. Dorsal, but not ventral, surface changes were
observed.

John Hunter' proposed that resorption was as characteristic of bone
growth as apposition.® However, in this study apposition was determined
for a given period. In evaluating the growth pattern of the mandible, it was
possible to determine not only the total amount of apposition along the
posterior border but also the total amount of resorption along the anterior
border of the ramus.*

Contiguous bones which are identical, or mirror images, are joined
by a suture with identical bone growth activity on both sides, such as
the sagittal or internasal suture. The essentially straight internasal
suture of the growing rabbit joins symmetrical nasal bones which taper.
Constancy of the equal amount of bone growth on either side of the
suture maintains the symmetrical bone and straight suture form. The
particular anteroposterior shape of the snout, i.e. narrower anteriorly
and wider posteriorly, raises a question as to the growth gradient all
along the internasal and premaxillary—maxillary sutures as well as the
lateral borders of the premaxilla. Progressive decrease anteriorly in

* Another Englishman, Lewis Carroll, in Alice in Wonderland, described 12 decreases and
increases in size.
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the rate of sutural bone growth accentuates this tapering. Anterior
sutural growth of the snout is arrested earlier than posterior sutural
growth.’

The deformity of the snout, including less large nasal bones, after
resection of the nasal septum in growing rabbits could be the result of a
lack of growth rather than a lack of support by the nasal septum. Does
growth of the nasal septum drive the snout forward, with sutural accom-
modation of the related bones? Did resection of a large part of the septum
trigger closure or cessation of activity of the suture complex in the grow-
ing nasal bone region? Does normal interaction of the various growth pat-
terns in a bone complex require maintenance of normal spatial relations
of the individual units in the complex? Further investigation is indicated,
such as a study of nasal growth as in this report after septal resection.

Clinical Comment

Precise analogies cannot and should not be made between rabbits and
human beings. The amount of increase in separation of the implants
on either side of the frontonasal suture indicated that this was a site of
considerable growth. Since growth at this region was not affected after
resection of the frontonasal suture, it was considered to be a secondary
growth site. The proximal, frontal end of the nasal bone in rabbits is prob-
ably the most prolific of the four growth sites studied. Since severe trauma
to this growth site did not result in a clinical deformity, this information
may be relevant in regard to an osteotomy as part of a rhinoplastic proce-
dure in a child or adolescent.

Thus, one might assume that, in children, trauma to the nasal bones,
providing that they are repositioned, will not result in severe deformity.
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CHAPTER 14

Rabbit Nasal Septum*

INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE

The septovomeral region is considered to be an important growth cen-
ter."” The relationship of trauma to this region to nasal and facial devel-
opment is of clinical interest. A group of experiments was designed to test
the effects upon growth of the face of varying degrees of surgical resection
and trauma to different parts of the septovomeral region in both growing
and adult rabbits. The information obtained is reviewed and summarized
in this report in relation both to basic concepts of growth of bones and to
possible clinical significance.

REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

Hilton' in 1845 described the role of the vomer in the downward and for-
ward growth of the maxillae and the deepening of the nasal fossae. Fick’ in
1858 removed a portion of the cartilaginous nasal septum through a
trephine opening of the nasal bones in growing dogs, cats, pigs, and goats.
At autopsy the hard palate was greatly shortened anteroposteriorly and he
stated that growth of the hard palate was dependent upon the growth
of the nasal septum. Landsberger* in 1929 resected in part the anterior
portion of the nasal septum in dogs two weeks of age, and killed them

*Excerpted from: Sarnat BG. (1970) The face and jaws after surgical experimentation with
the septovomeral region in growing and adult rabbits. Acta Otolaryngol Suppl 268.
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six months later. From his findings, he concluded that the growing septum
was an important factor in pushing the floor of the nasal cavity downward.
Selman and Sarnat reported that although the frontonasal suture was a site
of rapid growth,’ its extirpation in the rabbit failed to produce a growth
arrest of the snout.’

MATERIALS AND METHODS
Animals

Different experiments were designed to determine the effects of varying
amounts of surgical resection and trauma to the septovomeral region in
five groups of growing and one group of adult New Zealand albino rabbits
(Table 14.1). Additional rabbits served as operated-on and unoperated-on
controls. The rabbit was selected because of the rapid increase in length of
the snout.

Anesthesia

A solution of 1% procaine hydrochloride (0.5-2 cc) was injected sub-
mucosally in the sulcus between the upper incisors and the lip. First,
the adult rabbits were injected intramuscularly with pentobarbital sodium
(30 mg/kg) and propiopromazine hydrochloride (Tranvet) (7.5 mg/kg).

Surgical Procedure

The animals were secured on an operating board. The face and snout were
cleansed with an antiseptic solution. An about 1.5 cm transverse incision
was made through the mucosa between the upper incisors and the lip. The
tissues were elevated from the premaxilla, entrance was gained to the nasal
cavity, and the septum and septovomeral joint were exposed. This was the
extent of the surgical procedure for the animals which served as operated-
on controls. In a group of growing animals maximum amounts of the
anterior portion and body of the cartilaginous nasal septum, including
mucoperichondrium, were resected.” The vomer was left intact. A similar
procedure was followed in a group of adult rabbits.® In a final group of



Table 14.1 Summary of Various Surgical Experiments on the Septovomeral Region in Growing and Adult Rabbits

Sarnat BG, Wexler MR (1969). Logitudinal development of upper facial deformity. Br J Plast Surg 22: 313-323,
Elsevier

Number of Animals

Control Approx. Age Approx.
(Operated and at Surgery | Post-operative
Special Procedure Unoperated) Experimental (weeks) Survival (weeks) | Type of Study Findings
Growing Rabbits
Resection of 6 18 4-7 17 Cross-sectional |Severe deformity of snout
septovomeral region and incisors
Resection of large 10 15 3 15-21 Cross-sectional |Severe deformity of snout
amount of and incisors
cartilaginous
nasal septum
Resection of large 7 26 2and 3 1-21 “Longitudinnai” | Gradual development of
amount of severe deformity of
cartilaginous snout and incisors
nasal septum
(Continued)
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Table 14.1 (Continued)

Number of Animals

Control Approx. Age Approx.
(Operated and at Surgery | Post-operative
Special Procedure Unoperated) Experimental | (weeks) | Survival (weeks) | Type of Study Findings
Resection of linear 12 6 3 16 Cross-sectional | Moderate deformity of
horizontal snout and incisors
segment of
cartilaginous

nasal septum
Dislocation of 7 10 5-7 16 Cross-sectional |No deformity of snout

and incisors. Deformity

cartilaginous nasal

septum from of septovomeral region

vomerine groove

Adult Rabbits

Resection of large 8 9 Adult 16 Cross-sectional |No gross deformity of
amount of snout or incisors.
cartilaginous Local defect of septum

nasal septum
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growing rabbits, cartilaginous nasal septum, vomer, and premaxilla were
removed.” The mucosal wound margins were approximated and sutured
with No. 4-0 black silk. These animals, except for the one experiment with
adult rabbits, were operated-on at 2—7 weeks of age, weaned at 6-7 weeks
of age, and killed 16-20 weeks later and studied. In addition, in another
experiment, where large amounts of cartilaginous nasal septum were
resected, the animals were studied at death from 4 to 145 days.”

In most instances the animals were euthanized by injecting pentobarbi-
tal sodium into the heart. Immediately after death, the heads were severed
from the body and a portion of the soft tissues was resected. The heads were
then fixed in either 70% ethyl alcohol or 10% formalin. Subsequently, fur-
ther dissection was done and the heads were sectioned just to the left of the
midline in the parasagittal plane with a small hacksaw. The skulls were never
boiled, since this would destroy the remaining cartilaginous nasal septum.

Photographs and Roentgenographs

Antemortem and postmortem photographs were taken of the heads in the
dorsal, lateral frontal, and parasagittal views. Although every effort was
made to obtain comparable photographs, this was not always possible.

Lateral roentgenographs were taken of the sectioned skulls with a
standard roentgen apparatus at a target—film distance of 100 cm operated
at 50 and 100 mA, 58-68 kV, and an exposure time of ¥2—% of a second.
Tracings were made of selected roentgenographs.

RESULTS

Growing Rabbits

Resected septovomeral region and/or cartilaginous nasal septum
(large amounts)

Antemortem observations

As early as four days after resection of cartilaginous nasal septum,
there was a reversal of the incisal relationship, with the upper incisors
being lingual to the lower (Figs. 14.1-14.3).” Subsequently, the sharp
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Fig. 14.1 Antemortem lateral, frontal, and dorsal (retouched) view photographs of
rabbit No. 4, in which a minor amount of nasal septum was removed, and of rabbit No. 18,
in which a major amount of nasal septum was removed, at 21 days of age. Note the extreme
contrast in facial appearance. Animal No. 4 has a relatively normal, long, tapered face,
whereas animal No. 18 has a short, stubby, rounded face with an indentation above the nos-
trils (lateral view) and an overerupted lower incisor. [From: Sarnat BG, Wexler MR. (1966)

Am ] Anat 118: 755-767.]
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Fig. 14.2 Postmortem photographs of lateral view (A) of unoperated-on control
rabbit No. 23, and lateral (B) and frontal views (C) of operated-on littermate rabbit No. 21.
A portion of the septum and vomer were removed at 28 days of age. Postoperative survival
was 118 days. Both animals were killed at 146 days of age. In (B) note the shorter snout,
upper jaw, and face, acute angulation, and peaking at the region of the frontonasal suture
(FN) and sharp downward direction of nasal bones (N). Contrast this with the longer
snout and smoothly curved dorsum of the unoperated-on rabbit in (A). Also note the
malalignment and overgrowth of all incisors in (B) and (C). [From: Wexler MR, Sarnat BG.
(1961) Arch Otolaryngol 74: 305-313.]
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Fig. 14.3 Postmortem dorsal view photographs of the skulls of littermate rabbits
No. 13 (operated-on control) and No. 14 (resected nasal septum) with a postoperative
survival of 110 days. In No. 14 note the lack of development of the snout. In the right-hand
photograph, the right side of the skull of control rabbit No. 13 and the left side of the skull
of experimental rabbit No. 14 were approximated along the posterodorsal and occipital
borders. Note that the differences are limited essentially to the snout area. IL — lower
incisor. White outlines — anterior part of the snout. [From: Sarnat BG, Wexler MR. (1966)
Am ] Anat 118: 755-767.]

incisal edge on the labial surface was not maintained. Overeruption
and fractures of the incisors were frequent in the experimental animals
with a longer postoperative survival. At times food would become
lodged between the spread incisors. These factors sometimes made
ingestion difficult. In a few of the experimental animals, the weight
was less and the fur was not as smooth when compared with the
controls.

The face of the experimental rabbit was shorter, in contrast to
the long, smoothly curved, tapered face seen in the operated-on and
unoperated-on control animals (Fig. 14.1). The snout became progres-
sively stubby, along with the appearance of a pronounced indentation
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above the tip of the nose. This was suggestive of the face of a bulldog and
was prominent less than three weeks postoperatively.

Postmortem observations

Changes noted in the dissected skulls of the experimental animals were
limited to the snout in the region anterior to the orbits, zygomas, and
molars. Although the findings were not always consistent, generally the
degree of change varied directly with the amount of septum resected and
the postoperative survival period.

The following description is characteristic of the most severe defor-
mities seen in animals with the longest postoperative survival. The
snout, when seen from the side, was tapered and shorter than that of the
unoperated-on control. Whereas the snout in the control animal was
the prominent part of the anterior face, this was reversed in the experi-
mental rabbit. There was a deflection of the snout in a forward direc-
tion, beginning anterior to the frontonasal suture. This was in contrast
to the smoothly curved dorsum of the control animals (Figs. 14.1 and
14.4). From below, the palate and the incisive foramen were shorter.
From in front, the nasal aperture was smaller. The snout when viewed
from above was considerably shorter than that of the littermate control
animal (Fig. 14.2).

The nasal bones were considerably shorter and narrower than those of
the control animals and converged toward the premaxilla, with the nasal
height and volume much reduced. The premaxilla and its frontal process
were also shorter. The end of the snout was tapered in the dorsoventral
direction (Fig. 14.3).

Examination of the parasagittally sectioned crania revealed in the
experimental animals the extent of the septal defect in relation to the
remaining septum and deformity of the snout, and in the control animals
the relation of the extent of the nasal septum to the snout (Fig. 14.6). The
site of the beginning of the downward deflection of the nasal bones was
correlated with the posterior border of the septal defect, which was ante-
rior to the frontonasal suture. Whereas in the control animal the nasal
bones and hard palate were about parallel, in the experimental animal
anterior projections of lines from the surfaces of these bones would soon
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AGE IN DAYS

B NO. [ATDEATH_
y 6-1l 19
6-15 37
3-4 52
| -12 95
3-13 131

Fig. 14.4 Reproduction of lateral roentgenographs, arranged according to age from
19 to 131 days at death, of parasagittally sectioned skulls of rabbits with the cartilaginous
nasal septum intact. Note the downward smooth curve of the anterior dorsum; the length
and anterior extension of the nasal bone; the size of the piriform aperture; the length of the
palate; and the form, position, and relationship of the incisors. IL — lower incisor; [U —
upper labial and lingual incisors; Mo — premolars and molars; N — nasal bone; O — orbit;
P — palate; PA — piriform aperture; PU — pulpal cavity. Contrast these with experimental
animals in Fig. 14.5. [From: Sarnat BG, Wexler MR. (1969) Brit ] Plast Surg 22: 313-323.]

intersect. The postmortem gross findings of the facial skeleton at 18, 35,
55,91, and 131 days of age are summarized in Table 14.2.

The left (experimental, No. 14) and right (control, No. 13) sides of the
parasagittally sectioned skulls of littermate animals with the same survival
period were approximated along the posterosuperior and occipital bor-
ders. This demonstrated the extreme differences in the size of the snouts
(Fig. 14.3).



Table 14.2 Postmortem Gross and Roentgenographic Findings on the Face in Selected Rabbits 18-131 Days
of Age After Resection of Cartilaginous Nasal Septum (see Figs. 8, 10, and 11) Sarnat BG, Wexler MR (1969).
Logitudinal development of upper facial deformity. Br J Plast Surg 22: 313-323, Elsevier

Palatal Length
Relation of Anterior Border of S (f;om Nf[elghal
. . . Nasal Bone to Upper Incisor }1r ace of Lpper .
Age at | Postoperative | Anteroposterior Size of First Premolar to | Relation of
Death Survival | Curvature Dorsal Nasal Lingual Incisal | Upper Face
Number | (days) (days) Surface of Snout Aperture Anteriorly Superiorly Alveolar Crest) |to Mandible
8-14 18 4 Within normal | Within normal | Within normal | Within normal | Within normal | Within normal
range range range range range range
8-22 35 14 Slight flattening | Within normal | May be Within normal | May be Upper face
range somewhat range somewhat less | somewhat
less than than normal less
normal prominent
8-25 55 34 Loss of anterior |Less than Less than Decrease Decrease Upper face
curvature normal; soft normal somewhat
tissue less
depression prominent
above upper
incisal area
(Continued)
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Table 14.2 (Continued)
Palatal Length
(from Medial
. . . Relation of Anterior Border of S}lrface of Upper .
Age at | Postoperative | Anteroposterior Size of . First Premolar to | Relation of
. Nasal Bone to Upper Incisor . .
Death Survival | Curvature Dorsal Nasal Lingual Incisal | Upper Face
Number | (days) (days) Surface of Snout Aperture Anteriorly Superiorly Alveolar Crest) |to Mandible
8-20 91 70 Extreme As above but | Considerable | Decrease Decrease Upper face
depression of more decrease much less
anterior extreme prominent
border
3-14 131 110 Severe As above but | Severe Severe Severe Upper face
depression of more decrease decrease decrease severely less
anterior extreme prominent

border
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The upper incisors were usually in lingual occlusion with the lower
incisors — the reverse of the normal. The upper and lower incisors were
overerupted, in malposition, fractured, and deviated. The sharp labial bevel
was frequently absent or reversed. The postmortem gross dental findings
at 18, 35, 55, 91, and 131 days of age are summarized in Table 14.3.

Roentgenographic observations

Examination of the roentgenographs of the parasagittally sectioned
skulls yielded findings not seen on the gross specimens. Differences
between the control (Fig. 14.4) and experimental (Fig. 14.5) animals
were demonstrated in the lateral roentgenographs of the parasagittally
sectioned skulls. Comparisons were significant not only between the
two groups but also within each group, with increase in the postopera-
tive survival period. The postmortem roentgenographic (and gross)
facial and dental findings on the control animals and those rabbits
which had cartilaginous nasal septum resected are summarized in
Tables 14.2 and 14.3.

In the younger experimental animals, the anterior dorsum of the skull
was flat. With increase in postoperative survival this region was shorter,
more posterior and closer dorsoventrally to the upper incisors than in the
control rabbits (Figs. 14.4, 14.5). Other findings on the experimental ani-
mals were larger pulpal cavities in the incisors, an increase in the propor-
tion and amount of erupted to unerupted incisors, and lesser amounts of
alveolar bone supporting the incisors.

Tracings of the roentgenographs and superpositioning of these trac-
ings further illustrated the differences. In the parasagittal view the basal
end of the upper incisor was in close proximity to where a portion of the
septum was resected.

Adult Rabbits

Resected cartilaginous nasal septum (large amounts) in adult rabbits in
antemortem observations of the snout and incisors revealed no gross dif-
ferences between the control and experimental rabbits. In a few of the lat-
ter group a clear nasal discharge was noted at times. Postmortem gross



Table 14.3 Postmortem Gross and Roentgenographic Dental Findings on Selected Rabbits 18-131 Days of
Age After Resection of Cartilaginous Nasal Septum (see Figs. 8, 10, and 11) Sarnat BG, Wexler MR (1969).
Logitudinal development of upper facial deformity. Br J Plast Surg 22: 313-323, Elsevier

Post- Relationship Lateral Alveolar
Age at |Operative| and Occlusion State of Fracture | Deviation Bone
Death | Survival of Upper and Incisal of of Supporting
Number| (days) | (days) Lower Incisors Eruption Incisors | Incisors | Incisal Bevel | Pulpal Size Incisors
8-14 18 4 Relationship slightly | Within 0 0 Within Within Within
reversed from normal normal normal normal
normal; upper range range range range
incisors just
lingual to lowers
incisors but in
occlusion
8-22 35 14 Upper incisors Overeruption 0 0 Within Within Within
definitely lingual normal normal normal
to lower incisors range range range
and not in
occlusion

(Continued)
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Table 14.3 (Continued)
Post- Relationship Lateral Alveolar
Age at |Operative | and Occlusion State of Fracture |Deviation Bone
Death | Survival of Upper and Incisal of Supporting
Number |(Days) | (Days) Lower Incisors Eruption Incisors | Incisors | Incisal Bevel | Pulpal Size Incisors
8-25 55 34 Upper incisors Marked Occasional Some reversal | Some Considerably
markedly lingual overeruption from increase less than
to lower incisors normal over normal
and not in with lingual |  normal
occlusion surface
being more
prominent
8-20 91 70 Upper incisors Marked Not Increased Further Considerably
markedly lingual overeruption | unusual reversal increase less than
to lower incisors normal
and not in
occlusion
3-14  |131 110 Upper incisors Less apparent | Frequent +++ | Frequent Considerable| Considerably
markedly lingual because of reversal increase less than
to lower incisors fractures or absent normal
and not in
occlusion
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AGE IN DAYS
AT |POSTOR
OPER.| SURV.

NO AT
DEATH

8-14| 14 4 18

8-22| 21 14 | 35

8-25| 21 34 | 55

8-20| 21 70 91

3-14| 21 1o | 131

Fig. 14.5 Reproduction of lateral roentgenographs, arranged according to postopera-
tive survival, of parasagittally sectioned skulls of rabbits which had the cartilaginous nasal
septum resected at 14 or 21 days of age, with a postoperative survival of 4-110 days. Note
the flat anterior dorsum with increasing downward deflection in an anterior direction, with
increasing postoperative survival. The deflection begins at the posterior site of resection.
Contrast these with control animals in Fig. 14.4. Note the shorter snout, nasal bone, and
palate and the smaller piriform aperture. Also note in (A) that the upper incisal edge is just
lingual to the lower one. This is more extensive in the animals with longer postoperative
survival. Also in contrast with Fig. 14.4, the incisors are considerably overerupted and
longer and not in occlusion. IL — lower incisor; IV — upper incisor; Mo — premolars and
molars; N — nasal bone; O — orbit; P — palate; PA — piriform aperture; PU — pulpal
cavity. [From: Sarnat BG, Wexler MR. (1969) Brit J Plast Surg 22: 313-323.]

examination of the lateral and parasagittal views of the face, jaws, and inci-
sors likewise showed no gross differences between the control and experi-
mental rabbits (Fig. 14.6). Inspection of the nasal septal region in the
experimental animal (Fig. 14.6B) disclosed a large defect.
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Fig. 14.6 Postmortem photographs of the right halves of left parasagittally sec-
tioned rabbit skulls. (A) Operated-on control animal No. 13. No cartilaginous nasal sep-
tum was resected. (B) Cartilaginous nasal septum was resected in this experimental
adult animal, No. M-1. Compare with (A) and note the similarities of size, shape, and
regularity of incisors. Also note the regularity of the dorsal curvature uninfluenced by
the underlying septal defect, d. (C) Cartilaginous nasal septum was resected in this
experimental animal, No. 11, at three weeks of age, and it was killed at about four
months of age. Note the growth arrest of the snout and the malocclusion of the incisors.
Also note the deflection of the snout in an anterior direction, beginning in the region of
the septal defect, d. S — septum. [From: Sarnat BG, Wexler MR. (1967) Arch Otolaryngol
86: 463-466.]
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DISCUSSION

The Face and Jaws After Surgical Experimentation
with the Septovomeral Region

Young rabbits were used to impose injury during a period of rapid growth.
Resection of the septovomeral region in growing rabbits elicited a prompt
and early response manifested by a deceleration of growth of adjacent
bones. A similar response was obtained, moreover, when large amounts of
only cartilaginous nasal septum were resected with particular care taken
not to injure the septovomeral joint. The severity of the growth arrest
became strikingly apparent with a longer postoperative survival.

Antemortem, the snout of the unaffected animal was long and tapered
with a smoothly curved dorsum (No. 4, Fig. 14.1). This was in contrast to
the snout of the affected animal, which was short, stubby, rounded, with a
sharp deflection of the dorsum in an anterior direction and an indentation
above the nostrils (No. 18, Fig. 14.1). Postmortem, the dissected skull of
the control animal had an appearance comparable with that antemortem.
This was not as true with the experimental animal, because the soft tissue
masked the findings.

The response to resection of cartilaginous nasal septum varied with
the age of the rabbit, the amount (and site) resected, as well as the dura-
tion of the postoperative survival. Although an attempt was made to stan-
dardize the surgical procedure, the same amount of cartilaginous nasal
septum was not resected from comparable sites in all animals. The degree
of change varied from relatively small to extreme, depending on these fac-
tors. Severe deformities involving many lateral facial structures were pro-
duced by removing portions of this midline structure, the cartilage of the
nasal septum.

In a few animals which expired at the time of, or shortly after,
surgery, postmortem examination revealed that about 60-75% of the
cartilaginous portion of the septum was removed. In animals with a
four-month postoperative survival, the surgical defect represented about
only 30-40% of the septum. The defect may have remained nearly the
same in actual size but, proportionately, it became smaller with contin-
ued growth of the cartilaginous nasal septum. Histologic investigation of
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the septal border may provide information regarding the regenerative
activity at this site.

Questions arose as to the role of the cartilaginous nasal septum and its
sites of activity in relation to the growth and form of the snout. Is the
snout deformity a result of lack of growth of the cartilaginous nasal sep-
tum or lack of support?

In a different experiment, large amounts of cartilaginous nasal septum
were resected in adult rabbits.® After a postoperative survival of 16 weeks,
study of the dissected skulls showed a large septal defect but no deformity
of the snout (Fig. 14.6B).

Increase of the cartilaginous nasal septum in height, length, and thick-
ness is by both interstitial and perichondrial growth. The relative contri-
bution of each is not known. A study of the proliferative activity of
chondrocytes with tritiated thymidine indicated the highest activity to be
in the anteroinferior and posterior parts of the cartilaginous nasal septum
(Fig. 11.3). Although the central zone of the cartilaginous nasal septum
had a relatively low rate of proliferation, this rate would result in doubling
of the cell population in about four weeks. Assuming that a significant
increase in septal mass accompanies increased chondrocyte numbers, then
deformities of the snout might well be anticipated as a consequence of
surgical ablation of the central zone early in life.

Dental Changes

Concomitant with lessened growth of the snout, a relative mandibular
prognathism resulted with lack of occlusion of the upper and lower inci-
sors. The incisors overerupted in bizarre forms as a result of continuous
growth and eruption as a logarithmic spiral coupled with a decreased rate
of attrition. The relation of the upper incisors lingual to the lower ones
and overeruption of the incisors proved to be early clinical signs of a devel-
oping deformity of the snout. This was noted as early as four days postop-
eratively (Fig. 14.5). In other experimental rabbits where snout length was
not as severely affected, occlusion was relatively normal.

Another possible cause of this deformity is that the basal ends of
the incisors, adjacent but lateral to the septovomeral region, were trauma-
tized at the time of surgery. No dental deformities were noted (i) in the
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operated-on control animals in which the surgical procedure was carried
out up to removal of cartilaginous nasal septum, (ii) in rabbits in which
the cartilaginous nasal septum was dislocated but not resected, or (iii) in
adult rabbits in which large amounts of cartilaginous nasal septum were
resected.® Consequently, it was concluded that the malocclusion was
related to failure in anterior growth of the snout and not to trauma to the
growing tooth at the time of the original surgery. Malocclusion may occur
on an inherited basis.” Injury to growing rodent incisors may lead not only
to overeruption but also to disturbances in enamel formation.' The latter
was not found in this experiment.

Along with these face, jaw, and dental abnormalities, it is possible that
there were other anatomic and physiologic alterations of the nose, tem-
poromandibular joints, and the rest of the masticatory and respiratory
systems.

Clinical Considerations

Findings on experimental animals may be of assistance in understanding
normal and abnormal growth of bones in the human being. Deformities
of the nasal septum and associated structures seen clinically in the adult
have been considered to be manifestations of severe nasal injury incurred
during an earlier period. Since the above experimental findings confirm
this thesis, it would be advisable that young children who have sustained
injuries to the cartilaginous septum and nose be treated and observed not
only for the immediate but also for late deformities. In addition, they
should be followed for deformities of the teeth, jaws, and face.

In a child with a complete bilateral cleft palate, the upper face may be
unable to obtain a full expression of downward and forward growth
because of lack of contact of the palatal shelves with the ventral-free
actively growing septovomeral region (Fig. 14.7)."" Furthermore, trauma
to the septal region, during cleft palate or septal surgery, might have an
untoward effect upon growth of the nose and upper jaw and face. Injury
to the midpalatine or transpalatine sutures, which are secondary growth
sites, is of less import.'

In surgical procedures related to the nasal bones and septum in the
actively growing child, one would not anticipate a growth arrest in relation
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Fig. 14.7 Frontal section through the upper jaw of a newborn human being with a
bilateral cleft palate. PS — palatine shelf; S — septum. [From: Weinmann JP, Sarnat BG,
Sicher H. (1958) Oral Surg Oral Med Oral Pathol 11: 20-25.]

to trauma to the nasal bones. However, some deficiency of growth might
result if there is sufficient trauma to the cartilaginous nasal septum. This
statement in regard to differential reaction is based upon the absence of
gross deformity of the snout in rabbits after either extirpation of the fron-
tonasal suture or temporary dislocation of the nasal septum, but the pres-
ence of deformity of the snout after resection of cartilaginous nasal
septum.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

A series of surgical experiments on the septovomeral region of young
growing and adult rabbits has been reviewed and summarized. The pur-
pose was to relate this information to basic concepts of growth of bones
and to possible clinical significance.

After resection of the septovomeral region and/or large amounts of
only cartilaginous nasal septum in young growing rabbits, there was, as
early as four days postoperatively, a deceleration of growth of the snout, a
reversal of the incisal relationship, and an overeruption of the incisors.
At postmortem in the experimental animals, as contrasted with the
controls, the snout was shorter and smaller, with a resulting severe relative
mandibular prognathism. The nasal and premaxillary bones were smaller,
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as were the nasal cavity and piriform aperture. At the posterior border of
the septal defect there was considerable downward deflection of the nasal
bones in an anterior direction. This was in contrast to the smoothly curved
dorsum of the control animals. The extent and severity of the deformity
varied with the amount of cartilaginous nasal septum resected, the age of
the animal at the time of resection, and the length of the postoperative
survival. It is concluded that after resection the remaining cartilaginous
nasal septum is unable to attain its full expression of growth. The rela-
tionship of the cartilaginous nasal septum to growth of the snout can be
compared with that of the orbital contents to the growth of the orbit and
the brain to the growth of the cranium.

When large amounts of cartilaginous nasal septum were resected in
adult rabbits, neither snout nor dental changes were observed.

The cartilaginous nasal septum is important in the growth and devel-
opment of the upper face of the rabbit. This information if applicable to
human beings is of particular clinical significance in young patients with
injuries to this area or with bilateral complete cleft palates.
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CHAPTER 15

Growth of Multiple Facial Sutures*

INTRODUCTION

The purposes of this experimental study on the Macaca rhesus monkey were:
(1) to compare the relative amounts of sutural growth in selected areas of the
face by means of metallic implants; (2) to compare the roentgenograph with
the direct method of measuring growth by means of metallic implants; and
(3) to study the direction of growth of certain components of the facial skele-
ton by superpositioning tracings of serially taken roentgenographs.

There is no report showing the role played by external facial sutures in
the growth of the face using direct measurements (taken on the skull) in
combination with indirect measurements (taken on the roentgenograph).
The sutures studied were the frontomacxillary, frontozygomatic, zygomati-
comaxillary, zygomaticotemporal, and premaxillomaxillary ones.

MATERIAL

The Macaca rhesus monkey was selected because it was the only readily
available animal closely related to man. Although the anatomic details
were not identical to those of the human being, it was felt that important
information could be obtained in regard to normal growth of the face.

*Excerpted from: Gans BJ, Sarnat BG. (1951) Sutural facial growth of the Macaca
rhesus monkey: a gross and serial roentgenographic study by means of metallic
implants. Am ] Orthod 37: 827-841. Prizewinning article, American Association of
Orthodontists.
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Eight monkeys (five males and three females) ranging in age from
about 8 months to 2 years were obtained from the Frank Buck farms in
Florida. Since all animals were born in freedom, it was necessary to rely on
the dentition to determine their approximate ages. These animals were
divided into three groups on the basis of age. The youngest group, con-
sisting of four animals, had a complete deciduous dentition and was esti-
mated to be about 8 months of age. The intermediate group of two
monkeys had the four permanent first molars and was estimated to be
18 months of age, while the oldest group of two animals was believed to
be about 24 months of age because of the presence of the permanent cen-
tral and lateral incisors as well as the permanent first molars. The experi-
mental period ranged from seven to ten months.

METHODS
Anesthesia

The animals were anesthetized with an intraperitoneal injection of a 3%
solution of sodium pentobarbital (1/2 cc per pound body weight) to insert
the metallic implants and to take cephalometric roentgenographs.

Metallic Implants (Direct Measurements)

A surgical approach was developed to implant amalgam in the bone on
each side of the following sutures: frontozygomatic, frontomaxillary, zygo-
maticomaxillary, zygomaticotemporal, and premaxillomaxillary (Fig. 15.1).
A sterile technique was utilized throughout the operative procedure. After
the animals were secured to the operating table, the left side of the head
and face was shaved. The surgical field was painted with 3% tincture of
iodine, followed by 70% alcohol, and then isolated with sterile towels.

The incisions were planned so as to avoid the facial nerve. Interference
with the motor nerve supply to the facial musculature would disturb func-
tion and therefore affect the experiment.

The zygomaticotemporal and frontozygomatic sutures were exposed by
overlying, horizontal, extraoral incisions. The frontomaxillary suture was
exposed by a midline, vertical, extraoral incision. The zygomaticomaxillary
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Fig. 15.1 Diagram of lateral view of a monkey skull showing facial sutures studied.
Amalgam which was implanted on each side of the sutures is shown as a large black dot.
F — frontal bone; M — maxilla; P — premaxilla; T — temporal bone; Z — zygoma.

and premaxillomaxillary sutures were exposed intraorally by incisions
which followed the plane of these sutures. When the periosteum was
reached, it was incised and elevated to expose the bone. A No. 35 inverted
cone dental bur, mounted in a dental handpiece, was used to prepare cavi-
ties in bones adjacent to the selected suture lines. Amalgam was packed into
the prepared cavities because of its radiopacity, pliability, and tolerance by
tissues. An indentation was made in the center of each implant with the
point of a caliper, and the distance between each pair of implants recorded.
The soft tissue was then replaced and sutured with 000 black silk.

The trauma at the time of surgical operation and insertion of implants
may have influenced sutural growth. All sites of implantation were
exposed in a similar manner. Inasmuch as the same procedure was used at
all times, the effects should be similar. The purpose of this investigation
was to determine trends rather than the exact amounts of growth at indi-
vidual sutures.

Cephalometric Roentgenographs and Tracings (Indirect Measurements)

During the course of the experiment, cephalometric roentgenographs
were taken on the Broadbent—Bolton cephalometer at monthly intervals
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(Fig. 15.2A). The animals were oriented in the Frankfurt horizontal plane.
An ear post was placed in each external auditory meatus, with the lower
border of the left orbit touching the orbital marker. The exposure time was
1 s for the lateral films and 1%z s for the frontal films at 20 Ma. and 68 KYP.
The distance between the centers of each pair of implants was recorded
directly from the roentgenographs.

To have comparable serial roentgenographs, the position of the head
in the cephalometer must be constant. An attempt was made to position
the heads as accurately as possible. The orbital landmark was palpated
through the skin. Some variation was introduced into the vertical position
of the head. This was of no consequence in the lateral roentgenographs.
Regardless of the vertical orientation of the head, as long as the ear
posts are in the external auditory meati the lateral films are comparable
(Fig. 15.2B).

Individual tracings were made of the serial roentgenographs for
each animal. Tracings of the original and final roentgenographs were
superposed on the outlines of sella turcica and the most superior
portion of the anterior cranial fossa defined by the roofs of the orbits
(Fig. 15.2C).

Variation in the distance of the implants from the film and the varia-
tion in angulation of paired implants to the central ray of the X-ray tube
were at least two factors responsible for some distortion. A minimum
of distortion occurs with implants lying in a plane perpendicular to
the central ray of the X-ray tube. Implants placed in the frontomaxillary,
frontozygomatic, and zygomaticotemporal sutures fall into this category.
However, implants placed in the area of the zygomaticomaxillary and pre-
maxillomaxillary sutures lie in a plane oblique to the central ray of the
tube and consequently show distortion. This error is avoided in measure-
ments taken directly on the skulls.

Preparation of Material

The animals were euthanized by an intraperitoneal dose of sodium pento-
barbital 7-10 months after the start of the experiment. The heads were
then severed and the soft tissues dissected. Selected skulls were bleached in
a solution of albone C (30% H,0,). One skull was cleared by placing it in
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Fig. 15.2 (A) Anesthetized Macaca rhesus monkey in position in the cephalometer for
taking lateral and frontal roentgenographs; cassette in position for a lateral roentgeno-
graph. (B) Lateral cephalometric roentgenograph of a monkey skull with radiopaque amal-
gam implants on each side of facial sutures studied. F — frontal bone; M — maxilla; P —
premacxilla; T — temporal bone; Z — zygoma. (C) Superposed tracings of serial cephalo-
metric roentgenographs, demonstrating movement of implants with total growth of the
face in the monkey. F-M — frontomaxillary suture area implants; F-Z — frontozygomatic
suture area implants; P-M — premaxillomaxillary suture area implants; Z-M — zygo-
maticomaxillary suture area implants; Z-T — zygomaticotemporal suture area implants.
Position of the implant at the beginning of the study o; position of the implant at the com-
pletion of the study e. Note the downward and forward movement of all the implants,
except for the one placed on the temporal side of the zygomaticotemporal suture, which
moved posteriorly. Also note the stability of the facial pattern.
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70% alcohol for two days, in 95% alcohol for one week, and in absolute
alcohol for one week. It was then placed in a solution of methyl salicylate.
This method makes the bone translucent and permits excellent visualiza-
tion of implants.

FINDINGS
Examination of Skulls
Tissue reaction to individval implants

Of the 80 implants inserted, 1 was lost and 73 remained firmly within the
facial skeleton. Evidence of infection was seen in only one animal. The thin
plates of bone were resorbed and some metallic implants were found lying
free in the connective tissue. Fifty-nine implants were found to be partially
or completely covered by a thin plate of bone, while 14 were completely
visible.

Amalgam implants placed on the lateral surface of the frontal bone
could no longer be seen from the lateral view. They were now visible only
on the medial surface of the frontal bone which forms the lateral wall of
the orbit. Pegs placed at the zygomaticotemporal suture on the lateral sur-
face of the zygomatic process of the temporal bone were similarly visible
only from the medial surface of the zygomatic arch.

Separation of paired implants

Measurements of the distance between sutural implants taken on the
skulls revealed that separation of implants at the zygomaticotemporal
suture exceeded that of all other regions studied. Next in amount of sep-
aration were the implants in the area of the zygomaticomaxillary suture.
Separation of paired implants at the frontozygomatic, frontomaxillary,
and premaxillomaxillary sutures was considerably less. Variations in the
increased distance between paired implants were noted. In several
animals the separation of implants at the frontomaxillary suture
exceeded that at the premaxillomaxillary suture. In others the reverse
was true. This lack of consistency, as well as the small amount of increase
in the separation of paired sutural implants at the frontomaxilliary,
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frontozygomatic, and premaxillomaxillary sutures, made it difficult to
place these areas in a definite order. In the two older groups of animals,
the implants were separated to a lesser degree than was observed in the
younger group, the only exception being the implants at the premaxillo-
maxillary suture.

Examination of Roentgenographs
Individual implants

Analysis of serial frontal roentgenographs revealed that the implants orig-
inally placed on the lateral surfaces of the zygomatic processes of the tem-
poral and frontal bones were now closer to the medial surfaces.

Paired implants

Measurements taken on the roentgenographs followed closely those taken
on the specimens. Implants at the zygomaticotemporal suture showed
the greatest amount of separation. Implants at the zygomaticomaxillary
suture were next. The small amount of separation of implants in the other
three areas precluded their placement in a definite order.

Rate of separation

In all three groups studied, the rate of separation of implants at the zygo-
maticotemporal suture exceeded that in all other areas. In the youngest
group of animals, the rate of separation of implants at the zygomati-
cotemporal and zygomaticomaxillary sutures exceeded that of the other
two groups. In the middle group, the rate of separation at the frontomax-
illary and frontozygomatic sutures exceeded that of the other two groups,
while in the oldest group the rate of separation at the premaxillomaxillary
sutures exceeded that of the other two groups.

Examination of Superposed Tracings of Serial Roentgenographs

The tracings of the roentgenographs were superposed on sella turcica
and the most superior outline of the anterior portion of the cranial
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fossa as defined by the roofs of the orbits. This revealed a downward and
forward movement of all implants except those on the temporal side
of the zygomaticotemporal suture, which moved downward and poste-
riorly (Fig. 15.2C). The findings on the oldest group of animals were
similar, with the exception of the implants in the zygomatic process
of the temporal bone. These appeared to be stationary throughout
the study.

DISCUSSION
Appositional Growth

Local tissue reaction to the metallic implants used in this study proved to
be minimal. Of the 80 implants inserted, 73 were retained, many of which
were covered by a thin bony plate, demonstrating lateral surface growth of
the facial bones. The most striking area of surface growth was the zygo-
matic arch and the lateral wall of the orbit.

Sutural Growth

The greatest amount of separation of paired implants occurred in the
areas of the zygomaticotemporal and zygomaticomaxillary sutures. These
areas contribute primarily to the anteroinferior growth of the face. The
zygomaticotemporal suture lying as it does in the general plane of the
junction between the visceral and the cranium reflects the growth of this
area. The zygomaticomaxillary suture, lying anteriorly but in a plane par-
allel to that of the craniofacial hafting zone, contributes to the downward
and forward movement of the middle face.

The two sutures observed in this study which contribute most to the
downward growth of the face are the frontomaxillary and frontozygomatic
ones. Although growth was evident in these areas, it did not account for
the entire vertical growth of the face. The floor of the nose was found to
have descended to a lower level than could be accounted for by growth of
the frontomaxillary and frontozygomatic sutures. The same was true of
the occlusal plane of the teeth. This difference was attributed to surface
resorption and apposition.
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The premaxillary segment of the facial skeleton was relatively inactive
except during eruption of the permanent central incisors, and particularly
just prior to the eruption of the permanent canines.

The rate and total amount of growth in the areas of the frontomaxil-
lary, frontozygomatic, and premaxillomaxillary sutures were significantly
lower than the rate and total amount of growth in the zygomaticotempo-
ral and zygomaticomaxillary sutures. The greatest difference in the meas-
urements of the distance between the paired sutural implants at the
beginning and the termination of the experiment was found at the zygo-
maticotemporal suture. The frontozygomatic, frontomaxillary, and pre-
maxillomaxillary sutures were relatively inactive.

Total Facial Growth

The regularity of the growth process in maintaining the basic pattern with
which ontogenetic growth proceeds should be stressed. The outlines of the
occlusal planes of teeth, observed in either the deciduous or the perma-
nent dentition, descended in a plane parallel to the original one. The same
was true for the plane of the floor of the nose. The outline of the facial pro-
file was likewise shifted but not distorted with growth. The oldest group
exhibited the beginning of formation of the supraorbital ridge. Although
no two animals exhibited identical quantitative growth, the general
pattern of growth was similar. This study suggests that sutural growth
of the face varies in different age periods as follows: (1) the anteroposte-
rior growth is most active in the age group from about 8 to 15 months;
(2) the vertical growth is most active in the age group from about 18 to
34 months.

Comparison between the Roentgenographic and Direct Methods
of Measuring Growth

Harmonious growth of the craniofacial complex takes place in three
planes of space. There is a vertical, a lateral, and an anteroposterior com-
ponent. Whether growth is measured on the skull or on serial roent-
genographs, the true direction of this development is extremely difficult
to observe, not only because the various sutures grow at different rates
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but also because of their position in space. It is likely that with growth
the position of the sutural planes relative to each other is changed. Growth
of the face, therefore, does not follow straight lines, but with the rotation
of the sutural planes, the bones of the face follow various curves.
Measurements of this growth, taken either on the skull or the roent-
genographs, show only the linear enlargement. Although this study con-
cerns itself with the growth of the face, it is fully realized that an
inseparable coordination exists in the growth of the face and the skull as a
whole.

The advantage of the direct method of measuring growth is that it
gives accurate information about total growth, while the advantage of the
roentgenographic method is that it permits serial study of the rate and rel-
ative direction of growth. Because they complement each other, the two
methods for studying bone growth were combined.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

(1) This report is based on 8 growing Macaca rhesus monkeys in which 80
metallic implants were used to study growth of the frontomaxillary,
frontozygomatic, zygomaticotemporal, zygomaticomaxillary, and pre-
maxillomaxillary sutures. The experimental period varied from 7 to
10 months.

(2) Direct measurements between each pair of implants were made at the
time of placement and upon completion of the study.

(3) Frontal and lateral serial cephalometric roentgenographs were taken
at monthly intervals on the Broadbent-Bolton cephalometer. The
increased distance between the centers of paired implants was recorded
to show the rate of growth at each suture.

(4) Tracings of the lateral roentgenographs were superposed on sella tur-
cica and the superior outline of the orbits to study the change in posi-
tion of the implants with growth.

(5) Examination of the skulls

(a) The greatest increase in the distance between the paired sutural
implants was seen at the zygomaticotemporal suture. It was read-
ily and relatively accurately measurable. This was less true of the
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zygomaticomaxillary suture. The frontomaxillary, frontozygo-
matic, and premaxillomaxillary sutures were relatively inactive.

(b) Appositional growth was most prominent on the zygomatic arch
and zygomatic process of the frontal bone. In these areas implants
initially placed on the lateral side were now visible only from the
medial side.

(c) Only the total amount of growth could be determined from direct
measurements.

(6) Examination of roentgenographs

(a) Sutural growth of the facial bones varied in different age periods
as follows: the anteroposterior growth was most active in the age
group from about 8 to 15 months; the vertical growth was most
active in the age group from about 18 to 34 months.

(b) The rate of separation of paired implants was greatest at the zygo-
maticotemporal suture.

(c) Roentgenographic studies gave information not only about total
growth but also about the rate of growth.

(d) The roentgenographic method of measuring growth was not
entirely accurate because of (i) difficulties in the proper position-
ing of the animals in relation to the X-ray tube, (ii) variation in
the distance of the implants from the film, and (iii) variation in
angulation of paired implants to the central ray of the X-ray tube.

(7) Examination of tracings

(a) All metallic implants moved in a downward and anterior direction
except for those on the temporal side of the zygomatic arch, which
moved downward and posteriorly. In the oldest animal this
implant remained stationary.

(b) Outlines of the occlusal plane and floor of the nose descended in
a plane parallel to each other. In the youngest group the bony pro-
file of the face was shifted anteriorly, maintaining the original out-
line, while in the intermediate and older groups there was a trend
toward “snouting.” The oldest animal exhibited the beginning of
formation of the supraorbital ridge.
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CHAPTER 16

Maxillary Sinus*

INTRODUCTION

In the human being, the maxillary sinus may decrease' or increase’ in size
after extraction of the maxillary teeth. Because of these conflicting state-
ments, an investigation was undertaken to determine the change in vol-
ume of the maxillary sinus of the adult dog after the extraction of teeth
adjacent to the maxillary sinus.

In a previous report,’ it was determined by means of metallic casts
that there was no significant difference between the volumes of the right
and left maxillary sinuses of dogs. In this work, the plan was to compare
the volumes of the left and right maxillary antra in dogs in which teeth
adjacent to the left maxillary sinus had been extracted. The antrum of the
unoperated-on side served as a control for the one adjacent to the site of
extraction. This method offered only one opportunity to make a cast of
each sinus. No such study was found in a review of the literature.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE GROSS ANATOMY OF THE MAXILLARY
SINUS OF THE DOG

The maxillary sinus of the dog is essentially a deep depression of the
nasal surface of the maxilla. It comprises the dorsal, lateral, and ventral

*Excerpted from: Rosen MD, Sarnat BG. (1955) Change of volume of the maxillary
sinus of the dog after extraction of adjacent teeth. Oral Surg Oral Med Oral Pathol
8:420-429.
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walls of the sinus. The medial wall is formed anteriorly and, for most of
its extent, by the lateral lamina of the ethmoid bone.* The posterior part
of the medial wall of the antrum is formed by the vertical plate of the
palatine bone. Its opening, the ostium, is large and oval, with the long
axis situated vertically and at the anteromedial end of the sinus. The
roof and the floor of the sinus diverge dorsally and ventrally behind the
confines of this opening. The medial and lateral walls diverge also, to a
lesser amount. All the walls meet posteriorly in a rounded fundus. The
antrum is superior to the maxillary third and fourth premolars and the
first molar. Measurements of a normal antrum in the adult dog are as

follows:

Height (mm) Width (mm) Length (mm) Volume (cc)
Miller* 20 10 20 —
Eller’ 22 5 32 2.3
Rosen and Sarnat® 23 9.5 30 2.1

BRIEF GROSS DESCRIPTION OF THE MAXILLARY DENTITION OF THE DOG

Each quadrant of the dog’s dentition is composed of three incisors: one
canine, four premolars, and two molars in the maxillary (Fig. 16.1), and an
additional molar in the mandibular quadrants. Thus, the dental formula
for the upper and lower quadrants is written as follows: I 3/3, C 1/1,
PM 4/4, M 2/3.

The maxillary incisors have single roots flattened mesiodistally. The
canine has a single root which curves distally, is oval in cross section, and
is the largest in all dimensions. The first premolar has a single root. The
second and third premolars have two roots each, situated mesiodistally in
relation to each other. All of these roots are circular in cross section. The
maxillary fourth premolar and first and second molars each have three
roots, essentially round in cross section. Their roots are situated as follows:
two buccally (one mesially and one distally) and one palatally opposite the
mesiobuccal root in the fourth premolar and about equidistant between
the two buccal roots in the molars, forming a triangle.
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Fig. 16.1 Roentgenographs of the skull of an operated-on dog, No. 15, with casts
reseated. The left maxillary third and fourth premolars and first and second molars were
extracted 12 months before death. At postmortem the volume of the left maxillary sinus
was determined to be 1.7 cc, and that of the right maxillary sinus was 1.3 cc. (A) Lateral
view of the unoperated-on right half of the skull; (B) Lateral view of the operated-on left
half of the skull; (C) Dorsoventral view; r — cast of the right maxillary sinus; 1 — cast of
the left maxillary sinus. Note that the upper central incisors are absent. They were removed
to facilitate a midsagittal sectioning of the skull.
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MATERIAL AND METHODS

Ten young, adult, apparently normal, mongrel dogs with complete denti-
tions were selected at random from the general animal hospital supply
without regard to either sex or breed. The dog was selected for this exper-
iment because it was readily available and had a maxillary sinus of suffi-
cient size to facilitate the contemplated casting procedure.

General anesthesia was used for the dental extractions. It was obtained
by injecting an aqueous solution containing 0.06 g morphine sulfate sub-
cutaneously and by injecting, one-half to one hour later, 0.33 cc of a 3%
pentobarbital sodium solution per pound of body weight intraperi-
toneally. This was supplemented with a local infiltration of about 2—3 cc of
1% procaine hydrochloride with epinephrine 1-50,000 solution to aid in
hemostasis and to obtund more profoundly reflexes arising in the perios-
teum of the maxilla. Either all or only certain maxillary teeth on the left
side were extracted. All multirooted teeth were sectioned by means of not
only a carborundum disk but also a chisel and mallet prior to removal.
Care was taken to minimize trauma at all times and not to destroy the buc-
cal plate of the alveolar process. The individual roots were then loosened
with the use of a straight elevator and delivered by means of a pair of
forceps. After the removal of the teeth, a buccal mucoperiosteal flap
was elevated and brought over the alveolar wound as much as was possi-
ble and closed with 000 chromic gut sutures. The animals were fed the
standard hospital dog ration of a mixture of Purina Dog Kibbled Meal
(one part), Miller’s Puppy Meal (two parts), and freshly ground horse
meat (one part).

After about one year, all the animals were exsanguinated and decapi-
tated immediately after death, their cranial contents were macerated, and
the heads were fixed in 10% formalin. After complete fixation, the heads
were sectioned in the midsagittal plane with a band saw. To facilitate
this procedure, it was necessary to extract both upper central incisors
(Fig. 16.1C). The ostium of each half was exposed by dissection. The spec-
imens were rinsed in water and the sinuses flushed to remove any debris.
The sectioned heads were then allowed to dry at room temperature until
drops of moisture no longer could be recovered from the antra by vibra-
tion. Handy and Harman low fusing metal type “D” at about 95°C was
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then cast into each maxillary sinus via its normal ostium. This metal was
selected because its casting range was below the boiling point of water.
Thus, it was possible to avoid pitting of the castings which might result
from the vaporization of any moisture present in the maxillary sinuses.
The cast was delivered by removal of the medial wall of the sinus and the
excess metal was trimmed at the level of the ostium. From these casts, by
means of their weights and the specific gravity of the metal (9.58), the vol-
umes of the sinuses were determined. The casts were reseated in all speci-
mens, and lateral- (Figs. 16.1A, B) and dorsoventral-view (Fig. 16.1C)
roentgenographs were taken.

Those dimensional changes resulting from fixation with formalin,
drying in air, use of metal for the cast, and determination of the level of
the ostium may have contributed to a final inaccuracy in each measure-
ment. All specimens were treated similarly, and special effort was
expended to prepare the two halves of each head in an identical manner.

FINDINGS

In two of the dogs in which the maxillary teeth were extracted, the volumes
of the left and right maxillary sinuses differed by less than 3%. In the
remaining eight dogs, the differences ranged from 4.6% to 27.1%. In seven
of these eight dogs, the maxillary sinus was larger on the left side, from
which the teeth were extracted. In only one animal was the maxillary sinus
larger by more than 3% on the unoperated-on right side (No. 12, 4.6%).
The lateral and dorsoventral roentgenographs taken of all specimens, with
their casts reseated, were not adequate for determining volumetric changes.

The percentage difference in volume between the left and right maxil-
lary sinuses was plotted for each of ten normal dogs’ and the ten dogs
whose left maxillary teeth were extracted. There was a shift to the left, des-
ignating increased left maxillary sinus volume in the dogs which had their
left maxillary teeth extracted.

DISCUSSION

The growth and development of a living organism result from an interac-
tion of genetic and environmental influences. The physiologic stability of
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the components of the adult organism is the result of many interrelated
factors, prominent among which is the normal functional use of each
component organ. The general hypertrophic effects of excessive use or the
atrophic effects of disuse of an organ are well recognized. Modifications in
the functions of a part are reflected in alterations in the form of that part.

The functional use of the dentition in mastication is accompanied by
the production of forces which are brought to bear on that which is being
masticated and which, in turn, react to the dentition and its supporting
structures. To maintain these reactive forces within physiologic limits, the
maxilla and its cranial attachments are utilized in such a manner as to
spread and thereby diffuse and reduce the forces exerted on the dentition.
In the maxilla, masticatory forces are transmitted from the teeth to the
alveolar process via the periodontal membrane. The alveolar process
transmits these forces in two principal directions. The palatine process of
the maxilla receives part of the forces and transmits them transversely
to the palatine process of the maxilla of the opposite side. The remainder
of the force is transmitted and dissipated via the facial surface of the max-
illa to the cranium and its vault by three buttresses (frontomaxillary, zygo-
maticomaxillary, and pterygomaxillary).?

The maxillary sinus occupies the interval between the palatine process
of the maxilla and the facial surface of this bone, and is situated at the base
of the alveolar process. Thus, it lies at the crossroads, as it were, of the
pathway of forces from the teeth as they are transmitted to the cranium,
and away from their site of origin.

The extraction of maxillary teeth in this region serves to reduce the
functional forces transmitted along the trajectories enumerated previ-
ously. The alveolar process is dependent upon the presence of teeth,
regardless of whether or not they are active in mastication.®” After the
extraction of teeth, the normal rate of resorption in the alveolar process
continues, but the rate of apposition of bone is reduced as a consequence
of the absence of functional stimulation. The result is a net reduction in
the mass of the alveolar process.

This sequence of events occurs along all the bony pathways concerned
with the distribution of masticatory stresses. At least two modifying fac-
tors also operate. The first is distance. The greater the distance from the
site of original masticatory stresses, the less the effect their variation will
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have on the bony architecture. Second, at these more distant sites other
stresses, such as those resulting from origins or insertions of muscles, are
encountered. Variations in masticatory stresses could affect the architec-
ture of the more distant sites maximally, therefore, only by that percentage
of the total forces that they contribute. The floor of the maxillary sinus
bears an intimate relation to the teeth. It is so situated that the forces of
occlusal action are still powerful at its site, and can still affect its architec-
ture. In addition to this, much of the walls of the antrum, and especially
the region of its floor, are devoid of muscular attachment. Thus, the mas-
ticatory forces contribute most of the functional forces transmitted by this
region. After the extraction of maxillary teeth the sinus is bounded by
walls in which the functional forces are reduced, and therefore by walls
wherein bulk is reduced. The reduction in bulk of the walls contributes to
the enlargement of the sinus.

The site of maximum enlargement of the maxillary sinus is probably
at its floor, since this region is most closely associated with the functional
changes in the dentition. A somewhat lesser effect is probably found in the
external wall of the sinus. However, it was not possible in this investigation
to determine with any accuracy the specific sites of change of form. The
roentgenographic material did not lend itself to accurate study of changes
in either volume or form.

In the human being, the maxillary sinus often bears an intimate rela-
tion to the maxillary teeth, the roots of which invaginate into the sinus.
These intrasinus projections are often associated with concomitant ridges
that cross the sinus and may even form septa in the sinuses. The removal
of these teeth and the resorption of their supporting bony invaginations
could contribute to an enlargement of the sinus. In the dog, the roots of
the maxillary teeth most closely associated with the antrum do not intrude
upon the sinus in this manner, even in these largest antra. It must be
assumed, therefore, that the sinus floor and possibly its lateral wall were
resorbed and the enlarged sinus occurred because of a general change in
the functional pattern of the bone and not because teeth projected into the
antrum. In a study of roentgenographs of a patient born without teeth or
tooth buds, it was of interest to note the extremely fragile appearance of
the facial skeleton and the very high degree of pneumatization. All sinuses
were extensive and were contained within very thin walls.”
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The continuous eruption of teeth (accompanied by their supporting
bone) which are without antagonists suggests an alternate investigation in
which the influence of the extraction of mandibular teeth upon the oppos-
ing maxillary teeth and volume of the maxillary sinus may be studied.

CLINICAL APPLICATION

Surgical preparation of the jaws in the human being prior to the con-
struction of artificial full dentures is a frequent need. Occasionally a max-
illary tuberosity is encountered in which alveolectomy is indicated, but in
which a large antrum has resulted in such thinning of the tuberosity wall
that surgical correction is not advisable. The results of this investigation
suggest that alveolectomy should be performed preferably at the time of
extraction rather than at a later date. The loss of maxillary posterior teeth
many years before the need for a complete artificial denture may allow for
excessive pneumatization of the maxillary tuberosity by the antrum if the
correction is left until the later date.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The purpose of this investigation was to compare the volumes of the left
and right maxillary sinuses in the dog after extraction of teeth adjacent to
the left maxillary sinus.

In ten normal adult dogs with complete dentitions, the upper left third
and fourth premolars and first and second molars were extracted in seven,
and the entire superior left quadrant of teeth in the other three. These dogs
were euthanized 6—12 months later, and their heads were immediately sev-
ered, fixed, and sectioned in the midsagittal plane. A low-fusing-point
metal was poured into the maxillary sinus of each half via its exposed
ostium. The casts were then delivered by removal of the medial wall of the
sinus, and the excess was trimmed at the level of the ostium. From these
casts, by means of their weight and the specific gravity of the metal, the
volumes of the sinuses were determined.

In two of the experimental dogs, the volumes of the left and right
maxillary sinuses differed by less than 3%. In the other eight dogs, the
differences ranged from 4.6% to 27.1%. In seven of these eight animals,
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the maxillary sinus was larger on the left side, from which the teeth were
extracted. In only one animal was the maxillary sinus larger by more than
3% on the unoperated-on side. From this limited preliminary study, it was
concluded that the extraction of teeth adjacent to the maxillary sinus
caused it to increase in size. The possible mode of action was discussed.
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CHAPTER 17

The Palate*

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this experiment was to determine grossly (1) the effects
of reduced vascularity upon the hard palate, (2) the effects of trauma by
total removal of the sutural growth sites of the hard palate upon palatal
and facial growth in the normal rhesus monkey, and (3) something
about the nature of sutural growth. The following was done to accom-
plish this: (1) complete unilateral removal of the palatal mucoperios-
teum and severance of the descending palatine artery, and (2) production
of complete surgical clefts of the soft and bony palate. No such report
has been found in the literature. This experiment was not meant to
be comparable with that of the problem of the cleft lip and palate patient
with an underdeveloped and undersized maxilla. However, it was
felt that this approach would offer an important and basic contribution
to the general subject of the effect of decreased circulation and trauma,
and to the specific subject of the effect on palatal, sutural, and facial
growth.

*Excerpted from: Sarnat BG. (1958) Palatal and facial growth in Macaca rhesus mon-
keys with surgically produced palatal clefts. Plast Reconstr Surg 22: 29—-41. Winner of the
Senior Award First Prize in the 1957 contest sponsored by the Foundation of the
American Society of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery and Beverly Hills Academy of
Medicine.

235



236  Craniofacial Biology and Craniofacial Surgery

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Because the growth activity of the face is greatest during early life, the
youngest Macaca rhesus monkeys obtainable were used for this experi-
ment. Their age at the beginning of the experiment was estimated, accord-
ing to the primary dentition, to be about 8 months. They weighed from
4% to 6 pounds. A total of 14 monkeys were included in this report:
7 unoperated-on controls, two animals in which the mucoperiosteum was
completely removed from the left side of the hard palate, and 5 animals in
which not only the mucoperiosteum was removed from the left half of the
hard palate but also a complete surgical cleft was produced. Unilateral sur-
gical procedures were performed, so as to be able to compare the operated-
on and unoperated-on sides in the same animal.

The animals were anesthetized by an intraperitoneal injection of a 3%
aqueous solution of sodium pentobarbital (V2 cc/lb of body weight). Using a
sterile surgical technique, the mucoperiosteum was incised on the left half of
the hard palate along the posterior border, then anteriorly close to the mid-
line on the right side and along the lingual border of the alveolar process. The
descending palatine artery at its exit from the major palatine foramen was
isolated, ligated, cut, and permitted to retract. The foramen was plugged with
dental amalgam. The remaining mucoperiosteum was then elevated and
removed completely. The palatal aponeurosis was dissected from the poste-
rior part of the hard palate on the left side only. In addition, in five animals
the exposed left bony palate was resected with a dental tapered fissure bur.
This included the median and left transverse palatine sutures, the major pala-
tine foramen, and nasal mucoperiosteum. Care was taken not to disturb
either the alveolar process or the teeth. Thus, complete communication was
established between the oral and nasal cavities. Bleeding was controlled and
the animals were returned to their cages with the palatal wounds exposed.
The postoperative survival period ranged from 1 to 34 months. An attempt
was made to obtain approximately comparable unoperated-on controls. This
was based upon the dental age, because the chronologic age was not known.

Upon the death of the animal, the head was severed and fixed imme-
diately in a 10% solution of formalin. After removal of the mandible and
the tongue, a photograph was taken of the oral palatal surface (Fig. 17.1,
upper row). The skull was then dissected and additional photographs were
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Fig. 17.1 Postmortem photographs of the oral palatal area of operated-on monkeys

arranged in approximate order of increasing defect in the bony palate. Animals Nos. 9 and
10 had only the mucoperiosteum removed from the left half of the palate and ligation and
cutting of the descending palatine artery at its exit from the major palatine foramen. The
remaining animals had the left hard palatal area resected. The upper row of photographs
was taken prior to the removal of the soft tissues. The lower row of photographs is of the
corresponding animals after removal of the soft tissues. Note how the soft tissues mask the
underlying bony defect. The rugal pattern is absent in the scarred epithelial surface of
the healed operated-on side. Note in the lower row — animals Nos. 12, 11, and 9 —
that there has been partial bony healing of the palatal defect and that the suture line is
eccentric, toward the operated-on side. The major palatine foramen is not evident on
the operated-on (animal’s left, reader’s right) side. In animal No. 14 the upper left perma-
nent central incisor is malposed because of the absence of the adjacent permanent lateral
incisor. There is no gross asymmetry of the maxillary arch.

taken of the denuded hard palate (Fig. 17.1, lower row). In addition, the
soft tissues of the unoperated-on and operated-on sides of the oral hard
palate in three animals were prepared for microscopic study.

FINDINGS
Postoperative Findings

During the first few postoperative days, the monkeys with palatal clefts had
a drainage of fluid from the external nose. Subsequently this disappeared
and no other untoward effects were noted. Examination of the palates,
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about one month postoperatively, revealed that the surgically exposed bone
was now covered by soft tissue with a smooth epithelial surface devoid of
rugae. The surgically produced clefts of the hard palates, with communica-
tion between the oral and nasal cavities, persisted in varying degrees.

Postmortem Findings
Soft tissues of the hard palate

At postmortem, examination of the soft tissue revealed the absence of
rugae on the operated-on side (Fig. 17.1). In addition, the rugal pattern on
the unoperated-on side was not regular, the form varied, and some of the
rugae extended beyond the midline. This was in contrast to the regular and
bilaterally symmetrical rugal pattern in the unoperated-on animals. The
size of the clefts ranged from a narrow slit with overlapping of epithelial
covered tissue (animal No. 14) to an extensive cleft (animal No. 15) includ-
ing the boundaries of the surgical procedure. No definite correlation could
be made between the size of the cleft at postmortem and the postoperative
survival.

Bony palate

In dissection of the soft tissue from the hard palate, the normal mucope-
riosteum which contained the rugae was readily elevated from the bone. The
scar tissue, which had no rugae, was thinner and was separated from the
bone with more difficulty. Nothing unusual was noted of the soft palate. In
two animals (Nos. 9 and 10), although only the mucoperiosteum was
removed, clefts of the hard palate were found. In every animal the exten-
siveness of the bony palatal defect was masked by the overlying soft tissues
(Fig. 17.1). The palatal defects were classified according to their extent and
listed in order of postoperative survival (Table 17.1). In those instances
where the palatal defect had been bridged by bone (animals Nos. 11 and 12),
a suture was found. However, this suture was not in the midline but eccen-
tric on the operated-on side. This was also found in animal No. 9 when only
the mucoperiosteum was removed at the time of surgical interference.
The bone in this area was thinner and more fragile than the bone on the
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unoperated-on side. There was no evidence of the major palatine foramen
on the operated-on side. No gross asymmetry of the palatal arch was noted
although there were, of course, unilateral variations of the hard palate.

Other structures

A gross comparison of the left (operated-on side of the palate) and right
(unoperated-on side of the palate) sides in regard to maxillary teeth (posi-
tion, deformity), mandibular teeth, occlusion of maxillary and mandibu-
lar teeth, maxillary development, and mandibular development revealed
no differences. In only one animal was there a malpositioning of the teeth.
This was limited to the upper left permanent central incisor as a result
of absence of the upper left permanent lateral incisor (animal No. 14).
The lateral and frontal aspects of the skulls appeared similar to those of
unoperated-on control animals of comparable age.

DISCUSSION
Healing After Palatal Surgery

In this group of seven operated-on animals, it was difficult to correlate the
palatal findings with either the type of surgical procedure or postoperative
survival. Regardless of the type of unilateral surgical operation, there was
no asymmetry in maxillary dental arch size or shape.

In two animals (Nos. 9 and 10, Fig. 17.1), although only the mucope-
riosteum was removed, extensive clefts of the bony palate were found at
the time of death (8 and 14 months postoperatively). However, the palate
at 1 month postoperatively appeared to be intact in these two animals. The
loss of bone in the hard palate could possibly have been a result of the sur-
gical trauma, the reduced vascularity incident to removal of the oral
mucoperiosteum and ligation of the descending palatine artery or subse-
quent infection. The bony palate on the operated-on side was thinner and
more fragile than on the unoperated-on side.

The findings on the above animals could not be distinguished from those
on the animals in which not only the mucoperiosteum was removed but also
a complete cleft of the entire left half of the bony palate was produced.
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The findings on the latter group ranged from complete persistence of the cleft
(animal No. 15) to nearly complete closure (animal No. 12). Interestingly
enough, the animal with complete closure had a postoperative survival of
only 4 months, whereas the animal with the wide open cleft had a postoper-
ative survival of 34 months. It was not determined in this experiment
whether or not part of the tongue was ever lodged in the cleft so as to retard
or prevent its closure. In those animals where there was a regrowth of bone
and the palatal shelves had rejoined forming a new suture, it was not in the
midline but on the operated-on side (animals Nos. 9, 11, and 12; Fig. 17.1).
Apparently bone had grown faster from the intact palatal process than the
alveolar margin. In every animal the soft tissue contribution to the closure of
the cleft was greater than that of bone. The fact that the mucoperiosteum and
alveolar bone were intact anteriorly and the soft palate was intact posteriorly
no doubt played a role in the healing of these clefts. It would be of interest to
determine the extent of healing were these clefts to extend completely
through the alveolar process and the hard and soft palates.

Clinically, in the surgical closure of a cleft palate it is well known that
if a midline separation of the mucoperiosteal flaps occurs, the separation
will gradually become smaller. Complete closure of this opening will not
occur, of course, if the margins become epithelized. Thus, both clinically
and in animals, palatal clefts or defects on a traumatic basis tend to
become smaller even when there is no underlying bony support. An inter-
esting observation was made by Adams" when he found bony union of the
repaired cleft of the hard palate. He stated, “this was an unexpected find-
ing, since all previous teachings and beliefs were that following repair of
complete cleft palate by the use of mucoperiosteal flaps one could expect
only a soft tissue repair of the defect.” [See: Yin et al. (2005) Plast Reconstr
Surg 115: 1239-1244 and (2006) Plast Reconstr Surg 117: 2505-2506.

The effects of tension (expansion) and pressure by means of orthodontic
appliances on surgically produced clefts (2—-3 mm in width) of the left side of
the hard palate and alveolar bone in two Macaca rhesus monkeys about three
years old were studied by Harvold." The animals were killed eight weeks after
the procedure. Examination of the palate subjected to tension (expansion)
revealed complete healing of the cleft of the alveolus and hard palate with no
asymmetry of the upper jaw. However, examination of the palate subjected to
pressure revealed no healing of the bony cleft and deformity of the upper jaw.
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Palatal and Facial Growth After Palatal Surgery

Complete extirpation of the median palatine and transverse palatine
sutures in the experimental animals did not influence maxillary arch size
or shape. Thus, it might be assumed that either these sutures do not make
an important contribution to maxillary growth or other growth sites
adjusted to the altered conditions. In this regard, the jaws of these animals
were in occlusion at the beginning of the experiment and the mandible
may have guided maxillary growth. Of course, in a congenital cleft of the
hard palate there is no median palatine suture and in the complete unilat-
eral cleft the bony fragments are separated so that these sites of growth are
not present. Unilateral extirpation of the frontonasal suture in growing
rabbits produced no asymmetry of the snout.” On the other hand, removal
of the mandibular condyle in growing and adult monkeys produced a
severe deformity of the mandible, midface, and ventral portion of the
skull.” Thus, it seems that trauma is not as serious in terms of a growth
arrest to a growing suture as it is to endochondral bone growth. The find-
ings of this experiment do not substantiate the thesis that decrease in vas-
cularity to the palate or injury to the sutural growth sites will affect palatal
or facial growth.

Maxillary Underdevelopment: Some Possible Causes

Probably the most common and difficult maxillary deformity to cope with
is that of the patient with a cleft lip and cleft palate and lack of develop-
ment and compression of the middle third of the face after a BROPHY
procedure. The mandibular prognathism may be only relative because of
underdevelopment of the middle third of the bony face, or sometimes the
mandible is larger than normal. Prevention of this “dish face,” which is dif-
ficult to correct, should be our goal.

Genetic and prenatal

Lack of maxillary development may well be due to multiple factors.
Experimentally, the cleft palate (and other anomalies) is the result of either
a genetic factor or the activity of an environmental noxious agent
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(riboflavin deficiency, low oxygen tension, ACTH, etc.) during prenatal
development. Associated with this may be some variation from the normal
of the facial growth pattern. Three factors seem to determine what form
the defects will take: (1) the time at which the agent injures the embryo;
(2) the nature of the agent, which determines what tissue it will attack; and
(3) the capacity of the developing tissue to repair itself."” Until the
causative agents of facial clefts and the facial deformity which is some-
times associated with them have been eliminated, we shall have to content
ourselves with improvement of methods of treatment.

Surgical interference

Another possible cause of the lack of development of the middle third of
the face in the cleft palate patient and the one with which this report is pri-
marily concerned, has been ascribed to the effect of trauma at the time of
surgical closure of the cleft palate. For the purposes of this discussion, the
compression and restraining operations on the maxillae (Brophy and oth-
ers) will not be dwelled upon, since the procedures do not bear directly on
this work and the end results are so well known.

The effect of other surgical procedures upon bone growth could be
considered in relation to damage to the sutures, to the periosteum and
appositional growth, and to decreased vascularity. It was demonstrated in
this experiment that even though complete removal of the mucoperios-
teum caused a loss of palatal bone, facial growth was not affected grossly.
In addition, the vascularity of the oral surface of the operated-on side of
the palate was presumably reduced, since the major palatine foramen and
the blood vessels usually coursing through it were not found. It would be
of interest to determine on a clinical basis whether there is any loss of
palatal bone after raising a mucoperiosteal flap. In other words, the clini-
cal findings could and would probably be as variable as they were in these
experimental animals.

The effects of various surgical procedures upon the cleft palate in
regard to facial development have been given considerable attention.
Generally, the consensus is that the severity of the growth arrest of the
middle third of the face may be dependent upon both the particular type
of cleft palate and the time, type, and frequency of surgical operations.
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On the other hand, it was stated that in one series the cleft palate patients
showed only minor retardation in the anteroposterior growth of the max-
illa with under- or overdevelopment of the mandible. Neither crowding
of teeth nor crossbite was related to surgical trauma, but rather to the
severity of the original palatal defect.' More recently, clinical reports
have not only questioned the validity of earlier ones on the effect of
palatal surgery upon facial growth, but also found that when palatal
clefts are closed surgically at an early age by the von Langenbeck proce-
dure, facial growth is similar to that in the control group of normal
children."”

Considerable difference of opinion exists in regard to when the cleft
palate should be closed and by what surgical or prosthetic procedure.'®
This can readily be understood when one considers the multiplicity of
variables. Since congenital clefts of the lip and palate are not all alike, they
should not be considered as a single, fixed clinical entity in terms of clas-
sification and treatment. Therefore, in evaluating results of a particular
surgical procedure, the minimum requirement is an accurate anatomical
description of the cleft, complete and accurate preoperative and post-
operative serial records over a proper period of time, and comparison of
like cases only. Unfortunately, some of the opinions expressed are based
upon clinical impressions, which are not usually substantiated by accurate
measurements.

So much emphasis has been placed on the effect of surgical trauma
upon maxillary and facial growth in the repair of the cleft palate that other
factors have been given less and possibly too little attention. An important
factor is the surgical closure of the cleft lip and the resulting effect upon
the cleft palate. It is well known that after surgical repair of a cleft lip the
maxillae tend to approximate each other and the palatal cleft is less promi-
nent. The united upper lip, especially if it is tight, could restrain the max-
illae from attaining not only their full growth potential but also their
proper position. This is noted in particular after the repair of certain, bilat-
eral clefts of the upper lip. Utilization of the maximum amount of the pro-
labium would result in a less tight but possibly not as esthetically pleasing
lip. A tight upper lip could thus have a similar effect to a compression and
restraining operation on the maxillae, such as the Brophy procedure for
closure of a cleft palate.
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Scar tissve

In addition to the trauma sustained at the time of surgical closure of the
cleft palate, in certain procedures there may be subsequent formation of
scar tissue, which has been considered as another cause of the growth
arrest. On this basis criticism has been leveled against the surgical proce-
dure wherein mucoperiosteal palatal flaps are raised from the bone. It has
been claimed that the massive scar tissue across the palatal arch has a
restraining effect upon palatal and maxillary growth. The question to be
answered, however, is: specifically what growth sites are affected and what
direct evidence is there to substantiate this often-made claim? In this
experiment a cleft was created but no mucoperiosteal palatal flaps with a
raw superior surface were raised and sutured in the midline, so that the
question of the restraining effect of scar tissue could not be considered.

Need for Further Study

Additional experiments would be of value if extended to include not only a
cleft of the hard palate but also one of the incisor alveolus and the soft
palate; in other words, a complete unilateral cleft palate. To evaluate prop-
erly the effects of various cleft palate surgical procedures, it would be desir-
able to obtain animals born with these clefts and operate on and observe
them during growth periods comparable with that of the human being.

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

It was not the purpose of this experiment to evaluate or in any way point
out the advantages or disadvantages of any of the surgical procedures
employed in the treatment of palatal clefts. Rather, it was the purpose of
this experiment to determine the effects upon palatal and facial growth of
unilateral (1) removal of the oral mucoperiosteum and ligation of the
descending palatine artery to decrease the blood supply and (2) resection
of the hard palate to eliminate the median palatine and transverse palatine
sutures as possible growth sites.

To carry out this study, 7 young growing normal Macaca rhesus
monkeys were operated on, with a postoperative survival ranging from
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1 to 34 months. An approximately comparable group of 7 normal unop-
erated-on monkeys were used as controls.

It was found that a smooth, thinner epithelial scar, in contrast to the
thicker normal mucoperiosteum with its palatal rugae, covered the opera-
tive site in varying amounts. In every instance the soft tissue covered a
greater area of the palatal defect than the bone.

In the two animals (Nos. 9 and 10) in which only the mucoperiosteum
was removed and the descending palatine artery ligated, extensive defects
were found in the hard palate and also the covering soft tissue. In those
animals in which in addition the bony palate was resected, the complete
surgical cleft of the hard palate persisted in varying degrees, from slight to
complete. No correlation was made between the extensiveness of the
palatal surgery or the length of postoperative survival on the one hand and
the extent of the palatal cleft on the other hand.

A comparison of the skulls of (1) the operated-on and unoperated-on
sides with each other and of (2) the operated animals with approximately
comparable unoperated-on controls revealed no significant gross differ-
ences in growth and development of the hard palate, maxillary arch,
mandibular arch, maxillomandibular relationship, (arch size and shape,
occlusion and tooth relationships), or total face.

Thus, within the limits of this experiment, it is concluded that unilat-
eral traumatic surgery in the form of (1) elevation and removal of the
mucoperiosteum and severance of the descending palatine artery, and of
(2) resection of the hard palate and adjacent sutures, did not produce in
either the palate or the face a growth arrest which was grossly apparent.
This experiment suggests that the surgical trauma incident to the raising
of mucoperiosteal palatal flaps is not the cause of lack of maxillary and
facial growth by the production of either a sutural growth arrest or
decreased blood supply to the area.

After total removal of the midpalatine suture, surprisingly a new
suture did form.
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CHAPTER 18

The Midface: Clinical Considerations

SARNAT’S GROWTH STUDIES IN CLINICAL PRACTICE

Sarnat’s growth studies on facial sutures, the septum, and the palate have
helped shape clinical thought on facial trauma and the timing of midface
reconstruction and cleft surgery. Serial cephalograms were used in rabbit
studies on facial sutures to show that even maximal injury or trauma (with
complete extirpation) to the nasofrontal suture does not lead to growth
arrest. By contrast, injury to the septal/vomer region (with resection) led
to problematic midfacial growth.” Sarnat also found that in mature ani-
mals, septal resection was not problematic. He concluded that “the rela-
tionship of the cartilaginous nasal septum to growth of the snout can be
compared with that of the orbital contents to the growth of the orbit and
the brain to the growth of the cranium.”

These research data suggest that clinically, in a child, nasal bone
trauma is not as detrimental to growth as septal trauma. In addition, when
one is planning midfacial surgery in the syndromic patient with midface
hypoplasia, the Sarnat studies are informative. Le Fort III advancement
and monobloc advancement both involve transection of the septal-vomer
region.” Thus, these procedures will affect future midface growth and
should be delayed, when possible, until later in childhood. If there are not
functional issues involving airway, visual, or intracranial pressure, then
these procedure may be delayed until 8-12 years of age. In addition, Le
Fort I advancement, common in cleft patients with maxillary hypoplasia,
also involves injury to the septal-vomer regions, which may affect further
nasomaxillary growth.*
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Sarnat found that in rhesus monkeys palatal trauma with mucope-
riosteal elevation was not the cause of maxillary or facial growth arrest by
suture growth arrest or decreased blood supply to the area.” Clinically, up to
one-third of cleft palate patients develop maxillary hypoplasia requiring Le
Fort I advancement at maturity.® This is most likely due to a combination of
intrinsic growth problems and surgical scarring. Sarnat also found that total
removal of the midpalatal suture resulted in a new suture formation.” This
is analogous to the formation of a new cranial suture after removal.”

MIDFACE HYPOPLASIA

Midface hypoplasia may be seen with craniosynostotic syndromes, in cleft
patients and in posttraumatic or postsurgical patients. This abnormal
positioning of the facial skeleton may result from fused facial sutures,
intrinsic growth disturbances, or growth disturbances related to trauma or
postsurgical scarring.

Dysostotic syndromes associated with midface hypoplasia include Apert
syndrome (acrosyndactyly), Crouzon syndrome, Saethre—Chotzen syn-
drome, Jackson—Weiss syndrome, Pfeiffer syndrome, Carpenter syndrome,
Antley Bixler syndrome, craniofrontonasal dysplasia, and others.® Patients
with midface hypoplasia have dysmorphic features and may have serious
functional problems, such as respiratory problems related to upper airway
obstruction and ocular problems (ocular keratitis, corneal ulcers, globe her-
niation, blindness).” The timing of the correction of this deformity often
depends on the severity of the functional problems. Typically, midface
advancement at 8—12 years of age is recommended for the best result and to
minimize future procedures. However, when upper airway obstruction or
ocular exposure becomes significant, earlier intervention is warranted.

Monobloc Distraction

In the past, correction of patients with midface and forehead retrusion
involved either (1) staged procedures with fronto-orbital advancement fol-
lowed by Le Fort III advancement or (2) monobloc (one unit) advancement.’
Traditionally, these procedures involve bone grafting and rigid fixation. The
monobloc procedure is advantageous, because it avoids a second major



The Midface: Clinical Considerations 251

procedure; however, the risk of serious complications (meningitis, CSF leak,
frontal bone flap necrosis) is considered too high for many institutions to
advocate its use. These infectious complications may be caused by the large
nasofrontal dead space and communication between epidural and ethmoidal
sinus tissues left after the acute advancement of the facial-forehead unit.

(B) Monobloc distraction

Fig. 18.1 (A) Illustration of the procedure used in Group 1 patients (conventional
monobloc), demonstrating monobloc osteotomy and immediate advancement using bone
grafting and rigid fixation. (B) Illustration of the procedure used in Group 3 patients
(monobloc distraction), demonstrating gradual lengthening of the monobloc segment
with distraction osteogenesis using internal devices.
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To determine if the technique of distraction osteogenesis after a
monobloc osteotomy may lower the risk of complications, we conducted
a clinical study at UCLA.> With this technique remucosalization of the
nasofrontal area (for 4-7 days) is allowed before gradual advancement of
the forehead and midface. To see if distraction of the monobloc segment
offered decreased morbidity, we compared clinical outcomes of patients
who underwent conventional monobloc advancement to patients who
underwent monobloc distraction.

In our study, Group 1 patients (conventional monobloc) underwent
traditional monobloc advancement with bone grafting (n=12) (Fig. 18.1).
Group 2 patients (modified monobloc) did not have VP shunts and under-
went the above procedures with placement of a pericranial flap and fibrin
glue over the midline defect (n=11). Group 3 patients (monobloc distrac-
tion) underwent advancement of the monobloc segment by distraction
osteogenesis using internal distraction devices (n = 24). Complications
assessed for included meningitis, CSF leak, frontal bone flap loss, wound
infection, and others. For each group, we assessed complications including

+ NG

Fig. 18.2 Illustration of a lateral cephalogram tracing. (A) Forehead horizontal change
(Ax) was measured by drawing the horizontal plane [a line originating at S (sella) and
extending 7° below the S-N plane] and measuring the distance along this line between S
and the perpendicular intersection of the Fh point. (Fh” = Fh point after advancement.)
(B) Maxillary horizontal change (Ax) was measured by drawing the horizontal plane (a line
originating at S (sella) and extending 7° below the S—N plane) and measuring the distance
along this line between S and the perpendicular intersection of the A point. (A" = A point
after advancement.) (C) Midface horizontal change (Ax) was measured by drawing the
Frankfort horizontal (porion through orbitale) and measuring the distance along this line
between the porion (Po) and the perpendicular intersection of the nasion (N) to the
A point (A) line. (N-A" = N-A after advancement.)
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meningitis, CSF leaks, frontal bone falp loss, wound infections, and others.
To access horizontal changes after advancement in follow-up, the preoper-
ative, postoperative, and follow-up lateral cephalograms were used. We
compared three levels for horizontal change: (1) forehead Ax, (2) midface
Ax, and (3) maxillary Ax (Fig. 18.2).

Patients ranged between 5-22 years of age (mean 8-11) in all three
groups at the time of the operation. Diagnosis was similar among the three
groups: Group 1 (conventional monobloc); Group 2 (modified monobloc);
Group 3 (monobloc distraction): Apert syndrome (25%, 9%, 20%), Crouzon
syndrome (42%, 36%, 50%), Pfeiffer syndrome (17%, 27%, 20%) or
another syndrome, like Saethre-Chotzen, Carpenter, Antley-Bixler (17%,
27%, 8%) (Figs. 18.3-18.6).

Our results showed that Group 3 patients (distraction monobloc) had
the lowest complication rate (8%), followed by those in Group 2 (modi-
fied monobloc) (43%) and Group 1 (conventional monobloc) (61%)
(p < 0.05) (Fig. 18.7). Thus, gradual advancement of the forehead and
midface with distraction after a week of healing resulted in significantly
less meningitis, CSF leakage, and wound infections. Group 1 patients lost
over 500 cc more blood and had a hospitalization almost 10 days greater
than that of patients in Group 3. In addition, Group 1 was the only group
with moderate or significant frontal bone flap loss. The complication pro-
file seen in the patients treated by conventional and modified monobloc
was consistent with previously reported results.” The improved periopera-
tive complication profile of the monobloc distraction group underscored
the less invasive and less morbid nature of the procedure when compared
to conventional or modified advancement.

Patients in Group 3 (distraction monobloc) achieved greater advance-
ment (12.6 mm) than those in Group 2 (modified monobloc) (9.4 mm) or
Group 1 (conventional monobloc) (9.1 mm) (p < 0.05) (Figs. 18.6-18.9).
Relapse was least in Group 3 (8%) compared to Group 2 (67%) and
Group 1 (45%) (Tables 18.1-18.3).

From this study we concluded that monobloc advancement by
distraction osteogenesis (1) had less morbidity and (2) achieved greater
advancement with less relapse, when compared to conventional methods
of acute monobloc advancement with bone grafting. Thus, the technique
of monobloc distraction was superior to conventional methods of
acute monobloc advancement and should be considered a reasonable
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Fig. 18.3 Group 1 (conventional monobloc) patient with Crouzon syndrome.
Above: Preoperative images before conventional monobloc advancement at age seven.
Below: Postoperative images after the conventional monobloc procedure demonstrating
correction of forehead and midface retrusion (H. K. Kawamoto).

alternative to staged fronto-orbital advancement followed by Le Fort III
advancement.

When midface hypoplasia exists but the forehead and orbits are in a
relatively normal position, advancement at the Le Fort I level is required.
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Fig. 18.4  Above: Follow-up images at skeletal maturity (16 years) of the same patient
as shown in Fig. 18.4, just before Le Fort I advancement to correct class III malocclusion.
Forehead and orbital correction are adequate. Below: Follow-up images after Le Fort I
advancement (H. K. Kawamoto).
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Fig. 18.5 Group 3 (monobloc distraction) patient with Crouzon syndrome. Above:
Preoperative images before monobloc distraction at eight years of age show forehead and
midface retrusion. Below: Postoperative images after monobloc distraction (14 mm) show
correction of facial deformity (H. K. Kawamoto).
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Fig. 18.6 The same patient as shown in Fig. 18.6. Follow-up images one year after

monobloc distraction.

70

(=El)

W Serious

(OFrontal Bone Loss
|0 Meningitis

[WCSF Leak
[EWound Infection
@ Other

Parcent (%)

* *
H******H

Group 1 (Conventional) Group 2 (Modified) Group 3 (Distraction)

Fig. 18.7 Morbidity was greater in the conventional monobloc procedure group and
least in the monobloc distraction group (*p = < 0.05).
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Table 18.1 Monobloc Advancement: Cephalometric Changes in the
Midface and Mandible in Group 1 (Conventional Monobloc)

AT,-T, AT,-T,
T, T, T, (Advancement) (Relapse)

Midface

Maxilla Ax, mm 46 57 52 11 -5

Forehead Ax, mm 63 74 70 11 —4

Midface Ax, mm 73 83 78 10 -5

SNA, degrees 73 75 73 2 -2
Mandible

Mandible Ax, mm 60 57 58 -3 1

Mandible Ay, mm 77 78 77 1 -1

SNB, degrees 83 76 78 -7 2

Mean values are represented (n=12).

Table 18.2 Monobloc Advancement: Cephalometric Changes in the
Midface and Mandible in Group 2 (Modified Monobloc)

AT,-T, AT-T,
T, T, T, (Advancement) (Relapse)

Midface

Maxilla Ax, mm 49 59 54 10 -5

Forehead Ax, mm 65 77 71 12 —6

Midface Ax, mm 74 84 80 10 -5

SNA, degrees 72 73 72 1 -1
Mandible

Mandible Ax, mm 63 59 61 —4 2

Mandible Ay, mm 75 76 75 1 -1

SNB, degrees 81 77 79 —4 2

Mean values are represented (n=11).

An orthognathic procedure at skeletal maturity is recommended. With
proper orthodontic preparation, this offers a stable occlusion in one stage.
However, earlier advancement may be required if functional issues like
upper airway obstruction must be mitigated. We studied a subset of cleft
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Table 18.3 Monobloc Advancement: Cephalometric Changes in the
Midface and Mandible in Group 3 (Monobloc Distraction)

AT-T, AT-T,
T, T, T, (Advancement) (Relapse)

Midface

Maxilla Ax, mm 46 59 58 13 -1

Forehead Ax, mm 62 77 76 15 -1

Midface Ax, mm 72 85 84 13 -1

SNA, degrees 74 79 79 3 -0
Mandible

Mandible Ax, mm 61 57 60 —4 3

Mandible Ay, mm 77 79 78 2 -1

SNB, degrees 85 77 79 -6 0

Mean values are represented (1 = 24).

patients with severe maxillary hypoplasia (>10 mm), comparing the tradi-
tional technique to distraction osteogenesis.'’

Le Fort | Distraction

Dentofacial skeletal deformities are common in patients with cleft lip and
palate." In 20-25% of patients, orthodontic treatment alone is not suffi-
cient and surgical correction of the class III malocclusion is required with
a Le Fort I osteotomy and advancement."” A subset of this group of cleft
patients has severe maxillary deficiency that poses a challenge to the cleft
treatment team."

Traditionally, before undergoing a Le Fort I advancement, cleft
patients have healed an alveolar bone graft, developed mature dentition,
and completed facial skeletal growth. Preoperative orthodontic prepara-
tion removes dental compensations. Adequate planning with cephalomet-
ric analysis, models, and an occlusal splint allow for good postoperative
occlusion in one stage after orthognathic surgery. Although distraction
osteogenesis (DO) has been effective in lengthening membranous bone,
including the maxilla, in the growing facial skeleton and in the mature
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Fig. 18.8 Illustration of a lateral view of the Le Fort I advancement distraction osteo-
genesis procedure. Left: Before distraction, after Le Fort I osteotomy with the internal dis-
traction device in place. Right: After distraction, following advancement of the Le Fort I
segment.

Fig. 18.9 Group 1: Le Fort I advancement for mild-to-moderate deficiency. Left, above:
Preoperative images (frontal and lateral views). Left, below: Postoperative images (frontal
and lateral views). Right: Comparison of preoperative (gray lines) and postoperative (black
lines) cephalograms showing horizontal axis change (Ax).
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patient, some difficulties with this technique exist."* DO requires multiple
stages, and adequate occlusion may be more difficult to achieve.

However, there is a subset of cleft patients with severe rather than
mild-to-moderate maxillary deficiency, whom we chose to investigate
clinically to determine if DO would be beneficial. This subgroup of
patients with severe maxillary deficiency is more prone to relapse follow-
ing one-step Le Fort I advancement. Soft tissue restriction may contribute
to the high relapse rates with one-step large advancements and to an
increased incidence of velopharyngeal insufficiency (VPI)."” At times cli-
nicians perform a suboptimal two-jaw procedure with a mandibular set-
back to compensate for this large maxillary hypoplasia. This compromise
results in flatter faces, which may age prematurely because of the lack of
hard tissue support for the soft tissue.

To determine if cleft patients with severe maxillary deficiency had less
relapse and fewer speech problems with the gradual advancement of Le
Fort I internal DO compared to a one-step Le Fort I orthognathic
advancement, dentocraniofacial morphology and speech outcomes were
analyzed. Clinical examination, cephalometric angular and linear meas-
urements, and quantitative speech scores in preoperative, postoperative,
and follow-up patients were used as endpoints of analysis.

We performed a study to test the efficacy of Le Fort I distraction in
which patients with cleft lip and palate deformities and maxillary defi-
ciency were divided into three groups treated by Le Fort I advancement:
(1) mild-to-moderate deficiency (<10 mm) with the conventional orthog-
nathic procedure, (2) severe deficiency (=10 mm) with the conventional
orthognathic procedure, and (3) distraction procedure for severe defi-
ciency (=10 mm) (n = 51) (Fig. 18.8). Preoperative, postoperative, and
follow-up (>1 year) lateral cephalogram measurements were compared
including angular (SNA and SNB) and linear (Ax = horizontal and Ay =
vertical) changes. In addition, the Pittsburgh Speech Score was used to
assess for velopharyngeal insufficiency (score >3 = VPI).

Results from this study showed that Group 1 (mild-to-moderate;
conventional Le Fort I) had a mean SNA change from Preop = 78.7 to
Postop = 83.8, and a Ax (horizontal) change of 5.0 mm with no relapse.
With rigid fixation and proper occlusion this minimum-to-no relapse
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1

Fig. 18.10 Group 2: Le Fort I advancement for severe deficiency. Left, above:

Preoperative images (frontal and lateral views). Left, below: Postoperative images (frontal
and lateral views). Right: Comparison of preoperative (gray lines) and postoperative (black
lines) cephalograms showing horizontal axis change (Ax).

was expected (Fig. 18.9). Group 2 (severe; conventional Le Fort I) had a
mean SNA change from Preop = 76.3 to Postop = 82.0 and a Ax of
7.2 mm with 63% relapse (Fig. 18.10). This significant relapse for a
one-stage large maxillary advancement is the reason that often a com-
bined procedure with a mandibular setback is chosen despite suboptimal
skeletal positioning. Group 3 (Le Fort I by distraction) had a mean SNA
change from Preop = 74.1 to Postop = 84.9 and a Ax of 16.5 mm with
15% relapse (Fig. 18.11). Thus, for severe maxillary deficiency the
distraction group had 48% less relapse than the conventional Le Fort I
group (Fig. 18.12).

Postoperative speech evaluation showed VPI in the following: Group 1
(mild-to-moderate; conventional Le Fort I) — 4 of 20 patients (15%);
Group 2 (severe; conventional Le Fort I) — 9 of 11 patients (82%); Group 3
(Le Fort I by distraction) — 9 of 20 patients (40%).

These data suggested to us that Le Fort I internal distraction for severe
cleft maxillary deficiency leads to better dental occlusion, less relapse, and
better speech results. This distraction technique also allows for more
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Fig. 18.11 Group 3: Le Fort I distraction osteogenesis for severe deficiency. Left,
above: Preoperative images (frontal and lateral views). Left, below: Postoperative images
(frontal and lateral views). Right: Comparison of preoperative (gray lines) and postopera-
tive (black lines) cephalograms showing horizontal axis change (Ax).
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Fig. 18.12 Bar graph of the rate of advancement (millimeters), relapse (percent), and
postoperative velopharyngeal insufficiency (percent).
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optimal final skeletal balance and cephalometric norms without the com-
promise of a combined mandibular setback.

Septal Surgery

As a growth center for the nose, the septum should not be operated on
until near maturity. Disruption of septal growth from surgery or trauma
may result in nasal shortening. Syndromic nasomaxillary growth
disturbances like Binder’s syndrome also exist. In addition there are ter-
atogens, substances that inhibit normal cartilaginous — and thus normal
septal — development and growth. For instance, exposure of a fetus to
warfarin (Coumadin®) during the 6-10-week gestation period can result
in warfarin embryopathy or fetal warfarin syndrome. This involves
respiratory and feeding difficulties in infancy, as well as growth distur-
bances of the nasomaxillary complex. These septal and nasal growth
problems, with warfarin, remain problematic throughout childhood and
adolescence.

We reported on a series of UCLA patients with maldevelopment of
the nasal pyramid from the teratogenic effects of warfarin (Coumadin
nasal deformity) (Figs. 18.13, 18.14)."° Warfarin is able to cross the
placental barrier. The exposed fetus risks warfarin embryopathy of fetal
warfarin syndrome, which can result in: (1) CNS disruptive effects
secondary to hemorrhage; (2) limb abnormalities, including epiphyseal
bony stippling and distal digital hypoplasia; and (3) nasal hypoplasia.
The syndrome occurs in approximately 4—6% of fetuses that are exposed
during the critical period of 6-10-week gestation. It is during this period
that the nasal septum more than doubles in length, from 4 to 10 mm. In a
rat model ectopic calcification occurs in the septal cartilage, causing
reduction in the longitudinal growth of the nasal septum and associated
maxillonasal hypoplasia.

This documentation of clinical cases from birth to adulthood supports
the laboratory findings on the importance of the nasal septum as a
growth center (Figs. 18.15, 18.16). For corrective surgery with staged
nasal lengthening, cranial bone grafts are preferred at our institution. For
nasal dorsum augmentation, alloplastic implants may be tolerated, but in
a case with previous operations, a traumatized or congenitally abnormal
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Fig. 18.13 Patient with warfarin-induced nasal hypoplasia. Above, left and right:
Anterior oblique and lateral views of the patient at two years of age, with a foreshortened
nose and poor dorsal projection. Below, left, center, and right: Anterior oblique, lateral, and
submental views of the patient at seven years of age, with minimal growth of the nose and
a prominent groove between the nasal tip and the ala.

nose, autograft bone or cartilage should be used. However, costal cartilage
grafts do not consolidate with the underlying host bone and may occa-
sionally be displaced by traction forces. Also, costocartilage grafts in
children are known to warp or twist. We prefer calvarial bone grafting to
iliac bone grafting for nasal lengthening because of the hidden donor site,
decreased postoperative pain, and ease of harvesting and shaping the
grafts (Fig. 18.17). Finally, a staged surgical correction with calvarial
grafts is required, since nasal bone grafts fail to keep pace with facial
development.



266 Craniofucial Biology and Craniofacial Surgery

ol

Fig. 18.14  Above, left, center, and right: Anterior oblique, lateral, and submental views
of the same patient in Fig. 18.13 at 23 years of age, after a cranial bone graft at 7 years of
age. Growth of the bone graft has not kept pace with facial growth, and recurrence of a
foreshortened nose can be observed. Below, left, center and right: Anterior oblique, lateral,
and submental views of the patient at 24 years of age, after cranial bone graft reconstruc-
tion. The nose has been lengthened to 5 cm from the radix to the nasal tip.

ALVEOLAR CLEFT

Maxillary hypoplasia in cleft-lip-and-palate patients, as discussed above,
is thought to be caused by either surgical scarring from early subperiosteal
dissection or an intrinsic growth abnormality, or both. Constriction of the
maxilla in the transverse dimension also occurs in these cleft patients.
Expansion of the maxilla into a more normal arch form may be accom-
plished with presurgical nasoalveolar molding in infancy or orthodontic
expansion during childhood, typically at 6-8 years of age. However, in
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Fig. 18.15 Another patient with warfarin-induced nasal agenesis. Above, left, center,
and right: Anterior, lateral, and submental views of the patient at two years of age, with an
upturned nasal tip and a flat nasal dorsum. Below, left, center, and right: Anterior, lateral,
and submental views of the patient at six years of age, exhibiting minimal growth of her
foreshortened nose.

older cleft patients with a constricted maxilla, expansion may be more dif-
ficult. For this subset of older patients with an alveolar cleft, we conducted
a study using a boneborne palatal expansion device."”

Bonehorne Rapid Expansion

Transverse maxillary hypoplasia is a clinical entity characterized by dimin-
ished growth of the maxilla in the transverse dimension, leading to anterior
and posterior crowding of the maxillary dentition. This constriction of the
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Fig. 18.16  Above, left, center, and right: Anterior, lateral, and submental views of the

same patient in Fig. 18.15 at 11 years of age, after a cranial bone graft to lengthen the nose
and provide dorsal protection. Middle, left, center, and right. Anterior, lateral, and
submental views of the patient at 16 years of age, 5 years of bone graft placement and the
completion of facial growth. The nasal tip is rotated upward, and the projection of the
dorsum is not adequate. Below, left, center, and right: The patient at 17 years of age, after a
final cranial bone graft to optimize the nasal tip position and dorsal projection.

maxillary arch occurs spontaneously or can be associated with cleft-lip-
and-palate congenital deformities. Clinical manifestations — unilateral or
bilateral palatal crossbite, dental rotation or tilting, and malocclusion —
cause significant morbidity. Depending on the specific etiology, the signs
and symptoms of transverse maxillary hypoplasia may be progressive.
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Fig. 18.17 Diagrammatic illustrations of the operative technique for nasal recon-
struction of warfarin-induced nasal hypoplasia. Above, left: Facial soft tissue elevation.
Subperiosteal elevation of the outlined areas is performed through intranasal and intra-
oral access. Above, right: Dissection of the nasal lining. From intercartilaginous incisions,
elevation of the upper lateral cartilage attachments and submucous dissection of the sep-
tum is performed. Releasing incisions along the nasal bones and nasal sidewalls allow
advancement of the nasal lining. Below, left and right: Stabilization of layered strips of
calvarial bone grafts. After shaping of the superficial graft, the middle and lower layers of
the fulcrum are secured with miniscrews (0.8 mm). Next, the layered graft is placed
within the nasal pocket, with the skin covering at maximal stretch. Fixation is performed
just below the radix, to the superior nasal bones. Sidewall grafts are applied as unfixed
onlay grafts.
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The corrective goal of expanding the dimensions of the palate allows
for normal position and function of the dentition, improvement in occlu-
sion and speech, and optimization of esthetic appearance. In patients with
clefting of the primary palate, the cleft defect must be expanded to allow for
successful bone grafting and accommodation of erupting maxillary teeth.

Orthodontic expansion in the growing patient is generally successful and
is often used as a first step to allow space for erupting teeth. However, there
remains some controversy regarding how to manage patients who present
later in life with severe uncorrected deformities. Even more problematic is the
question of how to treat patients who have failed palatal expansion and who
have persistent functional and cosmetic deficiencies. This failure of ortho-
dontic expansion may manifest as buccal tipping of molars with no true
skeletal expansion. At times, although posterior expansion is successful, trans-
verse expansion of the anterior palate (near the alveolar cleft) is inadequate.

A solution to this problem is rapid palatal expansion (RPE) with a
toothborne device. The advantages of this approach include increase in the
intercanine, interpremolar, and intermolar distances, lengthening of the
alveolar arch perimeter, subsequent amelioration of dental crowding with
facilitation of additional orthodontic manipulation, improvement of peri-
odontal health, enhanced nasal air flow, softening of the buccal grooves
when the patient is smiling, and improvement of buccal hollowing from
lateral repositioning of the lateral maxillary wall."® However, the tooth-
borne palatal expander has limitations in this subset of scarred, con-
stricted cleft palate patients. A boneborne palatal distraction device offers
an alternative treatment for the two difficult problems of (1) skeletally
mature patients with constricted maxillas and (2) patients with collapse of
the anterior palate despite previous expansion.

In this study, we describe a series of cleft patients who presented to our
craniofacial clinic in adolescence with persistent deformities despite prior
attempts at orthodontic expansion, and we document our experience with
boneborne RPE after a Le Fort I corticotomy. In addition, we discuss our
use of boneborne RPE without surgical corticotomy in several noncleft
patients presenting with primary maxillary hypoplasia in early adulthood
after failure of prior orthodontic expansion.

We conducted a retrospective study using a cohort of patients with
previously repaired unilateral or bilateral cleft-lip-and-palate deformities
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Fig. 18.18 Intraoperative image of a boneborne palatal distraction device placed after
corticotomy of the right lesser maxillary segment for a constricted maxilla in a unilateral
cleft-lip-and-palate patient.

and who had failed previous orthodontic expansion. Alveolar cleft patients
underwent Le Fort I corticotomy with placement of the boneborne dis-
traction device, expansion at a rate of 0.5 mm/day, and, finally, alveolar
bone grafting (Fig. 18.18). Preoperative and follow-up maxillary impres-
sions were compared to assess improvements in intermolar distance, inter-
canine distance, alveolar cleft width, and total palatal area (Fig. 18.19).

Seven patients had bilateral and eight had unilateral cleft deformities.
Subsequent to palatal distraction, all patients underwent successful bone
grafting of the expanded cleft space. The average follow-up period was
19 months (range 8—30 months). The mean amount of distraction in all
patients was 14.1 mm (Table 18.4). The average increase in intermolar
distance was 8.4 mm and intercanine distance increased by an average of
9.5 mm. Palate surface areas were increased by a mean of 28.9 mm.” There
were two minor complications.

Rapid palatal expansion using a boneborne distraction device is a safe
and effective approach to treating the challenging patient population
comprising older children with transverse maxillary hypoplasia who have
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Fig. 18.19 Dental impression model of a maxilla showing standardized measurements
for intercanine distance (ICD), intermolar distance (IMD), and total palatal area (TPA).

Table 18.4 Aggregate Data for Patients Without Cleft Deformities
Undergoing Expander Placement Only (n = 4). Distance and Areas
Represent Follow-up Data on All Patients

Distance/Area

. . Gained (mm)
Noncleft| Age Distraction TPA

Patient | (Yrs) | Diagnosis | Indication (mm) IMD | ICD | Cleft | (mm?) | Outcome
1 26 AOP FOE 10 4 5 4 19 LF1A
2 20 AOP FOE 13 5 5 5 21 oOT
3 19 AOP FOE 10 5 5 4 20 oOT
4 18 AQOP FOE 10 5 5 5 21 oT
Average 10.8 48| 50| 45| 203

AOP = adult orthodontic patient; FOE = failed orthodontic expansion; LF1A = Le Fort 1 advancement;
OT = orthodontic treatment resumed.
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failed nonsurgical orthodontic expansion. The device used allows for dis-
traction through scarred palatal mucosa and precise control of the loca-
tion of expansion. The procedure provides stable results with minimal
complications and facilitates a return to further orthodontic care.

Bone Morphogenetic Protein

Patients with maxillary clefts undergo alveolar bone grafting (ABG) between
the ages of 6 and 12 to stabilize the maxilla, close oronasal fistulas, and pro-
vide structure for soft tissues. ABG in older patients may be associated with
poor wound healing, graft exposure, recurrent fistula, and failure of tooth
eruption.”” We conducted a study in which a new procedure using BMP-2
was compared to traditional iliac grafting to close alveolar defects in older
patients.” Iliac bone grafting, the gold standard, is known to have donor site
morbidity. Our comparison between the new procedure and the traditional
procedure consisted of both bone healing and donor site morbidity.
Traditional iliac grafting was compared to a new technique involving
stem cells, a resorbable matrix, and BMP-2 (iliac crest aspirate seeded onto
a collagen sponge and IN-fuse) (Figs. 18.20, 18.21). Skeletally mature
patients with an alveolar cleft defect undergoing alveolar cleft repair were
divided into two groups: Group 1 — BMP-2 (experimental) (n = 9);
Group 2 — traditional iliac grafting (control) (7= 12). Outcomes for bone
healing were analyzed with intraoral examination and NewTom scans (3D,
panorex, periapical films). Donor site morbidity was assessed with pain

.R itut
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Fig. 18.20 BMP-2 (experimental) procedure. The illustration depicts preparation of
the rh-BMP-2 soaked collagen sponge and alveolar cleft defect after surgical exposure.
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1. Harvest

2. Implantation

Cancellous bone

Fig. 18.21 Traditional iliac graft (control) procedure. The illustration shows the iliac
crest donor site for cancellous bone and alveolar cleft defect after surgical exposure.

surveys. Overall cost and length of hospital stay were used to examine
economic differences.

Results from the intraoral examinations showed that in the preopera-
tive, postoperative (6 weeks), and follow-up (1 year) periods, more com-
plications occurred in Group 2 (traditional iliac grafting) than in Group 1
(BMP-2). Five out of 12 patients in Group 2 experienced partial loss of the
bone graft and 1 out of 12 suffered near-complete loss of the bone graft
secondary to wound breakdown and problematic healing. Three out of 12
developed an oronasal fistula by 6 weeks postoperatively. By comparison,
in Group 1, only 1 of 9 patients experienced prolonged wound healing and
granulation, no patients had partial or total loss of the graft, and none
developed an oronasal fistula by 6 weeks postoperatively. No patients in
either group had signs of ectopic bone formation.

Results from the bone healing analysis showed that Group 1 had
higher grades with regard to estimated graft take than Group 2 (2.8 £ 0.2
vs. 1.9 £ 0.4; p < 0.05), but the two groups had similar results with regard
to alar base support (Table 18.5). Panorex and 3D CT scan readings
showed enhanced mineralization in Group 1 (2.9 £ 0.3) compared to
Group 2 (2.0 £ 0.4; p < 0.05) (Figs. 18.22, 18.23). Volumetric analysis
showed that Group 1 had a larger percent alveolar defect filled with new
bone (95%) compared to Group 2 (63%) (p < 0.01) (Figs. 18.24-18.26).
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Table 18.5 Bone Healing Assessment

Intraoral Examination
Alveolar Alar Panorex 3D CT Scan | Periapical Film
Group 1: 2.8+0.2* 2.2+0.2 2.9+0.3% 2.9+0.3* 3.4+0.3"
BMP-2
Group 2: 1.9+04 2.0+0.3 20%£0.8 2.0%+0.8 2.8+0.4
Tliac bone
graft

For alveolar ridge healing, examiners used a four-point grading system, from 0 to 3 (0 = complete
loss of graft to 25% take; 1 = 25-50% graft take; 2 = 50-75% graft take; and 3 = 75-100% graft take).
For alar base augmentation, examiners again graded patients from 0 to 3 (0 = minimum or no
change from preoperative alar base position; 1 = 25-50% improvement; 2 = 50-75% improvement;
and 3 = 75-100% improvement). For the panorex and 3D CT scan, four-point grading from 0 to 3 was
used (0 = minimum or no bone mineralization within the alveolar defect; 1 = 25-50% bone mineral-
ization within the defect; 2 = 50-75% bone mineralization within the defect; and 3 = 75-100% bone
mineralization within the defect). For the periapical films, bony bridging between the cleft tooth roots
was graded from 0 to 4. *p < 0.05.

Fig. 18.22 Panorex of a Group 1 (BMP-2) patient. (A) A preoperative alveolar cleft
defect is seen (U). (B) A six-month follow-up depicts bone mineralization within the
previous alveolar defect site.
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Fig. 18.23 3D reconstruction of a NewTom scan for a Group 1 (BMP-2) patient.
(A) Preoperative view of an alveolar defect (). (B) A six-month follow-up shows subsequent
bone repair of the alveolar defect.

Fig. 18.24 Axial scans of a Group 1 (BMP-2) patient. (A) The preoperative alveolar
defect is outlined using the NIH ImageJ program. Serial outlined defects were used to
obtain the alveolar defect volume. (B) Six-month follow-up, with the dotted line showing
the healed region of the alveolar defect. Areas of the persistent defect were outlined in other
axial cuts and used to calculate the persistent alveolar defect volume.

Morbidity comparisons showed that 100% of patients (12/12) in
Group 2 experienced pain on Day 1 postoperatively and the mean pain
score was 14/20 (Fig. 18.27). Even at 6 months, 3 of 12 patients in Group 2
still complained of some donor site pain. No patients in Group 1 reported
pain on postoperative Day 1 and the mean pain score was 0 at all evalua-
tions. In Group 1, 7/9 patients underwent the procedure as an outpatient.
All of the Group 2 patients had their procedures performed as an inpatient
(Table 18.6). The mean length of stay was greater for Group 2 patients
at 1.8 0.8 days than for Group 1 patients at 0.4 £ 0.4. In addition, the mean
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Fig. 18.25 Table and graph of the mean alveolar cleft volumes. Although preoperative

alveolar cleft volumes were similar between groups, Group 1 (BMP-2) had a smaller resid-
ual volume defect, 0.3 cc, than Group 2 (traditional iliac graft), with a 1.9 cc residual

volume defect.

Volumetric Bone Healing of Alveolar Cleft Defect
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Fig. 18.26 Graph representing volumetric bone healing of the alveolar cleft defect in
older patients studied. Group 1 (BMP-2) had 95% new bone fill, compared to 65% in
Group 2 (traditional iliac crest graft) (p < 0.05).
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Fig. 18.27 Donor site pain. (A) Number of patients with donor site pain. Note: One-
half of the patients with the traditional procedure still had some donor site pain at six
weeks, and some even at six months. Of course, the BMP-2 patients had no donor site pain.
(B) Mean pain score (0-20) = duration and intensity of pain.

Table 18.6 Length of Stay and Cost of Surgery

Outpatient Status Length of Stay (Days) Cost
Group 1: 78% (7/9) 04+04 US$11,100
BMP-2
Group 2: 0% (0/12) 1.8+0.8 US$21,800
Tliac bone graft

Outpatient status — percentage of patients discharged on the same day as surgery; length of stay —
mean length of days; cost — mean cost based on surgeon, facility, and anesthesia fees.

overall cost of the procedure — including surgeon, facility, equipment, and
anesthesia fees — was greater for Group 2 at US$21,800 than for Group 1 at
US$11,100 (this total cost included the cost of the BMP-2 and matrix).

From our data we concluded that for this select group of late-present-
ing alveolar cleft patients the BMP-2 procedure results in improved bone
healing and reduced morbidity compared to traditional iliac grafting.
Also, the procedure is significantly more cost-effective. A larger controlled
series is necessary for investigating this procedure further.

CLEFT PALATE

Cleft palate and cleft lip are the most common congenital craniofacial
defects. Isolated cleft palate occurs once every 1,000 births and is distinct
from cleft lip with or without cleft palate, which has a higher incidence
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(1:700).*' Cleft palate is commonly associated with other syndromes of
craniofacial maldevelopment and, in fact, cleft palate associated with a
syndrome accounts for 55% of cases.”” The etiology of these midfacial
malformations is multifactorial and may involve molecular defects, genetic
causes, environmental exposure to drugs and teratogens, and other, in utero
insults. Any disturbance in the complex events of palatogenesis can cause
inadequate fusion of the palatal shelves resulting in cleft palate.

Fibroblast Growth Factor

Fibroblast growth factors (FGFs) are a family of cytokines that are
involved in vertebrate development and differentiation. More specifically,
FGE-2 has been implicated in the control of skeletal and neural differenti-
ation, angiogenesis, wound healing, and tissue repair.” In vitro studies
show that FGF-2 is stored in extracellular matrix and stimulates osteoblas-
tic proliferation. Several syndromic conditions that may involve cleft
palate, such as Apert’s syndrome and skeletal dysplasias, are correlated
with defects in the FGF-R receptors.*

Further strengthening the association between FGFs and cleft palate for-
mation, FGF-R1 and -R2 are expressed specifically in the epithelium of the
developing palatal shelves from the time of the outgrowth from the maxillary
process through completion of fusion.” In addition, FGF-1 and -2 have been
found to influence collagen synthesis and extracellular matrix proteins at the
time of palatal fusion.” Finally, a mouse model (CreloxP) with FGF-R2-II1b
knockout was developed that results in the cleft palate phenotype.”

Our laboratory performed a study with the following three purposes:
(1) to establish whether FGF signaling is essential for normal palate
development, (2) to improve the understanding of the biology of palatal
fusion, and (3) to create a new, in vitro cleft palate model.”® For our
study an established mouse organ culture system was used. A replication-
deficient recombinant adenovirus encoding a truncated chicken FGF-R1
gene was used to transfect palatal cells and produce a dominant negative
knockout, thus terminating signal transduction by FGF-R1, -R2, and -R3.
Tissue sectioning and staining was used to assess palatal continuity, and
immunohistochemistry was used to localize expression of the truncated
receptors.
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Fig. 18.28 Group 1, control vehicle: H&E. Normal fusion of palatal shelves with reso-
lution of medial edge epithelium (T), mesenchymal continuity, and formation of epithelial
lining on both the oral and nasal sides.

Fig. 18.29  Group 2, LacZ: fB-galactosidase staining. Viral infection within the epithe-
lial cells is seen specifically in the area of fusion (T).

Palatal pairs excised from embryonic day 13.5 mouse palatal shelves
were divided into three groups of six (n = 18) and cultured on Millipore
filters (Corning, New York) with the nasal side down and their medial edge
epithelia in close apposition. Control groups received the vehicle only or
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(B)

Fig. 18.30 Group 3, experimental FGF-R1. (A) H&E: no signs of fusion, including no
resolution of the medial epithelial cells, are seen. (B) Immunohistochemistry for the HA
epitope tag: red stain indicates infection by the AACAFGF-TR virus throughout the epithe-
lium and mesenchyme of the palatal shelf.
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LacZ recombinant virus (1 x 10° PFU). The experimental group received
truncated FGF-R1 recombinant virus with hemagglutinin epitope tag (1 X
10° PFU), producing a dominant negative knockout. Tissue sectioning and
staining was used to assess palatal continuity at 96 h and immunohisto-
chemistry was used to localize expression of the truncated receptors.

Both the negative controls (6/6), which received the viral vehicle
alone, and the LacZ controls (6/6) showed histological resolution of the
medial edge epithelia by 96 h (Figs. 18.28, 18.29). B-galactosidase staining
indicated infection of nearly all the cells in the palatal shelves of the LacZ
controls, indicating effective delivery of the virus to target cells. None of
the specimens (0/6) in the experimental group (truncated FGF-R1) showed
histological resolution of the medial edge epithelia seam (Fig. 18.30a).
Immunohistochemistry for the hemagglutinin epitope tag indicated infec-
tion by the truncated FGF-R1 virus throughout the epithelium and mes-
enchyme of the epithelium (Fig. 18.30b).

Through terminating signal transduction by FGF-R1, -R2, and -R3,
we demonstrated that such signaling is essential for normal mammalian
palate development. Biomechanical forces may too play a role but the
epithelial-mesenchymal interactions and their signaling pathways are in
and of themselves sufficient for cleft formation. This organ system mirrors
in vivo palate development and avoids the epiphenomenon of transgenics.
It provides a clean system to begin investigating interactions of FGFs with
other implicated signaling pathways. Future studies will be directed at
sequencing the steps involved in cleft formation via blocking analysis.

Delayed Cleft Palate Repair

Ten to 40% of cleft-lip-and-palate patients who undergo appropriate sur-
gical repair, with respect to timing and technique, develop maxillary
hypoplasia requiring orthognathic correction.”” Observations of skeletally
mature unoperated-on patients with cleft palate have noted normal maxil-
lary growth.”® The Schweckendiek procedure offers delayed hard palate clo-
sure to avoid early subperiosteal dissection and to reduce palatal scarring.’!

Reports of good results from the Schweckendiek method led the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh Cleft Palate Craniofacial Center (CPCC) to develop a pro-
tocol of delayed hard palate closure with a speech appliance.” This protocol
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involved closure of the soft palate at one year of age and the use of a
pinned-retained speech prosthesis until closure of the hard palate at approx-
imately seven years of age. By contrast, there have also been reports critical to
delayed hard palate repair suggesting negative speech outcomes.* Variations
in the timing of hard palate repair, the method of obturation, the technique
of surgery, and speech analysis have led to difficulty in comparison of data.”

Fig. 18.31 Pinned-retained speech prothesis. (A) An infant impression is used
to make this acrylic obturator. Pins are for permanent placement into the hard palate.
(B) Intraoral operative view of the pinned-retained speech prothesis. Soft palate repair was
done at one year of age, prior to hard palate closure at seven years of age.
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We conducted a study in which the efficacy of the delayed hard palate
closure technique was compared to that of the single-staged repair (with
immediate hard palate closure at one year of age) by speech assessments
using the Pittsburgh Speech Score and by analysis of maxillary growth
using cephalometric measurements.® A retrospective outcome study on
unilateral cleft-lip-and-palate patients with either delayed hard palate
repair with a pinned-retained speech prosthesis (Schweckendiek repair)
[Group 1 (delayed hard palate repair); 1978—1983] or single-staged cleft
palate repair [Group 2 (single-staged repair); 1983-1988] was performed
(Figs. 18.31-18.33). Patients with complete records to maturity at the
CPCC (n = 82; 2 equal groups of 41 patients) were studied. Comparative

Fig. 18.32 Intraoral operative view of hard palate closure markings. (A) Modified Von
Langenbeck repair is planned with markings for unipedicled mucoperiosteal flaps.
(B) Mlustration of hard palate closure markings and healed soft palate repair.

Fig. 18.33 Intraoral operative view of closure. (A) Midline closure with lateral release.

(B) Tlustration of completed hard palate closure.



The Midface: Clinical Considerations 285

Table 18.7 Comparison of Average, Weighted Values for Speech
Symptoms: Single-staged Repair versus Delayed Hard Palate Repair

Group 1 Group 2
(Delayed Hard Palate Repair) (Single-staged Repair)
(n=41) (n=41)
Pre- | Follow- Final Pre- | Follow- Final
op up (Maturity) op up (Maturity)
Nasal emissions 2.8 2.1% 0.8 2.9 0.8% 0.2
Grimace 1.6 1.1* 0.4 1.5 0.5% 0.2
Nasality 3.2 1.8% 0.9° 3.4 1.0% 0.1
Phonation 2.2 1.1% 0.6 2.1 0.5% 0.17
Articulation 3.1 1.8% 1.0 3.2 1.0% 0.2
Total speech scores | 12.9 7.9*% 3.7 13.1 3.8 0.8
* = p <0.05 between groups.
= p<0.05 between groups.
Numbers represent average values of all patients within a group (n = 41).
Table 18.8 Comparison of Speech Outcomes: Single-staged Repair
versus Delayed Hard Palate Repair
Group 1 Group 2
(Delayed Hard (Single-staged
Palate Repair) Repair)
(n=41) (n=41) p Value
Velopharyngeal insufficiency (VPI)* 66% (27/41) 20% (8/41) <0.05
Failed nasoendoscopy or video 52% (11/21) 17% (2/9) >0.05
fluoroscopy’
Secondary procedures for speech? 63% (26/41) 20% (8/41) <0.05

*VPI = speech score >3 without fistula after palate closure.

VP dysfunction based on assessment of nasoendoscopy or video fluoroscopy.

(Note: Not all patients had studies done.)

*Patients requiring at least one secondary procedure after palate closure.

data were collected from multidisciplinary evaluations, perceptual speech

scores, speech tests, and cephalometric analysis.

Single-staged cleft palate repair had a lower fistulization rate (11%)
than delayed hard palate repair (58%). Single-staged repair had better
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Table 18.9 Comparison of Maxillary Growth with Regard to Occlusion,
Cephalometric SNA, Need for Le Fort I, and Amount of Advancement
Required: Single-staged Repair versus Delayed Hard Palate Repair

Group 1 Group 2
(Delayed Hard (Single-staged
Palate Repair) Repair)
(n=41) (n=41) p Value
Class ITI malocclusion* 66% 31% <0.05
Cephalometric SNAT 74.8°+2.8 78.2°+2.5 <0.05
(£ standard deviation)
Le Fort I advancement® 42% 24% <0.05
Advancement required® (mm) 9.0+2.8 6.0+1.8 >0.05
(£ standard deviation)

*Percentage of patients within group with Class III malocclusion at maturity.
T SNA = sella—nasion—A point (recorded from presurgical lateral cephalograms).

speech outcomes than delayed hard palate repair: mean speech score (3.1
vs. 7.8), final speech score (0.9 vs. 2.9), velopharyngeal incompetency
(21% vs. 66%), failed videofluoroscopy or nasoendoscopy (18% vs. 52%),
and need for secondary speech procedure (20% vs. 63%) (Tables 18.7, 18.8).
Single-staged repair showed less maxillary growth disturbance, including:
class TIT malocclusion (31% vs. 66%), cephalometric SNA (78.2 vs. 74.8),
need for Le Fort I advancement (24% vs. 42%), and amount of maxillary
advancement required (6 mm vs. 9 mm) (Table 18.9).

The delayed cleft palate repair led to worse speech outcomes (more
oronasal fistulization, more VPI, and a greater need for secondary surger-
ies for speech); thus, our center abandoned this technique in favor of sin-
gle-staged repair. In addition, our data showed that the delayed cleft palate
repair led to deleterious maxillary growth.

SUMMARY

Midface surgical techniques have evolved to address syndromic midface
hypoplasia, as well as the more common cleft palate maxillary growth dis-
turbances. With the use of distraction osteogenesis and bone tissue engi-
neering techniques, improved outcomes with decreased morbidity are
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becoming possible. Sarnat’s midface growth studies have allowed surgeons

to optimize the timing and techniques for their midface procedures.
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THE ORBIT AND EYE
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CHAPTER 19

Osteology of the Orhit*

The orbits of the rabbit separate the cranial from the facial portions of the
skull (Davis 1929, Craigie 1960, Prince 1964). They are situated laterally,
with the plane of the external opening at an angle of 80° to the transverse
plane of the head. The vertical diameter of the orbital rim makes an angle
of about 30° with the sagittal plane of the head.

The orbit is incomplete and is formed by the frontal, lacrimal, maxillary,
palatine, pterygoid, sphenoid, temporal and zygomatic bones (Figs. 19.1,
19.2). A small portion of the ethmoid bone may reach the medial orbital
wall. The orbit can be divided into six walls. Four walls are bony — inner,
superior, anterior, and posterior. Two walls are not bony; the inferior one is
muscular and the external side is the orbital orifice or entrance.

Inner wall. The inner wall, which is concave and saucer-shaped, is
formed by the inferior portion of the orbital process of the frontal bone,
the wing of the sphenoid, and the maxilla below. The inner walls of the
orbits fuse to form a single bony partition — the interorbital septum. It
is perforated by the optic foramen, which joins its fellow foramen into a
single canal.

Inferior wall. The inferior wall is largely made up of the muscles of masti-
cation. In the anterior portion there is a bony projection of the maxilla

*Excerpted from: Sarnat BG. (1981) The orbit and eye: experiments on volume in young
and adult rabbits. Acta Ophthalmol, Suppl 147: 1-44.
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Fig. 19.1 Lateral view photographs of a 180-day-old rabbit skull. (A) Prepared skull; asp
and psp — anterior and posterior supraorbital processes of the frontal bone; 1 — lacrimal
bone; la— lateral lamina of the pterygoid bone; m — maxilla; mo — premolars and molars;
mr — molar root region; o — optic foramen; of — orbital process of the frontal bone;
om — orbital process of the maxilla; pz — zygomatic process of the squamosal; pzm —
zygomatic process of the maxilla; sp — supraorbital process of the frontal bone; t —
temporal fossa; z— zygomatic arch. (B) Openings of the orbital rim and walls sealed with
wax and the periorbital region reinforced with wax, preparatory to the making of the orbital
imprint; w — waxed areas. (C) Elastic rubber base orbital imprint (im) in place. The paper
clip (pc) facilitates removal of the imprint (im). Note the slight separation along the poste-
rior and superior margins between wax and imprint which was prepared more than three
years previously. [From: Prechter TK, Sarnat BG. (1973) Comparison of direct and indirect
determinations of rabbit orbital volume. Acta Morphol Neerl Scand 11: 151-160.]



Osteology of the Orbit 295

Fig. 19.2 Ventral view photographs of the rabbit skull in Fig. 19.1. (A) Prepared skull;
la and m — lateral and medial laminae of the pterygoid bone; mo — premolars and

molars; pf — pterygoid fossa; pzm — zygomatic process of the maxilla; z — zygomatic
arch. (B) Periorbital region waxed preparatory to the making of the orbital imprint; w —
wax. (C) Elastic rubber base orbital imprint (im) in place after wax has been removed.
[From: Prechter TK, Sarnat BG. (1973) Comparison of direct and indirect determinations
of rabbit orbital volume. Acta Morphol Neerl Scand 11: 151-160.]

which supports the three molars (Fig. 19.2). The upper surface of the
pterygoid process of the sphenoid furnishes a small bony shelf.

Superior wall. The superior wall consists principally of the frontal bone,
which curves over to form a crest known as the supraorbital process. This
has two projections from its body — anterior and posterior. Between these
and the body of the frontal bone are located the anterior and posterior
supraorbital incisures, which are transformed by ligaments into foramina.

Anterior wall. The anterior wall is formed by the lacrimal bone, the ethmoidal
portion of the orbitosphenoid, and the supraorbital process of the sphenoid.

Posterior wall. The posterior wall consists of the temporal bone, the greater
wing of the alisphenoid, and the posterior wing of the orbitosphenoid.
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External side. The external side, bordered by the bony rim, is the orbital
orifice or entrance. The adult orbit is oval. The margin is incomplete at the
temporal fossa and at the anterior root of the zygomatic arch. The hori-
zontal dimension, measured from the lacrimal bone to the posterior pro-
jection of the supraorbital process, is about 30 mm, and the vertical
dimension, measured from the supraorbital process to the dorsal border of
the zygomatic arch to the center of the optic foramen, is about 25 mm.
Fibrous projections from the orbital rim augment the depth.



CHAPTER 20

Deceleration of Growth of the Orbit*

INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE

The size and shape of the skull are dependent in part upon the size and
shape of the orbit and eye. A variety of factors may influence the orbit and
eye. Studies of normal and abnormal orbital and eye growth include the
embryonic and postembryonic stages. A wide variety of animals — rang-
ing from the ambystoma, frog, chick, mouse, rabbit, dog, cat, and pig to
the primate — have been studied.

Several articles on embryonic growth of the orbit are of interest.
Hale,” by keeping pregnant sows on a vitamin-A-deficient diet, produced
microphthalmia in the offspring. Washburn and Detwiler® removed the
optic vesicle from an Amblstoma punctatum embryo and replaced it with
the corresponding region from a donor A. tigrinum embryo (which develops
alarger eye). After 50-60 days this orbit was larger than on the unoperated-
on side. Steinitz>® reported experiments by Schaper, who removed the eyes
bilaterally of 22-day-old frog larvae. From 50 to 95 days later the orbital
length was a fifth to a third less than that of the unoperated-on frogs.
The cranial length was lessened only by the amount by which the orbital
length was lessened. Coulombre and Crelin’® produced unilateral and bilat-
eral microphthalmia by allowing vitreous humor to escape at the end
of the fourth day of incubation in chicks and killed them 14 days later.

*Excerpted from: Sarnat BG. (1981) The orbit and eye: experiments on volume in young
and adult rabbits. Acta Ophthalmol 59(Suppl 147): 9-44.
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They found that with retardation of eye growth not only was the orbit
smaller but also the effects extended to the skull and a cross beak.
Tonneyck-Miiller® removed the primordium of the lens in chick embryos
on the third day of incubation and killed them at the ages of 5, 7, and 9
days. The anterior part of the skull was depressed, not as long and asym-
metrical on the operated-on side.

The postnatal relationship of the eye to the orbit in growing mam-
mals was reported as early as 1876 (Gudden in Ref. 30). Popow (quoted
in Ref. 30) extracted the eyeball of the dog, cat, and pig 2-3 weeks after
birth and killed the animals 2 months later. Not only was the orbit signif-
icantly smaller on the operated-on side but also the distance from the
midline of the face to the outer border of the orbit was less, the cranium
was asymmetric, and the curvature of the cranium was greater on the
operated-on side. With decreased orbital contents in young rabbits,”
kittens,” and lambs,’ orbital growth was less than normal. Wessely®* aspi-
rated the lens in 18 newborn rabbits and noted 2—8 months later that
both the eye and the orbit were not as large as the unoperated-on ones.
Conversely, he produced buphthalmos in 16 newborn rabbits and observed
2-8 months later that the eye and orbit were larger than on the unoper-
ated-on side.

There have been other studies of the eye and orbit.** Schultz,** in his
report on several hundred primates of all major groups and widely differ-
ing ages, concluded that the relative capacity of the orbit and the size of the
eye diminish with increase in body weight.

A series of surgical experiments on both young and adult
rabbits>?"???04244553 wag conceived, designed, and carried out to determine
essentially:

(1) Orbital and eye volume methods;

(2) Orbital and eye volume in the young and adult;

(3) Orbital volume in the young and adult after decrease or increase of
orbital contents;

(4) Eye volume in the young and adult after periodic intrabulbar injec-
tions of silicone;

(5) Relationship of orbital and eye volume to each other and to age,
weight, and sex.
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This is a review, analysis, and summary of selected information
obtained over the past several years about basic concepts of gross postna-
tal changes — both normal and abnormal — of the orbit, eye, and facial
skeleton. For specific details the reader is referred to the original work.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

New Zealand albino and Dutch rabbits, both young and adult, were used as
experimental and control animals. Rabbits were selected because of their
rapid growth, the increase in volume of the orbit and eye, and the ease of
obtaining littermates. The disadvantage in the use of rabbits was that the orbit
had a smaller bony enclosure and differed considerably from the human one.

The Orbit

Most orbital size determinations have been based solely on linear measure-
ments.”””* Since the orbit is an irregular, polymorphic, ellipsoidal concav-
ity, volumetric rather than linear determinations should be more accurate.

Various methods are available for determining orbital volume."*>**>*

Volumetric Determination

An elastic rubber base impression material was selected, because of its
many advantages.”” The openings of the orbital walls and rims of cleaned
skulls were sealed with a semisoft wax to simulate the intact orbit in the
living rabbit. Undercut areas in the depth of the orbit were not modified.
Templates made of double thickness hard base plate wax were warmed and
pressed into place to create an imprint of the orbital borders. A paper clip
was then inserted through the template, with the portion of the clip in the
orbital cavity bent to a right angle.

The elastic rubber base material, used to make imprints of the orbit,
had the following advantages: it produced good detail accurately, was
easily handled and set at room temperature, was elastic for a long
period of time, was dimensionally and heat-stable, resisted weathering and
oxidation, was radiopaque, and could be readily inserted and removed
without damage to either the imprint or the anatomical specimen.
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The light-bodied elastic rubber base imprint material was poured into
the orbital cavity. The template was then positioned. After the material had
set, the wax template was freed from the imprint and paper clip. The
orbital imprint was then removed by gripping the protruding paper clip
with pliers. From the net weight and specific gravity of the imprints, the
orbital volumes were calculated.

Comparison of Direct and Indirect Orbital Volumetric Determinations

With a sliding Helios dial-reading, needlepoint caliper, the greatest antero-
posterior, superoinferior, and lateromedial dimensions were measured to
the nearest 0.1 mm of the orbit, the orbital imprint, and the roentgeno-
graphic imprint image.

The anteroposterior (width, horizontal) orbital distance was taken
anteriorly from the region of the inner orbital rim of the maxillary
orbital process to the most posterior part of the orbital rim at the
zygomatic process of the squamosal bone. The superoinferior (height,
vertical) measurement was taken from the region of the anterior supra-
orbital process of the frontal bone to the orbital rim on the zygomatic
arch. The lateromedial (depth) dimension was measured from the
region of the midportion of the external lower orbital rim on the zygo-
matic arch to the most medial point of the orbital rim on the posterior
sphenoid bone.

Direct measurements were made with the orbital imprint oriented with
its horizontal axis parallel to, and its flat lateral surface perpendicular to, a
flat table. The anteroposterior measurement was the linear distance between
the parallel anterior and posterior planes. The superoinferior measurement
was the linear distance between the parallel superior and inferior planes. The
lateromedial measurement was the linear distance between the parallel flat
lateral surface and the most medial plane of the imprint.

All roentgenographs were taken with the imprint positioned in the
orbit. Standard dental occlusal film was used with a dental X-ray unit at a
constant source-to-target/film distance of 28 cm, operated at 75 kVp,
15 mA, and 0.5 s exposure. The lateral view was taken with the flat outer
surface of the imprint perpendicular to the line of exposure. The super-
oinferior and posteroanterior views were taken with the flat outer surface
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of the imprint parallel to the line of exposure. The roentgenographic
imprint image was about 10% larger than the imprint. Measurements
from the superoinferior and posteroanterior roentgenographs were made
parallel and perpendicular to the flat surface of the roentgenographic
imprint image. The measurements from the lateral view were the greatest
distances on the roentgenographic imprint image parallel to the vertical
and horizontal planes of the orbit.

The greatest measurements in the approximate anteroposterior, super-
oinferior, and lateromedial planes were used of the orbit, orbital imprint,
and roentgenographic imprint images. Formulae from which the estimated
volumes were to be calculated were fitted to these average linear measure-
ments. The estimated volumes were compared with the observed volumes.

Surgical Experimentation
Orbital volume after reduction of orbital contents
Young rabbit orbital volume after evisceration, enucleation, or exenteration

New Zealand albino rabbits from 7 to 42 days postpartum were operated
on. In the 7-21-day-old animals, two drops of 0.5% tetracaine HCI were
instilled into the conjunctival sac. Then about 0.25 ml of a solution of 1%
procaine HC1 was injected into the upper and lower eyelids and retrobul-
barly for local anesthesia. In addition, in the 42-day-old animals an injec-
tion was given into the marginal ear vein of a 1% aqueous solution of
pentobarbital sodium (40 mg/kg). Each rabbit was secured on an operat-
ing board, with the side of the face exposed. This was cleansed with an
antiseptic solution and the area draped. After injection of the local anes-
thetic agent, the eyelids were separated manually.

In one group, an evisceration of the globe was done. A keratome
incison was made at the limbus into the anterior chamber at the 9 o’clock
meridian. One 6-0 plain catgut suture was inserted through the anterior
and posterior margins of the incision. The incision was then enlarged cir-
cumferentially about 6 mm with corneal scissors. The intraocular contents
were completely evacuated. The limbal incision was then closed with
interrupted 6-0 plain catgut sutures and the eyelids approximated with
interrupted 6-0 black silk sutures.
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In a second group, an enucleation of the eye was done. Black silk trac-
tion sutures were placed near each margin of the upper and lower eyelids
and sometimes through the nictitating membrane. After a complete con-
junctival peritomy was performed, the recti muscles were isolated and cut
free of the scleral insertions. The bulb was delivered and the remaining
muscles and extraocular structures were cut and the bulb enucleated.
Bleeding was controlled with local pressure. The capsule and conjunctiva
were closed with mattress sutures of 6-0 plain catgut. Interrupted 6-0 plain
catgut sutures were used to reinforce the first row of sutures. The eyelids
were approximated with 6-0 black silk sutures.

In a third group, an exenteration of the orbit was performed
(Fig. 20.1). The orbit was then packed with petrolatum-impregnated
gauze strips and the eyelids sutured with 6-0 black silk. The gauze pack
was removed one week later. In each animal the opposite orbit was used as
a paired control for the operated-on side.

During the postoperative period, the animals were observed periodi-
cally. They were weaned at 6-8 weeks of age postpartum. The postoperative
survival ranged from 1 to 283 days. Immediately after euthanization, the
head was severed from the body and a portion of the soft tissues was
resected. In several instances, the contents of orbits that had been previously
operated on were removed and fixed in 10% formalin for histologic study.
The heads were then fixed in 70% ethyl alcohol. Subsequently, the skulls
were cleaned by boiling in water to which a detergent had been added.

Lateral, frontal, and dorsal view photographs of the heads were taken
prior to death and lateral, anterior, posterior, dorsal, and ventral views
were taken of the skulls, the waxed orbits, and the orbits (Fig. 20.2).
Dorsoventral and posteroanterior roentgenographic views were taken of
representative skulls. The elastic rubber base material was used to make
imprints of the orbit. The orbital volume was determined from the net
weight and specific gravity of the imprint.

Orbital volume after evisceration or enucleation with an implant**

Dutch rabbits from 15 to 19 days after birth were operated on. The
anesthetic and surgical procedure was as previously described. In one
group of rabbits, an evisceration of the right globe was done and the
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Fig. 20.1 Antemortem photographs of the face of a rabbit euthanized after exentera-
tion of the right orbit at 42 days of age and a postoperative survival of 246 days. (A) The
unoperated-on left orbit had a postmortem volume of 6.0 ml. (B) The exenterated right
orbit had a postmortem volume of 3.9 ml. (C) Frontal view. Note the lesser fullness of the
right orbital and periorbital regions as compared with the unoperated-on left side. [From:
Sarnat BG, Shanedling PD. (1970) Orbital volume following evisceration, enucleation and
extenteration in rabbits. Am ] Ophthalmol 70: 787-799.]

largest possible implant that would be retained (6-mm-in-diameter
acrylic sphere) was inserted into the scleral shell (Fig. 20.2). In a second
group, an enucleation of the right eye was done and a 6-mm-in-diameter
acrylic sphere, similar to the one placed after evisceration, was
inserted into Tenon’s capsule. The same-size spheres were implanted
to keep this factor constant after both evisceration and enucleation.
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Fig. 20.2 Photographs of the skull of a rabbit which was killed after a postoperative sur-
vival of 266 days. (A) Left lateral view. The unoperated-on left orbit had a volume of 8.0 ml.
(B) Right lateral view. The right orbit from which the eye was enucleated at 21 days of age
had a volume of 6.4 ml. Note, in comparing the unoperated-on left orbit and the operated-
on right orbit, that the former was larger, the circumference of the orbital rim was greater, the
supraorbital process was larger and higher, and the zygomatic arch was longer. (C, D) Dorsal
and ventral views, respectively. The snout deviated toward the operated-on right side. (E, F)
Posterior and anterior views, respectively. F — frontal bone; FN — frontonasal suture; L —
lacrimal bone; ] — lateral lamina of the pterygoid bone; M — maxilla; Mo — premolars and
molars; MR — molar root area; O — optic foramen; OF — orbital part of the frontal bone;
OM — orbital process of the maxilla; PSA and PSP — anterior and posterior supraorbital
processes of the frontal bone, respectively; PZ — zygomatic process of the squamosal; PZM —
zygomatic process of the maxilla; S — supraorbital process of the frontal bone; T — temporal
fossa; Z — zygomatic arch. [From Sarnat BG, Shanedling PD. (1970) Orbital volume follow-
ing evisceration, enucleation and extenteration in rabbits. Am J Ophthalmol 70: 787-799.]
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In each animal the unoperated-on orbit was used as a paired control for
the operated-on side.

The rabbits were weaned at 6-8 weeks of age. They were observed
periodically for 161-165 days postoperatively. After euthanization the
skulls were cleaned and prepared, and orbital volumes were determined as
previously described. In some animals, photographs of the dissected skulls
and of the imprints were taken before and after death.

Adult rabbit orbital volume affer enucleation®

Dutch rabbits were raised from weaning to 10 months of age (adulthood),
under standard laboratory conditions, before an enucleation was done.
The anesthetic and surgical procedures and orbital volume determinations
were as previously described.

RESULTS
Orbital Volume in Young and Adult Rabbits

In the New Zealand albino rabbits, the orbital volume ranged from about
0.7 ml at 14 days of age to 7.8 ml at 302 days of age. It about doubled from
14 to 31 days of age and about tripled by 42 days of age. Within the same
age group there was variation in the orbital volume. By about 180 days of
age the orbital volume had reached about 6.5 ml, or near its maximum,
and was about 9 times the size at 14 days of age. In the Dutch rabbits the
orbital volume ranged from about 3.6 ml at 98 days of age to about 5.6 ml
at 540 days of age. By about 180 days of age the Dutch rabbit orbital vol-
ume had reached its maximum of about 5 ml and was about 25% larger
than at 100 days of age. The New Zealand rabbit orbital volume was larger
than the Dutch rabbit orbital volume. The younger animals had a more
rapid rate of orbital growth.

Comparison of Direct and Indirect Orbital Volumetric Determinations

Generally, with change in the orbital volume, there was a corresponding
change of each orbital linear dimension. The largest roentgenographic
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measurements in each dimension were larger than the direct orbit and
orbital imprint measurements. Orbit, orbital imprint, and roentgeno-
graphic measurements were evaluated separately with three types of for-
mulae which view the orbit as ellipsoidal. The estimated volumes with the
least range for each of the three types of formulae were obtained with the
equations for the roentgenographs. The smallest range of deviations
between the observed and estimated volumes was +8.3 to —9.8%, with two-
thirds of the estimated volumes within a +4% deviation of the observed
volumes.

Surgical Experimentation
Orbital volume after reduction of orbital contents
Young rabbit orbital volume after evisceration, enucleation, or exenteration

In the living young rabbit, immediately after evisceration, enucleation, or
exenteration the eye region on the operated-on side was noted to be flat-
ter than the intact side (Fig. 20.1). The findings on the dissected skull were
more apparent than those on the living animal and were limited to the
orbital and periorbital regions. Generally, the orbit (evisceration, enucle-
ation, exenteration) was not as large, the supraorbital process was less
developed and not as high, and the zygomatic arch was not as long as on
the unoperated-on orbital side (Fig. 20.2). In several animals there was a
deviation of the snout toward the side of the operated-on orbit but this
was not a consistent finding (Figs. 20.2C, D).

Microscopic examination showed that tissue removed from the exen-
terated orbit was composed principally of fibrous and fatty tissue, as well
as of lesser amounts of muscle, lacrimal gland, and lymphoid tissue. The
tissues in the orbits in which an enucleation had been done were similar
to those from the exenterated orbits except for the presence of extraocular
muscle and a considerable hyperplasia of the lacrimal glands. The tissues
in the orbit in which an evisceration had been done showed the cornea
and sclera with mural fibrosis and a thin lining of degenerated tissue, no
intraocular tissue, an atrophic optic nerve, slightly atrophic and fibrotic
extraocular muscles, minimal chronic conjunctivitis, and foci of chronic
interstitial inflammation of the lacrimal glands.



Deceleration of Growth of the Orbit 307

The volumes of the orbits after evisceration of the eyes ranged from
about 0.8 ml at 22 days of age with a 15-day postoperative survival to 7.5 ml
at 287 days of age with a 266-day postoperative survival. The volumes of
the orbits of the intact eye ranged from 1.0 ml at 22 days of age to 7.8 ml
at 287 days of age. Of greater interest was that the volume of the orbit after
evisceration was always not as great as that of the unoperated-on orbit.
Generally, the difference in orbital volumes was greater in the animals with
a longer postoperative survival.

The volumes of the orbits after enucleation ranged from about 0.7 ml
at 14 days of age with a 7-day postoperative survival to 6.9 ml at 302 days
of age with a 283-day postoperative survival. The volumes of the orbits of
the intact eyes ranged from 0.8 ml at 14 days of age to 8.0 ml at 287 days
of age. Of greater interest was that the volume of the orbit after enucle-
ation was always not as great as the orbit with no surgical procedure.
Generally, the difference in orbital volumes was greater in the animals with
a longer postoperative survival.

The volumes of the orbits after exenteration ranged from about 3.9 ml
at 288 days of age with a 246-day postoperative survival to 4.6 ml at 316 days
of age with a 274-day postoperative survival. The volumes of the orbits
in which the contents had not been disturbed ranged from 5.1 ml at
219 days of age to 6.0 ml at 288 days of age. The difference in orbital
volumes between the intact and operated-on sides was greatest at
288 days of age.

In addition, the data on orbital volume after evisceration, enucleation,
and exenteration were analyzed according to four age groups with a pro-
gressively longer postoperative survival. The mean orbital volumes after
evisceration, enucleation, or exenteration all increased with age. There was
a more rapid deceleration of orbital growth after 250 days of age. The
251-350-day postoperative survival group was operated on at an average
age of 20-42 days. Their mean orbital volumes would probably have been
less had they been operated on at an earlier average age, such as 7-19 days,
as were the animals with a shorter average postoperative survival of 1-250
days. Removal of orbital mass at an earlier age would have a greater decel-
erating effect upon orbital growth.

In a similar analysis, the mean orbital volumes of the unoperated-on
side increased directly with age and were always larger than the mean
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orbital volumes of the operated-on sides. The mean of the differences of
orbital volumes between the unoperated and operated-on sides after evis-
ceration, enucleation, or exenteration was also determined according to
postoperative survival. The findings were comparable to those above.

Orbital volume after evisceration or enucleation with an implant

For the dissected skulls, in every instance where an implant had been
inserted, it was recovered after death. After evisceration the implant was
found encapsulated within the scleral shell, and after enucleation it was
found deep in the orbit, in the superior posterolateral region. The implant
was small in relation to the orbit and its contents.

The volumes of the orbits after evisceration of the eyes at 15 days
of age postpartum and a postoperative survival of 165 days ranged from
4.5 to 5.0 ml, with a mean of 4.8 ml. The volumes of the orbits with intact
eyes ranged from 4.8 to 5.6 ml, with a mean of 5.2 ml. In each animal the
volume of the orbit with the eye eviscerated was less than that of the orbit
with no surgical procedure.

The volumes of the orbits after evisceration of the eye and implanta-
tion of a 6 mm acrylic sphere at 15 or 19 days of age and a postoperative
survival of 161 or 165 days ranged from 3.9 to 5.0 ml, with a mean of 4.5 ml
(Fig. 20.3). The volumes of the orbits with intact eyes ranged from 4.3 to
5.3 ml, with a mean of 5.0 ml. In each animal the volume of the orbit with
the eye eviscerated, plus a 6 mm implant, was less than that of the orbit
with no surgical procedure.

The volumes of the orbits after enucleation of the eyes at 15 days
of age and a postoperative survival of 165 days ranged from 4.1 to
4.7 ml, with a mean of 4.3 ml. The volumes of the orbits with intact
eyes ranged from 4.6 to 5.4 ml. In each animal the volume of the orbit
with the eye enucleated was less than that of the orbit with no surgical
procedure.

The volumes of the orbits after enucleation of the eyes and implanta-
tion of a 6 mm acrylic sphere at 15 days of age and a postoperative survival
of 165 days ranged from 3.7 to 4.3 ml, with a mean of 4.1 ml. The volumes
of the orbits with intact eyes ranged from 4.7 to 5.6 ml, with a mean of
5.1 ml In each animal the volume of the orbit with the eye enucleated
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Fig. 20.3 Right lateral views of Dutch rabbit skulls. (A) Animal 19 days old, with a
black (for illustrative purposes) sphere, 6 mm in diameter, in the orbit. (B) Animal 180 days
old, with a black sphere, 6 mm in diameter, in the orbit. (C) Animal 19 days old, with a
black sphere, 9 mm in diameter, in the orbit. Note that the 9 mm sphere is not contained
within the orbit. (D) Acrylic sphere, 9 mm in diameter, with channels in the horizontal and
vertical axes. This type of implant was inserted into the orbits of young rabbits after enu-
cleation of the eyes. Although fibrous tissue grew into channels, the implant was extruded
prior to termination of the experiment. [From: Sarnat BG, Shanedling PD. (1972) Orbital
growth after evisceration or enucleation without and with implants. Acta Acta 82: 497.]

followed by insertion of a 6 mm implant was less than that of the orbit
with no surgical procedure.

Adult rabbit orbital volume after enucleation

A flatness of the eye region was conspicuous immediately after enucle-
ation, in contrast with the unoperated-on side. During this postoperative
period, little difference was noted in the orbital region of the operated-on
side as compared with the unoperated-on side. No gross differences on the
dissected skulls were noted. Generally the orbits, after enucleation,
appeared to be equal, the supraorbital process was equally developed and
as high, and the zygomatic arch was equal to the unoperated-on side.
The volumes of the orbits at 18 months of age after enucleation at
10 months of age ranged from 4.4 to 5.4 ml. The volumes of the
orbits with the intact eye at 18 months of age ranged from 4.7 to 5.4 ml
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The volumes of the orbits in the unoperated-on control animals at 10
months of age ranged from 4.1 to 5.0 ml. The volumes of the orbits in
the unoperated-on control animals at 18 months of age ranged from 4.5
to 5.9 ml

The mean orbital volume at 18 months of age in the males after
enucleation at 10 months of age was 5.09 = 0.29 ml on the enucleated
side, while the opposite orbit without enucleation was 5.05 + 0.24 ml. At
18 months of age in the females the mean orbital volume, after enucle-
ation at 10 months of age was 4.82 + 0.27 ml, while the opposite orbit
without enucleation was 5.05 £ 0.32 ml. The mean difference in mean
orbital volumes for males, —0.04 = 0.19 ml, was not significantly differ-
ent from zero, but that for females, 0.23 £ 0.16 ml, was at the 0.05 level
of significance.

DISCUSSION

Methods of Determining Orbital Volume

Various methods of determining orbital volume have been reported.’*"~*>*

Any direct method requires the sealing of openings and immediately
introduces a possible source of error. An accurate determination is
precluded in the use of rape seeds, sand, or liquid substances, because
the orbital entrance is not represented by a single plane.” Low-fusing
metal has been used to determine the volume of the maxillary sinus*!
and could be used to develop permanent orbital imprints. The orbit
would be altered, however, in removal of the imprints because of under-
cut surfaces and rigidity of the metal. Indirect methods, such as
roentgenographic assessment, are less accurate. Alexander et al.' deter-
mined the orbital volume of human skulls by the use of sand. Lead
markers were then placed in selected parts of the orbit and measure-
ments made on the roentgenographs. The estimated orbital volume
determined from these measurements by the use of three formulae did
not correlate with results obtained by the use of sand. Other roentgeno-
graphic methods,* stereoroentgenography, and tomograms, for deter-
mining orbital volume, could be of use in the live animal. Radiopaque
dyes for outlining the orbital walls,® might serve as a substitute for our
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use of the roentgenographic imprint method. Haack and Meihoff*
reported a method for estimation of human cranial capacity from
cephalometric roentgenographs.

The method of a direct imprint with an elastic rubber base material
seemed to offer the most advantages. But it was not without disadvan-
tages. The same person waxed the orbital openings and made the orbital
imprints. He had no knowledge of the history of the animal. If any
errors were made in sealing the orbital openings at varying levels,
they should have been fairly constant. The possibility of error is less-
ened when there are fewer orbital openings to be sealed, as in the
primate.

The rubber base material has the advantages of being easily handled
and setting at room temperature, producing good detail accurately includ-
ing undercuts, being elastic for a long period of time, being dimensionally
and heat-stable, resisting weathering and oxidation, being readily inserted
and removed without destruction of the anatomical specimen, and being
roentgenopaque. The imprint method with an elastic rubber base material
is of value in determining orbital volume under normal and abnormal
conditions.

Orbital Volume of Young and Adult Rabbits

Most rabbits attain maturity by 210 days after birth. The female, when
mature, is heavier than the male."' Maximum development of the skull
occurs between 4 and 6 months of age in the rabbit,'* with full orbital
growth in the Dutch rabbit at about 5 months of age.”® The findings in
this report support the above personal communications. The orbital
volumes in the New Zealand albino rabbits ranged from about 0.7 ml at
14 days of age to 7.8 ml at 302 days of age. By about 180 days of age the
orbital volume had reached about 6.5 ml, near its maximum, and was
about 9 times the size at 14 days of age. The orbital volumes in the
Dutch rabbits ranged from 3.6 ml at 98 days of age to 5.8 ml at 540 days
of age and were not as large as the New Zealand rabbit orbital volumes.
By about 180 days of age the Dutch rabbit orbital volume had reached
its maximum of about 5 ml and was about 25% larger than at 100 days
of age.
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Comparison of Linear Measurements and Estimated Volumes of Orbital,
Imprint, and Roentgenographic Imprint Images

Previous investigators have relied principally upon specific anatomical
landmarks to determine linear dimensions of the approximate anteropos-
terior, superoinferior, and lateromedial planes of the rabbit orbit. Thomson™
measured the height, width, and depth of three rabbit skulls and in every
instance found all of the dimensions to be less on the operated-on enucle-
ated side. Kennedy”” confirmed these findings for horizontal and vertical
measurements, while the depth measurements were equal or less. In uni-
lateral anophthalmos in the human, although the orbit was smaller, Koch
and Brunetti® found that the depth measurement was the same for the
affected and unaffected orbits. Kennedy” also found that after enucleation
the usually nearly circular orbital rim was oval, with its long axis in a hor-
izontal direction, and that the difference for the vertical measurements
averaged 17.4% (compared with the 14% seen by Petrula and Sarnat®),
and for measurements of the horizontal distance, 8.2% (compared with
the 4.5% seen by Petrula and Sarnat™).

The rabbit orbit is an irregular, polymorphic, ellipsoidal concavity.
Because the greatest diameter of the lateral part of the orbit is medial to
the rim, measurement of the orbital rim will be less. In addition, the rab-
bit orbit has many openings of the rim and walls. This precludes an
accurate determination of orbital size. To lessen variations of both the
anatomical landmark positions and the inclination of the planes, we
chose instead to measure the greatest linear dimension of the approxi-
mate anteroposterior, superoinferior, and lateromedial planes. There
were some inconsistencies in obtaining the greatest orbital linear meas-
urements. When the anteroposterior orbital dimension was measured,
one could not always be certain of the exact beginning of the inner bor-
der. Since the greatest diameter of the lateral part of the orbit is medial
to the rim, any measurement of the orbital rim will be too low. Thus, lin-
ear measurements of the orbital imprint were greater than those of the
orbit.” Consequently, the thought was that the greatest direct linear
orbital dimensions, regardless of anatomical position, would correlate
better with observed orbital volumetric determinations by the imprint
method.
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In general, the anteroposterior, superoinferior, and lateromedial dimen-
sions were smallest in the direct orbital measurements. Measurements of
the imprint were similar to the direct orbital dimensions in the laterome-
dial but larger in the anteroposterior and superoinferior dimensions.
Variability in the measurements due to the smaller orbital rim circum-
ference with respect to the inner regions of the orbit accounted for the
larger anteroposterior and superoinferior measurements of the imprint.
The measurements of the imprint image of the roentgenograph were
the largest in all dimensions, because of overlap of various layers of the
imprint as well as an about 10% magnification.

The observed orbital volumes, moreover, were obtained from the
imprint and were used as a base to which formulae were fitted in develop-
ing equations. Undercuts and irregularities in the orbit, reflected in the
imprint, probably accounted in part for the difference.

Surgical Experimentation
Orbital volume after reduction of orbital contents
Young rabbit orbital volume affer evisceration, enucleation, or exenteration

In the rabbit, the bony orbit does not cover a considerable portion of the
superior surface of the eyeball, which projects about 12 mm beyond the
rim of the supraorbital crest.”” The middle of the cornea, however, projects
only 5 mm beyond the edge of the zygomatic arch. Postoperatively after
evisceration, enucleation, or exenteration, the eye region was flatter than
that of the unoperated-on side. We could not differentiate with any degree
of accuracy the type of surgical procedure on the basis of the flatness.

A comparison of the data of the orbital volumes after evisceration,
enucleation, and exenteration suggested a direct relationship between the
lack of orbital mass and the subsequent retardation of development of the
orbit. There were, however, individual exceptions and a certain amount of
overlap among the groups.

In this experiment, postnatal increase in the volume of the orbit was
decelerated after removal of different amounts of the contents. Other
local changes noted were a smaller and less elevated supraorbital process
and a less long zygoma. Deviation of the facial skeleton toward the side
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of the operated-on orbit contents was noted in several animals. Pfeiffer™
stated that “... removal of the eye arrests the development of the orbit,
and indeed leads to a contraction of it, or to a reduction of its capacity.”
Our findings were to the contrary. The orbital size, although not as large
as on the unoperated-on side, became progressively larger in growing
animals, with a longer postoperative survival period. In other words,
the orbit was not smaller, actually, but was smaller relative to the
unoperated-on orbital side.

Orbital volume after evisceration or enucleation with an implant

Postoperatively after evisceration or enucleation with orbital implants, the
eye region was flatter than the unoperated-on side. On the basis of the rel-
ative flatness, we could not determine the surgical procedure that was
done.

In one group of rabbits, a 6 mm sphere was inserted into the scleral
shell immediately after evisceration to help offset the loss of volume after
evisceration. After a postoperative survival of about 165 days, the average
volume of the orbits with unoperated-on eyes was 5.0 ml, or 11% greater
than the mean volume of the orbits in which the eyes had been eviscerated
and implants inserted (4.5 ml).

In a group of animals after enucleation, and enucleation followed by
insertion of an implant, the mean orbital volume of the unoperated-on
side (5.1 ml) was 18% greater than that of the enucleated eye side (4.3 ml).
In a second group of rabbits, a 6 mm sphere was inserted into Tenon’s
capsule immediately after enucleation. After a postoperative survival of
165 days, the mean volume of the orbits with unoperated-on eyes was
5.1 ml, or 24% greater than the mean volume of the orbits in which the
eyes had been enucleated and implants inserted (4.1 ml).

The mean orbital volumes of the unoperated-on sides were 5.1 ml.
The mean orbital volume after enucleation alone was 4.3 ml, and after
enucleation followed by insertion of an implant, 4.1 ml. Contrary to
expectations, the difference in orbital volumes was greater, rather than less,
in those rabbits in which an implant had been inserted. After evisceration
of the eye, the 6 mm implant did not increase orbital size over those with-
out an implant.
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In a study of Dutch rabbits, the volume of the bulb in 7 of 9 instances
at 15 days of age ranged from 0.5 to 0.7 ml.>> The 6-mm-in-diameter
acrylic sphere implanted at 15 days of age had a volume of 0.133 ml. This
represented a volume of about one-fifth that removed by evisceration or
enucleation. The volume of the bulb in 8 of 11 instances at 180 days of age
ranged from 2.1 to 2.4 ml. Thus, by 180 days of age the implant repre-
sented a volume of about one-sixteenth that of the globe.

The 6-mm-in-diameter acrylic sphere was the largest implant that was
retained consistently. Larger implants were rejected. The presence of a
bore did not aid retention (Fig. 20.3). The largest sphere that Kennedy””
used in 2 kittens (9 and 12 days of age) was 8 mm. These were retained for
about 1 month. Orbital volume might be enhanced by periodic increase in
the volume of the implant by substitution of a larger sphere, by adding

multiple small beads, or by inflating a sphere.***®

Adult rabbit orbital volume after enucleation

After unilateral enucleation of the eye in 14 adult rabbits at 10 months of
age, there was not a meaningful clinical difference in orbital volume
between 10 and 18 months of age.

These studies demonstrated that in young rabbits an increase in bul-
bar volume resulted in an increase in orbital volume,” and conversely a
decrease in the volume of the orbital contents decelerated growth of the
orbit.>** This suggests that orbital dimensions in the young rabbit
are dependent at least in part upon its contents. Repetition of these
experiments in adult rabbits did not produce changes in orbital dimen-
sions.** Growth of the orbit at the frontomaxillary and frontozygo-
matic sutures has been studied in a limited way by the use of radiopaque
implants and serial roentgenography.”® Growth at the sutures bounding
the medial wall of the orbit is regulated by growth of the cartilaginous
nasal septum.” It would be of interest to inject animals with alizarine
red S, or some other vital dye that marks calcifying tissues, to determine
the relative amounts and sites of bone growth of the orbit under
varying conditions. Is there a key factor or are there many factors in
orbital growth? Is there a correlation between orbital size and intraorbital
mass? If so, what role is played by the muscles and other extraocular
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structures, the globe (and sclera), the vitreous and aqueous humor, and
the lens?

Since increase in the size of the cranial and orbital cavities is partially
explained on the basis of increase in the volume of the contents, what are
the factors related to the increase in the volume of air-filled cavities such
as the sphenoid, ethmoid, frontal, and maxillary sinuses? As pertains to the
maxillary sinus, it has been reported to be larger when the adjacent teeth
were absent.”!

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

New methods of producing permanent models were developed to deter-
mine the volume of the orbit and the volume of the eye. This approach was
preferred to the calculation of volume from linear measurements.

The orbital volumes in the New Zealand albino rabbits ranged from
0.7 ml at 14 days of age to 7.8 ml at 302 days of age. By about 180 days of
age the orbital volume had reached about 6.5 ml, near its maximum, and
was about 9 times the size at 14 days of age. The orbital volumes in the
Dutch rabbits ranged from 3.6 ml at 98 days of age to 5.8 ml at 540 days
of age and were smaller than the New Zealand rabbit orbital volumes. By
about 180 days of age the Dutch rabbit orbital volume had about reached
its maximum of 5 ml and was 25% larger than at 100 days of age. The
mean orbital volume was less at 540 than at 450 days of age.

The BV/OV (bulb volume/orbit volume) in young (98 days) male
Dutch rabbits had little or no relationship to weight, while in females there
was a striking decrease of BV/OV with weight. The BV/OV mean was
slightly larger for females. In adult (450-550 days) male rabbits there was
a striking decrease of BV/OV with weight, and in females only a slight
decrease. Adult rabbits of both sexes showed decreases of BV/OV with
increase in weight. For fixed age both bulb and orbital volume increased
with weight, although the ratio decreased with increase in weight.

After evisceration, enucleation, or exenteration the orbit continued to
increase in size. There was a direct relationship between the lack of intra-
orbital mass and the subsequent lack of development of the orbit. The
orbit continued to increase in volume after removal of the orbital contents
but at a decelerated rate. In young rabbits the addition of a constant-sized



Deceleration of Growth of the Orbit 317

implant after evisceration or enucleation of the eye did not enhance
orbital growth either by its small volume in relation to orbital volume or
as a foreign body. Periodic increase in the size of the implant may be essen-
tial to increased orbital growth. In adult rabbits enucleation of the eye did
not subsequently alter orbital volume.

Growth of the orbit, a three-dimensional mosaic bony cavity, is a
result of the synchronous coordination of the differential activities of the
eye, various bony growth sites, and other factors. The dynamics of the
growth and change of the orbit are a fascinating, complex, incomplete
chapter of craniofacial biology.
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CHAPTER 21

Orbital Volume After Increase
of Orbital Contents*

YOUNG RABBIT ORBITAL VOLUME AFTER PERIODIC INTRABULBAR
INJECTIONS OF SILICONE*

Four-week-old Dutch rabbits were divided into two groups. Silicone was
injected into only the right or left eye in the first group. Nothing was
injected into the eyes of the untreated second group.

Dow Corning No. 360 medical grade fluid silicone (2000 centistokes)
was injected under pressure into the anterior chamber of the eye with a
tuberculin syringe, and a 24-gauge needle inserted at the limbus and par-
allel to the iris plane. There was a 2-week period between the first and sec-
ond injections. Thereafter, the injections were on a weekly basis. In most
instances a total of 10 injections were given over a 10-week period. The
first 3 injections were 0.1 ml and the remaining were usually 0.2 ml. The
total amount of silicone injected into each eye ranged from 1.2 to 1.6 ml.
The majority of rabbits received the latter amount (Fig. 21.1).

They were euthanized by an intracardiac injection of pentobarbital
sodium 1 week after the last injection. The skulls were prepared and the
orbital volumes determined as previously described. Serial photographs
were taken of certain animals while alive and photographs were made at

*Excerpted from: Sarnat BG. (1981) The orbit and eye: experiments on volume in
young and adult rabbits. Acta Ophthalmol 59(Suppl 147): 9—-44. (See Chap. 20 for
references.)
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Fig. 21.1 (A) Dutch rabbit, 6 weeks of age. After 2 injections, 2 weeks apart, a total of
0.2 ml of silicone had been instilled into the anterior chamber of the right eye. Note the
bulging of the eye compared with (B) The left noninjected eye. (C) Same rabbit at 15 weeks
of age. Note the megalocornea with widening of the interpalpebral fissure and distortion of
the corneal light reflex, ¢, as a result of corneal aberration and the presence of a globule
of silicone in the anterior chamber. After 10 injections at about weekly intervals, a total of
1.6 ml of silicone had been instilled into the anterior chamber of the right eye. Note the
increased bulging of the eye in C, compared with A, 9 weeks earlier, and D, left noninjected
eye; increased megalocornea; geographically distributed corneal leukomata, I; distortion of
the corneal light reflex, ¢; scleral thinning, t, with choroidal pigment visible as a dark area;
and widened interpalpebral fissure. (D) Left noninjected eye. (E) Anterior view of the enu-
cleated injected eye in C. Note the enlarged bulbus; megalocornea; corneal leukoma, I; dis-
tortion of the corneal surface, sclera, s; and choroidal pigment visible through thin sclera, t.
(F) Anterior view of the enucleated noninjected eye in D. Compare with E. (G) Superior
view of the enucleated injected eye in C. Note the keratoconus, k, with megalocornea;
corneal leukoma, 1; sclera, s; and equatorial scleral thinning, t, with dark, diffusely distrib-
uted choroidal pigment visible. (H) Superior view of the enucleated noninjected eye in D.
Compare with G [From: Sarnat BG, Shanedling PD. (1974) Increased orbital volume after
periodic intrabular injections of silicone in growing rabbits. Am ] Anat 140: 523-532.]
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death of selected enucleated eyes (Fig. 21.1). Photographs and dorsoven-
tral and posteroanterior roentgenographs were taken of some dissected
skulls, and imprints were made of the orbits.

ADULT RABBIT ORBITAL VOLUME AFTER PERIODIC INTRABULBAR
INJECTIONS OF SILICONE

Nineteen adult Dutch rabbits, raised in our laboratories since weaning,
were used. They were divided into two groups. Silicone was injected into
only the right or left eye in the first group. Nothing was injected into the
eyes of rabbits of the untreated second group.

Dow Corning No. 360 medical grade fluid silicone (2000 centistokes)
was injected under pressure initially into the posterior and later into the ante-
rior chamber of the eye with a Luer-lok syringe and a 22 gauge, 3.8 cm
(1% in.) needle. In most instances a total of 10 injections, at 1-week intervals,
were given over a 9-week period. The first 4 injections, about 1 ml each, were
into the posterior chamber; the remaining, about 0.5-0.8 ml, were into the
anterior chamber. The total amount of silicone injected into each eye ranged
from 5.7 to 7.6 ml. The majority of rabbits received the latter amount.

The animals were euthanized by an intracardiac injection of pento-
barbital sodium 1 week after the last injection. Impressions were made of
the freshly enucleated eyes. Volume was determined from the weight and
specific gravity of the model. The skulls were prepared and orbital vol-
umes were determined as previously described.

RESULTS
Orbital Volume After Increase of Orbital Contents

Young rabbit orbital volume after periodic intrabulbar
injections of silicone

The antemortem findings, generally after an intraocular injection of sili-
cone, were that the bulb bulged, was conspicuous and felt hard (Fig. 21.1).
In the anterior chamber a gray globule of the injected silicone could fre-
quently be seen. With subsequent injections of silicone the eye appeared
increasingly larger than the noninjected opposite eye.
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In the postmortem findings after the eyes were enucleated, the injected
ones were usually larger in all dimensions than the uninjected eyes. The
remaining soft tissue and orbit appeared to accommodate to the increased
size of the eye. The cornea was gray, with a dull, nonglistening surface and
a distorted light reflex. There were irregularly distributed corneal leuko-
mata. Some specimens had megalocornea, while others in addition had
keratoconus. Choroidal pigment was visible through the irregularly
thinned sclera. The sclera posterior to the equator did not appear grossly
to be thinner.

The findings on the dissected skulls were limited to the orbital and
periorbltal regions. Generally the orbit that had contained the eye injected
with silicone was larger and the supraorbital process was larger, more
developed, and higher than that of the orbit that had contained the unin-
jected eye (Fig. 36.3).

In the 6 untreated animals, the differences between the right and left
orbital volumes ranged from —0.1 to 0.2 ml (—2.4-4.7%). The mean
orbital volumes were 4.17 ml and 4.13 ml for the right and left sides.
The standard errors of these means were 0.15 ml and 0.14 ml. The mean
of the differences was 0.03 ml, which is not significant at the 0.05 level
using a t-test with 5 degrees of freedom. In the 12 animals in which the
eye had been injected with silicone, the differences between the injected
and noninjected orbital volumes ranged from 0.6 to 0 ml (14.6-0%).
The mean orbital volumes were 4.32 ml (the standard error was
0.12 ml) for the injected eyes and 3.98 ml (the standard error was
0.08 ml) for the noninjected eyes. The mean of the differences was 0.34 ml,
which is significantly different at the 0.001 level using a t-test with
11 de