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INtroduction

In the mid-19th century, a few English ‘football clubs’ came up with a novel idea:
playing the game purely with the feet! Association Football formally made its bow in
a London tavern in 1863.The early champions of the new game were men from the
great public schools and universities, but within a generation all that had changed. The
inaugural FA Cup took place in 1872 and the Football League was founded in 1388;
by then football had become the People's Game.

Other countries eventually caught up, and with the glorious exception of 1966,
England hasn't ruled the footballing world as it did in those heady early days. And yet
in places as far afield as Africa, China and Scandinavia, English football is followed as

passionately as it is at home.

Lavishly illustrated using over 400 photographs from the archives of the Daily Mail,
many of which have never been previously published, A Photographic History of English
Foothall charts all the key events in the 140-year history of the game, from the time
when players wore knickerbockers, balls had laces and goals lacked crossbars, to the
game we know today. There are statistics and profiles, controversies and shocks,
developments in tactics and rules. But mostly it is about the great teams and great

players of the country that gave football to the world.
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The beginnings of football cannot be dated exactly. A rudimentary form of the game

was played in China as early as 200 BC, and the ancient Greeks and Romans also

had their own versions. Suffice to say that throughout history inflated animals’

bladders, indeed any spherical objects that would serve the purpose, have been

kicked, thrown and headed in the name of sporting endeavour.

Britain was just one of many countries that absorbed
football into its cultural fabric. It is said that after the
Anglo-Saxons repelled an attack by the Danes in the early
Middle Ages, a celebratory game of football was played
using the head of one of the vanquished as a ball. Entire
villages would participate in long attritional sporting
battles with their neighbours, often on Shrove Tuesday or
other public holidays. One such took place between the
Derbyshire villages of All Saints and St Peter’s and gave rise
to the expression “local derby”. Several monarchs,
including Edward III and Richard II, attempted to ban
football, fearing that their subjects were spending too
much time honing their ball skills at the expense of their
dexterity with the longbow. The Puritans were equally
concerned, regarding football as a form of revelling that
the country could well do without. Needless to say, all

these efforts came to nought.

Public schools and universities lead the way
It wasn’t until the 19th century that a number of games
which could all be loosely united under the umbrella of
“football” finally spread their wings and stood alone.
Diversification was the new Zeitgeist, and it was not
achieved without a degree of acrimony.

The game of football in the eighteenth and early
nineteenth centuries was championed by the elite

A recent re-enactment of the famous occasion in 1823 when
William Webb Ellis decided to pick up the ball and run with

it. In 1839 Queen Adelaide, widow of William IV, visited Rugby
School and watched a game on the famous sporting field. The

boys had been given a tasselled cap to commemorate the
visit, and some of them wore the headgear on the field of
play. That didn’t catch on, but the idea of presenting caps as
a way of honouring international appearances did.
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educational institutions. Thomas Arnold, the headmaster
of Rugby School in the 1830s, took the progressive view
that football ought to be positively encouraged, not
suppressed. He felt that exercising both mind and body
were equally important, and football was far preferable to
drinking and gambling as a leisure pursuit. Many other
public schools and universities took the same view, and it
was here that the game flourished, although each
institution developed its own version of the game.

William Webb Ellis “disregards the rules”
Ironically, a fictitious event at Rugby School a decade
before Arnold took up his post remains a key date in the
annals of sport. In 1823 William Webb Ellis is supposed to
have shown “a fine disregard for the rules of football” by
picking up the ball and running with it. This landmark
event is almost certainly nothing more than an apocryphal
tale, but it did usher in a period in which a number of
distinct sports emerged from a plethora of broadly similar
ball games.

Contrary to the view expressed in the William Webb
Ellis commemorative plaque, which speaks of his
celebrated exploit “originating the distinctive feature of
the rugby game”, it was those who wanted to play only a
dribbling, kicking game who were the real innovators. All
the other football-derived sports - including Australian
Rules, American football and hurling, as well as rugby

An illustration dating from the 1860s shows a group of boys

playing “football”. Public schools such as Eton and Winchester
had taken up the game but each team played according to its
own set of rules making competition almost impossible.

itself - embraced handling as a key element. It was these
sports which represented a link with the past. In the mid-
19th century, it was Association football that was the
brand new package on offer, although the term itself had
not yet been coined.

Hacking becomes the key issue
It wasn't simply a case of a handling game versus a
dribbling game, however. Proponents of the latter,
including those at Eton and Charterhouse, wanted to do
away with hacking - kicking an opponent’s shins. This was
the issue of greatest concern. The hacking that went on at
that time made the on-field misdemeanours of the
modern era seem tame by comparison. Broken limbs were
commonplace, and fatalities not unknown. Etonians and
Carthusians were in the vanguard of those who wanted a
game in which the ball - and only the ball - was kicked.
There were many who harrumphed at the idea; the
aggression that was central to the game of rugby football
was the stuff on which Great Britain had built her empire.
A more “civilised” game, so the argument ran, risked the

country’s pre-eminence as a military power.
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Football Association
formed

When Old Etonians of the 1840s moved on to Cambridge
University, they continued to express their opposition to
the version of football as played at Rugby School. The battle
lines were drawn, and the battle itself would be fought over
the rules. In 1848 some of the proponents of the dribbling
game drew up the Cambridge Rules, which were
forerunners of those of Association Football. This was a key
event, despite the fact that these rules were not widely
taken up. Even within the walls of Rugby School itself there
had been no standard set of rules. There were no inter-
collegiate fixtures, and so the students themselves could
make up and amend rules on a whim. A revised version of
the Cambridge Rules was drafted in 1862. The time was
fast approaching when the rival camps would have to face
each other and thrash the issue out once and for all.

Historic decision
On 26 October 1863 representatives from eleven leading
football clubs met at the Freemasons’ Tavern, Great Queen
Street, London. Of the dribbling game’s champions in
academia, only Charterhouse School was represented. The
decision to form a new body, the Football Association, was
uncontroversial. Some six weeks later, at the fifth meeting,
the laws of the game were up for discussion and the

temperature rose. The majority view favoured outlawing
handling the ball and hacking. A vocal minority, led by

Above: Richmond rugby team pictured in the 1890s. In 1863
eleven southern clubs formed the Football Association.
Blackheath refused to accept the majority decision and left
the FA to form the Rugby Football Union.

Below: An early advertisement for boots mentions both rugby
and ‘association’, but a clear distinction between the two
games was not properly made until the second half of the
19th century.
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Blackheath FC, would not countenance what they
perceived as a bastardisation of their beloved game. Once
again, the objectors were more concerned over the
abandonment of hacking than they were at the prospect of
seeing running with the ball in hand outlawed. Having lost
the vote 13-4, Blackheath’s representatives resigned and
withdrew, hardly realising the historic significance of their
decision.

The "new’ dribbling
game

There were many clubs who chose to follow Blackheath
and stick with the traditional handling game. But these
were far outnumbered by those who subscribed to the
“new” kicking and dribbling sport. And so, ironically, the
traditional roughhouse working man’s game of rugby lost
out in the popularity stakes to a perceived less manly code
whose champions had been public schoolboys!
Association football quickly established itself as the sport
of the masses, while rugby became something of an elitist
pursuit. In a remarkably short space of time, orthodoxy
had been stood on its head.

Hybrid games still common
Football in 1863 still retained many of the elements of
rugby. Hacking had gone, but handling the ball was still

permissible, and a kick at goal could be won by touching

down over the opposition’s goal-line. Nor did the
formation of the FA have an immediate unifying effect on
the game that was played up and down the country. Many
clubs played “soccer” - a word coined from Association
football - others played rugby, while it was common to see
games that were a hybrid of the two codes. When the FA
was formed, Sheffield FC had already been in existence for
at least five years. But this club had devised its own rules
and when it sought FA membership, the Association did
not even deign to reply. Notts County, established in 1862,
thus became the oldest club among the founding members
of the Football League. That was still a long way off,
however. During the 1860s and 1870s the FA’s priorities
were consolidation and standardisation, amending the laws
and, in 1871, establishing a cup competition.

Rule changes
Rule changes that made the game far more recognisable as
the one we know today included the introduction of goal
kicks (1869) and corner kicks (1872). Offside was
integrated into the laws, with three defenders required
between the attacking player and the goal. In the mid-
1860s tape was stretched between the posts at a height of
8 feet; a decade later it was replaced by a crossbar. In 1871
the term “goalkeeper” made its first appearance in the
game’s legislative framework, and sealed the end of
handling the ball for the outfield players. 11-a-side games
became the norm and the rules were enforced by an
umpire. Thus, by the time the Rugby Football Union was
formed in 1871, the two codes had diverged dramatically.

i ]

Not every match was played
according to the regulations but

N nn

the rules of the game gradually
expanded from the |4 agreed
upon by the FA in 1863. In 1865
the height of the tape which
formed the crossbar of the goal
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was set at 8 feet although nets
were not compulsory until [891.
Goalkeepers were first mentioned

1871 and the
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I he birth of the FA Cup

One of the key events in this period was not a change in
the way the game was played but an administrative
appointment. Charles Alcock was an Old Harrovian who,
along with his elder brother James, had helped to found
the Forest club. Forest was among those clubs represented
at the historic meeting at the Freemasons’ Tavern,
although Alcock himself was not present. James Alcock
became an FA Committee member when it was first
constituted, but within three years Charles had replaced
him and it was he who became one of the most

As there were no league matches at this time, fixtures
were an ad hoc mish-mash cobbled together between
club secretaries with varying degrees of success. A Cup
competition suddenly gave football a focal point, and it
quickly caught the imagination of the clubs. By this time
some fifty of them were affiliated to the FA, yet logistical
problems meant that only 15 entered the inaugural
competition, held in the 1871-72 season. There was an
overwhelming southern

bias, 13 of the entrants
coming from that region,

“It is desirable that a Challenge

Cup should be established in
connection with the Association,

influential figures of the day. Alcock was a driving force in

the effort to establish a unified game throughout the land. including eight from the

In 1870 he was appointed Secretary to the FA, a position environs of the capital.

Grammar

he held for 25 years. His greatest contribution came just Donington

for which all clubs belonging to

one year into that appointment, when he was the prime School in Lincolnshire was

the Association should be invited

mover in the birth of the FA Cup.

15 clubs enter inaugural FA Cup

It was at an FA Committee meeting on 20 July 1871 that
Alcock proposed the following motion: “That it is
desirable that a Challenge Cup should be established in
connection with the Association, for which all clubs
belonging to the Association should be invited to
compete”’. The idea was probably based on the inter-
house competitions he had participated in during his time
at Harrow.

Cambridge University football team in
1894. Until the 1880s
dominated by the gentlemen-amateur

football was

teams coming mainly from the public
schools and universities of the south. In
1881 Old Etonians played Old Carthusians
for the Cup, the last time two amateur
sides appeared in the final.

England’s most northerly
participant, while Queen’s ~ t0 compete”.

Park ignored a daunting

travel schedule and flew the flag for Scotland. With the aid
of two byes and a walk-over - after Donington scratched
- Queen’s Park found themselves in the semi-finals
without having kicked a ball! They funded their trip to
London to play the Wanderers from public subscription.
The game ended in a goalless draw, and as the Scottish

club’s resources wouldn't stretch to a replay, it was the

Wanderers who went on to contest the Final.
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Milestones to | 899

1848 Cambridge Rules drawn up at
Cambridge University and form a
basis for the rules later adopted by
the FA

1855 Sheffield FC founded by members of
Sheffield Cricket club and becomes
the oldest football club in the world

1856 Sheffield FC publishes the “Sheffield
Rules”

1862 The world’s oldest league club,
Nottingham (Notts) County is
founded

1863 October 26th, the Football
Associated formed at a meeting at
Freemasons’ Tavern in London

1867 The Wednesday founded. The team
would later become Sheffield
Wednesday in 1929. Wednesday
refers to the day of the week in
Sheffield which was set aside for
workers' recreation.

1870 Eleven players becomes the standard
size for a football team

1872 First FA Cup Final between
Wanderers and the Royal Engineers
at the Kennington Oval sees

Wanderers winning |-0

England’s first international fixture is
a game against Scotland resulting in a
0-0 draw

Cricketers at the Villa Cross
Wesleyan Chapel in Aston,
Birmingham found Aston Villa
Football Club

First mention of umpires in the
game’s laws

1874

Shin-guards first introduced by
England and Nottingham Forest play-
er Sam Widdowson

1875 A Crossbar replaces the previous
method of using tape strung

between the goalposts

Blackburn Rovers formed by ex-
Public School boys - it turned profes-
sional in 1880

Birmingham City founded by crick-
eters of the Trinity Church,
Bordesley

Referee uses a whistle for first time
during a game at Nottingham Forest

1878

Everton founded as Domingo FC
which later changed its name to
Everton after the region of Liverpool
in which it was based

Floodlights first used in a game at
Bramall Lane, the home of Sheffield
United

England beats Wales 2-1 in their first
international fixture

1879

Preston North End cricket club
forms a football team of the same
name

1881 Referees given power to order play-

ers off the field

Newcastle United founded as Stanley
FC in the Byker district of
Newcastle; the club went on to be
known as Newcastle East End before

finally settling on the current name
in 1893

1882 The English National side secured its
greatest-ever win, beating Ireland |3-
0 in Belfast

1883 New rules require throw-ins to be

two-handed

1884 Preston North End uses profession-
als in the FA Cup and is expelled as

a result

Blackburn wins the FA Cup at the
start of a run in which it would win
the trophy five times over the fol-
lowing decade

1885 The Football Association legalises
professionalism

1886 Arsenal Football Club founded by
workers of the Royal Arsenal in
Woolwich, London

1888 William McGregor, a director of
Aston Villa suggests a football league,
which is established with twelve
teams

Preston North End wins the first
League Championship

1889

1891 The old system of using referees and
umpires to monitor games is

replaced with referees and linesmen
Introduction of Goal Nets

The Penalty Kick was introduced at
the request of William McCrum of
the Irish FA, as it was considered
that a free kick was not adequate
enough for fouls which prevented
almost certain goals

1892 A second division of the Football
League is formed

1894 Manchester City is formed following
financial difficulties of Ardwick, the

club which had preceded it

The FA Amateur Cup is played for
the first time

1895 Crystal Palace Stadium is first used
to host the FA Cup Final between
Aston Villa and West Bromwich
Albion; the stadium would go on to

hold the event twenty times

The FA Cup is stolen from a
Birmingham shop window where it
was on display after being won by
Aston Villa

1897 A Players’ Trade Union formed

Aston Villa secure the “Double™ by
winning the FA and the league

| 898 Teams can now be promoted and rel-
egated between the football leagues

o e oy i
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By the |880s the game was more
structured. Rules were recognised

nationally and the FA Cup was a
well-established competition. In
1888 William McGregor, a
director of Aston Villa, took the
initiative and invited | | teams to

Sl join his club in the formation of a

league.
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VWanderers win the
first Cup Fina

The captain of the Wanderers was none other than Charles
Alcock himself. Alcock had founded the club, which had
no ground of its own and played its home matches at
Battersea Park. That meant early kick-offs in winter, as the
park closed its gates at 4.00 p.m.!

The Wanderers’ opponents in the inaugural Cup Final
were the Royal Engineers, the latter being installed as warm
favourites. The match took place at Kennington Oval on 16
March 1872 in front of a 2000-strong crowd who had
paid a shilling each for the privilege. The Wanderers upset
the odds and ran out 1-0 winners. The goal was scored by
Matthew Betts, who had been a registered member of the
Harrovian Chequer club which had scratched earlier in the
competition. He turned out for the Wanderers under an
assumed name, a clear breach of the regulations. The first
FA Cup Final thus saw the deciding goal scored by a player
who really shouldn’t have been on the pitch. If that weren't
bad enough, the Royal Engineers had been handicapped by
the fact that one of their players, Lieutenant Cresswell, was
nursing a broken collarbone for most of the match. Nearly
a hundred years before the era of substitutes, players had to

be made of stern stuff.

Clash with the Boat Race

Wanderers went on to win the Cup four more times in the
1870s, although this was not a feat that could be
compared to the modern era. In 1873, for example, the
club was given a bye to the Final as cup holders. That
match, in which Wanderers beat Oxford University 2-0,
took place at 11.00 am. to avoid a clash with the Boat
Race. For all the strides football had made, the latter
remained a much more prestigious event in the sporting
calendar.

Of more significance was the fact that gentlemen-
amateurs, the leisured classes, dominated the competition
in the early years. The Wanderers had the cream of the
players from the public school and university systems. Old
Etonians appeared in five Finals in that first decade, finally
winning the trophy in 1879. Oxford University beat Royal
Engineers to lift the Cup in 1874 and were also beaten
finalists in 1873 and 1877. Clearly football in the elite
educational institutions was still strong enough to get the
better of the teams from the industrial Midlands and
North. One of the stars of the day was Arthur Kinnaird,
who was said to have been a dynamic, skilful performer
in any position on the field. He appeared in nine FA Cup
Finals, picking up winners’ medals with Old Etonians in
1879 and 1882, and adding three more victories to his
tally with Wanderers in 1873, 1877 and 1878.

In the late [9th century football
teams sprang up all over the
country. Some of these, such as
Bolton, Southampton, Wolves and
called St
Domingo’s, were established by
churches. Others, like Spurs and the
two Sheffield sides, were offshoots
from cricket clubs. Newton Heath,

Everton, originally

later re-named Manchester United,
began life as a works team started

by employees of the Lancashire and

Yorkshire Railway Company.



Some had their roots in church
schools, including Aston Villa,
Woverhampton Wanderers and

Everton. Others, such as
Newton Heath and Stoke City

sprang up as works teams.

THE QRIGINS OF THE GAME

The rise of
yrofessionalism

In 1879 Lancashire side Darwen almost produced an
upset of seismic proportions. In their 4th-round match
against Old Etonians at Kennington Oval they came back
from 5-1 down to force a draw. Darwen were in the
ascendancy at the end of the match, and the Old Etonians’
captain hastily declined the offer to play extra time. There
was no question of the Old Etonians heading north for a
replay, so Darwen had to make another trip to the capital.
That game finished level too, and although Old Etonians
prevailed in the third clash, it was clear that dominance of

the gentlemen-amateurs was under threat.

End of the road for the gentleman-amateur

The pendulum swung after 1881, when Old Carthusians
beat Old Etonians in the last all-amateur Final. By then,
many future illustrious clubs had been formed. Some had
their roots in church schools, including Aston Villa,
Woverhampton Wanderers
and Everton. Others, such
as Newton Heath and Stoke
City sprang up as works
teams. Sheffield Wednesday
and Preston North End
were among those formed
as offshoots of existing
sports clubs, often ones for
which cricket was the chief
pursuit. But it was the town of Blackburn which ushered
in the new era. Rovers reached the Cup Final in 1882,
with Old Etonians providing the opposition. Blackburn
boasted several classy Scottish players and, like many other
clubs, was covertly organised along professional lines. One
of the players’ fathers was so confident of the result that
he bet a row of houses on a Blackburn victory. It was an
expensive gamble, for Old Etonians won the match 1-0.
But the writing was on the wall. This would be the last
time that an amateur club would lift the trophy.

The Cup goes north
The following year, Blackburn Olympic took the Cup
north for the first time. The backbone of the team was
made up of weavers and spinners, plumbers and sheet-

metal workers. It also included players who appeared to
earn their living purely from football, professionals in all
but name. Olympic had a player-manager, Jack Hunter,
who used advanced methods to prepare the team,
including taking the players away to Blackpool to get them
into peak physical and mental condition for the Final, in
which they were up against the holders. Blackburn won
the match 2-1 after extra time. For Old Etonians, a sixth
Final appearance in twelve years was to be their last. They,
together with the other clubs spawned from academia and
the military, represented the old guard. And the shift in
footballing power was not just away from the gentleman-
amateur to artisans and professionals; it was also from the
Home Counties to the industrial heartlands of the
Midlands and the North. In the next 37 years the Cup

would return to the south-east just once.

PLAYER'S CIGARETTES

ASSOCIATION CUP WINNERS
WEST BROMWICH ALBION, 1892 |

West Bromwich Albion appeared in the Cup Final on five
occasions between 1886 and 1895, winning once against
Preston in 1888 and later defeating Aston Villa in 1892.
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English FA Cup Winners

1872 - 1899

1872 Wanderers 1878 Wanderers 1884 Blackburn Rovers 1890 Blackburn Rovers 1896 Sheffield Wednesday
1873 Wanderers 1879 Old Etonians |885 Blackburn Rovers 1891 Blackburn Rovers 1897 Aston Villa

874 Oxford University 1880 Clapham Rovers 1886 Blackburn Rovers 1892 West Bromwich Albion 1898 Nottingham Forest
1875 Royal Engineers 1881 Old Carthusians 1887 Aston Villa 1893 Wolves 1899 Sheffield United
1876 VWanderers 1882 Old Etonians 1888 WWest Bromwich Albion 1894 Notts County

1877 Wanderers 1883 Blackburn Olympic 1889 Preston North End 1895 Aston Villa

“Shamateurism”

By the 1870s it was clear that what would later be dubbed
“shamateurism” was rife. Teams were vying for the best
players, and it was inevitable that inducements would be
offered. There was a game of cat-and-mouse between the
clubs and the Football Association. The clubs found all
manner of means to reward their players. These included
giving nominal jobs which required little, if any, work to
be done; putting money into players’ boots on match days;
and having phoney sets of accounts which would suggest
to any enquiring eyes that everything was above board.
For a time the FA stood firm. In 1882 the Association
reaffirmed its commitment to an amateur game, with
payments strictly limited to out-of-pocket expenses. While
the clubs made it difficult for the authorities to prove any
underhand dealings, they did sometimes slip up. One of
the victims was Accrington, who were thrown out of the
FA after being found guilty of paying one of their players.
Another was Preston, who were disqualified from the FA
Cup after brazenly admitting to a misdemeanour that
virtually every club was guilty of. The same issue was
affecting rugby, and along the same geographical lines. In
the case of the handling code, the rival camps became so
entrenched that many northern clubs eventually broke
away and established a new professional game; Rugby

League was born.

FA relents
Football came close to suffering the same kind of split
which divided rugby down the middle. Manual workers
at that time might have earned one or two pounds a week,
and although more liberal employment laws had been
introduced, for many Saturday was still just another
working day. Matters came to a head in October 1884,
when a number of northern clubs banded together with
a view to setting up a professional football league. In July
the following year the FA relented. The administrators

initially tried to impose caveats and restrictions, imposing

a two-year residence rule to prevent clubs from importing
star players for Cup matches. But the door was now ajar
and it was soon fully opened. The age of the professional
footballer had officially begun.

England’s first international
The 1870s also saw international football take off. Five
England-Scotland matches were staged between 1870 and
1872, but these took the form of London-based players
from north and south of the
border taking part in
representative fixtures. Once
again it was Charles Alcock
who was the driving force
behind these encounters.The _
first international proper WOl’klI}g dﬂy
between the two countries
took place on 30 November 1872. Alcock initially set a
midweek date for the match, rearranging it for a Saturday
when he realised that Scottish players and spectators might
not have the same independent means that he and his team
enjoyed.

The match took place at the West of Scotland cricket
ground, Partick. At that time cricket enjoyed a higher
profile than football in Scotland and the formation of the
SFA was still a year away. One of the country’s leading
clubs, Queen’s Park, thus took responsibility for
organizing the team to take on England. A crowd of just
over 2000 paid a shilling apiece to watch the match,
which ended in a goalless draw. The embryonic state of
Scottish football was illustrated by the fact that the
photographer who was due to record the event wanted a
guarantee that he would be able to sell his prints. No
guarantee was forthcoming and the photographer thus
withdrew, seeing little market for such pictures.
Nevertheless, the game created a lot of interest in Scotland.
It wasn't long before football, which could be played on
almost any patch of ground, supplanted cricket as both a
participation and spectator sport.

Manual workers at that time
might have earned one or two
pounds a week. For many
Saturday was still just another
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| 2 teams that founded the league in 18383

Accrington Stanley Bolton VWanderers Everton Stoke City
Aston Villa Burnley Notts County West Bromwich Albion
Blackburn Rovers Derby County Preston North end Wolverhampton Wanderers

Scots influence English game
The Scots came to the Oval for a return match on 8 March
1873. Alexander Bonsor, who played for Old Etonians and
the Wanderers, wrote his name into the history books as
the scorer of England’s first international goal. England
won the game 4-2, and it became a fixture on the sporting
calendar thereafter.

As well as promoting the game in their own country,
the top Scotttish players of the day influenced the
development of English football too. Dribbling was a
feature of the English game, a legacy of the public schools
and universities, which concentrated on individual skills
rather than teamwork. It was the Scots who saw the
advantage of playing a passing game. Many were recruited

to meet a club’s overheads, which now included players’
wages. The establishment of a competitive league was the
brainchild of William McGregor, a Scot who had relocated
from Perthshire to Birmingham and ran a draper’s shop.
McGregor had no track record as a player, but his decision
to join the board of his local club, Aston Villa, was to have
a profound effect on the game.

12 teams contest new league competition
On 2 March 1888 McGregor wrote to Blackburn, Bolton,
Preston and West Bromwich Albion about the prospect of
forming a league, and naturally he also sounded out his
own club on the idea. Throughout the spring of 1888 a
series of meetings took place to

thrash out the details and agree a At the time fixtures were

by clubs in the north of England, a practice that had gone

on long before the FA embraced professionalism. They name for the new body: the

often anything but “fixed”.

were usually the star players. Fergus Suter and James Love, Football League. 12 teams were

Shambolic was a more

the leading lights in the Darwen team that had given Old incorporated as founder members.

Etonians such a scare, were prime examples of this trend. These were the original five clubs qPPgsite dffSCI’iPt ion.

It was the influence of Suter, Love and their ilk which
made English clubs realise that packing a team with

dribblers was not the way forward.

Villa man proposes
league football

By the late 1880s professional footballers were playing
international matches and clubs were competing for the
FA Cup. Rule changes had given the game all its distinctive
features. The last big piece of the jigsaw was league
competition.

At the time fixtures were often anything but “fixed”.
Shambolic was a more apposite description. Postponements
or cancellations were commonplace, and the game was
crying out for organised fixture lists, not least because
spectators who turned up to find there was no game were

bound to feel aggrieved. Regular matches were also vital

that McGregor contacted, together

with Accrington, Burnley, Everton, Derby County, Notts
County, Wolverhampton Wanderers and Stoke. Other
clubs, including Nottingham Forest, had also been keen to

join, but the dates set aside

for the matches, which were
to be held on a home and
away basis, meant that only
12 teams could be
accommodated. Teams would
be awarded two points for a

win and one for a draw, a

system which was to endure
for almost a hundred years.

the
first

McGregor  became
Football

president, and the opening

League’s

matches were played on 8
September 1888.
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“Invincibles”’ of Preston set the standards

Preston set the standards in the early years, winning the
league in the first two seasons and finishing runners-up in
the following three campaigns. The inaugural season,
1888-89, was the most remarkable, Preston remaining
unbeaten on their way to the championship, and not
conceding a goal in the FA Cup, which they won by
defeating Wolves 3-0 in the Final. Quite justifiably they
were dubbed the “Invincibles”. The team’s star striker was
a Scot, John Goodall. Goodall had previously shone for
Great Lever, and representatives from Deepdale all but
kidnapped him to acquire his services. Apart from his
goalscoring feats, Goodall was also noteworthy for the fact
that despite his roots he played international football for
England by dint of residence. Goodall left to join Derby
after Preston’s Double-winning campaign.

Rise of Sunderland
Supremacy passed from Preston to Sunderland. The
Wearside club had replaced founder-members Stoke in the
1890-91 season and finished in mid-table in their first
campaign. They would have finished fifth but had two

points deducted for fielding 'keeper Ned Doig before his
move from Arbroath was sanctioned. In the next four years
Sunderland lifted the title three times and were runners-up
once. Of the 116 games played during those four
campaigns the “team-of-all-talents” won 81, drew 13 and
were beaten just 22 times. Their success was based on a
phenomenal home record; the team lost just once in six
years on their own ground.

The first of Sunderland’s championships came in
1891-92, when the league was also extended to 14 clubs.
Stoke were back, and Darwen were admitted. These clubs
occupied the bottom two places, and Darwen had the
dubious honour of becoming the first-ever team to suffer
relegation to the newly-formed Second Division. The
following year saw the league expanded again, to 16 clubs.
Nottingham Forest were finally admitted, and ended their
debut season in mid-table. The other debutants didn't fare
quite so well. Newton Heath, the team that would
eventually be reconstituted as Manchester United, propped

up the table five points adrift of their nearest rivals.
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Promotion anag
relegation

Promotion and relegation were not automatic, however; a
series of “test matches” was held between the bottom three
clubs of Division One and the top three in the new Second
Division to decide the issue. Newton Heath survived that
year but weren't so lucky the next. After finishing bottom
in 1893-94 too, Newton Heath went down 2-0 to Division
Two champions Liverpool, and the two teams swapped
places. For Liverpool it meant promotion to the top flight at
the first time of asking. Having had considerable success in
the Lancashire League, the club had applied for a place in
the Second Division after hearing that Accrington Stanley
had resigned. Another club which achieved league status in
the same year was Woolwich Arsenal. The Gunners had
been formed in 1886, turned professional in 1891 and had
already undergone three name changes. The team didn't
quite have the same impact as the men from Anfield, but
they had the honour of becoming the first southern club to
be elected to the Football League.

Villa win the Cup - and lose it
In 1893-94 Aston Villa prevented Sunderland from making

it a hat-trick of league titles, finishing six points ahead of

the Wearside club. Villa went on to win the championship
four more times in the next six seasons. They added the FA
Cup to their trophy cabinet in 1895 and 1897,

Townley the hat-trick hero
Following their three successive FA Cup wins in the mid-
1880s, Blackburn Rovers notched two more successes at
the start of the next decade. In 1890 Blackburn thumped
Sheffield Wednesday 6-1, the biggest
margin of the 19 finals that had
taken place thus far. Blackburn had

The Gunners had been
formed in 1886, turned

finished third in the championshi . .
PR professional in 1891 and

and were hot favourites to beat
Wednesday, despite the fact that the
Yorkshire club had taken three

league scalps in previous rounds.

had already undergone
three name changes.

Blackburn winger William Townley hit three of the goals,
becoming the first player to score a hat-trick in the final.

The following year Notts County thought they had a
better chance of beating Blackburn, having just thrashed
them 7-1 on their own ground in the league. But three
first-half goals at the Oval meant that the Lancashire club
lifted the trophy for the fifth time in eight years.

Opposite: 1895 works team Woolwich Arsenal was founded in 1886 as Dial
Square FC and played their home matches on Plumstead Common. In 1893
it was admitted to the newly-formed Second Division becoming the first
southern club to be admitted to the league.

Below: In 1895 Aston Villa won the FA Cup for the second time.
While on display in Birmingham the trophy was stolen and is believed by
some to have been melted down to be made into counterfeit coins. Three
more trophies have been used since this time, the most recent being
introduced in the early [990s.

and were also runners-up in 1892. By
completing the Double in 1896-97, Villa
matched Preston’s feat of eight years earlier. The
Midlanders did lose four league games that
season, yet still equalled Preston’s achievement
of finishing 11 points clear of the field. A
thrilling 3-2 win over Everton completed the

Double, an achievement that would prove
elusive for the next 64 years.

Villa were also involved in a major off-field
drama. Following the club’s 1-0 FA Cup win
over West Bromwich Albion in 1895, the trophy
was put on display at a Birmingham bootmaker’s
shop belonging to William Shillcock. It was
stolen on 11 September and never recovered. As
a result, the FA fined Villa £25 and put the

money towards a replacement trophy.



Manchester City and
Glossop were the first
beneficiaries of the new

two-up, two-down system.
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Cup Final moves
north to Goodison

West Bromwich Albion put Rovers out in 1892 and went
on to beat their much-fancied neighbours Aston Villa in the
Final. There was another upset in 1893, when Wolves beat
Everton 1-0. This match took place at Fallowfield,
Manchester, after Surrey County Cricket Club expressed
concerns that the Oval might not
be able to cope with the huge
numbers that the Cup Final now
regularly attracted. Wolves™ first
victory prompted the club to
award miniature replicas of the
trophy to the players. This proved
very handy two years later after the Cup was stolen; it
meant that an identical replacement could be made.
1893-94 was a bitter-sweet year for Notts County.
Having been relegated the previous year, the team won
through to face Division One side Bolton in the final, which
was staged at Goodison Park. County were unhappy about
the choice of venue, feeling that it favoured their
opponents. They needn’t have worried as they ran out 4-1
winners, with Jimmy Logan grabbing a hat-trick to equal

William Townley’s feat of four years earlier. Notts County

UPHINL |

failed to make it a Cup-promotion
double, though. Having finished third in
Division Two, they were beaten 4-0 by
Preston in the play-off.

Glory for Sheffield clubs

The Cup Final returned to the capital in
1895, Crystal Palace hosting the clash
between Aston Villa and WBA. It was the
third time in nine years that these two
clubs had met in the Final, both having
registered a win each. There was no
upset this year. Form side Villa won 1-0,
the goal scored by the captain John
Devey after just 40 seconds. This remains
the fastest goal ever scored in an FA Cup
Final.

The city of Sheffield briefly
enjoyed a spell in the limelight in the late
1890s. Wednesday beat Wolves by the

odd goal in the 1896 Cup Final, neither club having set the
league alight. The following year United finished as
championship runners-up to Villa in the latter’s Double-
winning season. The Blades went one better in 1897-98,
becoming only the fifth club to win the title. Their league
form slumped dramatically in the next campaign, and they
narrowly avoided relegation. But they made it to the Cup
Final, where they faced Derby County, whose side boasted
goal ace Steve Bloomer. United managed to shackle him,
although they did find themselves a goal down at half-time.
A storming second half saw the Blades hit four goals
without reply for a famous victory. Full-back Harry Thickett
was the hero of the hour, having played the game out with
two broken ribs.

Automatic promotion and relegation

The “test match” system was scrapped at the end of the
1897-98 season. A suspicious play-off prompted the
Football League to adopt automatic promotion and
relegation. Stoke and Burnley, who had finished bottom of
Division One and top of Division Two respectively, played
out a tame goalless draw which saw both teams secure top-
flight status the following season. At the end of the 1898-
99 season, Manchester City and Glossop were the first
beneficiaries of the new two-up, two-down system, with
Bolton and Sheffield Wednesday becoming the first clubs
to suffer the drop without the lifeline of a play-off.
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The popularity of football among the
masses had grown rapidly. By the turn of
the century an estimated 7 million
spectators watched league matches each
year and in the 1890s the first newspaper
devoted to sport was published. At the
the
money by

same time manufacturers saw

opportunity to make
producing football equipment and began

to advertise their products.
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THE QRIGINS OF THE GAME

A new century aawns

As the new century dawned, the interest in football continued to grow exponentially.
An aggregate of seven million people turned out to watch two |8-strong leagues
battle it out for supremacy. And in less than thirty years the FA Cup had grown into
one of the pre-eminent events of the sporting calendar. A record 73,833 crowd
watched Sheffield United's win over Derby in |899; attendances would soon comfortably
exceed the six-figure mark. It was the showpiece event of the people’s game, and had

come a long way since the day it was moved to accommodate the Boat Race.

Football League |888-1899

Top 10 League Positions

1888-89 1891-92 1894-95 1897-98
Preston S | Sunderland 42 I Sunderiand 47 F Sheffield United
Aston Villa 29 | 2 Preston 37 2 Everton 4 2 Sunderland
Wolverhampton W. 28 3 Bolton Wanderers 36 3 Aston Villa 39 3 Wolverhampton W.
Blackburn Rovers 26 4 Aston Villa 30 4 Preston 35 4 Everton
Bolton Wanderers 22 5 Everton 28 5 Blackburn Rovers S 5 The Wednesday
West Bromwich Albion 22 6 Wolverhampton W. 26 6 Sheffield United 32 6 Aston Villa
Accrington 20 7 Burnley 26 7 Nottingham Forest 31 i West Bromwich Albion
Everton 20 8 Notts County 26 8 The Wednesday 28 8 Nottingham Forest
Burnley |7 9 Blackburn Rovers 26 9 Burnley 26 9 Liverpool
Derby County 16 10 Derby County 24 10 Bolton Wanderers 25 10 Derby County

1889-90 1892-93 1895-96 1 898-99
Preston 33 | Sunderland 48 i Aston Villa 45 I Aston Villa
Everton 31 2 Preston 37 2 Derby County ) 2 Liverpool
Blackburn Rovers 2% 3 Everton 36 3 Everton 39 3 Burnley
Wolverhampton W. 25 4 Aston Villa 35 4 Bolton Wanderers 37 4 Everton
West Bromwich Albion 25 | 5 Bolton Wanderers 32 5 Sunderland 37 5 Notts County
Accrington 24 6 Burnley 30 6 Stoke 30 6 Blackburn Rovers
Derby County 21 7 Stoke 29 7 The Wednesday 29 7 Sunderland
Aston Villa |19 8 West Bromwich Albion 29 | 8 Blackburn Rovers 29 8 Wolverhampton W.
Bolton Wanderers [ S Blackburn Rovers 28¢5 Preston 28 9 Derby County
Notts County |7 10 Nottingham Forest 28 10 Burnley 27 10 Bury

1890-9 I ! 1893-94 ; 1896-97 !

Everton 29 | Aston Villa e Aston Villa 47
Preston Sadne o Sunderland 38 Sheffield United 36
Notts County 16 3 Derby County 36 3 Derby County 36
Wolverhampton W. 26 = 4 Blackburn Rovers 34 4 Preston 34
Bolton Wanderers A Burnley 34 5 Liverpool 33
Blackburn Rovers 7y L AT Everton 33 6 The Wednesday 31
Sunderland 23 7 Nottingham Forest 32 7 Everton gl il
Burnley 21 8 West Bromwich Albion 32 8 Bolton Wanderers SO
Aston Villa 18 9 Wolverhampton W. 31 9 Bury 30
Accrington 16 10 Sheffield United 31 10 Wolverhampton W 28
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42
37
35
35
33
33
32
31
28
28

45
43
39
38
37
36
36
35
35
35
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Football in the Edwardian era continued to provide rich entertainment for very little

outlay. Sixpence was the typical entrance fee, and working men in their droves

flocked to matches. Lifelong allegiances were developed, passions aroused. These

sometimes manifested themselves in ways that earned rebuke. An over-exuberant

crowd Iinvaded the pitch in a Cup-tie between Spurs and Villa
match to be abandoned. The FA ordered a replay at Villa Park and finec

in 1904,

causing the
the London

club £350. Some years later; when Europe was plunged into war; politicians expressed

concern that munitions workers were preoccupied by football when their minds

should have been on the war effort.
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1900-1919

Left: At the end of the [9th century,
Sunderland, dubbed “team of all the
talents” was the most successful club in
1900
Newcastle United began to make its

the north east. However by
mark. Like its neighbour, the Newcastle
team contained many Scottish players. In
the 1901-2 season Sunderland regularly
fielded 9 Scots.

Opposite: Supporters of Everton and
Sheffield had a long way to travel for
the 1907 Cup Final at Crystal Palace.
Here supporters are going past St Paul’s
as they make their way to South London.
84,000 fans watched Wednesday win the

match 2-1.

Meredith leads players' challenge against
mMaximum wage

Burgeoning interest inevitably meant that football was no
longer simply sport and entertainment but also big
business. Some of the top clubs started to show extremely
healthy balance sheets, and it wasn't long before players
began to demand a bigger slice of the cake. In April 1901
a new maximum wage of £4 a week was introduced. This
compared favourably with other skilled tradesmen of the
day, but players began to recognise their worth and started
to express dissatisfaction. Matters came to a head in 1907
with the formation of a Players’ Union. The league and FA
were worried about footballers becoming organised,
possibly even affiliating to the Trades Union movement.
They threatened to impose a ban on players who took up
union membership. Manchester United star Billy
Meredith was one of a vociferous group unwilling to be
browbeaten. While many players lost their nerve and fell
into line, Meredith led a group of players who threatened
to withdraw all their labour. Prior to the 1909-10 season
they began training independently under the banner of
The Outcasts. Just before the season got under way the

23

authorities caved in. The maximum wage was
subsequently increased to £5 a week. The principle of

player power was established.

First £1000 transfer
Another manifestation of the way in which football was
now a huge enterprise was in the transfer market. 1905
saw Sunderland and England inside-forward Alf Common
join Middlesbrough for £1000, the first four-figure fee.
This landmark deal polarised opinion. Boro fans were
jubilant after Common helped the club finish clear of
relegation. But to some the buying and selling of players
in such a way smacked of human trafficking, something
that was morally questionable. The game’s administrators
may not have taken such an extreme view, but they were
apprehensive. In 1908 the league tried to impose a £350
cap on transfers. It lasted just four months. The authorities
realised that the ruling was unenforceable. Pragmatism
won the day, as it had over the issue of professionalism

some 20 years earlier.
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Billy Meredith

“The Welsh Wizard”

Billy Meredith, “the Welsh Wizard", is widely
regarded as the game’s first superstar. Meredith
came from Welsh mining stock, and he himself

was working underground by the age of |2. His
parents were eventually persuaded to allow him
to pursue a career in football and Meredith joined
Manchester City in 1894. He quickly established
himself as a skilful, free-scoring winger, and
became known for the fact that he never took to
the field without a toothpick to chew on.

By 1904 30-yearold Meredith was City's
captain, and scored the only goal of the game in
that year's FA Cup Final win over Bolton. Meredith
was banned for eight months after allegedly
attempting to bribe an Aston Villa player before a
vital league match in April 1905. He denied the
charge and when the ban was lifted he moved
across the city to join Manchester United. He
helped United to win the FA Cup in 1909 and the
championship in  [910-11. He rejoined
Manchester City in 1921 as a player-coach. He
finally hung up his boots three years later, when he
was four months short of his 50th birthday. His
swansong came In Citys 1924 FA Cup semi-final
defeat by Newcastle. He had played 48 times for
Wiales between 895 and 1920, winning the last
of his caps when he was 45.

Meredith was at the forefront of a campaign
to end the £4 maximum wage that was in force
in the early |900s.That figure was increased to £5
as a result, and the roots of the PFA can be traced
back to the Welshman's early efforts to establish
a Players’ Union.

Billy Meredith, a tough, talented and controversial player
who captained Wales and played for both Manchester City
and Manchester United in a 30-year career which ended in
1924. Instrumental in setting the foundations for a Players’
Union, he was also banned for a season for reportedly
attempting to bribe an Aston Villa player in a match-fixing
scandal.
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Newcastle dominant

On the field of play one team stood out in the early years
of the new century: Newcastle United. In the 13 seasons
1899-1900 to 1911-12 Newcastle finished in the top 6
eleven times and won the championship on three
occasions, in 1905, 1907 and 1909. Their Cup record
was, if anything, even more remarkable. Between 1905
and 1911 they reached the Final five times. In 1909 the
team went down to Manchester United in the semis, so
1907 was the only year in which the club failed to reach
the last four. And that season of “failure” was dramatic
indeed - a home defeat by Crystal Palace, then a Southern
League outfit.

Unfortunately, Newcastle’s record after reaching the

Final was not so impressive. Crystal Palace, the venue for
each of them, was not a happy hunting ground. Newcastle
failed to record a single victory in five attempts. Their best
effort came in 1910, when they managed a 1-1 draw with
Second Division Barnsley before beating the Yorkshire side

in a replay at Goodison Park.

Villa thwart Double hopes

1904-05 saw Newecastle come agonisingly close to the
Double. Aston Villa spoiled the party in the Cup Final. Villa
were not quite the force they'd been in the 1890s, but
spearheaded by new young striking sensation Harry
Hampton they ran out 2-0 winners. Hampton scored both
goals. Newcastle picked themselves up and won 3-0 at
Middlesbrough on the last day of the season, enough to
pip Everton for the championship by a point.

A scene from the 1907 Cup Final between Everton and Sheffield Wednesday. Just one year earlier Everton were [-0 victors over
Newcastle, but on this occasion were beaten 2-|1 by Wednesday. The middle years of the decade were highly successful for both
Merseyside teams. Alec Young’s goal gave Everton the FA Cup in 1906 and Liverpool’s Scottish centre-forward Alex Raisbeck helped

them secure victory in the league in the same year.
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Rise of Liverpool
and Manchester

United

Liverpool and Manchester United also made their
mark in this period, winning the title four times
between them. Liverpool had come a long way since
their League baptism in 1893. Just six years later they
were on course for the Double, but were hammered
5-0 by Villa in a title showdown, then lost an FA Cup
semi-final to Sheffield United. That was the year that
Liverpool changed their colours from blue-and-
white quarters to red. It didn’t help them then, but
two years later, 1900-01, the title went to Anfield for
the first time. On that occasion, instead of riding
high then falling away, as they had done two years
earlier, the team went on a tremendous late run
which included nine wins and three draws in the 12
games. A 1-0 victory at relegated West Bromwich
Albion clinched the championship.

Raisbeck stars at Anfield

Liverpool’s star was Alex Raisbeck. In his third season
at the club, the Scottish international was tigerish in
the tackle and outstanding in the air, despite standing
only 5ft. 9in. tall. Raisbeck was still the lynchpin
when Liverpool won their second title five years
later, 1905-06. The intervening period had been
something of a rollercoaster, the club having been
relegated in 1903-04. But they made their mark in
the record books by winning the Second and First
Division championships in consecutive seasons.
1905-06 was also noteworthy for the fact that
Everton beat Newcastle in the FA Cup Final;
Liverpool’s journalists made much capital out of
their city’s footballing supremacy that year.

Spectators climb trees to watch the [912 Cup Final
between Barnsley and West Bromwich Albion, that
ended in a no-score draw. Second Division Barnsley
finally defeated West Brom by a single goal scored
during extra time in the replay. Three successive drawn
Cup Finals convinced the FA to change the rules of the
competition to allow extra time to be played should the
first match be tied.
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1900-1919

eague Division One [900-1919

Top 10 League Positions

1899-1900

Aston Villa

Sheffield United
Sunderiand
Wolverhampton W
Newcastle United
Derby County
Manchester City
Nottingham Forest
Stoke

Liverpool

1900-01

Liverpool
Sunderland

Notts County
Nottingham Forest
Bury

Newcastle Unrted
Everton

The Wednesday
Blackburn Rovers
Bolton Wanderers

1901-02

Sunderland
Everton
Newecastle United
Blackburn Rovers
Nottingham Forest
Derby County
Bury

Aston Villa

The Wednesday
Sheffield United

1902-03

The Wednesday

Aston Villa

Sunderland

Sheffield United
Liverpool

Stoke

West Bromwich Albion
Bury

Derby County
Nottingham Forest

1903-04

The Wednesday
Manchester City
Everton

Newcastle United
Aston Villa
Sunderland
Sheffield United
Wolverhampton W
Nottingham Forest
Middlesbrough

50
48
41

39
36
36
34
34
34
33

45
43
40
39
39
38
37
36
33
33

44
41
37
36
35
35
34
34
34
33

42
41
4|
39
38
37
36
35
35
35

47
44
43
42
41
39
38
36
3|
30

— D 00 =] Oy U0 B W —

— 0 0 =] O U0 B WM - =

gy Ll s ) pa—

— A0 0D =]

=)

— 0 00 =] o N o) —

o

— 50 00 =~ O~ N 5 W N —

o]

I 904-05

Newecastle United
Everton
Manchester City
Aston Villa
Sunderland
Sheffield United
Small Heath
Preston

The Wednesday
Woolwich Arsenal

1905-06

Liverpool

Preston

The Wednesday
Newcastle United
Manchester City
Bolton Wanderers
Birmingham City
Aston Villa
Blackburn Rovers
Stoke

1906-07

Newcastle United
Bristol City
Everton

Sheffield United
Aston Villa

Bolton Wanderers
Woolwich Arsenal
Manchester United
Birmingham City
Sunderiand

1907-08

Manchester United
Aston Villa
Manchester City
Newcastle United
The Wednesday
Middlesbrough
Bury

Liverpool
Nottingham Forest
Bristol City

1908-09

Newecastle United
Everton
Sunderland
Blackburn Rovers
The Wednesday
Woolwich Arsenal
Aston Villa

Bristol City
Middlesbrough
Preston

48
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42
40
40
39
36
33
33
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1909-10

Aston Villa
Liverpool
Blackburn Rovers
Newcastle United
Manchester United
Sheffield United
Bradford City
Sunderland

Notts County
Everton

1910-11

Manchester United
Aston Villa
Sunderland
Everton

Bradford City

The Wednesday
Oldham
Newcastle United
Sheffield United
Woolwich Arsenal
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Blackburn Rovers
Everton

Newecastle United
Bolton Wanderers

The Wednesday

Aston Villa
Middlesbrough
Sunderland

West Bromwich Albion
Woolwich Arsenal

53
48
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45
45
42
42
4l
40
40
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191213

Sunderland

Aston Villa

The Wednesday
Manchester United
Blackburn Rovers
Manchester City

Derby County

Bolton Wanderers
Oldham

West Bromwich Albion

1913-14

Blackburn Rovers
Aston Villa

Oldham
Middlesbrough

West Bromwich Albion
Bolton Wanderers
Sunderiand

Chelsea

Bradford City

Sheffield United

I 914-15

Everton

Oldham

Blackburn Rovers
Burnley

Manchester City
Sheffield United

The Wednesday
Sunderland

Bradford PA

West Bromwich Albion

54
50
49
46
45
44
42
4
42
38

51
44
43
43
43
4
40
39
38
37
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1900-1919

FA Cup Finals

1900 Bury
i 1901 Tottenham H.
1902 Sheffield United

v Southampton 4-0
v
v

1903  Bury v Derby County 6-0
v
v
v
%

Sheffield United 3-1

Southampton 2-1

Bolton Wanderers |-0
Newcastle United 2-0
Newcastle United 1-0

1904 Manchester City
1905 Aston Villa
1906  Everton

1907  Sheffield W. Everton 2-1
1908  Wolverhampton W v Newcastle United 3-|
1909 Manchester Utd v Bristol City 1-0
1910 Newcastle United v  Barnsley 2-0
1911 Bradford City v Newcastle United [-0
1912 Barnsley v West Bromwich A. 1-0
1913  AstonVilla v Sunderland 1-0
1914 Burnley v Liverpool I-0
1915  Sheffield United v Chelsea 3-0
1916-1919 no competition
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Steve Bloomer

Steve Bloomer was the most prolific marksman of his day.An
inside-forward with a deadly accurate shot, Bloomer began
his career as an |8-year-old with Derby in 1892. He ended
his career at the age of 40 in |914 at the same club, although
he did have a four-year spell at Middlesbrough along the way.
These 22 years yielded a remarkable 352 League goals In
598 appearances. It was not until the 1936-37 season that
Dixie Dean set a new mark, and only a handful of players
have outscored him since. Bloomer's record 28 goals in just
23 games for England stood even longer, until the 1950s.The
FA presented him with a portrait of himself when he won
his 2 st cap, which was a record at the time. After hanging
up his boots, Bloomer took up a coaching job in Germany
and was interned for the duration of the First World War.

The 1911 Cup Final played at Crystal Palace ended in a 2-
2 draw forcing a mid-week replay at newly-completed Old
Trafford. Newcastle were unlucky again being defeated by
Bradford by one goal to nil. The Tyneside team had reached
the Final 5 times in the last 7 years but had only lifted the

_ m : - ‘ s ot -.: . "
TG e o PG, trophy once - in 1910.
el i 2 ’ Rl 22 -

__" Nl e iy During the 1909-10 season Manchester United took up
SN e, R 5 residence at OId Trafford and Arsenal’s new stadium at

Highbury was completed in 1913.
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Newton Heath
reformed as
Manchester Unrited

Manchester United also scaled the heights after some lean
times at the turn of the century. By 1901 the Newton
Heath club was in a parlous state, both on and off the
field. The team was languishing in the Second Division
and facing crippling debts. A winding-up order was issued
and the team had to rely on fund-raising through bazaars
and the like in order to fulfil its fixtures. In 1902 things
improved dramatically when some wealthy local
businessmen pumped much-needed funds into the club.
The Phoenix-like revival prompted a call for a new name.
Manchester Celtic and Manchester Central were

considered; Manchester United was settled upon.

Mangnall masterminds title win

Legendary manager Ernest Mangnall arrived the following
year, and after three top six finishes in Division Two,
United won promotion in 1905-06 and made their debut
in the top flight the following season. The team that was
promoted already boasted Charlie Roberts, one of the
outstanding half-backs of his day. Apart from his
dominance on the pitch, Roberts was noted for bucking
the usual trend regarding length of shorts, preferring to
wear his well above the knee. This act of rebelliousness,
together with his vocal support of the Players’ Union, was
said to be one of the reasons why he won only three caps.

Mangnall knew he had to strengthen the team for an
assault on the championship. He signed Billy Meredith
from neighbours Manchester City, one of the transfer
coups of the period. Meredith, who had scored the goal
which beat Bolton in the 1904 Cup Final was an
established star but arived at United under a cloud. There
had been allegations of illegal payments at Manchester
City and Meredith himself was implicated in a bribery
scandal. All that was forgotten two years later when
Manchester United became champions for the first time.
Ten straight wins early in the 1907-08 season, including
a 6-1 thrashing of defending champions Newcastle, gave
United a lead that proved decisive. As champions, United

Rangers. The match took place at Stamford Bridge, United

winning 4-0 after a replay.

United relocate to Old Trafford
The following season was disappointing as far as the
league went, but it brought a first FA Cup success. In the
Final United beat mid-table side Bristol City 1-0, but
along the way they had accounted for Newcastle, Everton
and Blackburn, who occupied three of the top four places
in the league that year.

1909-10 saw United finish empty-handed but it was
noteworthy as the season in which the club took up
residence at Old Trafford. The move to the new stadium,
which cost £60,000 and could hold 100,000, was timely;
for as United played host to Liverpool on 19 February 1910
to mark the beginning of a new era, part of the old Bank
Street ground collapsed in a gale. In 1910-11, United’s first
full season at Old Trafford, they were crowned champions
for the second time.

Teams from the Midlands and the North continued
to dominate. Sunderland, Sheffield Wednesday, Blackburn
and Everton were the other clubs which won league titles
between 1900 and 1915. In that final campaign before
war brought a 4-year hiatus, one of Lancashire’s lesser
lights very nearly made it to the top of the tree. Oldham
would have won the championship had they beaten
Liverpool in their final match; they lost and Everton
snatched the title by a point.

E 3

gL -ﬂﬂ A
i ;1 I,"Lgl.lii f‘ ':'.- .
i (g 7 TR S LR

took part in the inaugural Charity Shield match, in which A record crowd of over 120, 000 gather outside the Crystal Palace ground

they faced Southern League winners Queen’s Park for a view of the 1913 FA Cup Final between Aston Villa and Sunderland.
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Spurs set
record

For the emerging teams from the South success was
sporadic. However, in 1901 it was a London team which
created a record that will surely remain unequalled. Spurs,
then in the Southern League, won the FA Cup, the only
non-league side ever to win the trophy. They disposed of
three Division One sides en route, Preston, West
Bromwich Albion and holders Bury. They faced Sheffield
United in the final, and most observers thought they were
on the receiving end of a bad decision when 'keeper
Clawley was adjudged to have made a save behind his line.
A goal was given and the game ended 2-2. A 3-1 victory
in the replay at Bolton meant that any error hadn’t been
too costly. Sandy Brown was the Spurs’ hero, netting a
record 15 times during the Cup run, including three in
the two Finals. 110,000 watched the first encounter at
Crystal Palace, a record that has been beaten only twice
since. Some commentators did note that the team
consisted entirely of players from the provinces and
Scotland, and as such the victory could hardly be regarded
as a revival of the capital’s footballing fortunes. Spurs were
elected to the league in 1908, winning promotion to
Division One at the first attempt.

31

The 1914 Cup Final in which Burnley defeated Liverpool by one goal
scored in the 58th minute. This was the fourth year in succession that the

Final had ended with a [-0 scoreline.

Arsenal’s rise was more steady. It wasn't until
1904-05 -11 years after becoming a League club - that the
Gunners made it into the top flight. Several seasons of
consolidation followed before the club was relegated in
1912-13. This proved to be a blessing in disguise, as it
precipitated Chairman Henry Norris's decision to relocate
to Highbury. New neighbours Spurs were none too
pleased with the decision, creating a rivalry that continues

unabated.

Chelsea win league status in five months
Chelsea’s entry into the league was remarkable in itself. At
the start of 1905 the club didn't exist, yet just five months
later it was elected to Division Two. Founder Gus Mears
was behind this amazing rise up the ladder. He acquired
the Stamford Bridge Athletic ground, signed a group of
players and then, in May, saw the club’s application to join
the Second Division accepted. Both divisions were
expanded from 18 to 20 clubs, and Chelsea joined the
ranks with a club that would have rather less of an impact
on the game, Clapham Orient. Chelsea finished third in
their debut season, while Clapham Orient propped up the
table. Chelsea were promoted to the First Division the

following year.
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“Khaki rinal”

In 1914-15 Chelsea finished second from bottom in the
league but reached their first Cup Final. They failed to
reproduce their best form, however, and went down 3-0
to Sheffield United. The Yorkshire club hoisted a brand-
new trophy aloft, the third in the competition’s history.
The design of the previous cup had been copied by a
regional competition, and the FA decided to present it to
Lord Kinnaird for his services to the game and have a new
one made.

The Chelsea-Sheffield United match was dubbed
“The Khaki Final” because of the number of uniformed
spectators present. Football had come in for a lot of
criticism for completing the 1914-15 programme,
hostilities having broken out the previous August.
Questions had been asked in the House of Commons over
the issue, but the game did serve as an effective recruiting
sergeant. Rousing speeches were made at matches, and
both players and supporters enlisted in droves, long before
conscription was introduced. At the end of the Khaki Final
Lord Derby gave a speech, saying: “You have played with
one another and against one another for the Cup. Play

FOOTBALL

Brief moment in the limelight
The period immediately prior to World war One saw some
unheralded clubs enjoy a brief moment in the spotlight.
Apart from Oldham’s agonising experience in the 1914-15
championship race, Bradford City and Barnsley also tasted
success. In 1910-11 Bradford finished Sth in the league
and beat Newcastle in the Cup Final. Division Two side
Barnsley made it to two Finals in three seasons, losing to
Newcastle in 1910 and beating West Brom in 1912.
Between those two appearances
the club had finished 19th in
Division Two and been forced to
apply for re-election.

Both of Barnsley’s Cup
appearances and Bradford’s 1911
victory had gone to replays,
pUempHng e FA 1o MSOMS  olited i droves,
extra time from 1913. It wasn't
needed that year - a 1-0 win for Villa over Sunderland - or
the next, when Burnley ran out 1-0 winners over
Liverpool. That 1914 Final marked the first time that a
reigning monarch attended football’s showpiece. King
George V handed Burnley’s skipper Tommy Boyle the Cup
and at the same time rang down the curtain on the Crystal

Football served as an
etfective recruiting sergeant.
Rousing speeches were made
at matches, and both

players and supporters

Palace as a final venue.

with one another for England now”.

Tottenham Hotspur, winners of the
FA Cup 1901, the only non-league
side to win the trophy since the
league was founded in 1888. In the
first years of the new century the
northern clubs still dominated
league and Cup football. The ‘great
eight’ comprised Everton, Sheffield
Wednesday, Newcastle, Sunderland,
Liverpool, Aston Villa and both
Manchester clubs. Arsenal was the
first southern side to be admitted to
the First Division in the [1903-4
season with Chelsea following on

in 1907.
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Decline of
gentlemen-amateurs

Until the early 1900s the England side invariably included
a number of amateurs. The cream of the public school and
university systems could still hold their own against the
professionals. Players such as Charles Burgess Fry and
Gilbert Oswald Smith were outstanding performers. The
latter was rated a better goalscorer than the legendary
Steve Bloomer.

Many of the top gentlemen-amateurs turned out for
Corinthians, who regularly beat the top league sides they
came up against. In 1900 Corinthians put eight past
Wolves and in 1904 thrashed Cup holders Bury 10-3. In
March 1902 England fielded just one amateur in the side
that drew with Wales in Wrexham. In April 1905 Spurs’

centre-forward Vivian Woodward was the sole amateur in
the side which beat Scotland 1-0 at Crystal Palace. The
decline of the amateur international was hastened in
1907, when the FA sought to bring all players under their
jurisdiction. The amateurs demurred and formed the
Amateur Football Association. This marked a parting of the
ways, and as top sides such as Corinthians were now
prevented from testing themselves against league
opposition, they soon lost their edge and a proud tradition
was consigned to the history books.

Ibrox disaster
On the international front this period is remembered
chiefly for a tragedy. When Scotland and England met at
Ibrox Park on 5 April 1902, 25 people were killed when
a section of the stand collapsed. The game eventually
continued and ended 1-1 but the result was later
expunged from the record books.
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Among the crowd at the 1914 Cup Final was King George V, the first monarch ever to attend the event. The route between
Buckingham Palace and Crystal Palace was lined with cheering crowds. Ironically, the public schools that had done so much to
develop the game of football had now adopted rugby as their sport and football was the passion of the working classes.
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1900-1919

Milestones [900-1919

1901 A maximum wage for footballers Football was first introduced as an
introduced Olympic sport at the London
1902 Sheffield United’s Alf Common is Sl fﬁeiﬂai’;ﬁ:‘d
transferred to Sunderland for £500 beating Denmark 2-0
A stand collapses at a Scotland v ! : :
e First FA Charity Shield match
Eggllnd lr:r.anl:«:h at Ibrox Park killing played: the idea for a match
PEOP between the winners of the FA Cup
Manchester United founded when and the league for charity was that
brewer John Davies bought up a of Charles Clegg the then Vice
bankrupt team, Newton Heath. The President of the FA
team did not enter the league until | 1909 Walter Tull becomes the first black
outfield player in the First Division,
1904 FIFA, Federation of International playing for Tottenham Hotspur.
Football Associations is formed with 1912 It becomes illegal for goalkeepers to
seven members handle the ball outside the penalty
1905 England joins FIFA area
Alf Common is transferred from Danny O’Shea of West Ham is
Sunderland to Middlesbrough for a transferred to Blackburn Rovers for
fee of £1000 £2000
Billy Meredith of Manchester City is The Stockholm Qlympics sees
suspended after attempting to bribe Englgnd take their second gold by
Aston Villa’s captain to help his team beating Denmark 4-2 in the final
win the league 1913 Woolwich Arsenal moves from
After Fulham turned down an offer South- East to North London in a
to buy Stamford Bridge the owners bid to gain more supporters amid
decided to create Chelsea FC to financial difficulties
play there 1915 Football League games suspended
Despite being created by staff at the for the duration of the war, although
Royal Exhibition in 1861, Crystal a limited regional programme
Palace did not turn professional introduced later
until 1905 because the FA opposed FA Cup Final still played and won by
the idea that a team could play an Sheffield United. The event became
FA Cup Final on their home ground, known as the Khaki Cup Final on
which was used as the location for account of the large number of
FA Cup Finals at the time servicemen in the crowd
1906 Prevention of Corruption Act 1919 Leeds City is expelled from the
passed making bribery and match football league for allegedly making
fixing a punishable offence illegal payments to players. The club
i 1908 England plays Austria in Vienna; its was replaced with Leeds United
D et T gl . first international against foreign Football League enlarged to hold 44
RRTRRIN clubs

> N

i

o 5

. -
i |

opposition

The 1913 Cup Final brought together two of the most successful clubs in the
league: Aston Villa and Sunderland. In the 1912-13 season both sides had the
potential of winning the Double, which Aston Villa had succeeded in doing in
1896-7. In the event, Sunderland took the league title and Villa won the Cup,
defeating Sunderland by one goal to nil in front of a record crowd of over
120,000. The scores might have been higher since the Birmingham team were
without their keeper for part of the second half and Villa’s Charlie Wallace
missed a penalty, only the second ever awarded in an FA Cup Final.
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Football becomes
Olympic sport

International football was still largely confined to fixtures
against the other home nations. But in 1908 football made
its official debut as an Olympic sport. An England side was
chosen to represent the United Kingdom and took the
gold medal. England retained the Olympic crown in
1912: on both occasions the beaten finalists were

Denmark.
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FOOTBALL

FIFA founded

Bohemia had sought entry into the 1912 Olympic
tournament but had been unable to compete since the
country was not a member of FIFA. The Federation
International de Football Association had been formed in
Paris on 21 May 1904. France, Belgium, Switzerland,
Denmark, the Netherlands, Sweden and Spain were the
founding members of world football’s new governing
body, England joining the following year.
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Over 70,000 people officially attended the Cup Final in 1914 but many preferred to spectate from vantage points outside the
ground. This was the last time that Crystal Palace was to play host to the Final, the first time being in 1895 when Aston Villa’s John

Devey scored a goal forty seconds into the game.
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The 1915 Cup Final was a subdued dffair, held in Manchester on a damp afternoon before a crowd of only 50,000, many of whom

were servicemen displaying signs of the injuries sustained in battle.

Football In the trenches

As the 1914-15 season drew to a close it was clear that
football could not continue. The decision to suspend the
League and Cup competition came as no surprise, and the
global conflict brought forth the heroic and less seemly
side of the footballing fraternity. The unsavoury element
occurred in a game between Manchester United and
Liverpool on 2 April 1915. The political uncertainties
prompted a number of players to conspire and rig the
result - a 2-0 win for United - and make a killing at the
bookmaker's.  Suspicions were aroused and the
subsequent inquiry resulted in eight players receiving life
bans. After the war the Football League took a more
charitable view of those who had fought for their country.
The exception was Manchester United's Enoch "Knocker"
West, whose ban remained in force after he continued to
deny all charges.

Greater nobility was shown in the famous Christmas

37

Day truce of 1914, when German and British soldiers
played an impromptu game in No-Man’s-Land. And even
in the height of battle football was often used as a morale
booster. Members of some regiments invoked the names
of their beloved clubs as they advanced, and even dribbled
balls onto the battlefield. Back in England, regional
football replaced the traditional competitions between
1915 and 1918. These were low-key affairs and fixtures
were organised so as not to interfere with the war effort.
After Armistice Day on 11 November 1918 the appetite of
both clubs and supporters to reinstate the official
programme was huge. There was even talk of getting a
truncated FA Cup competition off the ground
immediately. In the end the authorities decided in favour
of starting afresh the following season, and 1919-20 thus

became the first postwar campaign.
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Expanding the Game

Once the Great war was over, the appetite to quickly reinstate the league and Cup

competitions proper was huge. The early months of 1919 saw all the clubs take stock.

After a four-year interruption they had to assess their playing staffs and effect repairs

to their stadiums. The administrators were also busy. Divisions One and Two were
immediately expanded to 22 clubs, and within two years two regionalThird Divisions
had been formed. This meant that the Football League in 1921-22 comprised 86
clubs compared with just 40 prior to World War One.

A typical band of Cup-tie enthusiasts who paraded the streets on their way to Stamford Bridge plentifully bedecked with rosettes
and ribbons, and keeping up their spirits with rattles and other noisy instruments. Stamford Bridge, an impressive stadium built in
1904 by Chelsea with a capacity of 100,000 was to be the venue for the postwar Cup Finals until Wembley Stadium was completed
in 1923,
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Controversy as
Sth-placed Arsenal
gain promotion
The way in which Division One was expanded in 1919-

The
expectation was that the top two Second Division sides

20 got the new era off to a controversial start.

from the 1914-15 season, Derby and Preston, would
simply be promoted. But the Football League decided that
Arsenal would go up too. The Gunners had finished only
Sth in that final pre-war season, and Chairman Henry
Norris was said to have engaged in some feverish behind-
the-scenes lobbying in order to get the club elected to the
top table. Three promoted_ teams meant that a First
Division club bad to go. Tottenham had finished bottom
in 1914-15 and they were the obvious candidates. It took
Spurs just one season to bounce back, but the
circumstances in which they had swapped places with
their north London rivals did nothing to promote
harmony between the two clubs.
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Below: Aston VYilla play Huddersfield in the 1920 Cup Final.
Villa’s winning goal was scored by Kirton who had joined the
Birmingham side from Leeds City after the club had been
forced to sell off its entire squad.

Above: Aston Villa collect the Cup at Stamford Bridge
in 1920.




A PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY OQF ENGLISH FOOTBALL

Leeds expelled over illegal payments
The early drama of the 1919-20 campaign took place off
the field, when Second Division side Leeds City were
expelled from the league for making illegal payments.
City, managed by Herbert Chapman, had won the

Northern regional championship in 1918 and seemed to
be a team on the up. After the allegations were made
Chapman chose to put a match to the club’s books rather
than submit them for scrutiny. He was suspended and
Port Vale took over Leeds’ fixtures. For Chapman and
Leeds it was the parting of the ways, though both would
rise again after a brief period in the wilderness. In 1920
the club reconstituted itself as Leeds United and returned
to the fold. That same year Chapman, after a short spell
with an engineering firm, also returned to the game. Over
the next 14 years, first with Huddersfield Town and then

with Arsenal, Chapman would take club management into
a different realm. >

Above: Supporters of both Aston Villa and Huddersfield seemed full of confidence on their way to the 1920 Cup Final. Villa, who
eventually won a closely fought contest -0 after extra time, had now won the Cup six times. They would only win the competition
once more in the twentieth century - beating Manchester United in 1957.

Below left: Cantrell, the Spurs centre-forward, and Bliss (right) inside-left, battling with defenders in the Wolves’ goalmouth during
the 1921 Cup Final.

Below right: Bliss gets past Woodward as the defender slips on the muddy surface. Heavy rain had created poor playing conditions
and spectators were disappointed that the quality of the football suffered. Spurs® 1-0 win was the first southern victory in the Cup
since 1901 when the London club last won the trophy.
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The rise of
Huddersfield

In 1920 Huddersfield were in dire straits. The club was the
poor relation to the town'’s rugby league side, and had
even contemplated relocating lock, stock and barrel to
Leeds. Things improved after the club acquired several of
the players auctioned off by Leeds City. Huddersfield then
made the most important signing of all: Herbert Chapman
himself. In 1920 Huddersfield won promotion to the top
flight for the first time and also made it to the FA Cup
final, in which they went down 1-0 to Aston Villa. This
was no flash in the plan; the best was yet to come.
Chapman set to work using his uncanny knack for buying
the right player at the right time and moulding
individuals into a formidable unit. Probably the key
acquisition was Villa’s inside-forward Clem Stephenson,
who arrived in March 1921 in a £4000 deal. Many

thought 30-year-old Stephenson’s best years were behind
him, but Chapman made him captain and in the autumn
of his career he enjoyed a golden period as he led
Huddersfield on an extraordinary run of success. The first
silverware came in 1922, when the Yorkshire club lifted
the FA Cup. It was a dour affair, with Preston providing the
opposition. The only goal came from the penalty spot after
Huddersfield winger Billy Smith was brought down.
Preston seemed to have a legitimate case that the foul had
been committed outside the box, but the referee waved
this away and Smith himself stepped up to score. This
game marked the last of three postwar finals to be
contested at Stamford Bridge. By the following April the
new Wembley Stadium would be ready.

Mathematicians needed to determine championship
In the next six seasons Huddersfield finished no lower
than third in the league, and the club’s remarkable run
included a famous hat-trick of championships starting in
1923-24.This first league title was also the most dramatic.

Herbert Chapman (back row, left) pictured with Huddersfield Town in 1921. Chapman is one of a select group of managers
who have won the league championship with different clubs: Huddersfield Town in 1924, 1925 and 1926 and Arsenal in 1931.
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At the end of the season Huddersfield and Cardiff both
had 57 points. Huddersfield’s goals column read 60-
33, Cardiff’s 61-34. This was an era in which goal
average decided such issues and Huddersfield’s was
superior by a wafer-thin 0.024. Cardiff would not
have needed to trouble the mathematicians had they
converted a last-minute penalty in their final match at
Birmingham. But a nervous Len Davies fired wide, the
game ended in a goalless draw and Cardiff had to settle
for the runners-up spot. Under the modern goal
difference system, of course, the placings would have
been reversed, Cardiff having scored one more goal

than their rivals.

Chapman moves to Arsenal
Huddersfield retained their title in 1924-25,
conceding just 28 goals all season. No club had ever A e T S T R S e SR AR S

won the championship with a better defensive record

than that. Wednesday had been equally miserly in
1903-04 but that was in the days of a 34-match
S€ason.

Herbert Chapman laid the foundations for
Huddersfield's hat-trick of league titles but before the
third crown had been claimed he had taken up a new
challenge. It would take him longer to shape his new
club, Arsenal, into a championship-winning side, but

by the end of the decade the Gunners would be setting
the standards all other clubs had to measure

themselves by.
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Above: Going for goal: Decades before Denis Law perfected the

art Bliss executes an overhead kick for Tottenham in the Cup
Final against Wolverhampton Wanderers. Later in the game he
tries a more conventional shot at goal.

Left: With his rosettes and cockerel, Tottenham’s emblem, this fan
left no doubt as to which side he supported.

Opposite above: Stamford Bridge 1922: The Duke of York shakes
hands with the Huddersfield team with Prince George and
Wilson, the Huddersfield captain, behind him. Chapman’s most
important addition to his new team was Aston Villa’s inside-
forward Clem Stephenson for whom he paid £4000.

Opposite below: W.H. Smith of Huddersfield scores the winning
goal from a disputed penalty in the 1922 final. Smith had been
brought down by the Preston defence but it was generally agreed

that the action took place outside the box.
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Rise and fall of West
Brom and Burnley

Huddersfield apart, no club enjoyed a sustained period of

success in the 1920s. West Bromwich Albion won the first-

postwar championship, 1919-20, for the only time in
their history. Long before the decade was out the Midlands
club was languishing in the Second Division. Burnley had
finished runners-up to West Brom, and they took over the
mantle in 1920-21. A 30-match unbeaten run - 21 wins
and 9 draws - between early September and late March
carried the Lancashire club to its first title. But once again
decline quickly set in. After six seasons/in the bottom half
of the table Burnley finally suffered the drop in 1929-30.

Scott marshals mean Liverpool defence
Liverpool were the only club apart from Huddersfield to
win two championships in this period. The team’s success
was built on a resilient defence, with the huge Irish
goalkeeper Elisha Scott performing heroics and establishing

himself as an Anfield legend. In 1921-22 Liverpool found
the net just 63 times. Six teams had bettered that but none
could match the 36 in the Goals Against column. The
following year Liverpool held off the challenge of a skilful
Sunderland side to retain their crown, and this time their
defence was even more impenetrable: only 31 goals
conceded in their 42 games, a new record. Liverpool
didn’t suffer the same fate as West Bromwich Albion and
Burnley thereafter, but their form for the rest of the 1920s
was erratic and they didn't mount another serious title
challenge.

Gallacher becomes toast of Tyneside
Huddersfield then took charge, and their vice-like grip on
the league was not broken until Newcastle claimed their
4th title in 1926-27. Their star was diminutive Scottish
striker Hughie Gallacher, widely regarded as the greatest
finisher of his era. Gallacher, who had joined Newcastle
from Airdrie for £5500, hit 36 of the team’s 96 league
goals. Having missed four matches, this very nearly gave
him a scoring ratio of a goal a game.

— T

-~
]

A panoramic photograph of the last Cup Final at Stamford Bridge before the move to Wembley. Smith’s winning penalty kick for
Huddersfield was the first to decide a Cup Final. Preston’s goalkeeper, James Mitchell, had tried to distract Smith as he prepared
to take the kick by moving about on the goal line. Following this incident, the rule was brought in which required the goalkeeper

to remain still until the ball was kicked.
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Herbert Chapman

Herbert Chapman was the most successful manager of the 1920s
and early 1930s, his influence on the game continuing long after his
death in 1934. He had had an undistinguished playing career at
Northampton, Sheffield United and Spurs, standing out more for
his trademark yellow boots than for the quality of his play. He made
his name during the First World war as manager of Leeds City, but
in 1919 he was suspended over financial irregularities. He took over
an ailing Huddersfield Town side in 1920 and within four years he
transformed the club into championship winners. After retaining
the title, Chapman moved to Highbury in 1925.Along with veteran
inside-forward Charlie Buchan, Chapman reacted to a change In
the offside law by introducing a fluid WM system, replacing the rigid
2-3-5 formation that most teams played. This involved the centre-
half dropping into a purely defensive role, abandoning his usual role
of providing the link between defence and attack That "schemer's’
job was filled by an inside forward, which meant a revolutionary 3-
3-4 formation.

Chapman had an uncanny knack for spotting potential. He
signed Cliff Bastin and paid a world record £10,890 for David Jack.
It is said that when he met his opposite number at Bolton to discuss
Jack’s transfer; he arranged for the hotel waiter to to keep the drinks
coming - but instructed that his own glass should contain nothing
alcoholic. By the time the men got down to business the
atmosphere was very convivial. Bolton did get a world record fee
but Chapman still thought his underhand tactic had given him the
better of the deal.

Alex James was acquired for slightly less than Jack, but it was
his arrival from Preston in 1929 that sparked a phenomenal run of
success.

With James playing that key schemer’s role, Arsenal went on
to win the championship three times in four years, and finished
runners-up to Everton in 1931-32. There was also an FA Cup
victory over Chapman’s former club, Huddersfield, in 1930.

Chapman died just before Arsenal confirmed their third
championship, but all the pieces were in place for further success.
The Gunners'league titles of 1935 and 1938, together with another
FA Cup victory in 1936, also owed much to the groundwork
Chapman laid. His influence also spread to the international side,
notably when England beat ftaly in November |934. Chapman'’s
Arsenal provided seven of the players who beat the reigning world
champions 3-2.
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Above: Herbert Chapman made his name as manager
of Leeds City during the First World War. After
transforming Huddersfield he went on to even greater
success at Arsenal.

Below: Frank Barson was one of the game’s best-known
characters. He played 353 league games for five clubs,
most notably for Aston Villa and Manchester United.
He was considered one of the first “hard” men in
football and was often sent off and suspended. As a
commanding centre-half who liked to go forward he
was powerful in the air. On Boxing Day in 1921 he
scored with a header from almost 30 yards to give
Aston Villa victory over Sheffield United.
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New offside law
brings goal avalanche

Newecastle’s record of 96 goals scored and 58 conceded in
1926-7 made for an interesting comparison with
Huddersfield's performance two years earlier. In their
second championship-winning season the Yorkshire club’s
goals column read 69-28, their defence proving even
meaner than Liverpool’s. For Newcastle to have scored 27
more goals but let in 30 more suggests a cavalier
approach. But the chief reason for the surge in goalscoring
was a change in the offside law which had been brought
in in 1925. "“

Since the 1870s three players were required between
the attacker and the goal for him to be onside. Over that
50-year period defences had got the offside trap down to
a fine art. Newcastle themselves were arch-exponents. It is
said that when one visiting team pulled into the city’s
train station and heard a guard’s whistle, a wag chimed:
"Blimey! Offside already!"

Under the new law only two players were now
required between the attacking player and the goal for
him to be onside. As most teams played the traditional 2-
3-5 formation, forwards could now be onside with just
the two full-backs to beat. There was a goal avalanche,
which was exactly what the FA
had wanted. On 29 August 1925
the first matches took place
under the new system and the
effect was immediate and
dramatic. Villa beat Burnley 10-
0, and in the following weeks QDGIS —
there was a plethora of high-
scoring games. 1703 goals were
scored in Division One in 1925-
26, an increase of over 500 on the previous season. Sterile,
negative play might have been eliminated but not
everyone was thrilled by the goal-fest. Some felt that
goalscoring had become devalued and that the ingenuity
and skill required to find the back of the net before the
rule change was somewhat lacking under the revised

system.

The 1923 Cup Final, played at the new Empire Stadium at Wembley between West Ham United and Bolton Wanderers, attracted

the largest crowd ever seen at a football match in the country. The King was present and was one of the most keenly interested

spectators. Here the nearest fans are seen cheering as the National Anthem is played.

Villa beat Burnley 10-0,
and in the following weeks
there was a plethora of

high-scoring games. 1703

Division One in 1925-26.
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60-goal Dean fires
Everton to title

Everton rattled in 102 goals on their way to the 1927-28

championship. They weren't the first team to hit the magic
ton mark, but it was a record-breaking campaign for one
man: Dixie Dean. When Everton went into their final
league fixture, a home clash with Arsenal, they were
already confirmed as champions. Nevertheless, a vast
crowd turned up to see if Dean, who had hit 57 goals,
could break the individual scoring record. That was held
by George Camsell, who had hit 59 for Second Division

hat-trick he needed, ending the campaign with a
phenomenal 60 goals to his name. Herbert Chapman
wanted Dean to spearhead the Arsenal side he was
building and asked Everton to name their price.
Unsurprisingly, the Merseyside club was in no hurry to
part with its prized asset.

Everton slipped to 18th the following season, and
the decade ended with Wednesday on top of the pile.
Having finished 16th and 14th in the two previous
campaigns, Wednesday edged out Leicester and Villa to
claim their third championship. It was to be their last
appearance under the Wednesday banner; by the time they
began the defence of their title in the summer of 1929 the
club had officially been renamed Sheffield Wednesday.

champions Middlesbrough a year earlier. Dean got the

Dixie Dean
1907 — | 980

Middlesbrough's George Camsell is unfortunate that his name is not better known in
footballing circles. Camsell scored 59 goals for Boro in 1926-27 as they won the
Division Two title. His record lasted just one year. William "Dixie" Dean hit 60 for
Everton the following season, a record which stands to this day.

Dean moved to Goodison Park for £3000 in 1925, having scored 27 goals in as
many games for Tranmere Rovers. Everton were languishing in mid-table at the time,
but Dean’s phenomenal strike rate soon changed all that. Everton already had the
championship sewn up when Arsenal came to Goodison on the last day of the 1927-
28 season. 48,000 turned up to see if their 2| -year-old goal machine, who had netted
>/ times, could beat Camsell's record. Dean scored a hat-trick, the third goal, fittingly,
coming from a towering far-post header eight minutes from time. He was imperious
In the air, despite the fact that he stood just 5ft 10in tall.

Dean also hit 44 goals as Everton won the league title in 1931-32. He ended
his career with 473 goals from 502 appearances in all competitive matches. 379 of
those came in the league, putting him second to Arthur Rowley on the all-time list.

His |8 games for England yielded |6 goals, He ended his career at Notts
County, then went to play in Ireland, but Everton was his greatest love. Dean died
after watching his beloved team play Liverpool at Goodison Park on | March 1980.

International Caps 16
International Goals 18 Dixie Dean: his record
Total appearances 502 60 goals in a season
Total Goals 473

still stands today.
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- A Cup moves to
VWembley

The first three postwar FA Cup competitions were

staged at Stamford Bridge. This was not a popular
venue and in 1919-20 nearly proved embarrassing for
the FA as Chelsea won through to the semi-finals. Villa
saved the authorities from the headache of having one

of the finalists playing at home. They beat Chelsea and
went on to score a 1-0 win over Huddersfield in the
Final. It was the Midland club’s 6th win, a record for
the competition. The next two Finals, wén by Spurs
and Huddersfield respectively, were uninspiring affairs
which were also decided by a single goal. By the time

Bolton met West Ham on 28 April 1923 the new

Wembley Stadium was ready.
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Below: Storming the turnstiles - a vivid glimpse of the invasion in progress. The crowd is seen clambering over the turnstiles and

‘making tracks’ for the arena, while a solitary policeman looks on helplessly.
Above: Bolton’s David Jack and Pym the goalkeeper (facing the camera) are among the players waiting on the pitch while the
police push the people back. Officially the gate was 126,000 but the actual number was closer to 200,000. Police reinforcements

were sent for and the game kicked off 45 minutes late.

Opposite below: A crowded street scene in Wembley which was to host the F A Cup Final for the rest of the century.
Opposite above: “The Cup Draw’ was already part of tradition by the 1920s.
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200,000 see first
VWembley final

With a capacity of 127,000, Wembley was capable of
holding 70,000 more fans than had turned up to watch
the previous year’s showpiece. Few thought there would
be a problem. But West Ham were a popular Second
Division side and the occasion captured the public’s
imagination. Estimates vary as to how many flooded into
Wembley that day, the figure put anywhere from
150,000 to 200,000-plus. The official gate of 126,047
didn’t take into account the thousands who poured into
the stadium by climbing walls and shinning up
drainpipes. The game was held up for 45 minutes as fans
spilled onto the pitch. PC George Scorey and his white
horse Billy were in the thick of things trying to restore
order and duly took their place in the annals of the sport.
A grateful FA gifted the officer complimentary tickets for
subsequent finals but Scorey, who was not a football fan,

never took up the offer.



A PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY OF ENGLISH FOOTBALL

r’&r*'t?{. \ m A

1 r

; ‘ ¥ -
W " ¥ H! im0l
,t' -l';..- Yr. ‘,-J ,*" .‘: i_,

“'f '? I?L} ‘-r'

TJ-"iﬁ'.\ e
’il.wf-; ey "":', "”1“.'

1‘
ol
’. -Ht ..il ik '_ l'.£_1” +1JL
- -"““'iv SN
: [ ! .-4" i* -
H 3 + n ALY M ENSO f
'I;F.f ) -r' ‘1 ',_ "_ g
I 1_1 Ll | ""l?'u

q ¢
v Kyl ..f."f

4 ﬂ- ST
T L
* ‘ "-)1 m 'fg;;ﬂ'-l.?‘::‘n

Lart A Y R -"-"_":.l i
o e _*-::";, o T g e B f:."
shat] ::"r ._Jl"-l‘ N s i
R R A

iR - =




| 920~ 19229

k r_h. L
o
A%

Left: A spectacular aerial view of PC George Scorey and his
white horse, Billy, trying to restore order. Admission by ticket was
not even considered because it was thought there was room for
all. Ever since the showpiece game has been an all-ticket affair.

With the postwar expansion of the leagues and the ever-
increasing popularity of the game, the FA wanted a prestigious
stadium to host national and Cup games. After rejecting the idea
of developing Crystal Palace the decision was made to move to
Wembley. Work didn’t commence until January 1922 but the
stadium was ready for the legendary 1923 Final.

Above: A Bolton player heads the ball at a critical moment
following a corner forced by West Ham. Within two minutes of
the late kick-off David Jack put Bolton ahead and Smith scored
their second early in the second half. Bolton went on to win the
Cup twice more before the end of the decade - in 1926
and 1929.
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|923:

The White Horse
Final

Bolton Wanderers 2 - West Ham United 0
West Ham, in contention for promotion to Division One,
played exciting, fast-moving football and their 5-2 defeat
of Derby in the Cup semi-final enhanced this reputation.
However, once the match got underway, it was only two

FOOTBALL

Hughie Gallacher

Hughie Gallacher stood barely 5ft. 6in. tall, yet he is rated as one of the
best centre-forwards of all time. He played for Queen of the South and
Airdrie before heading south to join Newecastle for £5500 in 1926. He
quickly established himself as an idol on Tyneside after firing Newcastle to
the championship in 1926-27, his first full season with the club. He hit 36
goals in 38 games during the campaign, which remains a club record.
Gallacher was a complete striker and amazingly powerful in the air
considering his lack of inches. He was capped 23 times for Scotland,
[ scoring 22 goals. Gallacher's private life was more turbulent. He ended his
days in straitened circumstances and threw himself under a train in 1957,

minutes before Bolton’s Jack opened the scoring and from
then on West Ham never regained their stride. The game
was disrupted after 11 minutes when the crowd surged
back onto the pitch and after order was restored, the
police rode along the touchline to prevent a recurrence.
Just minutes after half-time, during which the teams
were unable to leave the field, Bolton’s J.R. Smith headed
the ball, hitting the underside of the West Ham crossbar.
The ball bounced inside the goal then back onto the field
and although West Ham protested, the goal was given.The
match ended in a 2-0 victory for Bolton whose keeper,
Pym, was scarcely tested during the contest. Smith, scorer

'ﬁr uvmﬂ -&
s 73‘
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of the second goal, completed a personal
‘double’ having already won a Scottish Cup
medal. Jack’s contribution to his club’s Cup
run had been crucial to their success; he was
the only man to score in four of their
matches leading up to the Final and his early
goal at Wembley set Bolton on their way.

Left: Seymour setting the seal on Newcastle
United’s victory in the 1924 Cup Final just
before the final whistle. Although the Cup Final
was between Newcastle and Aston Villa, the
most successful club of the middle part of the
decade was Herbert Chapman’s Huddersfield
Town who topped the league in 1924, 1925 and
1926. Huddersfield had been on the verge of
bankruptcy after the war and narrowly escaped
a forced merger with Leeds United.

Overleaf: A sea of umbrellas as a shower of rain
falls during the opening ceremony of the 1925
Cup Final.
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Future Cup Finals to be
all-ticket

The West Ham camp were rather less enamoured with Billy and the

other police horses on duty that day in 1923. The Hammers claimed
the pitch was badly churned up as a result, something which didn't
suit their nimble forwards. Bolton’s attackers seemed to cope well
enough, however. David Jack scored Wembley’s first-ever goal and
Bolton ran out 2-0 winners. After the game the FA quickly realised that
only good fortune had prevented a catastrophe. Cup Finals thereafter
became all-ticket affairs to prevent a recurrence of the 1923 situation.

Bolton went on to lift the Cup in 1926 and 1929. Amazingly, in
those three triumphs over a seven-year spell only 17 players were used.
In 1926 Manchester City were the beaten side. City went on to lose
their last league match at Newcastle the following week and were
relegated. It was the first time that a club had had that particular double
disappointment.

Above: Sheffield United’s goalkeeper, Sutcliffe, punches clear.

Top right: Cardiff’s goal under siege. Thousands of Welsh fans flocked to London in 1925 to support Cardiff City’s bid to bring the
FA trophy back with them to Wales. Strong defences on both sides meant that the final score was 1-0 and Sheffield United won
the cup for the fourth time in their history.
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David |ack

David Jack was 29 years old when Herbert
Chapman targeted him as the man to replace
Charlie Buchan after the latter retired at the end of
the 192/7-28 season. Jack had already had a glittering
career at Botton, with whom he won two FA Cup
winners medals. An inside-forward with terrific ball
skills and a keen eye for goal, Jack scored the first-
ever goal In a Wembley showpiece, the famous
"White Horse Final”" in which Bolton beat West Ham
2-0.

Chapman caused a stir when he paid £10,890
to bring Jack to Highbury, doubling the previous
transfer record. It proved an astute move, however,
as Jack was a key figure in the all-conquering Arsenal
side of the 1930s. He picked up three championship
medals and also made it a hat-trick of Cup successes
when Arsenal beat Huddersfield in the 1930 final.

Above: David Jack watches the ball soar into the net as he scores the goal that won the Cup for Bolton Wanderers in 1926.
Below: England’s Billy Walker scores against Scotland in the last international match of the 1924 season played at Wembley before
65,000 spectators. Harper, Scotland’s goalkeeper rushes out in an attempt to save. The game finished all square at |-1. Scotland’s
next visit to Wembley 4 years later ended in a famous 5-1 victory.
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Above: An aerial photograph of the crowded Wembley Stadium during the Cup Final in which Bolton defeated Manchester City
by 1-0 watched by 92,000 people. Despite reaching the Cup Final and scoring 89 goals in the 1925-6 season, Manchester City were
relegated to the Second Division along with Notts County and Leeds.

A change in the offside rule came into effect in the 1925-6 season. Three defenders between the attacker and the goal were no
longer necessary to remain onside, two would suffice. The tally of goals scored soared at the beginning of the season until
defenders learned to cope with the change.

Milestones [920-1929

1920 A Third Division of the football 1923 VWembley hosts the FA Cup for The FA Cup goes out of England
league is formed the first time when Bolton beat for the first time when it is won
England resigns from FIFA unable ayestbiam 220 | by Sardist Ciey
to tolerate dealing with former The football pools is introduced 1928 David Jack is sold to Arsenal from
enemies only to rejoin in 1924 1925 The Offside rule is updated to Bolton for £10,000

|
1921 Third Division divided into the allow only two players, not the | Arsenal and Chelsea become the
Third Division South and the previous three, to be between the | first teams to choose to wear
Third Division North player with the ball and the goal numbers on the back of shirts for
The English FA bans women’s 1926 BBC broadcast the FA Cup Final | league matches
football over radio for the first time r England leaves FIFA for a second
| " N
1922 Syd Puddefoot becomes the first Huddersfield wins the league title | ;':a"f D?E';;Edgﬁmte 2 v(egr il
player to be transferred for a fee three years in a row becoming the | S ISR
of £5000 in a move from West first team to do so Everton’s Bill ‘Dixie’ Dean scores
Ham to Falkirk 1927 A game between Arsenal and 60 goals in a First Division season
The maximum wage for Sheffield United at Highbury
professional footballers is reduced becomes the first game to be
from £9 to £8 per week broadcast live by the BBC on the |
| radio |
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Bolton and Jack again

The 19