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Bricks make buildings strong.

How are bricks made? 
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Workers find clay.


Bricks begin as clay. Clay is a 
thick, heavy kind of dirt. Workers 
find clay by digging a large pit 
called a quarry. 
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Workers dig up the

clay. 

Workers use huge machines to 
dig clay from the quarry. The 
workers put the clay in trucks. 
Trucks take the clay to a factory 
to be made into bricks. 
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Machines crush the

clay. 

Workers at the factory let the clay 
sit until it is dry. Then machines 
crush the clay into very tiny 
pieces. Workers add water to the 
crushed clay to make it as thick 
as stiff mud. 
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The clay is shaped.


The clay is squeezed through a 
mold. A mold is a part of a 
machine. The mold shapes the 
clay into a long, thick ribbon. 
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Wires cut the clay.


Wires cut the clay ribbon into 
bricks. The bricks are stacked 
in big piles. 
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Warm ovens dry the

bricks. 

The bricks are still wet. They must 
be dried to make them hard and 
strong. Workers set the bricks on 
carts. The carts are put into warm 
ovens to dry the bricks. 
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Hot ovens bake the

bricks.


Next the carts pass through a big 
kiln. A kiln is a very hot oven. 
The kiln bakes the bricks to make 
them even stronger. 
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Workers sort the

bricks. 

The bricks leave the kiln and cool 
down. Workers sort the bricks. 
Bricks that are broken or twisted 
are thrown away. 
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Workers pack the

bricks. 

Workers put the bricks in stacks. 
The stacks are loaded onto 
trucks. The trucks take the bricks 
to builders. 
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Builders build with

bricks. 

Builders use the bricks to make 
homes and schools. Is your 
home made of bricks? 
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Glossary


factory (FAK-tuh-ree): a 
place where clay is made 
into bricks 

kiln (KIHLN): a very hot 
oven used to bake bricks 

mold (MOHLD): a part of 
a machine that shapes 
clay into a long ribbon 

quarry (KWOHR-ee): a pit 
where workers dig clay 
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