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Course Title: Introduction to Law
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Credit Hours: 3 hrs per week
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Instructor: Adamnesh Atnafu (E-mail: adamne6@yahoo.com; Cell: 0911 229402)
	
Course Description

This course mainly focuses on the nature of law in general, basic features of law, sources of law, and the making and repeal of laws. In addition, hierarchy and classification of laws will be covered under the course. Students shall also be introduced to the modern legal systems of the world and begin to learn how to interpret written laws and essential legal skill of lawyers. 
Objectives
After a successful completion of the course, students are expected to achieve basic knowledge and competence regarding: 
· The nature of law; 
· The distinction between legal norms and non-legal norms; 
· The significance of material sources of Ethiopian laws; 
· How to compose ideas on formal sources of our laws; 
· Classification and law-making process in Ethiopia; 
· Laws in their hierarchical order; 
· The process of making of laws in Ethiopia; 
· Rules of interpretation of Ethiopian laws; and
· The common rules applicable to all juridical acts

Course outline
Session I: Nature and Functions of Law 
· Definition of Law 
· Basic Features of Law 
· Theories of Law 
· Function of Law 
· Relationship between Law and State 
· Difference between Legal Norms and Non-legal Norms 
Session II: Sources of Law 
· Meaning of the term source 
· Material sources of Law 
· Formal sources of Law 
Session III: Major Legal Systems in the World 
· Legal system defined 
· The Anglo-American Legal System (Common Law) 
· The Civil Law Legal System 
· Merits and Demerits of Case Law and Statutory systems 
Session IV: Classification of Laws 
· General introduction 
· Public and private Law 
· International and national law 
· Substantive and procedural law 
Session V: The Making of Laws 
· Introduction 
· Steps in law making 
· Comparative study of law making process in Ethiopia Civil and Criminal Law 
Session VI: Hierarchy of Laws 
· General Supremacy of Constitution in the hierarchy of Laws: Substantial and formal reasons 
· Comparative study of hierarchy of laws in Ethiopia 
Session VII: Interpretation of Laws General 
· Types of interpretation 
· Constitutional interpretation 
· Who interprets the Constitution? 
· The role of international agreements in interpreting the Constitution Rules/techniques of statutory interpretation 
Session VIII: Repeal of Laws 
· General concepts 
· Types of repeal 
· Effects of repeal 
Session IX: Juridical Acts 
· Definition and importance 
· Rules common to all types of juridical acts 
· Effects of juridical acts 
Method

A combination of methods namely, Lecture, Discussions, session summary essays, and Student Presentations will be used.
Assessment

Students will be assessed on the basis of efforts exerted to work. The items of assessment will be a brief essay on the sessions in consultation with the instructor, class participation, and an exam. The details will be sorted out in due course.
Grading
As per the school’s regulation.

Course Policies and Expectation

It is expected that students who enroll in this course understand that the fundamental values and the ethical code of the social work profession apply to the actions of students in the course. Attendance at class sessions and full participation in class activities is the personal responsibility of each student. 
Students with Special Needs

Any special needs related to a student’s ability to complete the course successfully should be discussed with the instructor for consideration.
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