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The Inflammatory Cascade
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IgE-Mediated Mast Cell Degranulation
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Histamine
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The Mighty Corticosteroids
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Glucocorticoids Regulate Transcription
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Corticosteroids Inhibit Eicosanoid Production
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Glucocorticoids Are Powerful Immuno-suppressants
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Adrenal Suppression with Chronic Systemic use of 
Glucocorticoids
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Toxicity of Chronic Systemic Glucocorticoids
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C. H1 Histamine Antagonists
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Prototype Properties Clinical Uses

Loratadine 
(Claritin)
Fexofenadine 
(Allegra)

Low affinity for 
muscarinic receptors, 
doesn’t cross BBB

Allergic reactions

Diphenhydramine
   (Benadryl)

Muscarinic antagonist, 
crosses BBB

Allergic reactions, 
dystonic rxn to 
dopamine blockers, 
OTC sleep aid, 
antiemetic
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Eicosanoids As Drugs
(Additional info )
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Drug Name Analog of Clinical Use

Epoprostenol PGI2 Pulmonary hypertension

Dinoprostone PGE2 Medical abortion, relax uterine cervix in 
preparation for induction of labor

Misoprostol PGE1 Peptic ulcer, medical abortion

Alprostadil PGE1

Maintain a patent (open) ductus arteriosus 
in neonates with certain cardiac 
malformations until emergency surgery; 
erectile dysfunction

Carboprost PGF2� Labor induction (parturition), luteolysis, 
abortion

Latanoprost PGF2� Glaucoma
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